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Various mean* which favour or determine the eruaa.fertili»iition or 
plant*— Benefits derived from croaa-fi-rtilisutiou— Belf-ferUliaatiou 
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•abject — Object of the experiment*, and the manner in which they 
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ployed— Arrangement of the work— linportanoe of tho enncltuiona. 

Thebe is weighty and abundant evidence that the 
flowers of moat kinds of plants are constructed so us 
to be occasionally or habitually cross-fertilised by 
pollen from another flower, produced either by the 
same plant, or generally, as we shall hereafter see 
reason to believe, by a distinct plant. Cross-fertilisa- 
tion is sometimes ensured by the sexes being so|mrated, 
and in a large number of eases by the pollen and 
stigma of the same flower being matured at different 
times. Such plants are called dichogamous, and have 
been divided into two sub-classes : protorandrous species, 
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in which the pollen is mature before the stigma, and 
proterogynous specieg, in which the reverse occurs; 
this latter form of dichogamy not being nearly so 
common as the other. Cross-fertilisation is also en- 
sured, in many cases, by mechanical contrivances of 
wonderful beauty, preventing the impregnation of the 
flowers by their own pollen. There is a small class of 
plants, which I have called dimorphic and trimorphic, 
but to which Hildebrand has given the more appro- 
priate name of heterostyled ; this class consists of 
plants presenting two or three distinct forms, adapted 
for reciprocal fertilisation, so that, like plants with 
separate sexes, they can hardly fail to be intercrossed 
in each generation. The male and female organs of 
some flowers are irritable, and the insects which tonch 
them get dusted with pollen, which is thus transported 
to other flowers. Again, there is a class, in which the 
ovules absolutely refuse to be fertilised by pollen from 
the same plant, but can be fertilised by pollen from 
any other individual of the same species. There are 
algo very many species which are partially sterile with 
their own pollen. Lastly, there is a large class in 
which the flowers present no apparent obstacle of any 
kind to self-fertilisation, nevertheless these plants are 
frequently intercrossed, owing to the prepotency of 
pollen from another individual or variety over the 
plant’s own pollen. 

As plants are adapted by such diversified and effec- 
tive means for cross-fertilisation, it might have been 
inferred from this fact alone that they derived some 
great advantage from the process ; and it is the object 
of the present work to show the nature and importance 
of the benefits thus derived. There are, however, some 
exceptions to the rule of plants being constructed so 
ns to allow of or to favour cross-fertilisation, for some 
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few plants seem to bo invariably self-fertilised; yet 
even these retain traces of having been formerly 
adapted for cross-fertilisation. These exceptions need 
not make us doubt the truth of the above rule, any 
more than the existence of some few plants which pro- 
duce flowers, and yet never set seed, should make us 
doubt that flowers are adapted for the production of 
seed and the propagation of the species. 

We should always keep in mind the obvious fact 
that the production of seed is the chief end of the 
act of fertilisation ; and that this end can be gained 
by hermaphrodite plants with incomparably greater 
certainty by self-fertilisation, than by the union of 
the sexual elements belonging to two distinct flowers 
or plants. Yet it is as unmistakably plain that innu- 
merable flowers are adapted for cross-fertilisation, as 
that the teeth and talons of a carnivorous animal are 
adapted for catching prey ; or that the plumes, wings, 
and hooks of a seed are adapted for its dissemination. 
Flowers, therefore, are constructed so as to gain two 
objects which are, to a certain extent, antagonistic, and 
this explains many apparent anomalies in their struc- 
ture. The close proximity of the anthers to the stigma 
in a multitude of species favours, and often leads, to 
self-fertilisation ; but this end could have been gained 
far more safely if the flowers had been completely 
closed, for then the pollen would not have been injured 
by the rain or devoured by insects, ns often happens. 
Moreover, in this case, a very small quantity of pollen 
would have been suflicient for fertilisation, instead of 
millions of grains being produced. But the openness 
of the flower and the production of a great and ap- 
parently wasteful amount of pollen are necessary for 
cross-fertilisation. These remarks are well illustrated 
by the plants called cleistogamic, which bear on the 
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same stock two kinds of flowers. The flowers of the one 
kind are minute and completely closed, so that they 
cannot possibly be crossed ; but they are abundantly- 
fertile, although producing an extremely small 
quantity of pollen. The flowers of the other kind 
produce much pollen and are open ; and these can be, 
and often are, cross-fertilised. Hermann Muller has 
also made the remarkable discovery that there are 
some plants which exist under two forms ; that is, 
produce on distinct stocks two kinds of hermaphrodite 
flowers. The one form bears small flowers constructed 
for self-fertilisation ; whilst the other bears larger and 
much more conspicuous flowers plainly constructed 
for cross-fertilisation by the aid of insects ; and without 
their aid these produce no seed. 

The adaptation of flowers for cross-fertilisation is a 
subject which has interested me for the last thirty- 
seven years, and I have collected a large mass of ob- 
servations, but these are now rendered superfluous by 
the many excellent works which have been lately pub- 
lished. In the year 1857 I wrote * a short paper on 
the fertilisation of the kidney bean ; and in 1862 my 
work ‘ On the Contrivances by which British and 
Foreign Orchids are Fertilised by Insects ’ appeared. 
It seemed to me a better plan to work out one group 
of plants as carefully as I could, rather than to pub- 
lish many miscellaneous and imperfect observations. 
My present work is the complement of that on 
Orchids, in which it was shown how admirably these 
plants are constructed so as to permit of, or to favour, 
or to necessitate cross-fertilisation. The adaptations 



‘ Annals and Mag. of Nat. Hist.’ 
3rd series, vol. ii. 1858, p. 182. 
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for cross-fertilisation are perhaps more obvious in the 
OrchidetB thun in any other group of plants, but it is 
an error to speak of them, as some authors have done, 
as an exceptional case. The lever-like action of the 
stamens of Salvia (described by Hildebrand, Dr. W. 
Ogle, and others), by which the anthers are depressed 
ami rubbed on the backs of bees, shows as perfect a 
structure as can be found in any orchid. Papilion- 
aceous flowers, as described by various authors — for 
instance, by Mr. T. H. Farrer — offer innumerable 
curious adaptations for cross-fertilisation. The case of 
Posoqueria fragrans (one of the Rubiaceie), is as won- 
derful as that of the most wonderful orchid. The 
stamens, according to Fritz Muller,* are irritable, so 
that as soon as a moth visits a flower, the anthers ex- 
plode and cover the insect with pollen; one of the 
filaments which is broader than the others then moves 
and closes the flower for about twelve hours, after 
which time it resumes its original position. Thus the 
stigma cannot be fertilised by pollen from the same 
flower, but only by that brought by a moth from some 
other flower. Endless other beautiful contrivances for 
this same purpose could be specified. 

Long before I hail attended to the fertilisation ol 
flowers, a remarkable book appeared in 1793 in Ger- 
many, ‘ Das Entdeckte Geheimniss der Natur,’ by 
C. K. Sprengel, in which he clearly proved by innumer- 
able observations, how essential a part insects play in 
the fertilisation of many plants. But ho was in ad- 
vance of his age, and his discoveries were for a long 
time neglected. Since the appearance of my book on 
Orchids, many excellent works on the fertilisation of 
flowers, such as those by Hildebrand, Delpino, Axell, 

• ‘Botanitfche Zcitung,’ I860, p. 129. 
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and Hermann Muller,* and numerous shorter papers, 
hare been published. A list would occupy several 
pages, and this is not the proper place to give their 
titles, as we are not here concerned with the means, 
but with the results of cross-fertilisation. No one 
who feels interest in the mechanism by which nature 
effects her ends, can read these books and memoirs 
without the most lively interest. 

From my own observations on plants, guided to a 
certain extent by the experience of the breeders of 
animals, I became convinced many years ago that it 
is a general law of nature that flowers are adapted to 
be crossed, at least occasionally, by pollen from a 
distinct plant. Sprengel at times foresaw this law, but 
only partially, for it does not appear that he was aware 
that there was any difference in power between pollen 
from the same plant and from a distinct plant. In the 
introduction to his book (p. 4) he says, as the sexes 
are separated in so many flowers, and as so many other 
flowers are dichogamous, “ it appears that nature has 
not willed that any one flower shonld be fertilised by 
its own pollen.” Nevertheless, he was far from keeping 
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see its full importance, as may be perceived by any- 
one who will read bis observations carefully ; and he 
consequently mistook the meaning of various struc- 
tures. But his discoveries are so numerous and his 
work so excellent, that he can well afford to bear a 
small amount of blame. A most capable judge, H. 
Muller, likewise says :* “ It is remarkable in how very 
many cases Sprengel rightly perceived that pollen is 
necessarily transported to the stigmas of other flowers 
of the same species by the insects which visit them, 
and yet did not imagine that this transportation was 
of any service to the plants themselves.” 

Andrew Knight saw the truth much more clearly, 
for he remarks,! “ Nature intended that a sexual in- 
tercourse should take place between neighbouring 
plants of the same species.” After alluding to the 
various means by which pollen is transported from 
flower to flower, as far as was then imperfectly known, 
he adds, “ Nature has something more in view than that 
its own proper males should fecundate each blossom.” 
In 1811 Kolreuter plainly hinted at the same law, as 
did afterwards another famous hybridiser of plants, 
Herbert.^ But none of these distinguished observers 
ap|>ear to have been sufficiently impressed with the 



• ‘Die Befhiclituns- iler Blu- 
men,’ 1873. p. 4. His word, are: 
“Es ist merkwurdig, in wio znhl- 
rcichen Fallon Spreugel riehtig 
erkannto, da*a durrh die Beauch- 
endon In»ekton dor BliiUumatnub 
rail Nothwendigkeit auf die Nar- 
beti andcrer Blilthon dersclben 
Art ttbertrugen wird, ohno auf die 
Vermuthuni; in kommon. class in 
dinar Wirkung dor Nutien dca 
Insekteubesuehra fur die Pilanzen 
•eltat geaucht worden niiiaae.” 
t ‘ Philosophical I'miiaactjona,’ 
1799, p. 202. 



J Kulroutcr, • Mora, de I’Acad. 
do St. Peterabnurg,’ tom. iii. 1809 
(published 1811), p. 197. After 
allowing how well tho Mnlvueew 
are adapted for cmsa-fertilisation, 
lio asks, •• An id ali<]uid in reoessu 
habeat, quod hujuscenioili Sores 
nnnquum proprto suo pulvere, sed 
temper eo alinrum sun speciei 
impregnentur, merito qnairitur? 
Certe natura nil facit frustra." 
Herbert, ‘ Amarvllidaeen, with a 
Treatise on Cross-bred Yege- 
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truth and generality of the law, so as to insist on it 
and impress their belief on others. 

In 1862 I summed up my observations on Orchids 
by saying that nature “ abhors perpetual self-fertilisa- 
tion.” If the word perpetual had been omitted, the 
aphorism would have been false. As it stands, I 
believe that it is true, though perhaps rather too 
strongly expressed ; and I should have added the 
self-evident proposition that the propagation of the 
species, whether by self-fertilisation or by cross-fertili- 
sation, or asexually by buds, stolons, &c. is of paramount 
importance. Hermann Muller has done excellent 
service by insisting repeatedly on this latter point. 

It often occurred to me that it would be advisable 
to try whether seedlings from cross-fertilised flowers 
were in any way superior to those from self-fertilised 
flowers. But as no instance was known with animals 
of any evil appearing in a single generation from the 
closest possible interbreeding, that is between brothers 
and sisters, I thought that the same rule would hold 
good with plants ; and that it would be necessary at 
the sacrifice of too much time to self-fertilise and inter- 
cross plants during several successive generations, in 
order to arrive at any result. I ought to have re- 
flected that such elaborate provisions favouring cross- 
fertilisation, as we see in innumerable plants, would 
not have been acquired for the sake of gaining a 
distant and slight advantage, or of avoiding a distant 
and slight evil. Moreover, the fertilisation of a flower 
by its own pollen corresponds to a closer form of inter- 
breeding than is possible with ordinary bi-sexual 
animals; so that an earlier result might have been 
expected. 

I was at last led to make the experiments recorded 
in the present volume from the following circumstance. 
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For the sake of determining certain points with respect 
to inheritance, and without any thought of the effects 
of close interbreeding, 1 raised close together two 
large beds of self-fertilised and crossed seedlings from 
the same plant of Linaria vulgaris. To my surprise, 
the crossed plants when fully grown were plainly taller 
and more vigorous than the self-fertilised ones. Bees 
incessantly visit the flowers of this LiDaria and carry 
pollen from one to the other; and if insects are ex- 
cluded, the flowers produce extremely few seeds; so 
that the wild plants from which my seedlings were 
raised must have been intercrossed during all previous 
generations. It seemed therefore quite incredible that 
the difference between the two beds of seedlings could 
have been due to a single act of self-fertilisation ; and 
I attributed the result to the self-fertilised seeds not 
having been well ripened, improbable as it was that 
all should have been in this state, or to some other 
accidental and inexplicable cause. During the next 
year, I raised for the same purpose as before two large 
beds close together of self-fertilised and crossed seed- 
lings from the carnation, Dianthus earyophyllus. This 
plant, like the Linaria, is almost sterile if insects are 
excluded ; and we may draw the same inference as 
before, namely, that the parent-plants must have been 
intercrossed during every or almost every previous 
generation. Nevertheless, the self-fertilised seedlings 
were plainly inferior in height and vigour to the 
crossed. 

My attention was now thoroughly aroused, for I could 
hardly doubt that the difference between the two beds 
was due to the one set being the offspring of crossed, 
and the other of self-fertilised flowers. Accordingly I 
selected almost by hazard two other plants, which 
happened to be in flower in the greenhouse, namely. 
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Miami us luteus and Ipomcea purpurea, both of which, 
unlike the Linaria and Dianthns, are highly self- 
fertile if insects are excluded. Some flowers on a 
single plant of both species were fertilised with their 
own pollen, and others were crossed with pollen from 
a distinct individual ; both plants being protected by a 
net from insects. The crossed and self-fertilised seeds 
thus produced were sown on opposite sides of the same 
pots, and treated in all respects alike ; and the plants 
when fully grown were measured and compared. With 
both species, as in the cases of the Linaria and 
Dianthus, the crossed seedlings were conspicuously 
superior in height and in other ways to the self- 
fertilised. I therefore determined to begin a long 
series of experiments with various plants, and these 
were continued for the following eleven years ; and we 
shall see that in a large majority of cases the crossed 
beat the self-fertilised plants. Several of the excep- 
tional cases, moreover, in which the crossed plants 
were not victorious, can be explained. 

It should be observed that I have spoken for the 
sake of brevity, and shall continue to do so, of crossed 
and self-fertilised seeds, seedlings, or plants; these 
terms implying that they are the product of crossed or 
self-fertilised flowers. Cross-fertilisation always means 
a cross between distinct plants which were raised from 
seeds and not from cuttings or buds. Self-fertilisation 
always implies that the flowers in question were im- 
pregnated with their own pollen. 

My experiments were tried in the following manner. 
A single plant, if it produced a sufficiency of flowers, or 
two or three plants were placed under a net stretched 
on a frame, and large enough to cover the plant 
(together with the pot, when one was used) without 
touching it. This latter point is important, for if 
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the flowers touch the net they may be cross-fertilised 
by bees, as I have known to happen ; and when the net 
is wet the pollen may be injured. I used at first 
“ white cotton net,” with very fine meshes, but after- 
wards a kind of net with meshes one-tenth of an 
inch in diameter; and this I found by experience 
effectually excluded all insects excepting Thrips, which 
no net will exclude. On the plants thus protected 
several flowers were marked, and were fertilised with 
their own pollen ; and an equal number on the same 
plants, marked in a different manner, were at the same 
time crossed with pollen from a distinct plant. The 
crossed flowers were never castrated, in order to make 
the experiments as like as possible to what occurs 
under nature with plants fertilised by the aid of 
insects. Therefore, some of the flowers which were 
crossed may have failed to be thus fertilised, and 
afterwards have been Belf-fertilised. But this and 
some other sources of error will present ly be discussed. 
In some few cases of spontaneously self-fertile species, 
the flowers were allowed to fertilise themselves under 
the net ; and in still fewer cases uncovered plants were 
allowed to be freely crossed by the insects which in- 
cessantly visited them. There are some great advan- 
tages and some disadvantages in my having occasion- 
ally varied my method of proceeding ; but when there 
was any difference in the treatment, it is always so 
stated under the head of each species. 

Care was taken that the seeds wore thoroughly 
ripened before being gathered. Afterwards the crossed 
and self-fertilised seeds were in most cases placed on 
damp sand on opposite sides of a glass tumbler covered 
by a glass plate, with a partition between the two lots ; 
and the glass was placed on the chimney-piece in a 
warm room. I could thus observe the germination of 
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the seeds. Sometimes a few would germinate on one 
side before any on the other, and these were thrown 
away. But as often as a pair germinated at the same 
time, they were planted on opposite sides of a pot, with 
a superficial partition between the two; and I thus 
proceeded until from half-a-dozen to a score or more 
seedlings of exactly the same age were planted on 
the opposite sides of several pots. If one of the young 
seedlings became sickly or was in any way injured, 
it was pulled up and thrown away, as well as its 
antagonist on the opposite side of the same pot. 

As a large number of seeds were placed on the sand 
to germinate, many remained after the pairs had been 
selected, some of which were in a state of germination 
and others not so; and these were sown crowded 
together on the opposite sides of one or two rather 
larger pots, or sometimes in two long rows out of doors. 
In these cases there was the most severe struggle for 
life among the crossed seedlings on one side of the 
pot, and the self-fertilised seedlings on the other side, 
and between the two lots which grew in competition 
in the same pot. A vast number soon perished, 
and the tallest of the survivors on both sides when 
fully grown were measured. Plants treated in this 
manner, were subjected to nearly the same conditions 
as those growing in a state of nature, which have to 
struggle to maturity in the midst of a host of 
competitors. 

On other occasions, from the want of time, the seeds, 
instead of being allowed to germinate on damp sand, 
were sown on the opposite sides of pots, and the fully 
grown plants measured. But this plan is less accurate, 
as the seeds sometimes germinated more quickly on 
one side than on the other. It was however necessary 
to act in this manner with some few species, as certain 
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kinds of seeds would not germinate well when exposed 
to the light ; though the glasses containing them were 
kept on the chimney-piece on one side of a room, 
and some way from the two windows which faced 
the N j: * 

The soil in the pots in which the seedlings were 
planted, or the seeds sown, was well mixed, so as to 
he uniform in composition. The plants on the two 
sides were always watered at the same time and as 
equally as possible ; and even if this had not been 
done, the water would have spread almost equally to 
both sides, as the pots were not large. The crossed 
and self-fertilised plants were separated by a super- 
ficial partition, which was always kept directed towards 
the chief source of the light, so that the plants on both 
sides were equally illuminated. I do not believe it 
possible that two sets of plants could have been sub- 
jected to more closely similar conditions, than were 
my crossed and self-fertilised seedlings, as grown in 
the above described manner. 

In comparing the two sets, the eye alone was never 
trusted. Generally the height of every plant on both 
sides was carefully measured, often more than once, 
viz., whilst young, sometimes again when older, and 
finally when fully or almost fully grown. But in 
some cases, which are always specified, owing to the 
want of time, only one or two of the tallest plants on 
each side were measured. This plan, which is not a 
good one, was never followed (except with the crowded 



• This occurred in the plainest 
manner with the s.«<ls of rapaeer 
mij’im ami Delphinium amtolida. 
and less plainly with thore of 
Admit ntliralit and Ononitminu- 
tiuima. Rarely more than one 
or two of the seeds of these four 



species germinated on the bare 
sand, though ^left there for some 

were placed on curth in pots, aud 
covered with u thin layer of sand, 
they germinated imuiediutely in 
large numbers. 
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plants raised from the seeds remaining after the pairs 
had been planted) unless the tallest plants on each 
side seemed fairly to represent the average difference 
between those on both sides. It has, however, some 
great advantages, as sickly or accidentally injured 
plants, or the offspring of ill-ripened seeds, are thus 
eliminated. When the tallest plants alone on each side 
were measured, their average height of course exceeds 
that of all the plants on the same side taken together. 
But in the case of the much crowded plants raised 
from the remaining seeds, the average height of the 
tallest plants was less than that of the plants in pairs, 
owing to the unfavourable conditions to which they 
were subjected from being greatly crowded. For our 
purpose, however, of the comparison of the crossed and 
self-fertilised plants, their absolute height signifies 
little. 

As the plants were measured by an ordinary English 
standard divided into inches and eighths of an inch, I 
have not thought it worth while to change the frac- 
tions into decimals. The average or mean heights 
were calculated in the ordinary rough method by 
adding up the measurements of all, and dividing the 
product by the number of plants measured ; the result 
being here given in inches and decimals. As the 
different species grow to various heights, I have always 
for the sake of easy comparison given in addition the 
average height of the crossed plants of each species 
taken as 100, and have calculated the average height 
of the self-fertilised plant in relation to this standard. 
With respect to the crowded plants raised from the 
seeds remaining after the pairs had been planted, 
and of which only some of the tallest on each side 
were measured, I have not thought it worth while to 
complicate the results by giving separate averages 
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for them and for the pairs, but have added up all 
their heights, and thus obtained a single average. 

I long doubted whether it was worth while to give 
the measurements of each separate plant, but have 
decided to do so, in order that it may be seen that the 
superiority of the crossed plants over the self-fertilised, 
does not commonly depend on the presence of two or 
three extra fine plants on the one side, or of a few 
very poor plants on the other side. Although several 
observers have insisted in general terms on the off- 
spring from intercrossed varieties being superior to 
either parent-form, no precise measurements have been 
given;* and I have met with no observations on 
the effects of crossing and self-fertilising the indi- 
viduals of the same variety. Moreover, experiments of 
this kind require so much time — mine having been 
continued during eleven years — that they are not 
likely soon to be repeated. 

As only a moderate number of crossed and self- 
fertilised plants were measured, it was of great impor- 
tance to me to learn how far the averages were trust- 
worthy. I therefore asked Mr. Galton, who has had 
much experience in statistical researches, to examine 
some of my tables of measurements, seven in number, 
namely, those of I]>onuea, Digitalis, Reseda lutca, 
Viola, Limnunthes, Petunia, and Zea. I may premise 
that if we took by chance a dozen or score of men 
belonging to two nations and measured them, it would 
I presume bo very rash to form any judgment from 
such small numbers on their average heights. But 
the case is somewhat different with my crossed and 
self-fertilised plants, ns they were of exactly the same 
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age, were subjected from first to last to the same 
conditions, and were descended from the same parents. 
When only from two to six pairs of plants were 
measured, the results are manifestly of little or no 
value, except in so far as they confirm and are con- 
firmed by experiments made on a larger scale with 
other species. I will now give the report on the seven 
tables of measurements, which Mr. Galton has had the 
great kindness to draw up for me. 

“ I have examined the measurements of the plants with care, 
and by many statistical methods, to find out how far the means 
of the several sets represent constant realities, such as would 
come out the same so long as the general conditions of growth 
remained unaltered. The principal methods that were adopted 
are easily explained by selecting one of the shorter series 
of plants, say of Zta mays, for an example.” 



Zea mays (young plants'). 
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“ The observations as I received them are shown in columns II. 
and III., where they certainly have no prtmd fide appearance of 
regularity. But as soon as we arrange them in the order of 
their magnitudes, as in columns IV. and V., the case is materially 
altered. We now see, with few exceptions, that the largest 
plant on the crossed side in each pot exceeds the largest plant 
on the self-fertilised side, that the second exccods the second, 
the third the third, and so on. Out of the fifteen cases in tho 
table, there are only two exceptions to this rule. We may 
therefore confidently affirm that a crossed series will always 
be found to exceed a self-fertilised series, within the range of 
the conditions under which the present experiment has been 
made.’ 
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" Next as regards the numerical estimate of this excess. The 
mean values of the several groups are so discordant, as is shown 
in the table just given, that a fairly precise numerical estimate 
seems impossible. But the consideration arises, whether the 
difference between pot and pot may not be of mnch the same 
order of importance as that of the other conditions upon which 
the growth of the plants has been modified. If so, and only 
on that condition, it would follow that when all the measure- 
ments, either of the crossed or the self-fertilised plants, were 
combined into a single aeries, that series would he statistically 
regular. The experiment is tried in columns VII. and VIII., 
where the regularity is abundantly clear, and justifies us in 
considering its mean ns perfectly reliable. I have protracted 
these measurements, and reviser! them in the usual way, by 
drawing a curve through them with a free hand, but the re- 
vision barely modifies the means derived from the original 
observations. In the present, and in nearly all the other cases, 
the difference between the original and revised means is under 
2 per cent, of their value. It is a very remarkable coincidence 
O 
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that in tho seven kinds of plants, whose measurements I have 
exa mined, the rat io between the heights of the crossed and of 
the self-fertilised ranges in five cases within very narrow limits. 
In Zea mays it is as 100 to 84, and in the others it ranges 
between 100 to 76 and 100 to 86.” 

" The determination of the variability (measured by what is 
technically called tho ‘probable error’) is a problem of more 
delicacy than that of determining the moans, and I doubt, after 
making many trials, whether it is possible to derive useful 
conclusions from those few observations. We ought to have 
measurements of at least fifty plants in each case, in order to 
be in a position to deduce fair results. One fact, however, 
bearing on variability, is very evident in most cases, though not 
in Zea may,, viz., that the self-fertilised plnnts include tho 
larger number of exceptionally small spocimcns, while the 
crossed are more generally full grown.” 

“Those groups of cases in which measurements have been 
made of a few of the tallest plants that grew in rows, each of 
which contained a multitude of plants, show very clearly that 
tho crossed plants exoeed the self-fertilised in height, but tlioy 
do not tell by inference anything about their respective mean 
values. If it should happen that a scries is known to follow 
the law of error or any other law, and if the number of indi- 
viduals in the scries is known, it would be always possible to 
reconstruct the whole series when a fragment of it has been 
given. But I find no such method to be applicable in the 
present case. The doubt as to the number of plants in each row 
is of minor importance; tho real difficulty lios in our ignorance 
of tho precise law followed by the series. Tho experience of 
the plants in pots does not help us to determine that law, 
because the observations of such plants are too few to enable 
us to lay down more than the middle terms of tho scries to 
which they belong with any sort of accuracy, whereas the cases 
we are now considering refer to one of its 'extremities. There 
are other special difficulties which need not be gone into, as the 
one already mentioned is a complete bar.” 

Mr. Galton sent me at the same time graphical 
representations which he had made of the measure- 
ments, and they evidently form fairly regular curves. 
He appends the words “ very good ” to those of Zea and 
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Limnonthcs. He also calculated the average height 
of the crossed and self-fertilised plants in the seven 
tables by a more correct method than that followed 
by me, namely, by including the heights, os estimated 
in accordance with statistical rules, of a few plants 
which died before they were measured; whereas I 
merely added up the heights of the survivors, and 
divided the sum by their number. The difference in 
our results is in one way highly satisfactory, for 
the average heights of the self-fertilised plants, as 
deduced by Mr. Ualton, is less than mine in all the 
cases excepting one, in which our averages are 
the same ; and this shows that I have by no means 
exaggerated the superiority of the crossed over the 
•elf-fertilised plants. 

After the heights of the crossed and self-fertilised 
plants had been taken, they were sometimes cut down 
close to the ground, and an equal number of both 
weighed. This method of comparison gives very 
striking results, and I wish that it had been oftener 
followed. Finally a record was often kept of any 
marked difference in the rate of germination of the 
crossed and self-fertilised seeds, — of the relative periods 
of flowering of the plants raised from them, — and of 
their productiveness, that is, of the number of seed- 
capsules which they produced and of the average 
number of seeds which each capsule contained. 

When I began my experiments I did not intend to 
raise crossed and self-fertilised plants for more than a 
single generation ; but as soon os the plants of the 
first generation were in flower 1 thought that I would 
raise one more generation, and acted in the following 
manner. Several flowers on one or more of the self- 
fertilisod plants were again self-fertilised ; and several 
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flowers on one or more of the crossed plants were ferti- 
lised with pollen from another crossed plant of the 
same lot. Haring thus once begun, the same method 
was followed for as many as ten successive generations 
with some of the species. The seeds and seedlings were 
always treated in exactly the same manner as already 
described. The self-fertilised plants, whether originally 
descended from one or two mother-plants, were thus in 
each generation as closely interbred as was possible ; 
and I could not have improved on my plan. But 
instead of crossing one of the crossed plants with 
another crossed plant, I ought to have crossed the self- 
fertilised plants of each generation with pollen taken 
from a non-related plant — that is, one belonging to a 
distinct family or stock of the same species and variety. 
This was done in several cases as an additional experi- 
ment, and gave very striking results. But the plan 
usually followed was to put into competition and 
compare intercrossed plants, which were almost always 
the offspring of more or less closely related plants, with 
the self-fertilised plants of each succeeding genera- 
tion; — all having been grown under closely similar 
conditions. I have, however, learnt more by this method 
of proceeding, which was begun by an oversight and 
then necessarily followed, than if I had always crossed 
the self-fertilised plants of each succeeding generation 
with pollen from a fresh stock. 

I have said that the crossed plants of the successive 
generations were almost always inter-related. When 
the flowers on an hermaphrodite plant are crossed 
with pollen taken from a distinct plant, the seedlings 
thus raised may be considered as hermaphrodite brothers 
or sisters ; those raised from the same capsule being as 
close as twins or animals of the same litter. But in 
one sense the flowers on the same plant are distinct 
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individuals, and as several flowers on the mother-plant 
were crossed by pollen taken from several flowers on 
the father-plant, such seedlings would be in one sense 
half-brothers or sisters, but more closely related than 
are the half-brothers and sisters of ordinary animals. 
The flowers on the mother-plant were, however, com- 
monly crossed by pollen taken from two or more dis- 
tinct plants ; and in these cases the seedlings might 
be called with more truth half-brothers or sisters. 
When two or three mother-plants were crossed, as often 
happened, by pollen taken from two or three father- 
plants (the seeds being all intermingled), some of the 
seedlings of the first generation would be in no way 
related, whilst many others would be whole or half- 
brothers and sisters. In the second generation a large 
number of the seedlings would be what may be called 
whole or half first-cousins, mingled with whole and 
half-brothers and sisters, and with some plants not at 
all related. So it would be in the succeeding genera- 
tions, but there would also be many cousins of the 
second and more remote degrees. The relationship will 
thus have become more and more inextricably complex 
in the later generations ; with most of the plants in 
some degree and many of them closely related. 

1 have only one other point to notice, but this is one 
of the highest importance; namely, that the crossed 
and self-fertilised plants were subjected in the sume 
generation to as nearly similar and uniform conditions as 
was possible. In the successive generations they were 
exposed to slightly different conditions as the seasons 
varied, and they were raised at different periods. But 
in other respects all were treated alike, being grown 
in pots in the same artificially prepared soil, being 
watered at the same time, and kept close together 
in the same greenhouse or hothouse. They were 
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therefore not exposed during successive years to such 
great vicissitudes of climate as are plants growing out 
of doors. 

On some apparent and real Causes of Error, in my Ex- 
periments . — It has been objected to such experiments 
as mine, that covering plants with a net, although only 
for a short time whilst in flower, may affect their health 
and fertility. I have seen no such effect except in one 
instance with a Myosotis, and the covering may not 
then have been the real cause of injury. But even if 
the net were slightly injurious, and certainly it was not 
so in any high degree, as I could judge by the appear- 
ance of the plants and by comparing their fertility with 
that of neighbouring uncovered plants, it would not 
have vitiated my experiments ; for in all the more im- 
portant cases the flowers were crossed as well as self- 
fertilised under a net, so that they were treated in this 
respect exactly alike. 

As it is impossible to exclude such minute pollen- 
carrying insects as Thrips, flowers which it was intended 
to fertilise with their own pollen may sometimes have 
been afterwards crossed with pollen brought by these 
insects from another flower on the same plant ; but as 
we shall hereafter see, a cross of this kind does not 
produce any effect, or at most only a slight one. When 
two or more plants were placed near one another 
under the same net, as was often done, there is some 
real though not great danger of the flowers which 
were believed to be self-fertilised being afterwards 
crossed with pollen brought by Thrips from a distinct 
plant I have said that the danger is not great, 
because I have often found that plants which are 
self-sterile, unless aided by insects, remained sterile 
when several plants of the same species were placed 
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under the same net. If, however, the flowers which 
had been presumably self-fertilised by mo were in any 
case afterwards crossed by Thrips with pollen brought 
from a distinct plant, crossed seedlings would have 
been included amongst the self-fertilised ; but it should 
be especially observed that this occurrence would tend 
to diminish and not to increase any superiority in 
average height, fertility, &c., of the crossed over the 
self-fertilised plants. 

As the flowers which were crossed were never cas- 
trated, it is probable or even almost certain that I 
sometimes failed to cross-fertilise them effectually, and 
that they were afterwards spontaneously self-fertilised. 
This would have been most likely to occur with dicho- 
gamous species, for without much care it is not easy to 
perceive whether their stigmas are ready to be fer- 
tilised when the anthers open. But in all cases, 
as the flowers were protected from wind, rain, and the 
access of insects, any pollen placed by me on the 
stigmatic surface whilst it was immature, would gener- 
ally have remained there until the stigma was mature ; 
and the flowers would then have been crossed as was 
intended. Nevertheless, it is highly probable that 
self-fertilised seedlings have sometimes by this means 
got included amongst the crossed seedlings. The effect 
would be, os in the former case, not to exaggerate 
but to diminish any average superiority of the crossed 
over the self-fertilised plants. 

Errors arising from the two causes just named, and 
from others, — such as some of the seeds not having 
been thoroughly ripened, though care was taken to 
avoid this error — the sickness or unperceived injury of 
any of the plants, — will have been to a large extent 
eliminated, in those cases in which many crossed and 
self-fertilised plants were measured and an average 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



24 



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 



Chap. I. 



struck. Some of these causes of error will also have 
been eliminated by the seeds haring been allowed to 
germinate on bare damp sand, and being planted in 
pairs; for it is not likely that ill-matured and well- 
matured, or diseased and healthy seeds, would germi- 
nate at exactly the same time. The same result will 
have been gained in the several cases in which only a 
few of the tallest, finest, and healthiest plants on each 
side of the pots were measured. 



Kolreuter and Gartner* have proved that with some 
plants several, even as many as from fifty to sixty, 
pollen-grains are necessary for the fertilisation of all 
the ovules in the ovarium. Naudin also found in 
the case of Mirabilis that if only one or two of its 
very large pollen-grains were placed on the stigma, 
the plants raised from such seeds were dwarfed. 
I was therefore careful to give an amply sufficient 
supply of pollen, and generally covered the stigma 
with it ; but I did not take any special pains to place 
exactly the same amount on the stigmas of the self- 
fertilised and crossed flowers. After having acted in 
this manner during two seasons, I remembered that 
Gartner thought, though without any direct evidence, 
that an excess of pollen was perhaps injurious ; and it 
has been proved by Spallanzani, Quatrefages, and 
Newport,! that with various animals an excess of the 
seminal fluid entirely prevents fertilisation. It was 
therefore necessary to ascertain whether the fertility of 
the flowers was affected by applying a rather small and 
un extremely large quantity of pollen to the stigma. 
Accordingly a very small mass of pollen-grains was 



tier Befrnch- 

tung,’ 1844, p. 845. Naudin, 
• Nouvellea Archives du Museum,’ 



t *' Transactions Philosophical 
loci’ 1853, pp. 258-258. 
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placed on one side of the large stigma in sixty-four 
flowers of Ipomaea purpurea, and a great mass of pollen 
over the w hole surface of the stigma in sixty-four other 
flowers. In order to vary the experiment, half the 
flowers of both lots were on plants produced from self- 
fertilised seeds, and the other half on plants from 
crossed seeds. The sixty-four flowers with an excess 
of pollen yielded sixty-one capsules; and excluding 
four capsules, each of which contained only a single 
poor seed, the remainder contained on an average 5 07 
seeds per capsule. The sixty-four flowers with only a 
little pollen placed on one side of the stigma yielded 
sixty-three capsules, and excluding one from the same 
cause as before, the remainder contained on an average 
6-129 seeds. So that the flowers fertilised with little 
pollen yielded rather more capsules and seeds than did 
those fertilised with an excess ; but the difference is 
too slight to be of any significance. On the other 
hand, the seeds produced by the flowers with an excess 
of pollen were a little heavier of the two ; for 170 of 
them weighed 79 -67 grains, whilst 170 seeds from the 
flowers with very little pollen weighed 79 • 20 grains. 
Both lots of seeds having been placed on damp sand 
presented no difference in their rate of germination. 
We may therefore conclude that my experiments were 
not affected by any slight difference in the amount of 
pollen used; a sufficiency having been employed in 
all cases. 

The order in which our subject will be treated in 
the present volume is as follows. A long series of ex- 
periments will first be given in Chapters II. to VI. 
Tables will afterwards be appended, showing in a con- 
densed form the relative heights, weights, and fertility 
of the offspring of the various crossed and self-fertilised 
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species. Another table exhibits the striking results 
from fertilising plants, which during several generations 
had either been self-fertilised or had been crossed 
with plants kept all the time under closely similar 
conditions, with pollen taken from plants of a distinct 
stock and which had been exposed to different con- 
ditions. In the concluding chaptors various related 
points and questions of general interest will be 
discussed. 

Anyone not specially interested in the subject need 
not attempt to read all the detaUs; though they 
possess, I think, some value, and cannot be all sum- 
marised. But I would suggest to the reader to take 
as an example the experiments on Ipomoea in Chapter 
IL ; to which may be added those on Digitalis, Origa- 
num, Viola, or the common cabbage, as in all these 
cases the crossed plants are superior to the self- 
fertilised in a marked degree, but not in quite the 
same manner. As instances of self-fertilised plants 
being equal or superior to the crossed, the experiments 
on Bartonia, Canna, and the common pea ought to be 
read; but in the last case, and probably in that of 
Canna, the want of any superiority in the crossed 
plants can be explained. 

Species were selected for experiment belonging to 
widely distinct families, inhabiting various countries. 
In some few cases several genera belonging to the 
same family were tried, and these are grouped toge- 
ther ; but the families themselves have been arranged 
not in any natural order, but in that which was the 
most convenient for my purpose. The experiments 
have been fully given, as the results appear to me of 
sufficient value to justify the details. Plants bearing 
hermaphrodite flowers can be interbred more closely 
than is possible with the higher animals, and are there- 
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fore well-fitted to throw light on the nature and extent 
of the good effects of crossing, and on the evil effects 
of close interbreeding or self-fertilisation. The most 
important conclusion at which I have arrived is that 
the mere act of crossing by itself does no good. The 
good depends on the individuals which are crossed 
differing slightly in constitution, owing to their pro- 
genitors having been subjected during several genera- 
tions to slightly different conditions, or to what we 
call in our ignorance spontaneous variation. This 
conclusion, as we shall hereafter see, is closely con- 
nected with various important physiological problems, 
such as the benefit derived from slight changes in the 
conditions of life, and this stands in the closest con- 
nection with life itself. It throws light on the origin of 
the two sexes and on their separation or union in the 
same individual, and lastly on the whole subject of 
hybridism, which is one of the greatest obstacles to the 
general acceptance and progress of the great principle 
of evolution. 

In order to avoid misapprehension, I beg leave to 
repeat that throughout this volume a crossed plant, 
seed I ill'.:, or seed, means one of crossed parentage, that 
is, one derived from a flower fertilised with pollen 
from a distinct plant of the same species. And that 
a self-fertilised plant, seedling, or seed, means one 
of self-fertilised parentage, that is, one derived from 
a flower fertilised with pollen from the same flower, 
or sometimes, when thus stated, from another flower 
on tho same plant. 
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CHAPTER II. 



IponuM purpurea, comparison of tho height and fertility of tho 
croaacd and aelf-fertiliaed planta during ten auooeaaive generation. 
—Greater conatitutional vigour of the croaacd planta -The effects 
on the offspring of croeaing different flowera on the same plant, 
inatcad of crossing distinct individual. -The effect. of a eroa with 
a fteah atock— The deacendanta of the aelf-ferti lined plant named 
Hero— Summary on the growth, rigour, and fertilitr of the aue- 
eeaairo creaaed and aelf-fcrtiliaed generation.— Small amount of 
pollen in the anthem of the eelf-fertiliaed planta of the later genera- 
tion., and the aterility of their firet-produoed flowera— Uniform 
colour of the flowera produced by the aelf-fertiliaed planta— Tho 
advantage frutna craea between two diatinct planta dependa on their 
differing in oonaUtution. 



A plant of Iponuea purpurea, or as it is often called in 
England the convolvulus major, a native of South 
America, grew in my greenhouse. Ten flowers on this 
plant were fertilised with pollen from the same flower ; 
and ten other flowers on the same plant were crossed 
with pollen from a distinct plant. The fertilisation of 
the flowers with their own pollen was superfluous, as 
this convolvulus is highly self-fertile ; but I acted in 
this manner to make the experiments correspond in all 
respects. Whilst the flowers are young the stigma 
projects beyond the anthers ; and it might have been 
thought that it could not be fertilised without the aid 
of humble-bees, which often visit the flowers ; but as 
the flower grows older the stamens increase in length, 
and their anthers brush against the stigma, which thug 
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receives some pollen. The number of seeds produced 
by the crossed and self-fertilised flowers differed very 
little. 

Crossed and self-fertilised seeds obtained in the above 
manner were allowed to germinate on damp sand, and as often 
as pairs germinated at the same time they were planted in the 
manner described in the Introduction, on the opposite sides of 
two pots. Five pairs were thns planted ; and all the remaining 
seeds, whether or not in a state of germination, were planted on 
the opposite sides of a third pot, so that the young plants on 
both sides wero here greatly crowded and exposed to very 
severe competition. Rods of iron or wood of equal diameter 
were given to all the plants to twine up; and as soon as one of 
each pair reached the summit both were measured. A single 
rod was placed on each side of the crowded pot. No. ILL, and 
only the tallest plant on each side was measured. 



Table I. (First Generation.) 




The average height of the six crossed plants is here 86 inches, 
whilst that of the six self-fertilised plants is only 65-66 inches, 
so that the crossed plants are to the self-fertilised in height as 
100 to 76. It should be observed that this difference is not duo 
to a few of the crossod plants being extremely tall, or to a few of 
tho self-fertilised being extremely short, but to all the crossed 
plants attaining a greater height than their antagonists. The 
three pairs in Pot I. were measurod at two earlier periods, and 
the difference was sometimes greater and sometimes less than that 
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at the final measuring. But it is an interesting fact, of which I 
hare seen several other instances, that one of the self-fertilised 
plants, when nearly a foot in height, was half an inch taller 
than the crossed plant; and again, when two feet high, it was 
1} inch taller, bnt daring the ten subsequent days the crossed 
plant began to gain on its antagonist, and ever afterward asserted 
its supremacy, until it exceeded its self-fertilised opponent by 
16 inches. 

The five crossed plants in Pots I. and IL were covered with a 
net, and produced 121 capsules ; the five self-fertilised plants 
produced eighty-four capsules, so that the numbers of capsules 
were as 100 to 69. Of the 121 capsules on the crossed plants 
sixty-five were the product of flowers crossed with pollen from a 
distinct plant, and these contained on an avorago 6 '23 seeds per 
capsule; the remaining fifty-six capsules were spontaneously 
self-fertilised. Of the eighty-four capsules on the self-fertilised 
plants, all the product of renewed self-fertilisation, fifty-five 
(which were alone examined) contained on an average 4 ’85 
seeds per capsule. Therefore the cross-fertilised capsules, com- 
pared with the self-fertilised capsules, yielded seeds in the 
proportion of 100 to 93. The crossed seeds wore relatively 
heavier than the self-fortiliscd seeds. Combining the above 
data (i.e., number of capsules and average number of contained 
seeds), the crossed plants, compared with the self-fertilised, 
yielded seeds in the ratio of 100 to 64. 

These crossed plants produced, as already stated, fifty-six 
spontaneously self-fertilised capsules, and the self-fortilisod 
plants produced twenty-nine such capsules. The former con- 
tained on an average, in comparison with tho latter, seeds 
in tho proportion of 100 to 99. 

In Pot liL, on the opposite sides of which a large number of 
crossed and self-fertilised seeds had boon sown and the seed- 
lings allowed to struggle together, the crossed plants had at 
first no groat advantage. At one time tho tallest crossed was 
25J inches high, and the tallest self-fertilised plants 21’ But 
the difference afterwards became much greater. The plants on 
both sides, from being so crowded, were poor specimens. The 
flowers were allowed to fertilise themselves spontaneously under 
a net; the crossed plants produced thirty-seven capsules, the 
self-fertilised plants only eighteen, or as 100 to 47. The former 
contained on an average 3 '62 seeds per capsule; and tho latter 
8 '88 seeds, or as 100 to 98. Combining these data (i.e., number 
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of capsules and average number of needs), the crowded crossed 
plants produced seeds compared with the self-fcrtilisod as 100 
to 45. These latter seeds, however, were decidedly heavier, a 
hundred weighing 41 -64 grains, than those from the capsules 
on the crossed plunts, of which a hundred weighed 36 ' 7‘J grains ; 
and this probably was duo to the fewer caiwules borne by the 
self-fertilised plants having been better nourished. Wo thus see 
that the crossed plants in this the first generation, when grown 
under favourable conditions, and when grown under unfavour- 
able conditions from being much crowded, greatly exceeded in 
height, and in the numlier of capsules produced, and slightly 
in the number of seeds per capsule, the self-fertilised plants. 

Crossed and seff-/ertilised Plants of the Second Generation . — 
Flowers on the crossed plants of the last generation (Table L) 
wore crossed by pollen from distinct plants of the same genera- 
tion ; and flowers on the self-fertilised plants were fertilised by 
pollen from the samo flower. The seeds thus produced were 
treated in every respect as before, and we have in Table II. 
the resulL 



Table II. ( Second Generation .) 



No. of Pot | 


Crowd Plants. 




1 






L 1 


83 


H 




83 


80 ] 


U. 


8.11 

89 






171 




Total inrhoo. 1 


«lo 


398 



Here again every single crossed plant is taller than its anta- 
gonist. The self-fertilised plant in Pot L, which ultimately 
reached tho unusual height of 80$ inches, was for a long time 
taller than tho opposed crossed plant, though at last beaten by 
it The average height of the six crossed plants is 84 -16 inches, 
whilst that of tho six self-fertilised plants is 66-33 inches, or 
as 100 to 79. 

Craned and setf-fertiliscd Plants of the Third Generation . — Seeds 
from tho crossed plants of tho last generation (Tablo II.) again 
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Again all the crossed plants are higher than their antagonists : 
their average height is 77 '41 inches, whereas that of the self- 
fertilised is 52 '83 inches, or as 100 to 68. 

I attended closely to the fertility of the plants of this third 
generation. Thirty flowers on tho crossed plants were crossed 
with pollen from other crossed plants of the same generation, 
and the twenty-six capsules thus produced contained, on an 
average, 4 73 seeds; whilst thirty flowers on tho self-fertilised 
plants, fertilised with the pollen from the same flower, produced 
twenty-three capsules, each containing 4 43 seeds. Thus the 
average number of seeds in the crossed capsules was to that in 
the self-fortilisod capsules os 100 to 94. A hundred of tho 
crossed seeds weighed 43 • 27 grains, whilst a hundred of the self- 
fertilised seeds weighod only 37-63 grains. Many of these lighter 
wlf-fertilised seeds placed on damp sand germinated before the 
crossed ; thus thirty-six of the former germinated whilst only 
thirteen of the latter or crossed seeds germinated. In Pot I. 
tho throe crossed plants produced spontaneously under tho net 
(besides tho twenty-six nrtiftcially cross-fertilised capsules) 



4-41 seeds; whilst the three self-fertilised plants produced 
spontaneously (besides the twenty-three artificially self-fertilised 
capsules) only twenty-nine self-fertilised capsules, containing on 
an average 4 • 14 seeds. Therefore tho averngo numler of seeds 
in the two lota of spontaneously self-fertilised capsules was as 
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100 to 94. Taking into consideration the number of capsnles 
together with the average number of seeds, the crossed plants 
(spontaneously self-fertilised) produced seeds in comparison with 
the solf-fertilised plants (spontaneously self-fertilised) in the 
proportion of 100 to 35. By whatever method the fertility of 
these plants is compared, the crossed are more fertile than the 
self-fertilised plants. 

I tried in several ways the comparative vigour and powers of 
growth of the crossed and self-fertilised “plants of this third 
generation. Thus, four self-fertilised seeds which had just 
germinated were planted on ono sido of a pot, and after an in- 
terval of forty-eight hours, four crossed seeds in the same state 
of germination were planted on tho opposite side ; and the pot 
was kept in the hothouse. I thought that the advantage thus 
given to the self-fertilised seedlings would have been so great 
that they would never have been beaten by the crossed ones. 
They were not beaten until all had grown to a height of 18 
inches; and the degree to which they were finally beaten is 
shown in the following table (No. IV.). We here see that the 
average height of the four crossed plants is 76 “G2, and of the 
four self-fertilised plants 65“87 inches, or as 100 to 86 ; there- 
fore less than when both sides started fair. 

TABU! TV. {Third Generation, the sef-fertiliserl Plants having 
had a start of forty-eight hours.) 




Crossed and self-fertilised seeds of the third generation were 
also sown out of doors late in the summer, and therefore under 
unfavourable conditions, and a single stick was given to each 
lot of plants to twine up. The two lots were sufficiently 
separate so as not to interfere with each other’s growth, and tho 
ground was clear of weeds. As soon as they were killed by the 
first frost (and there was no difference in their hardiness), tho 
two tallest crossed plants were found to be 24 • 5 and 22 • 5 inches, 
D 
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whilst the two tallest self-fertilised plants were only 15 and 
12-5 inches in height, or as 100 to 59. 

I likewise sowed at the same time two lots of the same seeds 
in a part of the garden which was shady and covered with 
weeds. The crossed seedlings from the first looked the most 
healthy, but they twined tip a stick only to a height of 7i inehes ; 
whilst the self-fertilised were not able to twine at all; and the 
tallest of them was only 31 inches in height. 

Lastly, two lots of the same seeds were sown in the midst of 
a bed of randy-tuft (Iheris) growing vigorously. The seedlings 
came up, but all the self-fertilised ones soon died excepting one, 
which never twined and grew to a height of only 4 inches. 
Many of tho crossed seedlings, on tho other hand, survived ; 
and some twined up tho steins of the Uteris to the height of 
11 inches. These rases prove that the crossed seedlings 
have an immense advantage over the self-fertilised, both when 
growing isolated under very unfavourable conditions, and when 
put into competition with each other or with other plants, as 
would happen in a state of nature. 

Crmmlandtttf-ftTtiliMsd Phntnof tht Fourth Generation. — Seed- 
lings raised ns before from the crossed and self-fertilised plants 
of the third generation in Table in., gave results as follows:— 



Table V. (Fourth Generation.) 




Here tho average height of the seven crossod plants is 69-78 
inches, and that of the seven self-fertilised plants 60- 14 ; or as 
100 to 86. This smaller difference relatively to that in tho 
former generations, may be attributed to tho plants having been 
raised during the dopth of winter, and consequently to their not 
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baving grown vigorously, as was shown by their general ap- 
pearance and from several of them never reaching the summits 
of the rods. In Pot H., one of the self-fertilised plants was for 
a long time taller by two inches than its opponent, but was 
ultimately l>cateu by it, so that all the crossed plants exceeded 
their opponents in height. Of twonty-eight capsules produced 
by the crossed plants fertilised by pollen from a distinct plant, 
each contained on an average 4 '75 seeds; of twenty-seven self- 
fertilised capsules on the self-fertilised plants, each contained 
on an average 4 -47 seeds; so that the proportion of seeds in the 
crossed and self-fertilised capsules was as 100 to 94. 

Some of the same seeds, from which the plants in the last 
Table V. had boon raised, were planted, after they had germi- 
nated on damp sand, in a square tub, in which a large Brng- 
rnansia had long been growing. The soil was extremely poor 
and full of roots ; six crossed seeds wore planted in ono corner, 
and six self-fertilised seeds in the opposite comer. All the 
seedlings from tho latter soon (lied excepting one, and this grew 
to the height of only 1J inch. Of the crossed plants three 
survived, aud they grew to the height of 21 inches, but were not 
ablo to twine round a stick; nevertheless, to my surprise, they 
produced some small miserable flowers. The crossed plants 
thus had a decided advantage over the self-fertilised plants 
under this extremity of bod conditions. 

Crofted anil self-fertilised Slants of the Fifth Generation . — These 
were raised in the same manner as before, and when measured 
gave tho following results: — 




Table VI. (.Fifth Generation.) 



The averago height of the six crossed plants is 82-54 inches. 



D 2 
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and that of the six self-fertilised plants 62' 33 inches, or as 100 
to 75. Every crossed plant exceeded its antagonist in height. 
In Pot I. the middle plant on the crossed sido was slightly 
injured whilst young by a blow, and was for a time beaten by 
its opponent, but ultimately recovered the usual superiority. 
The crossed plants produced spontaneously a vast number more 
capsules than did the self-fertilised plants; and the capsules of 
the former contained on an average 3 37 seeds, whilst those of 
the latter contained only 3 0 per capsule, or as 100 to 89. But 
looking only to the artificially fertilised capsules, those on the 
crossed plants again crossed contained on nn averngo 4 46 
seeds, whilst thoso on the self-fertilised plants again self- 
fertilised contained 4 77 seeds; so that the self-fertilised cap- 
sules were the more fertile of the two, and of this unusual fact 
I can offer no explanation. 

Crowd and vl/.fntilUed Plant, qf the Sixth Generation.— 
These were raised in the usual manner, with the following result 
1 should state that there were originally eight plants on each 
side; but as two of the self-fertilised liecamo extremely un- 
healthy and nover grow to near their full height, these as well 
as their opponents havo lieen struck out of the list. If they had 
been retained, they would have mado the average height of the 
crossed plants un&irly greater than that of tho self-fertilised. 

I have acted in the same manner in a few other instances, when 
one of a pair plainly became very unhealthy. 

Tabu VII. ( Sixth Generation.} 




The average height of the six crossed plants is hero 87 "5, and 
of the six self-fertilised plants 63- 16, oras 100 to 72. This large 
difference was chiefly due to most of the plants, especially the 
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self-fcrtilisod ones, having bocome unhealthy towards the close 
of their growth, and they wore severely attacked by aphides. 
From this cause nothing can bo inferred with rospoct to their 
relative fertility. In this generation we have the first instanco 
of a self-fertilised plant in Pot II. exceeding (though only by 
half an inch) its crossed opponont. This victory was fairly won 
after a long struggle. At first the self-fertilised plant was several 
inches taller than its opponent, but when the latter was 4) 
feet high it had grown equal; it then grow a little taller than 
the solf-fertilised plant, but was ultimately beaten by it to the 
extent of half an inch, as shown in the table. I was so much 
surprised at this caso that I saved the self-fertilised seeds of 
this plant, which I will call the " Hero,” and experimented on 
its descendants, as will hereafter be described. 

Besides the plants included in Table VII., nine crossed and 
nine self-fertilised plants of the same lot were raised in two 
other pots, IV. and V. Theso pots had been kept in the hot- 
house, but from want of room were, whilst the plants were 
young, suddenly moved during very cold weather into the 
coldest part of the greenhouse. They all suffered greatly, and 
nover quite recovered. After a fortnight only two of the nine 
self-fertilised seedlings were alive, whilst seven of the crossed 
survived. The tallest of these latter plants when measured was 
47 inches in height, whilst the tallest of the two surviving self- 
fertilised plants was only 32 inches. Here again we see how much 
more vigorous tho crossed plants are than the self-fertilised. 

Crimed and self-fertilised Plants of the Seventh Generation . — 
These were raised as heretofore with the following result 
Table V TTT. . (Seventh Generation.) 
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Each of these nino crossed plante is higher than its opponent, 
though in one case only by three-quarters of an inch. Their 
arcrago height is 83' 94 inches, and that of the self-fertilised 
plante 6825, or as 100 to 81. These plante, after growing to 
their fall height, became very unhealthy and infested with 
aphides, just when the seeds were setting, so that many of the 
capsules failed, and nothing can be said on their relative 
fertility. 

Crowed and mUf.f'rtilMi Plant. of tk « Eighth Cesm.fion.-Aa 
just stated, the plants of the last generation, from which the 
present ones were raised, were very unhealthy and their seeds 
of unusually small sire; and this probably accounts, through 
abnormal premature growth, for the two lots behaving dif- 
ferently to what they did in any of the previous or succeeding 
generations. Many of the self-fertilised seeds germinated before 
the crossed ones, and these were of course rejected. When tho 
crossed seedlings in Table IX. had grown to a height of between 
1 and 2 feet, they were all, or almost all, shorter than their self- 
fertilised opponents, but were not then measured. When they 
had acquired an average height of 82-28 inches, that of the 
self-fertilised plante was 40-88, or as 100 to 122. Moreover 
every one of the self-fertilised plants, with a single exception 
exceeded its crossed opponent When, however, the crossed 
plante had grown to an average height of 77 56 inches, they 
just exceeded (viz., by 7 of an inch) the averago height of the 
self-fertilised plants; but two of the latter were still taller than 
their crossed opponents. I was so much astonished at this whole 
case, that I tied string to tho summits of the rods ; the plants 
being thus allowed to continue climbing upwards. When their 
growth was complete they were untwined, stretched straight, 
and measured. Tho crossed plants had now almost regained 
their accustomed superiority, as may be seen in Table IX. 

The average height of the eight crossed plants is here 118 25 
inches, and that of the self-fertilised plants 96 65, or as 100 to 
85. Nevertheless two of tho self-fertilised plants, as may be seen 
in the table, were still higher than their crossed opponents. 
The latter manifestly had much thicker stems and manv m 
lateral branches, and looked altogether more vigorous |R— 
self-fertilised plante, and generally flowered before them. The 
earlier flowers produced by these self-fertilised plante did not 
set any capsules, and their anthers contained only a small 
amount of pollen ; but to this subjoct 1 shall return. Nevcrthe- 
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less capsules produced by two other self-fertilised plants of the 
same lot, not included in Table IX., which had been highly 
favoured by being grown in separate pots, contained the large 
average number of 5 • 1 seeds per capsule. 



Table IX. ( Eighth Generation.) 




Cixmed and eeff-fertiliecd Plant « of the Ninth Generation . — 
The plants of this generation were raised in the same manner 
as before, with tho result shown in Table X. 

The fourteen crossed plants averago in hoight 81 ‘39 inches 
and the fourteen self-fertilised plants 04 '07, or as 100 to 79. 
One self-fertilisod plant in Pot III. exceeded, and one in Pot IV. 
equalled in height, its opponent The self-fertilised plants 
sliowod no sign of inheriting the precocious growth of their 
parents ; this having boon duo, os it would appear, to the 
abnormal state of tho seeds from the unhcalthineRs of their 
parents. The fourteen self-fertilisod plants yielded only forty 
spontaneously self-fertilised capsules, to which must be added 
seven, the product of ten flowers artificially self-fertilised. On 
the other hand, the fourteen crossed plants yielded 152 spon- 
taneously self-fertilised capsules; but thirty-six flowore on these 
plants were crossed (yielding thirty-three capsules), and these 
flowers would probably have produced about thirty sponta- 
neously self-fertilised capsules. Therefore an equal number 
of the crossed and self-fertilised plants would have produced 
capsules in the proportion of about 182 to 47, or as 100 to 26. 
Another phenomenon was well pronounced in this generation, 
but I believe had occurred previously to a slight extent ; 
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namely, that most of the flowers on the self-fertilised plants 
wore somewhat monstrous. The monstrosity consisted in the 
corolla being irregularly split so that it did not open properly, 
with one or two of the stamens slightly foliaceous, coloured, 
and firmly coherent to the corolla. I observed this monstrosity 
in only one flower on the crossed plants. The self-fertilised 
plants, if well nourished, would almost certainly, in a few more 
generations, have produced double flowers, for they had already 
become in some degree sterile * 



Table X. ( Ninth Generation.) 




Crooned and self -fertilised Plants of the Tenth Generation.— Six 
plants wore raised in the usual manner from the crossed plants 
of the last generation (Tablo X.) again intercrossed, and from 
the self-fertilised again self-fertilised. As one of the crossed 
plants in Pot I. in the following table became much diseased, 
having crumpled leaves, and producing hardly any capsules, it 
and its opponent have been struck out of the table. 



* See on this subject ‘Variation Domestication,’ chap, xviii. 2nd 
of Animals and Plants under edit vol. ii. p. 152. 
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The fire crossed plants average 93'7 inches, and the five self- 
lertilisod only 50-4, or as 100 to 54. This difference, however, 
is so groat that it must be looked at as in |«rt accidental. The 
six crossed plants (the diseased one here included) yielded spon- 
taneously 101 capsules, and tlio six self-fertilised plants 88, 
the latter being chiefly produced by one of tho plants. But as 
the diseased plant, which yielded hardly any seed, is here included, 
the ratio of 101 to 88 docs not fairly give tho rolativo fertility 
of the two lots. Tho stems of the six crossed plants looked so 
much finer than those of the six self-fertilised plants, that after 
the capsules had been gathered and most of the leaves had fallen 
off, they were weighod. Those of tho crossed plants weighed 
2,693 grains, whilst those of the self-fertilised plants weighed 
only 1,173 grains, or as 100 to 44 ; but as the diseased and 
dwarfed crossed plant is here included, the superiority of the 
former in weight was really greater. 

The Effects on the Offspring of crossing different Flotcers 
on the same Plant, instead of crossing distinct Individuals. 
—In all the foregoing experiments, seedlings from 
flowers crossed by pollen from a distinct plant (though 
in the later generations more or less closely related) 
were put into competition with, and almost invariably 
proved markedly superior in height to the offspring 
from self-fertilised flowers. I wished, therefore, to 
ascertain whether a cross between two flowers on the 
same plant would give to the offspring any superiority 
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over the offspring from flowers fertilised with their 
own pollen. 1 procured some fresh seed and raised 
two plants, which were covered with a net ; and several 
of their flowers were crossed with pollen from a dis- 
tinct flower on the same plant. Twenty-nine capsules 
thus produced contained on an average 4-86 seeds per 
capsule; nnd 100 of these seeds weighed 36-77 grains. 
Several other flowers were fertilised with their own 
pollen, and twenty-six capsules thus produced con- 
tained on an average 4' 42 seeds per capsule ; 100 of 
which weighed 42 61 grains. So that a cross of this 
kind appears to have increased slightly the number of 
seeds per capsule, in the ratio of 100 to 91 ; but these 
crossed seeds were lighter than the self-fertilised in the 
ratio of 86 to 100. I doubt, however, from other 
observations, whether these results are fully trust- 
worthy. The two lots of seeds, after germinating on 
sand, were planted in pairs on the opposite sides of 
nine pots, and were treated in every respect like the 
plants in the previous experiments. The remaining 
seeds, some in a state of germination and some not 
so, were sown on the opposite sides of a large pot 
(No. X.) ; and the four tallest plants on each side of 
this pot were measured. The result is shown in 
Table XII. 

The average height of the thirty-one crossed plants is 
73'23 inches, and that of the thirty-one self-fertilised j 
plants 77*41 inches; or as 100 to 106. Looking to' 
each pair, it may be seen that only thirteen of the 
crossed plants, whilst eighteen of the self-fertilised J 
plants exceed their opponents. A record was kept with 
respect to the plant which flowered first in each pot ; 
and only two of the crossed flowered before one of the 
self-fertilised in the same pot ; whilst eight of the self- 
fertilised flowered first. It thus appears that the 
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crossed plants are slightly inferior in height and in 
earliness of flowering to the self-fertilised. But the 
inferiority in height is so small, namely as 100 to 106, 
that 1 should hare felt very doubtful on this head, 
had I not cut down all the plants (except those 
in the crowded pot No. X.) close to the ground and 
weighed them. The twenty -seven crossed plants 
weighed 16} ounces, and the twenty-seven self-fer- 
tilised plants 20} ounces; and this gives a ratio of 
100 to 124. 

A self-fertilised plant of the same parentage as those 
in Table XIL had been raised in a separate pot for a 
distinct purpose ; and it proved partially sterile, the 
anthers containing very little pollen. Soveral flowers 
on this plant were crossed with the little pollen which 
could be obtained from the other flowers on the same 
plant ; and other flowers were self-fertilised. From the 
seeds thus produced four crossed and four self-fertilised 
plants were raised, which were planted in the usual 
manner on the opposite sides of two pots. All these 
four crossed plants were inforior in height to their 
opponents; they averaged 78-18 inches, whilst the 
four self-fertilised plants averaged 84 -8 inches ; or as 
100 to 108.* This case, therefore, confirms the last. 
Taking all the evidence together, we must conclude 
that these strictly self-fertilised plants grew a little 
taller, were heavier, and generally flowered before 
those derived from a cross between two flowers on the 
same plant. These latter plants thus present a won- 
derful contrast with those derived from a cross between 
two distinct individuals. 



• Prom on* of then* aalf-fertl- on average only 8-2 tootli per 
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The Effects on the Offspring of a Cross with a distinct 
or fresh Stock belonging to the same Variety. — From the 
two foregoing series of experiments we see, firstly, the 
good effects during several successive generations of 
a cross between distinct plants, although these were 
in some degree inter-relatecP and had been grown 
under nearly the same conditions ; and, secondly, the 
absence of all such good effects from a cross between 
flowers on the same plant ; the comparison in both 
cases being made with the offspring of flowers fertilised 
with their own pollen. The experiments now to be 
given show how powerfully and beneficially plants, 
which have been intercrossed during many successive 
generations, having been kept all the time under 
nearly uniform conditions, are affected by a cross with 
another plant belonging to the same variety, but to a 
distinct family or stock, which had grown under dif- 
ferent conditions. 

Several flowers on tho crossed plants of the ninth generation 
in Table X., were crossed with pollen from another crossed plant 
of the some lot. Tho seedlings thus raised formed the tenth 
intercrossed generation, and I will call them the “ intercrossed 
plants." Several other flowers on the same crossed plants of 
the ninth generation were fertilised (not having been castrated) 
with pollen taken from plants of tho same variety, but belonging 
to a distinct family, which had been grown in a distant garden 
at Colchester, and therefore under somewhat different conditions. 
The capsules produced by this cross contained, to my surprise, 
fewer and lighter seeds than did the capsules of the intercrossed 
plants ; but this, I think, must have been accidental. The seed- 
lings raised from them I will call the " Colchester-crossed.” Tho 
two lots of seeds, after germinating on sand, were planted in 
the usual manner on tho opposite sides of five pots, and the 
remaining seeds, whether or not in a state of germination, 
were thickly sown on the opposite sides of a very largo pot, 
No. VI., in Table XIII. In three of the six pots, after the 
young plants had twined a short way up their sticks, one of the 
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Colchester-crossed plants was much taller than any one of 
the intercrossed plants on the opposito sido of the Borne pot ; 
and in the throo othor pots somewhat taller. I should state 
that two of the Colchester-crossed plants in Pot IV., when 
about two-thirds grown, became much diseased, and were, 
together with their intercrossed opponents, rejected. The 
remaining nineteen plants, when almost fully grown, were 
measured, with the following result: — 



Table XIII. 
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to the fertility of the two lots, it was too troublesome to collect 
and count the cajieulcs on all the plants ; so I selected two of 
the best pots, V. and VI., and in these the Colchester-crossed 
produced 2<VJ mature and half-mature capsules, whilst an equal 
number of the intercrossed plants produced only 154 capsules; 
or as 100 to 57. By weight the capsules from the Colchester- 
crossed plants were to those from the intercrossed plants as 
100 to 51 ; so that the former probably contained a somewhat 
larger average number of seeds. 



i We learn from this important experiment that 

[ plants in some degree related, which had been inter- 
crossed during the nine previous generations, when they 
were fertilised with pollen from a fresh stock, yielded 
[’ seedlings as superior to the seedlings of the tenth 
I intercrossed generation, as these latter were to the self- 
• fertilised plants of the corresponding generation. For 
if we look to the plants of the ninth generation in 
[ Table X. (and these offer in most respects the fairest 
standard of comparison) we find that the intercrossed 
plants were in height to the self-fertilised as 100 to 79, 
and in fertility as 100 to 26 ; whilst the Colchester- 
crossed plants are in height to the intercrossed as 100 
to 78, and in fertility as 100 to 51. 

The Deecendants of the ulf-fertilieed Plant, named Hero, which 

I appeared in the Sixth eelf-fertilieed Generation. — In the five genera- 
tions before the sixth, the crossed plant of each pair was taller 
than its self-fertilised opponent ; but in the sixth generation 
(Table VII., Pot II.) the Hero appeared, which after a long and 
' dubious strugglo conquered its crossed opponent, though by 
only half an inch. I was so much surprised at this fact, that 
I resolved to ascertain whether this plant would transmit 
Its powers of growth to its seedlings. Several flowers on 
Hero were therefore fertilised with their own pollen, and the 
seedlings thus raised were put into competition with self-fer- 
tilised and intercrossed plants of the corresponding generation. 
The three lots of seedlings thus all belong to the seventh genera- 
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tion. Their relative: heights are shown in the two following 
tables:— 

Table XIV. 




Table XV. 
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Several flowors on the self-fertilised children of Hero in Table 
XIV. were fertilised with pollen from the same flower; and from 
the seeds thus produced, self-fertilised plants of tho eighth 
generation (grand-children of Hero) were raised. Several other 
flowers on the same plants were crossed with pollen from the other 
children of Hero. The seedlings raised from this cross may bo 
considered as the offspring of the union of brothers and sisters. 
The result of the competition between these two sets of seedlings 
(namely self-fertilised and the oflspring of brothers and sisters) 
is given in the following table : — 



Table XVI. 




The average height of the thirteen self-fertilised grandchildren 
of Hero is79‘76 inches, and that of the grandchildren from a 
cross between the self-fertilised children is 74 • 85 ; or as 100 to !»4. 
But in Pot IV. one of the crossed plants grew only to a height of 
154- inches; and if this plant and its opponent arc struck out, ns 
would bo the fairest plan, the average height of the crossed 
plants exceeds, but only by a fraction of an inch, that of tho self- 
E 
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fertilised plants. It is therefore clear that a cross between the 
8elf-fortili.sed children of Hero did not produce any benoficial effect 
worth notice ; and it is very doubtful whether this negative result 
can be attributed merely to the fact of brothers and sisters having 
been united, for the ordinary intercrossed plants of the several 
successive generations must often have heen derived from the 
union of brothers and sisters (as shown in Chap. I.), and yet all 
of them were greatly superior to the self-fertilised plants. We 
are therefore driven to the suspicion, which we shall soon see 
strengthened, that Hero transmitted to its offspring a peculiar 
constitution adapted for self-fertilisation. 

It would ap)xar that the self-fertilised descendants of Hero 
have not only inherited from Hero a power of growth equal to 
that of the ordinary intercrossed plants, but have become more 
fertile when self-fertilised than is usual with the plants of the 
present species. The flowers on the self-fertilised grandchildren 
of Hero in Table XVI. (the eighth generation of self-fertilised 
plants) were fertilised with their own pollen and produced plenty 
of capsules, ten of which (though this is too few a number for a 
safe average) contained 5 '2 seeds per capsule,— a higher average 
than was observed in any other case with the self-fertilised plants. 
The anthers produced by these self-fertilised grandchildren were 
also as well developed and contained as much pollen ns those on 
the intercrossed plants of the corresponding generation ; whereas 
this was not the ease with the ordinary self-fertilised plants of 
the later generations. Nevertheless some few of the flowers 
produced by the grandchildren of Hero were slightly monstrous, 
like those of the ordinary self-fertilised plants of the later genera- 
tions. In order not to recur to the subject of fertility, I may add 
thnt twenty-one self-fertilised capsules, spontaneously produced 
by the great-grandchildren of Hero (forming the ninth generation 
of self-fertilised plants), contained ou an average 1 ' 47 seeds; and 
this is as high an average as the self-fertilised flowers of any 
generation usually yielded. 

Several flowers on the self-fertilised grandchildren of Hero in 
Table XVI. were fertilised with pollen from the same flower ; and 
tho seedlings raised from them (great-grandchildren of Hero) 
formed tho ninth self-fertilised generation. Several other flowers 
were crossed with pollen from another grandchild, so that they 
may lie considered as the offspring of brothers and sisters, and the 
seedlings thus raised may be called the inttreromd great-grand- 
children. And lastly, other flowers were fertilised with pollen 
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from a distinct stock, and the seedlings thus raised may be 
called the CoUhater-cromcd great-grandchildren. In my anxiety 
to see what the result would be, I unfortunately planted the 
three lots of seeds (after they had germinated on sand) in the 
hothouse in the middle of winter, and in consequence of this the 
seedlings (twenty in number of each kind) become very unhealthy, 
some growing only a few inches in height, and very few to their 
proper height The result, therefore, cannot bo fully trusted ; 
and it would be useless to give the measurements in detail. In 
order to strike as fair an average as possible, I first excluded all 
the plants under 50 inches in height, thus rejecting all the most 
unhealthy plants. The six self-fertilised thus left wore on an 
average 60 '86 inches high; the eight intercrossed plants 63 '2 
high; and the seven Colchester -crossed 65 '37 high; so that 
there was not much difference between the three sets, the self- 
fertilised plants having a slight advantage. Nor was there any 
great difference when only the plants under 36 inches in height 
were excluded. Nor again when all tho plants, however much 
dwarfed and unhealthy, were included. In this latter case the 
Oolehcstor-erossed gave the lowest avorngo of all ; and if these 
plants had been in any marked manner superior to the other 
two lots, as from my former experience I fully expected they 
would have been, I cannot but think that some vestige of such 
cupcriority would have been evident, notwithstanding the very 
unhealthy condition of most of tho plants. No advantage, as far 
as we can judge, was derived from intercrossing two of the 
grandchildren of Hero, any more than when two of the children 
were crossed. It appears therefore t hat Hero and its descendants 
have varied from tho common typo, not only in acquiring great 
power of growth, and increased fertility when subjected to self- 
fertilisation, but in not profiting from a cross with a distinct 
stock ; and this latter fact, if trustworthy, is a unique case, as 
far as I have observed in all my experiments. 

Summary on the Growth, Vigour, and Fertility of the 
successive Generations of the crossed and self-fertilised 
Plants of Ipomeea purpurea , together with some miscel- 
laneous Observations. 

In the following table, No. XVII., we see the nverage 
or mean heights of the ten successive generations of 
the intercrossed and self-fertilised plants, grown in 
E 2 
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competition with each other; and in the right-hand 
column we have the ratios of the one to the other, the 
height of the intercrossed plants being taken at 100. 
In the bottom line the mean height of the seventy- 
three intercrossed plants is shown to be 85 '84 inches, 
and that of the seventy-three self-fertilised plants 
Gfi-02 inches, or as 100 to 77. 



Tabls XVII. 

Ipomaa purpurta. Summary of M '<mt remen ts (in Indus) qf 
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The mean height of the self-fertilised plants in 
each of the ten generations is also shown in the 
accompanying diagram, that of the intercrossed plants 
being taken at 100; and on the right side we see 
the relative heights of the seventy-three intercrossed 
plants, and of the seventy-three self-fertilised plants. 
The difference in height between the crossed and 




self-fertilised plants will perhaps be best appreciated 
by an illustration : If all the men in a country were 
on an average 6 feet high, and there were some families 
which had been long and closely interbred, these 
would be almost dwarfs, their average height during 
ten generations being only 4 feet inches. 
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It should be especially observed that the average dif- 
ference between the crossed and self-fertilised plants 
is not due to a few of the former having grown to an 
extraordinary height, or to a few of the self-fertilised 
being extremely short, but to all the crossed plants 
having surpassed their self-fertilised opponents, with 
the few following exceptions. The first occurred in 
the sixth generation, in which the plant named “ Hero” 
appeared ; two in the eighth generation, but the self- 
fertilised plants in this generation were in an anomalous 
condition, as they grew at first at an unusual rate and 
conquered for a time the opposed crossed plants ; and 
two exceptions in the ninth generation, though one 
of these plants only equalled its crossed opponent. 
Therefore, of the seventy-three crossed plants, sixty- 
eight grew to a greater height than the self-fertilised 
plants, to which they were opposed. 

In the right-hand column of figures, the difference 
in height between the crossed and self-fertilised plants 
in the successive generations is seen to fluctuate much, 
as might indeed have been expected from the small 
number of plants measured in each generation being 
insufficient to give a fajr average. It should be 
remembered that the absolute height of the plants 
goes for nothing, as each pair was measured as 
soon as one of them had twined up to the summit 
of its rod. The great difference in the tenth genera- 
tion, viz., 100 to 54, no doubt was partly accidental, 
though, when these plants were weighed, the differ- 
ence was even greater, viz., 100 to 44 The smallest 
amount of difference occurred in the fourth and the 
eighth generations, and this was apparently due to 
both the crossed and self-fertilised plants having 
become unhealthy, which prevented the former attain- 
ing their usual degree of superiority. This was an 
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unfortunate circumstance, but my experiments were 
not thus vitiated, as both lots of plants were exposed 
to the same conditions, whether favourable or un- 
favourable. 

There is reason to believe that the flowers of this 
Ipomcea, when growing out of doors, are habitually 
crossed by insects, so that the first seedlings which I 
raised from purchased seeds were probably the offspring 
of a cross. I infer that this is the case, firstly from 
humble-bees often visiting the flowers, and from the 
quantity of pollen left by them on the stigmas of such 
flowers ; and, secondly, from the plants raised from the 
same lot of seed varying greatly in the colour of their 
flowers, for as we shall hereafter see, this indicates 
much intercrossing.* It is, therefore, remarkable 
that the plants raised by me from flowers which were, 
in all probability, self-fertilised for the first time after 
many generations of crossing, should have been so 
markedly inferior in height to the intercrossed plants 
as they were, namely, as 76 to 100. As the plants 
which were self-fertilised in each succeeding generation 
necessarily became much more closely interbred in 
the later than in the earlier generations, it might have 
been expected that the difference in height between 
them and the crossed plants would have gone on in- 
creasing ; but, so far is this from being the case, that 
the difference between the two sets of plants in the 
seventh, eighth, and ninth generations taken together 
is less than in the first and second generations together. 
When, however, we remember that the self-fertilised 
aud crossed plants are all descended from the same 
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mother-plant, that many of the crossed plants in each 
generation were related, often closely related, and that 
all were exposed to the same conditions, which, as we 
shall hereafter find, is a very important circumstance, it 
is not at all surprising that the difference between 
them should have somewhat decreased in the later 
generations. It is, on the contrary, an astonishing fact, 
that the crossed plants should have been victorious, 
even to a slight degree, over the self-fertilised plants 
of the later generations. 

The much greater constitutional vigour of the 
crossed than of the self-fertilised plants, was proved on 
five occasions in various ways; namely, by exposing 
them, while young, to a low temperature or to a 
sudden change of temperature, or by growing them, 
under very unfavourable conditions, in competition 
with full-grown plants of other kinds. 

With respect to the productiveness of the crossed 
and self-fertilised plants of the successive generations, 
my observations unfortunately were not made on any 
uniform plan, partly from the want of time, and partly 
from not having at first intended to observe more than 
a single generation. A summary of the results is here 
given in a tabulated form, the fertility of the crossed 
plants being taken as 100. 

First Generation of crossed and self ■fertilised Fiants 
growing in competition with me another. — Sixty-five 
capsules produced from flowers on five crossed plants 
fertilised by pollen from a distinct plant, and fifty-five 
capsules produced from flowers on five self-fertilised 
plants fertilised by their own pollen, contained seeds 
in the proportion of 

Fifty-six spontaneously self-fertilised capsules on 
the above five crossed plants, and twenty-five sponta- 
neously self-fortilised capsules on the above five self- 
fertilised plants, yielded seeds in the proportion of . 



100 to 93 
100 to 99 
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Combining the total number of capsules produced 
by these plants, and the average number of seeds in 
each, the above crossed and self-fertilised plants 
yielded seeds in the proportion of . . . . 100 to 64 

Other plants of this first generation grown under 
unfavourable conditions and spontaneously self-ferti- 
lised, yielded seeds in the proportion of . . . 100 to 45 

Third Generation if crossed and self -fertilised Plante. 

—Crossed capsules compared with self-fertilised cap- 
sules contained seeds in the ratio of . . . 100 to 94 

An equal number of crossed and self-fertilised 
plants, both spontaneously self-fertilised, produced 

capsules in the ratio of 100 to 38 

And these capsules contained seeds in the ratio of . 100 to 94 
Combining these data, the productiveness of the 
crossed to the self-fertilised plants, both spontane- 
ously self-fertilised, was as 100 to 35 

fourth Generation of crossed and self-fertilised Plants. 

—Capsules from flowers on the crossod plants ferti- 
lised by pollen from another plant, and capsulos from 
flowers on the self-fertilised plants fertilised with their 
own pollen, contained seeds in the proportion of . 100 to 94 
fifth Generation of crossed and self-fertilised Plants. 

—The crossed plants produced spontaneously a vast 
number moro pods (not actually counted) than the 
self-fertilised, and those contained seeds in tho pro- 

of 100 to 89 

Ninth Generation of crossed and self-fertilised Plants. 

—Fourteen crossod plants, spontaneously self-forti- 



•elf-fertilised, yielded capsules (tho average number 
of seeds per capsule not having been ascertained) in 
the proportion of 100 to 26 

Plants derived from a cross with a fresh Stock com- 
pared with intercrossed Plants . — The offspring of inter- 
crossed plants of the ninth generation, crossed by a 
fresh stock, compared with plants of the same stock 
intercrossed during ton generations, both sets of plants 
left uncovered and naturally fertilised, produced 
capsules by weight as 100 to 51 

We see in this table that the crossed plants are 
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always in some degree more productive than the self- 
fertilised plants, by whatever standard they are com- 
pared. The degree differs greatly; but this depends 
chiefly on whether an average was taken of the seeds 
alone, or of the capsules alone, or of both combined. 
The relative superiority of the crossed plants is chiefly 
due to their producing a much greater number of eaj>- 
sules, and not to each ca|>snle containing a larger 
average number of seeds. For instance, in the third 
generation the crossed and self-fertilised plants pro- 
duced capsules in the ratio of 100 to 38, whilst the 
seeds in the capsules on the crossed plants were to 
those on the self-fertilised plants only as 100 to 04. 
In the eighth generation the capsules on two self- 
fertilised plants (not included in the above table), 
grown in separate pots and thus not subjected to any 
competition, yielded the large average of 5'1 seeds. 
The smaller number of capsules produced by the self- 
fertilised plants may be in part, but not altogether, 
attributed to their lessened size or height ; this being 
chiefly due to their lessened constitutional vigour, so 
that they were not able to compete with the crossed 
plauts growing in the same pots. The seeds produced 
by the crossed flowers on the crossed plants were not 
aiways heavier than the self-fertilised seeds on the 
self-fertilised plants. The lighter seeds, whether pro- 
duced from crossed or self-fertilised flowers, generally 
germinated before the heavier see<la. I may add that 
the crossed plants, with very few exceptions, flowered 
before their self-fertilised opponents, us might have 
been expected from their greater height and vigour. 

The impaired fertility of the self-fertilised plants was 
shown in another way, namely, by their anthers being 
smaller than those in the flowers on the crossed plants. 
This was first observed in the seventh generation, but 
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may have occurred earlier. Several anthers from flowers 
on the crossed and self-fertilised plants of the eighth 
generation were compared under the microscope ; and 
those from the former were generally longer and plainly 
broader than the anthers of the self-fertilised plants. 
The quantity of pollen contained in one of the latter 
was, as far as could be judged by the eye, about half 
of that contained in one from a crossed plant. The 
impaired fertility of the self-fertilised plants of the 
eighth generation was also shown in another manner, 
which may often be observed in hybrids — namely, by the 
first-formed flowers being sterile. For instance, the 
fifteen first flowers on a self-fertilised plant of one of the 
later generations were carefully fertilised with their 
own pollen, and eight of them dropped off ; at the same 
time fifteen flowers on a crossed plant growing in the 
same pot were self-fertilised, and only one dropped off. 
On two other crossed plants of the same generation, 
several of the earliest flowers were observed to fertilise 
themselves and to produce capsules. In the plants of 
the ninth, and I believe of some previous generations, 
very many of the flowers, as already stated, were 
slightly monstrous ; and this probably was connected 
with their lessened fertility. 

All the self-fertilised plants of the seventh genera- 
tion, and I believe of one or two previous generations, 
produced flowers of exactly the same tint, namely, of a 
rich dark purple. So did all the plants, without any 
exception, in the three succeeding generations of self- 
fertilised plants ; and very many were raised on account 
of other experiments in progress not here recorded. 
My attention was first called to this fact by my 
gardener remarking that there was no occasion to label 
the self-fertilised plants, as they could always be known 
by their colour. The flowers were as uniform in tint 
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as those of a wild species growing in a state of nature ; 
whether the same tint occurred, as is probable, in the 
earlier generations, neither my gardener nor self could 
recollect. The flowers on the plants which were first 
raised from purchased seed, as well as during the first 
few generations, varied much in the depth of the 
purple tint ; many were more or less pink, and occa- 
sionally a white variety appeared. The crossed plants 
continued to the tenth generation to vary in the same 
manner as before, but to a much less degree, owing, 
probably, to their having become more or less closely 
inter-related. We must therefore attribute the extra- 
ordinary uniformity of colour in the flowers on the 
plants of the seventh and succeeding self-fertilised 
generations, to inheritance not having been interfered 
with by crosses during several preceding generations, 
in combination with the conditions of life having been 
very uniform. 

A plant appeared in the sixth self-fertilised genera- 
tion, named the Hero, which exceeded by a little in 
height its crossed antagonist, and which transmitted 
its powers of growth and increased self-fertility to its 
children and grandchildren. A cross between the 
children of Hero did not give to the grandchildren 
any advantage over the self-fertilised grandchildren 
raised from the self-fertilised children. And as far as 
my observations can be trusted, which were made on 
very unhealthy plants, the great-grandchildren raised 
from intercrossing the grandchildren had no advantage 
over the seedlings from the grandchildren the product 
of continued self-fertilisation ; and what is fir more 
remarkable, the great-grandchildren raised by crossing 
the grandchildren with a fresh stock, had no advantage 
over either the intercrossed or self-fertilised great- 
grandchildren. It thus appears that Hero and its 
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descendants differed in constitution in an extraordinary- 
manner from ordinary plants of the present species. 

Although the plants raised during ten successive 
I generations from crosses between distinct yet inter- 
related plants almost invariably exceeded in height, 
I constitutional vigour, and fertility their self-fertilised 
I opponents, it has been proved that seedlings raised 
by intercrossing flowers on the same plant are by no 
means superior, on the contrary are somewhat inferior 
in height and weight, to seedlings raised from flowers 
I fertilised with their own pollen. This is a remarkable 
| fact, which seems to indicate that self-fertilisation is 
in some manner more advantageous than crossing, 
! unless the cross brings with it, as is generally the case, 
! some decided and preponderant advantage ; but to this 
I subject I shall recur in a future chapter. 

I The benefits which so generally follow from a 
cross between two plants apparently depend on- the 
two differing somewhat in constitution or character. 
This is shown by the seedlings from the intercrossed 
plants of the ninth generation, when crossed with 
I pollen from a fresh stock, being as superior in 

I height and almost as superior in fertility to the again 

I intercrossed plants, as these latter were to seedlings 

I from self-fertilised plants of the corresponding gene- 

I ration. We thus learn the important fact that the 

| mere act of crossing two distinct plants, which are 

I in some degree inter-related and which have been 

! long subjected to nearly the same conditions, does 

I little good as compared with that from a cross between 

I plants belonging to different stocks or families, and 

which have been subjected to somewhat different con- 
I ditions. We may attribute the good derived from 
the crossing of the intercrossed plants during the 
ten successive generations to their still differing some- 
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what in constitution or character, as was indeed proved 
by their flowers still differing somewhat in colour. 
But the several conclusions which may be deduced 
from the experiments on Ipomcea will be more fully 
considered in the final chapters, after all my other 
observations have been given. 
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CHAPTER III. 

8CMMICIAUACU, OraXIRlACE.E, LaIUAT.E, ETC. 

Uimnlm lutoua; height, vigour, and fertility of tho eroased ami self- 
fertilised plants of tho lirst four generatioua — Appearance of a 
now, tall, and highly oelf-fertilu variety— Offspring from a cross 
between self-fertilised plants— Effeeta of a croaa with a fresh stock 
— Effects of crossing flowers on the same plant — Summary on 
Mimnlus lnteus— Digitalis purpurea, superiority of the crossed 
plants— Effects of crossing flowers on tho same plant - Calceolaria 
— Linaria vulgaris — Vorhascum thapsus — Vamlcllia nummulnri- 



Origanum vulgure, great increase of tho crossed plants by stolons 
— Thunbcrgia alata. 

In the family of the Scrophulariacero I experimented 
on species in tlie six following genera: Mimulus, 
Digitalis, Calceolaria, Linaria, Verbaseom, and Van- 

del lia. 

IL SCBOPHULAKIACEjE.— Mimclcs lctuxs. 

The plants which I raised from purchased seed varied greatly 
in the colour of their flowers, so that hardly two individuals 
were quite alike; tho corolla lining of all shodos of yollow, 
with the most diversified blotches of purple, crimson, orange, 
and coppery brown. But these plants differed ill no other 
respect.* The flowers are evidently well adapted for fertilisa- 
tion by the agency of insects ; and in tho case of a closely allied 
species, M.nmu, I have watched liecs entering tho flowers, thus 
getting their backs well dusted with pollen ; and when they 
entered another flower the pollen was licked off their backs by 

• I scut several specimens with Tho flowors with much rod have 
variously coloured flowers to Hew, been mimed by horticulturists as 
•ltd Dr. Hooker informs me that vur. Youngiann. 
they all consisted of M. fufeus. 
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the two-lipped stigma, the lips of which are irritable and close 
like a forceps on the pollen-grains. If no pollen is enclosed 
lietween the lips, theso open again after a time. Mr. Kitchener 
has ingeniously explained * the use of these m 



o prevent the self-fertilisation of the flower. If a bee with 
no pollen on its back enters a flower it touches the stigma, 
which quickly closes, and when the lice retires dusted with 
pollen, it can leave none on the stigma of the samo flower. 
But as soon as it enters any other flower, plenty of pollen is 
left on the stigma, which will be thus cross-fertilised. Never- 
theless, if insects are excluded, the flowers fertilise themselvea 
perfectly and produce plenty of seed ; but I (lid not ascertain 
whother this is effected by the stamens increasing in length 
with advancing age, or by the bending down of the pistil. The 
chief interest in my experiments on tho present species, lies in 
the appearance in the fourth self-fertilised generation of a 
variety which bore large peculiarly-coloured flowers, and grew 
to a greater height tlian the other varieties; it likowise became 
more highly self-fertile, so that this variety resembles the 
plant named Hero, which appeared in the sixth self-fertilised 
generation of Ipomoea. 

Some flowers on one of the plants raised from the purchased 
seeds were fertilised with their own pollen ; and others on the 
same plant were crossed with pollen from a distinct plant. The 
seeds from twelve capsules thus produced were placed in 
separate watch-glasses for comparison ; and thoso from the six 
crossed capsules appeared to the eye hardly more numerous 
than those from tho six self-fertilised capsules. But when the 
seeds were weighed, those from the crossed capsules amounted 
to 102 grain, whilst those from tho self-fertilised capsules 
were only '81 grain ; so that tho former were cither heavier or 
more numerous than the latter, in the ratio of 100 to 79. 

Cnmedawiedf-fertilieed Plant* </tke Pint deaeration .— Having 
ascertained, by leaving crossed and self-fertilised seed on damp 
sand, that they germinated simultaneously, both kinds were 
thickly sown on opposite sides of a broad and rather shallow 
pan ; so that the two sets of seedlings, which came up at the 
same time, were subjected to the same unfavourable conditions. ’ 
This was a bad method of treatment, but this species was one of 
the first on which I experimented. When tho crossed seedlings 
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were on an average half an inch high, the self-fertilised ones 
were only a quarter of an inch high. When grown to their full 
height under the above unfavourable conditions, the four tallest 
crossed plants averaged 7 '62, and the four tallest Bclf-fcrtilised 
6-87 inches in height; or as 100 to 77. Ten flowers on the crossed 
plants were fully expanded before one on the self-fertilised 
plants. A few of these plants of both lots were transplanted 
into a large pot with plenty of good earth, and the self-fertilised 
plants, not now being subjected to severe competition, grew 
during the following yoar as tall as the crossed plants; bnt 
from a case whioh follows it is doubtful whether they would 
have long continued equal. Some flowers on the crossed plants 
were crossed with pollen from another plant, and the capsules 
thus produced contained a rather greater weight of seed than 
those on the self-fertilised plants again self-fertilisod. 

Crowd and self -fertilised Plants if the Second Generation.— Seed* 
from tho foregoing plants, fertilised in the manner just stated, 
were sown on the opposite sides of a small pot (I.) and came up 
crowded. The four tallest crossed seedlings, at the time of 
flowering, avoragod 8 inches in height, whilst the four tallest 
self-fertilised plants averaged only 4 inches. Crossed seeds 
were sown by themselves in a second small pot, and self- 
fertilised seeds were sown by themselves in a third small pot ; 
so that there was no competition whatever between these two 
lots. Nevertheless the crossed plants grow from 1 to 2 
inches highor on an average than the self-fertilised. Both lots 
looked equally vigorous, but tho crossed plants flowered earlier 
and more profusely than the self-fertilised. In Pot I., in which 
the two lots competed with each other, the crossed plants flowered 
first and produced a large number of capsules, whilst the 
self-fertilisod producod only ninotcen. The contents of twelve 
capsules from the crossed flowers on the crossed plants, and 
of twelve capsules from self-fertilised flowers on the self-fertilised 
plants, were placed in separate watch-glasses for comparison ; 
and the crossed seeds seemed more numerous by half than tho 
•elf-fertilised. 

The plants on both sides of Pot I., after they had seeded, 
were cut down and transplanted into a large pot with plenty of 
good earth, and in the following spring, when they had grown 
to a height of between 5 and 6 inches, tho two lots were equal, 
as occurred in a similar experiment in the last generation. 
But after some weeks the crossed plants exceeded the self- 
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fertilised onea on the opposite aide of the same pot, though not 
nearly to no groat a degree as before, when they were subjected 
to very severe competition. 

Crowd and odf-fe riaittd Plant! </ tie Third Generation.— 
Crossnl seeds from the creased plant*, and acif-fertiliaed seeds 
from the self-fertilised plants of the last generation, were sown 
thickly on opposite sides of a small pot, No. I. Tho two tallest 
plants on each side wore measured after they had flowered, and 
the two crossed ones were 12 and 71 inches, and the two self- 
fertilised ones 8 and 5! inches in height ; that is, in the ratio of 
100 to 69. Twenty flowers on the crossed plants were again 
crossed and produced twenty capsules ; ten of which contained 
1 -88 grain weight of seeds. Thirty flowers on the self-fertilised 
plants were again self-fertilised and produced twenty-six 
capsules ; ten of the best of which (many being very poor) con- 
tained only -87 grain weight of seeds; that is, in the ratio of 
100 to 65 by weight 

The superiority of the crossed over the self-fertilised plants 
was proved in various ways. Self-fertilised seeds were sown oo 
one side of a pot, and two days afterwards crossed seeds on the 
opposite sido. Tho two lots of seedlings were eqnal until they 
were above luilf an inch high; but when fully grown the two 
tallest crossed plants attained a height of 121 and 81 inches, 
whilst the two tallest self-fertilised plants were only 8 and 
inches high. 

In a third pot, crossed seeds were sown four days afto - tho 
self-fertilised, and the seedlings from the latter had at first, as 
might have been expected, an advantage; but who i the two 
lots were between 5 and 6 inches in height, they were equal, 
and ultimately the three tallest crossed plants were 11, 10, and 
8 inches, whilst tho threo tallest self-fertilised wore 12, 8j, and 
71 inches in height So that there was not much diflerenes 
between them, the crossed plants having an average advantaga 
of only tho third of an inch. The plants were cut down, and 
without being disturbed were transplanted into a larger pat. 
Thus the two lots started fair in tho following spring, and now 
tho crossed plants showed their inherent superiority, for the two 
tallest were 18 inches, whilst the two tallest self-fertilised plants 
were only 11 and 81 inches in height; or as 100 to 75. The 
two lots were allowed to fertilise themselves s|(ontanoously : the 
crossed plants produced s large number of capsules, whilst the 
self-fertilised produced very few and poor ones. The seeds 
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from eight of the capsules on the crossed plants weighed '65 
grain, whilst those from eight of the capsules on the self-fer- 
tilised plants weighed only -22 grain; or as 100 to 31. 

The crossed plants in the above three pots, as in almost all 
the previous experiments, flowered before the self-fertilised. 
This occurred even in the third pot in which the crossed seeds 
were sown four days after the self-fertilised seeds. 

Lastly, soods of both lots wero sown on opposite sides of a 
large pot in which a Fuchsia had long been growing, so that the 
earth was full of roots. Both lots grew miserably; but the 
crossed seedlings had an advantage at all times, and ultimately 
attained to a height of 31 inches, whilst the self-fertilised seed- 
lings never exceeded 1 inch. The several foregoing experiments 
prove in a decisive manner the superiority in constitutional 
vigour of the crossed over the self-fertilised plants. 

In the threo generations now described and taken togother, tho 
average height of tho ten tallest crossed plants was 8 '19 inches, 
and that of the ten tallest self-fertilised plants 5-29 inches (the 
plants having been grown in small pots), or as 100 to 65. 

In the next or fourth self-fertilised generation, sevoral plants 
of a new and tall variety appeared, which increased in the 
later self-fertilised generations, owing to its great solf-fertility, 
to the complete exclusion of the original kinds. The same 
variety also appeared amongst the crossed plants, but as it was 
not at first regarded with any particular attention, I know 
not how far it was used for raising the intercrossed plants ; and 
in the later crossed generations it was rarely present. Owing to 
the appearanco of this tall variety, the comparison of the crossed 
and self-fertilised plants of the fifth and succeeding generations 
was rendered unfair, ns all the self-fertilised and only a few or 
none of tho crossed plants consisted of it. Nevertheless, the 
results of the later experiments are in some respects well worth 
giving. 

Crossed and self -fertilised Plants of the Fourth Generation . — Seeds 
of tho two kinds, produced in the usual way from the two sets of 
plants of the third generation, were sown on opposite sides of 
two pots (I. and II.); but tho seedlings were not thinned 
enough and did not grow wclL Many of the self-fertilised 
plants, especially in one of the pots, consisted of the new and 
tall variety above referred to, which boro largo and almost white 
flowers marked with crimson blotches. I will call it the 
White variety. I believo that it first appeared amongst both the 
F 2 
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crossed and solf-fortilised plants of the last generation ; but 
neither my gardener nor myself conld romomber any such varioty 
in the seedlings raised from the purchased seed. It must there- 
fore have arisen either through ordinary variation, or, judging 
from its appearance amongst both the crossed and self-fertilised 
plants, more probably through reversion to a formerly existing 
variety. 

In Pot I. the tallest crossed plant was 81 inches, and the 
tallest self-fertilised 5 inches in height In Pot II. the tallest 
crossed plant was 61 inches, and the tallest self-fertilised plant, 
which consisted of the white variety, 7 inches in height ; and 
this was the first instance in my experiments on Mimnlus in 
which the tallest self-fertilised plant exceeded the tallest crossed. 
Nevertheless, the two tallest crossed plants taken together were 
to the two tallest self-fertilised plants in height as 100 to 80. 
As yet the crossod plants wore superior to the self-fertilised in 
fertility ; for twelve flowers on the crossed plants wore crossed 
and yielded ten capsules, the seeds of which weighed 1 '71 grain. 
Twenty flowers on the self-fertilised plants were Belf-fertilised, 
and produced fifteen capsules, all appearing poor; and the seeds 
from ten of them weighed only '68 grain, so that from an 
equal number of capsules the crossed seeds were to the self- 
fertilised in weight as 100 to 40. 

Cmwrf and $d/-fer(Jued Plant, of th, Fifth Operation.— Seeds 
from both lots of the fourth generation, fertilised in the usual 
manner, were sown on opposite sides of three pots. When the 
seedlings flowered, most of the self-fertilised plants were found 
to consist of the tall white variety. Several of the crossed plants 
in Pot I. likewise belonged to this variety, as did a very few in 
Pots II. and IIL The tallest crossed plant in Pot L was 7 inches, 
and the tallest self-fertilised plant on the opposite side 8 inches ; 
in Pots II. and IIL the tallest crossed were 4i and &i, and the 
tallest self-fertilised 7 and Ci inches in height; so that the 
average height of the tallest plants in the two lots was as 100 
for the crossed to 126 for tho self-fertilised ; and thus we have 
a complete reversal of what occurred in the four previous gene- 
rations. Nevertheless, in all three pots the crossed plants 
retained their habit of flowering before the self-fertilised. The 
plants were unhealthy from being crowded and from the extreme 
host of the season, and were in consequcnco more or loss 
sterile ; but the crossed plants were somewhat less sterilo than 
the self-fertilised plants. 
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Crmted and ee\f-fertiUeed Plante of the Sixth Generation . — Seeds 
from plants of the fifth generation crossed and self-fertilised in 
the nsnal manner were sown on opposite sides of several pots. 
On the self-fertilised side every single plant belonged to the tall 
white variety. On the crossed side some plants belonged to this 
variety, but the greater number approached in character to the 
old and shorter kinds with smaller yellowish flowers blotched 
with ooppery brown. When the plants on both sides were from 
2 to 3 inches in height they were equal, but when fully grown 
the self- fertilised wore decidedly the tallest and finest plants, but, 
from want of time, they were not actually measured. In half 
the pots the first plant which flowered was a self-fertilised one, 
and in the other half a crossed one. And now another remark- 
able change was clearly perceived, namely, that the self-fertilised 
plants had become more self-fertile than the crossed. The 
pots were all put under a net to excludo insects, and the crossed 
plants produced spontaneously only fifty-five capsules, whilst 
the self-fertilised plants produced eighty-one capsules, or as 100 
to 147. The seeds from nine capsules of both lots were placed 
in separate watch-glasses for comparison, and the self-fertilised 
appeared rather the more numerous. Besides these sponta- 
neously self-fertilised capsules, twenty flowers on the crossed 
plants again crossed yielded sixteen capsules; twenty-five 
flowers on the self-fertilised plants again self-fertilised yielded 
seventeen capsules, and this is a larger proportional number of 
capsules than was produced by the self-fertilised flowers on the 
self-fertilised plants in the previous generations. The contents 
of ten capsules of both these lots were compared in separate 
watch-glasses, and the seeds from the self-fertilised appeared 
decidedly more numerous than those from the crossed plants. 

Croeted and Klf-frrtilieed Plante of the Seventh Generation . — 
Crossed and self-fertilised seeds from the crossed and self-ferti- 
lised plants of the sixth generation were sown in the usual 
manner on opposite sides of three pots, and the seedlings were 
well and equally thinned. Every one of the self-fertilised plants 
(and many were raised) in this, as well as in the eighth and ninth 
generations, belonged to the tall white variety. Their uniformity 
of character, in comparison with the seedlings first raised from 
the purchased seed, was quite remarkable. On the other hand, 
the crossed plants differed , much in the tints of their flowers, 
but not, I think, to so great a degree as those first raised. 
I determined this time to measure the plants on both sides 
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carefully. The self-fertilised seedlings came up rather before the 
crossed, but both lots were for a time of equal height. When first 
measured, the average height of the six tallest crossed plants in 
the three pots was 7 ’02, and that of the six tallest self-fertilised 
plants 8-97 inches, or as 100 to 128. When fully grown the 
same plants were again measured, with the result shown in the 
following table:— 

Table XV 111. (Seventh Generation .) 




As it was now evident that the tall white variety transmitted 
its characters faithfully, and as the self-fertilised plants consisted 
exclusively of this variety, it was manifest that they would 
always exceed in height the crossed plants which belonged 
chiefly to the original shorter varieties. This line of experiment 
was therefore discontinued, and I tried whether intercrossing 
two self-fertilised plants of the sixth generation, growing in dis- 
tinct pots, would give their offspring any advantage over the 
offspring of flowers on one of the same plants fertilised with their 
own pollen. These latter seedlings formed tho seventh genera- 
tion of self-fertilised plants, like those in the right-hand column 
in Table XVIII. ; the crossed plants were the product of six 
previous self-fertilised generations with an intercross in the 
last generation. The seeds wero allowed to germinato on sand, 
and were planted in pairs on opposite sides of four pots, all the 
remaining seeds being sown crowded on opposite sides of Pot 
V. in Table XIX. ; the three tallest on each side in this latter pot 
being alone measured. All the plants were twice measured — the 
first time whilst young, and the average height of tho crossed plants 
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to that of the self-fertilised was then as 100 to 122. When fully 
grown they wcro again measured, as in the following table : — 




The averago height of tho sixteon intercrossed plants is here 
9-96 inches, and that of the sixteen self-fertilised plants 10'96, or 
as 100 to 110 ; so that the intercrossed plants, the progenitors of 
which had been self-fertilised for the six previous generations, 
and had been exposed during the whole time to remarkably uni- 
form conditions, were somewhat inferior in height to the plants 
of the seventh self-fertilised generation. But as we shall pre- 
sently see that a similar experiment mado after two additional 
generations of self-fertilisation gave a different result, I know 
not how far to trust the present one. In three of the five 
pots in Table XIX. a self-fertilised plant flowered first, and in 
the other two a crossed plant. These self-fertilised plants were 
ismarkably fertile, for twenty flowers fertilised with their own 
pollen produced no less than nineteen very fine capsules ! 
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The effect » of a Cron with a distinct Stock.— Some flowers on the 
self-fertilised plants in Pot IV. in Table XIX. were fertilised 
with their own pollen, and plants of the eighth self-fertilised 
generation were thus raised, merely to serve as parents in the fol- 
lowing experiment Several flowers on these plants were allowed 
to fertilise themselves spontaneously (insects being of course 
excluded), and the plants raised from these seeds formed the 
ninth self-fertilised generation ; they consisted wholly of the tall 
white variety with crimson blotches. Other flowers on the 
same plants of the eighth self-fertilised generation were crossed 
with pollen taken from another plant of tho same lot ; so that 
the seedlings thus raised were the offspring of eight previous 
generations of self-fertilisation with an intercross in the last 
generation; these I will call the intercrossed plants. Lastly, 
other flowers on the same plants of the eighth self-fertilised 
generation were crossed with pollen taken from plants which had 
lieon raised from seed procured from a garden at Chelsea. The 
Chelsea plants bore yellow flowers blotched with red, but differed 
in no other respect. They had been grown out of doors, whilst 
mine had been cultivated in pots in the greenhouse for the 
last eight generations, and in a different kind of soil. The 
seedlings raised from this cross with a wholly different stock 
may be callod the “ Chelsea-crossed.” The three lots of seeds 
thus obtained were allowed to germinate on bare sand; and 
whonever a seed in all three lots, or in only two, germinated at 
the same timo, they were planted in pots superficially divided 
into three or two compartments. The remaining coeds, 
whether or not in a state of germination, were thickly sown in 
three divisions in a large pot, X., in Table XX. When tho plants 
had grown to their full height thoy wore measured, as shown in 
the following tablo; but only tho three tallest plants in each of 
the three divisions in Pot X. were measured. 

In this table the average height of the twenty-eight Chelsea- 
crossed plants is 21 -62 inches; that of the twenty-seven inter- 
crossed plants 12 ■ 2 ; and that of tho nineteen self-fertilised 10 ■ 44. 
But with respect to tho latter it will bo the fairest plan to strike out 
two dwarfed ones (only 4 inches in height), so as not to exaggerate 
the inferiority of the self-fertilised plants; and this will raise the 
average height of the seventeen remaining self-fertilised plants 
to 11 '2 inches. Therefore the Chelsea-crossed arc to tho inter- 
crossed in height as 100 to 50; the Chelsea-crossed to tho self- 
fertilised as 100 to 62; and the intercrossed to the self-fertilised 
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as 100 to 92. We thus see how immensely superior in height 
the Chelsea-crossed are to the intercrossed and to the self- 
fertilised plants. They began to show their superiority when 
only one inch high. They were also, when fully grown, much 
more branched with larger leaves and somewhat larger flowers 
than the plants of the other two lots, so that if they had lieen 
weighed, the ratio would certainly have been much higher than 
that of 100 to 56 and 52. 

The intercrossed plants are here to the self-fertilised in 
height as 100 to 92; whereas in the analogous experiment 
given in Table XIX. the intercrossed plants from tho self- 
fertilised plants of tho sixth generation were inferior in height 
to the self-fertilised plants in the ratio of 100 to 110. I 
doubt whether this discordance in the results of the two 
experiments can be explained by the self-fertilised plants in the 
present case haring been raised from spontaneously self- 
fertilised seeds, whereas in the former case they were raised 
from artificially self-fertilised seeds; nor by the present plants 
having been self-fertilised during two additional generations, 
though this is a more probable explanation. 

With respect to fertility, ’tho twenty-eight Chelsea-crossed 
plants produced 272 capsules; the twenty-seven intercrossed 
plants produced 2t ; and the seventeen self-fertilised plants 17 
capau les. All the plants were left uncovered so as to be naturally 
fertilised, and empty capsules were rejected. 



Therefore 20 Chelsea-crossed plants would have produced 194 29 
„ 20 Intercrossed plants „ „ 17 -77 

„ 20 Self-fertilised plants „ „ 20-00 

Grains. 

The seeds contained in 8 capsules from the Chelsea- 1 , 

crossed plants weighed f 

Tho seeds contained in 8 capsules from the Intercrossed ) A ,, 

plants weighed | 0‘51 

The seeds contained in 8 capsules from the Self-fertilised ) „. 00 
plants weighed J U-38 



If we combine the numlier of capsules produced together with 
the average weight of contained seeds, we get the following 
extraordinary ratios: 

Weight of seed produced by the same number 1 !m , , 

of Chelsea-crossed and intercrossed plants . J as 100 to 4 
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Weight of seed produced by the same number » lnn . „ 
of Chelsea-crossed and self-fertilised plants { ° 

Weight of seeds produced by the same number I , m 

of intercrossed and self-fertilised plants . . 1 88 

It is also a remarkable fact that the Chelsea-crossed plants 
exceeded the two other lots in hardiness, as greatly as they did 
in height, luxuriance, and fertility. In the early autumn most of 
the pots were bedded out in the open ground ; and this always 
injures plants which have been long kept in a warm greenhouse. 
All three lots consequently suffered greatly, but the Chelsea- 
crossed plants mnch less than the other two lots. On tho 3rd of 
October the Chelsea-croesed plants began to flower again, and 
continued to do so for some time ; whilst not a single flower was 
produced by the plants of the other two lots, the stems of which 
were cut almost down to the ground and seemed half dead. 
Early in Decomber there was a sharp frost, and the stems of 
Chelsea-crossed were now cut down ; but on the 23rd of December 
they began to shoot up again from the roots, whilst all the plants 
of the other two lots were quite dead. 

Although several of the self-fertilised seeds, from which the 
plants in the right-hand column in Table XX. wore raised, germi- 
nated (and were of course rejected) before any of those of the 
other two lots, yet in only one of the ten pots did a self- 
fertilised plant flower before the Chelsea-crossed or the inter- 
crossed plants growing in tho same pots. The plants of these 
two latter lots flowered at the same time, though tho Chelsea- 
crossed grew so much taller and more vigorously than the 
intercrossed. 

As already stated, the flowers of the plants originally raised 
from the Chelsea seeds were yellow ; and it deserves notice that 
every one of the twenty-eight seedlings raised from the tall 
white variety fertilised, without being castrated, with pollen 
from tho Chelsea plants, produced yellow flowers; and this 
shows how prepotent this colour, which is the natural one of 
the species, is over the white colour. 

The Effects on the Offspring of intercrossing Flowers on the 
tame Plant, instead of crossing distinct Indivniuals. — In all the 
foregoing experiments the crossed plants were the product of a 
cross between distinct plants. I now scloctod a very vigorous 
plant in Table XX., raised by fertilising a plant of tho eighth 
self-fertilised generation with pollen from the Chelsea stock. 
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Several flowers on this plant were crooned with pollen (torn other 
flowers on the same plant, and several other flowers were 
fertilised with their own pollen. The seed thus produced was 
allowed to germinate on bare sand; and the seedlings were 
planted in the usual manner on the opposite sides of six 
pots. All the remaining seeds, whether or not in a state of 
germination, were sown thickly in Pot VII. ; the three tallest 
plants on each side of this latter pot being alone measured. As I 
was in a hurry to learn the result, some of these seeds were sown 
late in the autumn, but the plants grew so irregularly during 
the winter, that one crossed plant was 281 inches, and two 
othors only 4, or less than 4 inches in height, as may 1 k> seen 
in Table XXL Under such circumstances, as I have observed 
in many other cases, the result is not in the least trust- 
worthy; nevertheless I feel bound to give the measurements. 
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The fifteen crossed plants horo average 14 '05, and the fifteen 
self-fertilised plants 9 • 38 in height, or as 100 to 67. Bnt if 
all the plants under ten inches in height are struck out, the ratio 
of the eleven crossed plants to the eight self-fertilised plants 
is as 100 to 82. 

On the following spring, some remaining seeds of the two 
lots were treated in exactly the same manner ; and the measure- 
ments of the seedlings are given in the following table : — 



Table XXII. 
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Here the average height of the twenty-two crossed plants is 
16 ' 85, and that of the twenty-two self-fertilised plants 16 '07 ; or 
as 100 to 95. But if four of the plants in Pot VII., which are 
much shorter than any of the others, are struck out (and this 
would be the fairest plan), the twenty-one crossed are to the 
nineteen self-fertilised plants in height as 100 to 100 '6 — that is, 
are equal. All the plants, except the crowded ones in Pot VUL, 
after being measured were cut down, and the eighteen crossed 
plants weighed 10 oz., whilst the same number of self-fertilised 
plants weighed 101 oz., or as 100 to 102 5 ; but if the dwarfed 
plants in Pot VTL had been excluded, the self-fertilised would 
have exceeded the crossed in weight in a higher ratio. In all 
tho previous experiments in which seedlings were raised from a 
cross between distinct plants, and were put into competition 
with self-fertilised plants, the former generally flowered first ; 
but in the present case, in seven out of the eight pots a 
self-fertilised plant flowered before a crossed one on the 
opposite side. Considering all the evidence with respect to 
the plants in Table XXII., a cross between two flowers on the 
saino plant seems to give no advantage to the offspring thus 
produced, the self-fertilised plants being in weight superior. But 
this conclusion cannot be absolutely trusted, owing to the 
measurements given in Table XXI., though these latter, from 
the cause already assigned, are very much less trustworthy than 
the present ones. 



Summary of Observations on Mimulus luteus . — In the 
three first generations of crossed and self-fertilised 
plants, the tallest plants alone on each side of the 
several pots were measured ; and the average height 
of the ten crossed to that of the ten self-fertilised 
plants was as 100 to 64. The crossed were also much 
more fertile than the self-fertilised, and so much 
more vigorous that they exceeded them in height, even 
when sown on the opposite side of the same pot after 
an interval of four days. The same superiority was 
likewise shown in a remarkable manner when both 
kinds of seeds were sown on the opposite sides of a pot 
with very poor earth full of the roots of another plant. 
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In one instance crossed and self-fertilised seedlings, 
grown in rich soil and not put into competition with 
each other, attained to an equal height. When we 
come to the fourth generation the two tallest crossed 
plants taken together exceeded by only a little the two 
tallest self-fertilised plants, and one of the latter beat 
its crossed opponent, — a circumstance which had not 
occurred in the previous generations. This victorious 
self-fertilised plant consisted of a new white-flowered 
variety, which grew taller than the old yellowish 
varieties. From the first it seemed to be rather more 
fertile, when self-fertilised, than the old varieties, and 
in the succeeding self-fertilised generations became 
more and more self-fertile. In the sixth generation the 
self-fertilised plants of this variety compared with the 
crossed plants produced capsules in the proportion 
of 147 to 100, both lots being allowed to fertilise 
themselves spontaneously. In the seventh generation 
• twenty flowers on one of these plants artificially 
self-fertilised yielded no less than nineteen very fin - 
capsules ! 

This variety transmitted its characters so faithfully 
to all the succeeding self-fertilised generations, up to 
the last or ninth, that all the many plants which were 
raised presented a complete uniformity of character; 
thus offering a remarkable contrast with the seedlings 
raised from the purchased seeds. Yet this variety 
retained to the last a latent tendency to produce 
yellow flowers ; for when a plant of the eighth self- 
fertilised generation was crossed with pollen from a 
yellow-flowered plant of the Chelsea stock, every 
single seedling bore yellow flowers. A similar variety, 
at least in the colour of its flowers, also appeared 
amongst the crossed plants of the third generation. 
No attention was at first paid to it, and I know not 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



80 



MMULUS LUTEUS. 



CHiP.HL 



how far it was at first used either for crossing or self- 
fertilisation. In the fifth generation most of the 
self-fertilised plants, and in the sixth and all the 
succeeding generations every single plant consisted of 
this variety ; and this no doubt was partly due to its 
great and increasing self-fertility. On the other 
hand, it disappeared from amongst the crossed plants 
in the later generations; and this was probably 
due to the continued intercrossing of the several 
plants. From the tallness of this variety, the self- 
fertilised plants exceeded the crossed plants in height 
in all the generations from the fifth to the seventh 
inclusive; and no doubt would have done so in the 
later generations, had they been grown in competition 
with one another. In the fifth generation the crossed 
plants were in height to the self-fertilised, as 100 to 
126 ; in the sixth, as 100 to 147 ; and in the seventh 
generation, as 100 to 137. This excess of height may 
be attributed not only to this variety naturally growing • 
taller than the other plants, but to its possessing a 
peculiar constitution, so that it did not suffer from 
continued self-fertilisation. 

This variety presents a strikingly analogous case to 
that of the plant called the Hero, which appeared in 
the sixth self-fertilised generation of Ipomcea. If 
the seeds produced by Hero had been as greatly in 
excess of those produced by the other plants, as was the 
case with Mimulus, and if all the seeds had been 
mingled together, the offspring of Hero would have 
increased to the entire exclusion of the ordinary 
plants in the later self-fertilised generations, and from 
naturally growing taller would have exceeded the 
crossed plants in height in each succeeding generation. 

Some of the self-fertilised plants of the sixth gene- 
ration were intercrossed, as were some in the eighth 
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generation ; and the seedlings from these crosses were 
grown in competition with self-fertilised plants of the 
two corresponding generations. In the first trial the 
intercrossed plants were less fertile than the self- 
fertilised, and less tall in the ratio of 100 to 110. 
In the second trial, the intercrossed plants were more 
fertile than the self-fertilised in the ratio of 100 to 
73, and toller in the ratio of 100 to 92. Notwith- 
standing that the self-fertilised plants in the second 
trial were the product of two additional generations 
of self-fertilisation, I cannot understand this discor- 
dance in the results of the two analogous experiments. 

The most important of all the experiments on 
Stimulus are those in which flowers on plants of the 
eighth self-fertilised generation were again self-ferti- 
lised ; other flowers on distinct plants of the same lot 
were intercrossed ; and others were crossed with a new 
stock of plants from Chelsea. The Chelsea-crossed 
seedlings were to the intercrossed in height as 100 to 
56, and in fertility as 100 to 4 ; and they were to the 
self-fertilised plants, in height as 100 to 52, and in 
fertility as 100 to 3. These Chelsea-crossed plants 
were also much more hardy than the plants of the 
other two lots ; so that altogether the gain from the 
cross with a fresh stock was wonderfully great. 

Lastly, seedlings raised from a cross between flowers 
on the same plant were not superior to those from 
flowers fertilised with their own pollen ; but this result 
cannot be absolutely trusted, owing to some previous 
observations, which, however, were made under very 
unfavourable circumstances. 

Dioitalis fuktcbza. 

The flowers of the common Foxglove aro protorandrous ; that 
is, the pollen is mature and mostly shed before tho stigma of 
the same flower is ready for fertilisation. This is effected by 
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tlio larger humble-bees, which, whilst in natch of nectar, carry 
pollen from flower to flower. Tho two npjier and longer 
x lumens shod their pollen lieforo the two lower and shorter 
one*. The meaning of this fact probably is, as Dr. Ogle re- 
marks,* that the anthers of the longer stamen* stand mar to 
tho stigma, so that they would be the most likely to fertilise it; 
and as it is an advantage to avoid sulf-fertilisation, they shell 
their pollen first, thus lessening tho chance. There is, however, 
Imt little danger of self-fertilisation until the bifid stigma 
opens; for Hildebrand t found that pollen placed no the stigma 
before it had opened produced no effect. The anthers, which 
are large, stand at first transversely with respect to the tubular 
corolla, and if they were to dehisce in this position they would, 
as Dr. Ogle also remarks, smear with pollen the whole tack and 
sides of an entering humble-bee in a useless manner ; but the 
anthers twist round and place themselves longitudinally before 
they dehisce. The lower and inner side of tho mouth of tho 
corolla is thickly clothed with hairs, and these collect so much 
of the fallen ]>ollen that I have seen the under surface of • 
humble-bee thickly dusted with it; but this can never be ap- 
plied to tho stigma, as tho bees in retreating do not turn their 
under surfaces upwards. I was therefore puzzled whether these 
hairs were of any use ; but Mr. Belt has, I think, explained 
their use : the smaller kinds of bees are not fitted to fertilise 
tho flowers, and if they were allowed to enter easily they would 
stoal much noctar, and fewer large bees would haunt the 
flowers. Humble-bees can crawl into the dc]iendent flowers 
with the greatest ease, using the " hairs as footholds whilo 
sucking the honey; but the smaller bees are impeded by 
them, and when, having at length struggled through them, they 
reach tho slippery precipice above, they are completely 
Iwffled." Mr. licit says that he watched many flowers during 
a whole season in North Wales, and “ only once saw a small 
Imo reach the nectary, though many were seen trying in vain to 

I covered a plant growing in its native soil in North Wales 
with a net, and fertilised six flowers each with its own pollen. 



• • Popular Science Review,' 
.Ian. 1870, p. So. 

t • (leschloohtor - Vortheilung 
bei den Pflaureu.’ 1867. p. 20 
J - The Naturalist in Nloara- 
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and six others with pollen from a distinct plant growing within 
the distance of a few feet. The covered plant was occasionally 
shaken with violence, so as to imitate the effects of a gale of 
wind, and thus to facilitate as far as possible self-fertilisation. 
It bore ninety-two flowers (besides the dozen artificially ferti- 
lised), and of these only twenty-four produced capsules ; whereas 
almost all the flowers on the surrounding uncovered plants were 
fruitful. Of the twenty-four spontaneously self-fertilised cap- 
sules, only two contained their full complement of seed ; six 
contained a moderate supply ; and the remaining sixteen ex- 
tremely few seeds. A little pollen adhering to the anthers after 
they had dehisced, and accidentally falling on the stigma when 
mature, must have been the means by which the above twenty- 
four flowers were partially self-fertilised ; for the margins of the 
corolla in withering do not curl inwards, nor do the flowers in 
dropping off turn round on their axes, so as to bring tho pollon- 
covered hairs, with which tho lower surface is clothed, into con- 
tact with the stigma — by either of which means self-fertilisatiun 
might be effected. 

Beods from the above crossed and self-fertilised capsules, after 
germinating on bare sand, were planted in pairs on the opposite 
sides of five moderately-sized )x>ts, which wero kept in the green- 
house. Tho plants after a time appeared starred, and were 
therefore, without being disturbed, turned out of their pots, and 
planted in the open ground in two close parallel rows. They 
were thus subjected to tolerably severe competition with one 
another ; but not nearly so severe as if they had boon left in the 
pots. At the time when they were turned out, their leaves were 
letwoen 5 and 8 inches in length, and the longest leaf on 
the finost plant on each side of each pot was measured , with the 
result that the leaves of the crossed plants exceeded, on an 
average, those of the self-lertilised plants by *4 of an inch. 

In the following summer the tallest flower-stem on each plant, 
when folly grown, was measured. There were seventeen crossed 
plants ; but one did not produce a flower-stem. There were also, 
originally, seventeen self-fertilised plants, but these had such 
poor constitutions that no less than nine died in the course of 
tho winter and spring, leaving only eight to bo measured, as in 
the following table : — 



Q 2 
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Table XXIII. 

The tailed Flmcrr-stem on each Plant measured: 0 means that 




The average height of the flower-stems of the sixteen crossed 
plants is here 51 '33 inches; and that of the eight self-fertilised 
plants, 85-87 ; or as 100 to 70. But this difference in height does 
not give at all a fair idea of the vast superiority of the crosse 1 
plants. These latter produced altogether sixty-four flower-stems, 
each plant producing, on an average, exactly four flower-stems ; 
whereas the eight self-fertilised plants produced only fifteen 
flower-stems, each producing an average only of 1'87 stems, and 
these had a less luxuriant appearance. We may put the result in 
mother way : the number of flower-stems on the crossed plants was 
to those on an equal number of self-fertilised plants as 100 to 48. 

Three crossed seeds in a state of germination were also planted 
in three separate pots; and three self-fertilised seeds in the 
same state in three other pots. These plants were therefore 
at first exposed to no competition with one another, and when 
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turned out of their pots into the open ground they were planted 
at a moderate distance apart, so that they were exposed to much 
less severe competition than in the last case. The longest leaves 
on the three crossed plants, when turned out, exceeded those on 
the self-fertilised plants by a mere trifle, viz., on an average by 
•17 of an inch. When fully grown the threo crossed plants 
produced twenty -six flower-stems ; the two tallest of which ou 
each plant wero on an average 51 '04 inches in height The 
throe self-fertilised plants produced twenty-three flower-stems, 
the two tallest of which on each plant had an average height of 
46 "18 inches. So that the difference between these two lots, 
which hardly competed together, is much less than in the last 
case when there was moderately severe competition, namely, as 
100 to 85, instead of as 100 to 70. 

The Effect) on the Offspring of intercrossing different Flowers on 
the some Plant, instead of crossing distinct Individuals . — A fine 
plant growing in my garden (one of the foregoing seedlings) was 
covered with a net, and six flowers were crossed with pollen from 
another flower on the same plant, and six others were fertilised 
with their own pollen. All produced good capsules. The seeds 
from each were placed in separate watch-glasses, and no difference 
could be perceived by the eye between the two lots of seeds; 
and when they were weighed there was no difference of any sig- 
nificance, as the seeds from the self-fertilised capsules weighed 
7 65 grains, whilst those from the crossed capsules weighed 
7 - 7 grains. Therefore the sterility of the present species, when 
insects are excluded, is not due to the impotence of pollen 
on the stigma of the same flower. Both lots of seeds and seed- 
lings were t reated in exactly the same manner as in the previous 
table (XXIII.), excepting that after the pairs of germinating seeds 
had been planted on the opposite sides of eight pots, all the 
remaining seeds were thickly sown on the opposite sides of Pots IX. 
and X in Table XXIV. The young plants during the following 
spring were turned out of their pots, without being disturbed, 
and planted in the open ground in two rows, not very close 
together, so that they were subjected to only moderately severe 
competition with one another. Very differently to what occurred 
in the first experiment, when the plants were subjected to 
somewhat severe mutual competition, an equal number on each 
sido either died or did not produce flower-stems. The tallest 
flower-stems ou tho surviving plants were measured, as shown in 
the following table : — 
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A'.B. 0 signifies that tlm Plant died, or did not produce a Flatter- 
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The average height of the flower-stems on the twenty-five 
crossed plants in all the pots taken together is 43 '12 inches, and 
that of the twenty-fivo self-fertilised plants 39 '82, or as 109 to 
92. In order to test this result, the plants planted in pairs in 
Pots I. to VIII. were considered by themselves, and tho average 
height of the sixteen crossed plants is here 44 '9, and that of the 
sixteen self-fertilised plants 42 '03, or as 100 to 94. Again, the 
plants raised from the thickly sown seed in Pots XI. and X., 
which were subjected to very severe mutual competition, were 
taken by themselves, and the average height of tho nine crossed 
plants is 39 -86, and that of the nine self-fertilised plants 35'88, or 
as 100 to 90. The plants in these two latter pots (IX. and X.), 
after l>eing measured, were cut down close to the ground and 
weighed: the nine crossed plants weighed 57 '60 ounces, and 
the nine self-fertilised plants 45’25 ounces, or as 100 to 78. On 
the whole we may conclude, especially from the evidence of 
weight, that seedlings from a cross betwoen flowers on the same 
plant have a decided, though not great, advantage over those 
from flowers fertilised with their own pollen, more especially 
m the case of the plants subjected to severe mutual competition. 
But the advantage is much less than that exhibited by the 
crossed offspring of distinct plants, for theso exceeded the self- 
fertilised plants in height as 100 to 70, and in the numl>er of 
• flower-stems as 100 to 48. Digitalis thus differs from Ipomoea, 
and almost certainly from Mimulus, as with these two species 
a cross between flowers on tho samo plant did no good. 

Calceolaria. 

A tnuhy gnmhouu variety, with yellow floicert blotched with purple. 

The flowors in this genus are constructed so as to favour or 
almost ensure cross-fertilisation;* and Mr. Andorson remarks t 
that extreme care is necessary to exclude insects in order to 
preserve any kind true. He adds the interesting statement, that 
when the corolla is cut quito away, insects, as far as ho has seen, 
never discover or visit the flowers. This plant is, however, self- 
fertile if insects are excluded. So few experiments were 
made by me, that they are liardly worth giving. Crossed and 
self-fertilised seeds wero sown on opposite sides of a pot, and 

I • Hildebrand, as quoted by t ‘ Gardeners’ Chronicle,’ 185% 
H. Milller, ’Dio Befruchtung p.884. 
der Bliunen,’ 187:1, p 277. 
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after a timo the crossed seedlings slightly exceeded the self- 
fertilised in height. When a little further grown, the longest 
leaves on the former were very nearly 3 inches in length, 
whilst those on the self-fertilised plants were only 2 inches. 
Owing to an accident, and to the pot being too small, only one 
plant on each side grew up and flowered ; the crossed plaut was 
19 i inches in height, and the self-fertilised one 15 inches; or as 
100 to 77. 



Lihabia vttloaeis. 

It has been mentioned in the introductory chapter that two 
large beds of this plant were raised by me many years ago from 
crossed and self-fertilised seeds, and that there was a conspicu- 
ous difference in height and general appearance between the 
two lots. The trial was afterwards repeated with more care; 
but as this was one of the first plants experimented on, my 
usual method was not followed. Seeds were taken from wild 
plants growing in this neighbourhood and sown in poor soil in 
my garden. Five plants were covered with a net, the others 
being left exposed to the bees, which incessantly visit the flowers 
of this species, and which, according to H. Muller, are the 
exclusive fertilisers. This excellent observer remarks * that, as 
the stigma lies between the anthers and is mature at the same 
time with them, self-fertilisation is possible. But fo few seeds 
are produced by protected plants, that the pollen and stigma of 
the same flower seem to have little power of mutual interaction. 
The exposed plants bore numerous capsules forming solid 
spikes. Five of these capsules were examined and appeared to 
contain an equal number of seeds; and these being counted in 
one capsule, were found to be 166. The five protected plants pro- 
duced altogether only twenty-live capsules, of which five were 
much finer than all the others, and these contained an average of 
23 • 6 seeds, with a maximum in one capsule of fifty-five. So that 
the number of seeds in the capsules on the exposed plants to 
the average number in the finest capsules on the protected 
plants was as 100 to 14. 

Some of the spontaneously self-fertilised seeds from under 
the net, anti some seeds from the uncovered plants naturally 
fertilised and almost certainly intercrossed by the bees, were 
sown separately in two large pots of the same size ; so that the 



* • Die Befruchtung,’ &c. p. 279. 
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[ two lots of seedlings were not subjected to any mutual competi- 
tion. Three of the crossed plants when in full flower were 
! measured, but no care was taken to select the tallest plants ; 
their heights were 7*. 7J, and 6$ inches; averaging 7 '08 in 
height. The three tallest of all the self-fertilised plants were 
then carefully selected, and their heights were 6J, 5J, and 5}, 
I averaging 5'75 in height. So that the naturally crossed plants 
were to the spontaneously self-fertilised plants in height, at 
least as much as 100 to 81. 

VkEUASCUM THAPSUS. 

The flowers of this plant are frequented by various insects, 
chiefly by bees, for the sake of the pollen. H. Midler, however, 
[ has shown (‘Die Befruchtung,’ &c. p. 277) that V. nigrum 
r secretes minute drops of nectar. The arrangement of the re- 
I productive organs, though not at all complex, favours cross- 
I fertilisation ; and even distinct species are often crossed, for a 
greater number of naturally produced hybrids have been observed 

■ in this genus than in almost any other.* Nevertheless the 
present species is perfectly self-fertile, if insects are excluded ; 

I for a plant protected by a net was as thickly loaded with fine 

I capsules as the surrounding uncovered plants. I'erbascum 

I hjchnitis is rather less self-fertile, for some protected plants did 

■ not yield quite so many capsules as the adjoining uncovered 
plants. 

Plants of V. thapsus had been raised for a distinct purpose 
from self-fertilised seeds ; and some flowers on these plants were 
again self-fertilised, yielding seed of the second self-fertilised 
generation ; and other flowers were crossed with pollen from a 
I distinct plant. The seeds thus produced were sown on the 

, opposite sides of four large pots. They germinated, however, so 

i irregularly (the crossed seedlings generally coming up first) 

that I was able to save only six pairs of equal age. These when 
in full flower were measured, as in the following table (XXV.). 

We horo see that two of the self-fertilised plants exceed in 
height their crossed opponents. Nevertheless the average height 
of the six crossed plants is 65 '34 inches, and that of the six 
I self-fertilised plants 56 -5 inches; or as 100 to 86. 

■ • * I have given a striking ease found growing wild : ‘ Journal of 

| of a largo number of auob hybrids Linn. Boo. Bot.’ vol. x. p. 451. 

I between V. Ikapmt and hjr.hu it in 
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Vandellia ncmmularifolia. 

Seeds wcro sent to me by Mr. J. Scott from Calcutta of this 
small Indian weed, which bears perfect and cleistogamic • flowers. 
Tho latter are extremely small, imperfectly developed, and never 
expand, yet yield plenty of seeds. The perfect and open 
flowers are also small, of a white colour with purple marks ; they 
generally produce seed, although the contrary has been 
asserted ; and they do so even if protected from insects. They 
have a rather complicated structure, and appear to be adapted 
for cross-fertilisation, but were not carefully examined by me. 
They are not easy to fertilise artificially, and it is possible that 
some of the flowers which I thought that I had succeeded in 
crossing were afterwards spontaneously self-fertilised under the 
net. Sixteen capsules from the crossed perfect flowers contained 
on an average ninety-three seeds (with a maximum in one 
capsule of 137), and thirteen capsules from the self-fertilised 
perfect flowors contained sixty-two seeds (with a maximum in 
one capsule of 135); or as 100 to 67. But I suspect that this 
considerable excess was accidental, as on one occasion nine 
crossed capsules were compared with seven self-fertilised cap- 
sules (both included in the above number), and they contained 
almost exactly tho same average number of seed. I may add 



* The convenient term of deu- an article on the present genus in 
togamic was proposed by Kuhn in * Bot. Zeitung,’ 1867, p. 65. 
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that fifteen capsulos from self-fertilised cleistogamic flowers con- 
tained on an average sixty-four seeds, with a maximum in one 
Of eighty-seven. 

Crossed and self-fertilised seeds from tho perfect flowers, and 
other seeds from the self-fertilised cleistogamic flowers, were sown 
in five pots, each divided superficially into three compartments. 
The seedlings were thinned at an early ago, so that twenty 
plants were left in each of the three divisions. The crossed plants 
when in full flower averaged 4'8 inches, and the self-fertilised 
plants from the perfect flowers 4 - 27 inches in height ; or as 100 
to 99. The self-fertilised plants from tho cleistogamic flowers 
averaged 4'06 inches in height; so that the crossed were in 
height to these latter plants as 100 to 94. 

I determined to compare again the growth of plants raised 
from crossed and self-fertilised perfect flowers, and obtained two 
fresh lots of seeds. These were sown on opposite sides of five 
pots, but they were not sufficiently thinned, so that they grew 
rather crowded. When fully grown, all those above 2 inches 
in height were selected, all below this standard being rejected ; 
the former consisted of forty-seven crossed and forty-one self- 
fertilised plants ; thus a greater number of the crossed than of 
the self-fertilised plants grew to a height of abovo 2 inches. Of 
the crossed plants, the twenty-four tallest wore on an average 
8' 6 inches in height; whilst the twenty- four tallest self- 
fertilised plants were 3 '38 inches in average height; or as 100 
to 94. All these plants were then cut down closo to the ground, 
and the forty-seven crossed plants weighed 1090 '3 grains, and 
the forty-ono sel f-fertilised plants weighed 887 • 4 grains. There- 
fore an equal number of crossed and self-fertilised would have 
been to each other in weight as 100 to 97. From those several 
facts we may conclude that the crossed plants had some real, 
though very slight, advantage in height and weight over the 
self-fertilised plants, when grown in competition with one 
another. 

The crossed plants woro, however, inferior in fertility to the 
self-fertilised. Six of tho finest plants were solocted out of tho 
forty-seven crossed plants, and six out of the forty-one self- 
fertilised plants ; and the former produced 598 capsules, whilst 
the lattor or Belf-fertilised plants produced 752 capsules. All 
these capsules were tho product of cleistogamic flowers, for the 
plants did not bear during the whole of this season any perfect 
flowers. The seeds were counted in ten cleistogamic capsules 
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produced by the crossed plants, and their average number was 
46-4 per capsule; whilst the number in ten cleistogamic eapsuleB 
produced by the self-fertilised plants was 49 ‘4 ; or as 100 to 106. 

m. GESNERIACEJE— Gesnebia pehdolina. 

In Gesneria the several parts of the flower are arranged on 
nearly the same plan as in Digitalis,* and most or all of the 
species are dichogamous. Plants were raised from seed sent me 
by Fritz Muller from South Brazil. Seven flowers were crossed 
with pollen from a distinct plant, and produced seven capsules 
containing by weight 3' 01 grains of seeds. Seven flowers on the 
same plants were fertilised with their own pollen, and their 
seven capsules contained exactly the same weight of seeds. 
Germinating seeds were planted on opposite sides of four pots, 
and when fully grown measured to the tips of their leaves. 




The average height of the eight crossed plants is 32-06 inches, 
and that of the eight self-fertilised plants 29-14; or as 100 
to 90. 



* Dr. Ogle, ‘ Popular Science Review,’ Jan. 1870, p. 51. 
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IV. LABIATiE.— Salvia cocoinea .• 

This species, unlike most of the others in the some genns, 
yields a good many seeds when insects are oxcluded. I gathered 
ninety-eight capsules produced by flowers spontaneously self- 
fertilised under a net, and they contained on an average 1'45 
seeds, whilst flowers artificially fertilised with their own pollen, 
in which cose the stigma will have received plenty of pollen, 
yielded on an average 3 - 3 seeds, or more than twice as many. 
Twonty flowers were crossed with pollen from a distinct plant, 
and twenty-six were self-fertilised. There was no great difference 
in the proportional number of flowers which produced capsules 
by these two processes, or in the number of the contained seeds 
or in the weight of an equal number of seeds. 

8eeds of both kinds were sown rather thickly on opposite sides 
of three pots. When the seedlings woro about 3 inches in 
height, the crossed showed a slight advantage over the self- 
fertilised. When two-thirds grown, the two tallest plants on 
each side of each pot were measured j the crossed averaged 16 "37 
inches, and the self-fertilised 11 ‘75 in height; or as 100 to 71. 
When the plants were fully grown and had done flowering, the 
two tallest plants on each side were again measured, with the 
results shown in the following table : — 

Table XXVII. 




• The admirable mechanical by Sprengel, Hildebrand, Delpino, 
adaptations in this genus for H. Muller, Ogle, and others, in 
favouring or ensuring cross-ferti- their several works. 

Usation, have been fully described 
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It may be here scon that each of the six tallest crossed plants 
exceeds in height its self-fertilised opponent; the former 
averaged 27 '85 inches, whilst the six tallest self-fertilised plants 
averaged 21 • 16 inches ; or as 100 to 76. In all three pots the 
first plant which flowered was a crossed one. All the crossed 
plants together produced 409 flowers, whilst all the self-fertilised 
together produced only 232 flowers ; or as 100 to 57. So that 
the crossed plants in this respect were far more productive than 
the self-fertilised. 

Origanum vclgake. 

This plant exists, according to H. Miiller, under two forms ; 
one hermaphrodite and strongly proterandrous, so that it is 
almost certain to be fertilised by pollen from another flower ; 
the other form is exclusively female, has a smaller corolla, and 
must of course be fertilised by pollen from a distinct plant 
in order to yield any seeds. The plants on which I experi- 
mented were hermaphrodites ; they had been cultivated for a 
long period as a pot-herb in my kitchen garden, and were, like 
so many long-cultivated plants, extremely sterile. As I felt 
doubtful about the specific name I sent specimens to Kew, and 
was assured that the species was O. vulgar e. My plants formed 
one great clump, and had evidently spread from a single root 
by stolons. In a strict sense, therefore, they all belonged to the 
same individual. My object in experimenting on them was, 
firstly, to ascertain whether crossing flowers borne by plants 
having distinct roots, but all derived asexually from the same 
individual, would bo in any respect more advantageous than 
solf-fertilisation ; and, socondly , to raise for future trial seedlings 
which would constitute really distinct individuals. Several 
plants in the above clump were covered by a net, and about two 
dozen seeds (many of which, however, were small and withered) 
were obtained from the flowers thus spontaneously self-fertilised. 
The remainder of the plants were left uncovered and were in- 
cessantly visited by bees, so that they were doubtloss crossed 
by them. These exposed plants yielded rather more and finer 
seed (but still very few) than did the covered plants. The two 
lots of seeds thus obtained were sown on opposite sides of two 
pots ; the seedlings were carefully observed from their first 
growth to maturity, but they did not differ at any period in 
height or in vigour, the importance of which latter observation 
we shall presently see. When fully grown, the tallest crossed 
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plant in one pot was a Tory little taller than the tallest self- 
fertilised plant on the opposite side, and in the other pot 
exactly the reverse occurred. So that the two lots were in fact 
equal ; and a cross of this kind did no more good than crossiug 
two flowers on the same plant of Ipomoea or Mimulus. 

The plants were turned out of the two pots without being 
disturlied aud planted in the open ground, in order that they 
might grow moro vigorously. In the following summer all the 
self-fertilised and some of the quasi -crossod plants were covered 
by a net. Many flowers on the latter were crossed by me with 
pollen from a distinct plant, and others were left to be crossed 
by the bees. These quasi-crossed plants produced rather more 
seed than did tho original ones in tho great clump when left 
to the action of the bees. Many flowers on the self-fertilised 
plants were artificially self-fertilised, and others were allowed 
to fertilise themselves spontaneously under the net, but they 
yielded altogether very few seeds. These two lots of seeds— 
the product of a cross between distinct seedlings, instead of as 
in the last case between plants multiplied by stolons, and the 
product of self-fertilised flowers — were allowed to germinate on 
bare sand, and several equal pairs were planted on opposite 
sides of two lanjt pots. At a very early age tho crossed 
plants showed some superiority over the self-fertilised, which 
was ever afterwards retained. When the plants were fully 
grown, the two tallost crossed and tho two tallest self-fertilised 
plants in each pot were measured, as shown in the following 
table. I regret that from want of time I did not measure all 
the pairs ; but the tallest on each side seemed fairly to represent 
the average difference between the two lots. 



Table XXVIII. 
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The average height of the crossed plants is here 20 inches, and 
that of the self-fertilised 1712 ; or as 100 to 86. Bnt this excess 
of height by no means gives a fair idea of the vast superiority in 
vigour of the crossed over the self-fertilised plants. The crossed 
flowered first and produced thirty flower-stems, whilst the self- 
fertilised produced only fifteen, or half the number. The pots 
were then bedded out, and the roots probably came out of the 
holes at the bottom and thus aided their growth. Early in the 
following summer the superiority of the crossed plants, owing 
to their increase by stolons, over the self-fertilised plants was 
truly wonderful. In Pot I., and it should be remembered that 
very large pots had been used, the oval clump of crossed plants 
was 10 by 41 inches across, with the tallest stem, as yet young, 
61 inches in height ; whilst the clump of self-fertilised plants, 
on the opposite side of the same pot, was only 31 by 2j inches 
across, with the tallest young stem 4 inches in height. In Pot 
II., the clump of crossed plants was 18 by 9 inches across, with 
the tallest young stem 81 inches in height ; whilst the clump of 
self-fertilised plants on the opposite side of the same pot was 12 
by 41 inches across, with the tallest young stem 6 inches in 
height The crossed plants during this season, as during the 
last, flowered first Both the crossed and self-fertilised plants 
being left freely exposed to the visits of bees, manifestly produced 
much more soed than their grand-parents,— the plants of the 
original clump still growing close by in the same garden, and 
equally left to the action of the bees. 

V. ACANTHACE®.— Ththbergla alata. 

It appears from Hildebrand’s description (‘ Bot. Zeitung,’ 1867, 
p. 285) that the conspicuous flowers of this plant are adapted 
for cross-fertilisation. Seedlings were twice raised from pur- 
chased seed; but during the early summer, when first expe- 
rimented on, they were extremely sterile, many of the anthers 
containing hardly any pollen. Nevertheless, during the autumn 
these same plants spontaneously produced a good many seeds. 
Twenty-six flowers during the two years were crossed with 
pollen from a distinct plant, but they yielded only eleven 
capsules; and these contained very few seeds! Twenty-eight 
flowers were fertilised with pollen from the same flower, and 
these yielded only ten capsules, which, however, contained 
rather more seed than the crossed capsules. Eight pairs of 
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germinating seeds were planted on opposite sides of five pots ; 
and exactly half the crossed and half the solf-fertiliRed plants 
exceeded their opponents in height. Two of the self-fertilised 
plants died young, before they were measured, and their crossed 
opponents were thrown away. The six remaining pairs grew 
Tery unequally, some, both of the crossod and self-fertilised 
plants, boing more than twieo as tall as the othors. The average 
height of the crossed plauts was 60 inches, and that of the self- 
fertilised plants 65 inches, or as 100 to 108. A cross, therefore, 
between distinct individuals here appears to do no good; but 
this result deduced from so few plants in a very sterile condition 
and growing vory unequally, obviously cannot be trusted. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Cbiciteras, Papatdacu, Rbsedacea, rrc. 

Brassies oleracea, crossed and self-fertilised plants — Great effect of a 
cross with a fresh stork on the weight of the offspring — Iberia 
umbellate— Papaver vugnm — EsehscliolUia californira, seedlings 
from a cross with a fresh stock not more rigorous, but more 
fertile than tho self-fertilised seedlings — Reseda lutea and odurata, 
many individuals sterile with their own pollen— Viola tricolor, 
wonderful effects of a cross— Adonis wstivalia— Delphinium consoiitla 
— Viscaria ocniata, crossed plants hardly taller, but more fertile than 
the sclf-fertiliscd-Dianthus caryophyllus, crossed and self-fertilised 
plants compared far four generations — Great effects of a cross with 
a fresh stock — Uniform colour of the flowers on the self-fertilised 
plants — Hibiscus africanus. 

VI. CRUCIFER®.— Bbassioa oleracea. 

Par. CaiteWt Early Barnes CaUxujr. 

The flowers of tlio common cabbage arc adapted, os shown by 
H. Mtiller,* for cross-fertilisation, and should this fail, for self- 
fertilisation. It is well known that the varieties ore crossed so 
largely by insects, that it is impossible to raise pnro kinds in the 
same garden, if metro than one kind is in flower at the same time 
Cabbages, in one respect, were not well fitted for my experiments, 
as, after they had formed heads, they were often difficult to mea- 
sure. The flower-stems also differ much in height ; and a poor 
plant will sometimes throw up a higher stem than that of a fine 
plant. In the later experiments, tho fully-grown plants were cut 
down and weighed, and then the immense advantage from a 
cross became manifest. 

A singlo plant of the above variety was covered with a net 
just before flowering, and was crossed with pollen from another 
plant of tho same variety growing close by; and the seveu cap- 
sules thus producod contained on an average IC'S seeds, with a 



• • Die Befruchtung,' Ac. p. 138. 
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maximum of twenty in one capsule. Some flowers were arti- 
ficially self-fertilised, but their capsules did not contain so many 
seeds as those from flowers spontaneously self-fertilised under 
tire net, of which a considerable number were produced. Fourteen 
of these latter capsules contained on an average 41 seeds, with 
a maximum in one of ten seeds ; so that the seeds in the crossed 
capsules were in number to those in the self-fertilised capsules as 
100 to 25. The self-fertilised seeds, fifty-eight of which weighed 
8'88 grains, were, however, a little finer than those from the 
crossed capsules, fifty-eight of which weighed 3 ■ 76 grains. Wien 
few seeds nro produced, these seem often to bo better nourished 
and to be heavier than when many are produced. 

The two lots of seeds iu an equal state of germination were 
planted, somo on opposite sides of a single pot, and some in the 
open ground. The young crossed plants in the pot at first ex- 
ceeded by a little in height the self-fertilised ; then equalled them ; 
were then beaten ; and lastly were again victorious. The plants, 
without being disturbed, were turned out of the pot, and planted 
in the open ground; and after growing for somo time, the 
crossed plants, which wore all of noarly the same height, exceeded 
the self-fertilised ones by 2 inches. When they flowered, the 
flower-stems of the tallest crossed plant exceeded that of the 
tallest self-fertilised plant by 6 inches. The other seedlings 
which were planted in the open ground stood separate, so that 
they did not compete with one another ; nevertheless the crossed 
plants certainly grew to a rather greater height than the self-fer- 
tilised; but no measurements were made. The crossed plants 
which had been raised in the pot, and those planted in tho open 
ground, all flowered a little before the sclf-fertilisod plants. 

Croesed ii nd &lf-fcrtili*cd 1‘lunt* of thr Second Generation. — Some 
flowers on the crossed plants of the last generation were again 
crossed with pollen from another crossed plant, and produced 
fine capsules. The flowers on the self-fertilised plants of the 
last generation were allowed to fertilise themselves spontaneously 
under a net, and they produced some remarkably fine caiwuli*. 
The two lots of seeds thus produced germinated on sand, and 
eight poire were planted on opposite sides of four pots. These 
plants were measured to the tips of their leaves on tho 
20th of October of tho samo year, and tho eight crossed plants 
averaged iu height 8'4 inches, whilst the self-fertilised averaged 
8‘58 inches, so that tho crossed were a little inferior in height, 
as 100 to 101'S. By the 5th of June of the following year these 
H 2 
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plants had grown much bulkier, and had begun to form 
iieada. The crossed had now acquired a marked superiority 
in general appearance, and averaged 8 '02 inches in height, 
whilst the self-fertilised averaged 7 '31 inches; or as 100 to9L 
The plants were then turned out of their pots and planted 
undisturbed in the open ground. By the 5th of August their 
headB were fully formed, but several had grown so crooked that 
their heights conld hardly be measured with accuracy. The 
crossed plants, however, were on the whole considerably taller 
than the self-fertilised. In the following year they flowered ; the 
crossed plants flowering before the self-fertilised in three of the 
pots, and at the same time in Pot n. The flower-stems were 
now measured, as shown in Table XXIX. 

Table XXIX. 

Measured lo tops of Flower-stems ; 0 signifies that a Flower-stem 
teas not formed. 




The nine flower-stems on thecrossod plants here average 41 -08 
inches, and the nine on the self-fertilised plants 89 inches in 
height, or as 100 to 95. But this small difference, which, more- 
over, depended almost wholly on one of the self-fertilised plants 
being only 20 inches high, does not in the least show the vast 
superiority of the crossed over the self-fertilised plants. Both 
lots, including the two plants in Pot IV., which did not 
flower, were now cut down close to the ground and weighed, but 
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those in Pot II. were excluded, for they had been accidentally 
injured by a fall during transplantation, nnd one wan almost 
killed. The eight crossed plants weighed 219 ounces, whilst the 
eight aelf-fortilised plants weighed only 82 ounces, or as 100 to 37 ; 
so that the superiority of the former orcr the latter in weight was 
great 

The Effects of a Cross with a fresh Stock. — Some flowers on a 
crossed plant of tho last or second generation were fertilises!, 
without being castrated, by pollen taken from a plant of the 
same variety, but not related to my plants, and brought from a 
nursery garden (whonco my seeds originally came) having a dif- 
ferent soil and asjtoct. The flowers on tho self-fertilised plants 
of the last or second generation (Table XXIX.) were allowed to 
fertilise themselves spontaneously under a net, and yielded 
plenty of seeds. These latter and tho crossed seeds, after germi- 
nating on sand, were planted in pairs on the opposite Bides 
of six largo pots, which were kept at first in a cool greenhonse. 
Early in January their heights were measured to the tips of their 
leaves. The thirteen crossed plants averaged 13" 16 inches in 
height, and the twelve (for one had died) self-fertilised plants 
averaged 13 7 inches, or as 100 to 101; so that tho self-fertilised 
plants exceeded by a little the crossed plants. 

Tablk XXX. 




Weight of Plants after they had formed Beads. 
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Early in the spring the plants were gradually hardened, and 
turned out of their pots into the open ground without being 
disturbed. Uy the end of August the greater number hod 
formed fine heads, but several grew extremely crooked, from 
having bocu drawn up to the light whilst in the groenhouse. 
As it was scarcely possible to measure their heights, the finest 
plant on each side of each pot was cut down close to the ground 
»nd weighed. In the preceding table we have the result. 

The six finest crossed plants overage 108' 16 ounces, whilst 
the six finest self-fertilised plants averugo only 23 ’7 ounces, or 
ns 100 to 22. This difference shows in the clearest manner the 
enormous benefit which these plants derived from a cross with 
another plant belonging to the same sub-variety, but to a fresh 
stock, and grown during at least the three previous generations 
under somewhat different conditions. 

The Offs/" ing from a cut-leaved, curled, and va negated white 
green Cabbage crossed with a cut-leaved, curled, and variegated 
crimson-green Cabbage, compared with the self-fertilised Offspring 
from the two Varieties , — These trials were made, not for the 
sake of comparing the growth of the crossed and self-fertilised 
seedlings, but because I had seen it stated that these varieties 
would not naturally intercross when growing uncovered and 
near one another. This statement proved quite erroneous; but 
the white-green variety was in some degree stcrilo in my garden, 
producing little pollen and few seeds. It was therefore no 
wonder that seedlings raised from the self-fertilised flowers of this 
variety were greatly exceeded in height by seedlings from a cross 
between it and the more vigorous crimson-green variety ; and 
nothing more need be said about this experiment 

The seedlings from the reciprocal cross, that is, from the crim- 
son-green variety fertilised with pollen from the white-green 
variety, offer a somewhat more curious case. A few of these 
crossed seedlings reverted to a pure green variety with their 
leaves loss cut and curled, so that they were altogether in a much 
more natural state, and these plants grew more vigorously and 
taller than any of the others. Now it is a strange fact that a 
much larger number of the self-fertilised seedlings from the 
crimson-green variety than of the crossed seedlings thus reverted ; 
and as a consequence the self-fertilised seedlings grew taller by 
21 inches on an average than the crossed seedlings, with which 
they were put into competition. At first, however, the crossed 
seedlings exceeded the self-fertilised by an average of a quarter 
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of an inch. Wo thus sec that reversion to a more natural con- 
dition acted more powerfully in favouring the ultimate growth 
of these plants than did a cross ; but it should be remembered 
that tho cross was with a semi-sterile variety having a feeble 
constitution. 

IBKHIS UMBELLATA. 

For. Kcrmeikma. 

This variety produced plenty of spontaneously self-fertilised 
Beed under a net. Other plants in pots in the groenliouso wore 
left uncovered, and as I saw Bmall flies visiting the flowers, it 
seemed probable that they would be intercrossed. Consequently 
seeds supposed to have been thus crossed and spontaneously self- 
fertilised seeds were sown on opposite sides of a pot. The 
self-fertilised seedlings grew from the first quicker than the 
supposed crossed seedlings, and when both lots woro in full 
flower the former were from 5 to 6 inches higher than the crossed 1 
I record in my notes that the self-fertilised seeds from which 
these self-fertilised plants were raised were not so well ripened 
as the crossed ; and this may possibly have caused, from pro- 
mature growth, the great difference in their height, in nearly 
the same manner as when self-fertilised seeds of other plants 
were sown a few days before the crossed in the same pot. 
We have seen a somewhat analogous case with the self-fertilised 
plants of the eighth generation of Ipomcea, raised from unhealthy 
parents. It is a curious circumstance, that two other lots of the 
above seods were sown in pure sand mixed with burnt earth, 
and therefore without any organic matter ; and hero the sup- 
posed crossed seedlings grew to double the height of the self- 
fertilised, before both lots died, as necessarily occurred at an 
early period. We shall hereafter meet with another case 
apparently analogous to this of Iberis in the third generation 
of Petunia. 

The above self-fertilised plants were allowed to fertilise them- 
selves again under a net, yielding self-fertilised plants of the 
second generation, and the supposed crossed plants were crossed 
by pollen of a distinct plant ; but from want of time this was done 
in a careless manner, namely, by smearing one head of expanded 
flowers over another. I should have thought that this would 
have succeeded, and perhaps it did so; but tho fact of 108 
of the self-fertilised seeds weighing 4' 87 grains, whilst the same 
number of the supposed crossed seeds weighed only 3 '57 grains. 
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docs not look like it. Five seedlings from each lot of seeds were 
raised, and the self-fertilised plants, when fully grown, exceeded 
in average height by a trifle (viz. '4 of an inch) the five probably 
crossed plants. I have thought it right to give this case and the 
last, because liad the supposed crossed plants proved superior 
to the self-fertilised in height, X should have assumed without 
doubt that the former had really been crossed. As it is, I do not 
know what to conclude. 

Being much surprised at the two foregoing trials, I deter- 
mined to make another, in which there should be no doubt about 
the crossing. I therefore fertilised with great care (but as 
usual without castration) twenty-four flowers on the supposed 
crossed plants of the last generation with pollen from distinct 
plants, and thus obtained twenty-one capsules. The self-fertilised 
plants of the last generation were allowed to fertilise themselves 
again under a net, and the seedlings reared from these seeds 
formed the third sclf-fertiliseil generation. Both lots of seeds, 
after germinating on bare sand, were planted in pairs on 
the opposite sides of two pots. All the remaining seeds were 
sown crowded on opposite sides of a third pot ; but as all the 
self-fertilised seedlings in this latter pot died before they grew 
to any considerable height, they were not measured. The 
plants in Pots I. and II. were measured when between 7 and 
8 inches in height, and the crossed exceeded the self-fertilised 
in average height by 1'57 inches. When fully grown they were 
again measured to the summits of their flower-heads, with the 
following result : — ■ 

Tabus XXXI. 
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The average height of the seven crossed plants is here 19 - 12 
inches, and that of the seven self-fertilised plants 1G- 39, or ns 
100 to 86. But as the plants on the self-fertilised side grew 
very unequally, this ratio cannot he fully trusted, and is probably 
too high. In l»th pots a crossed plant flowered before any one 
of the self-fertilised. These plants were left uncovered in the 
greenhouse ; but from being too much crowded they were not 
very productive. The seeds from all seven plants of both lots 
were counted; the crossed produced 206, and the self-fertilised 
154; or as 100 to 75. 

Croat by afrrth Stack.— From the doubts caused by the two 
first trials, in which it was not known with certainty that the 
plants had been crossed; and from the crossed plants in the 
last experiment having been put into competition with plants 
selfdcrtilised for three generations, which moreover grew very 
unequally, I resolved to repeat the trial on a larger scale, and 
in a rather different manner. I obtained seeds of the same 
crimson variety of I. umbcllata from another nursery garden, 
and raised plants from them. Some of these plants were allowed 
to fertilise themselves spontaneously under a net; others were 
crossed by pollen taken from plants raised from seed sent me by 
Dr. Durando from Algiers, where the parent-plants had been cul- 
tivated for some generations. These latter plants differed in hav- 
ing palo pink instead of crimson flowers, but in no other respect 
That the cross had been effective (though the flowers on the crim- 
son mother-plant had not been castrated) was well shown when the 
thirty crossed seedlings flowered, for twenty-four of them produced 
pale pink flowers, exactly like those of their father ; the six others 
having crimson flowers exactly like those of their mother 
and like thoso of all the self-fertilised seedlings. This case 
offers a good instance of a result which not rarely follows 
from crossing varieties having differently coloured flowers; 
namely, that the colours do not blend, but resemble perfectly those 
either of the father or mother plant. The seeds of both lots, 
after germinating on sand, were planted on opposite sides of 
eight pots. When fully grown, the plants were measured to 
the summits of the flower-heads, as shown in the following 
table 
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Table XXXII. 

Iberia umbellata : 0 su/nijica that the Plant died. 
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The average height of the thirty crossed plants is here 
17-34, and that of the twenty-nine self-fertitised plants (one 
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having died) 15 'SI, or as 100 to 89. I an) surprised that tho 
difference did not prove somewhat greater, considering that in 
the last experiment it was as 100 to 86 ; but this latter ratio, as 
before explained, was probably too great. It should, however, 
be observed that in the last experiment (Table XXXI.), the 
crossed plants competed with plants of the tliird self-fertilised 
generation ; whilst in the present case, plants derived from a 
cross with a fresh stock competed with self-fertilised plants of 
tho first generation. 

The crossed plants in tho present case, as in the last, were 
more fertile than tho solf-fcrtilised, both lots being left un- 
covered in the greenhouse. Tho thirty crossed plants produced 
103 seed-bearing flower-heads, as well as some heads which 
yielded no seeds ; whereas the twenty-nine self-fertilised plants 
produced only 81 seed-bearing heads; therefore thirty such 
plants would have produced 83 '7 heads. We thus get the 
ratio of 100 to 81, for the number of seed-bearing flower-heads 
produced by the crossed and self-fertilised plants. Moreover, a 
number of seed-boaring heads from the crossed plants, com- 
pared with the samo number from tho solf-fertilised, yielded 
soeds by weight, in tho ratio of 100 to 92. Combining these 
two elements, viz., the number of seed-bearing heads and the 
weight of seeds in each head, the productiveness of the crossed 
to the self-fertilised plants was as 100 to 75. 

The crossed and self-fertilised seeds, which remained after 
tho above pairs had been planted, (some in a state of germina- 
tion and some not so), were sown early in the year out of doors 
in two rows. Many of the self-fertilised seedlings suffered 
greatly, and a much larger number of them perished than of 
the crossed. In the autumn the surviving solf-fertilised plants 
were plainly less well-grown than the crossed plants. 

VII. PAPAVERACEJE.— Papavkr vagum. 

A subspecies of P. dubium, from the toulh of France. 

The poppy does not secrete nectar, but the flowers are highly 
conspicuous and are visited by many pollen-collocting bees, 
flios and beetles. The anthers shed their pollen very early, and 
in the case of P. rhoeat, it falls on the circumference of the 
radiating stigmas, so that this species must often be self-ferti- 
lised; but with P. dubium the samo result does not follow 
(according to H. Mttller, ‘ Die Bcfruchtung,’ p. 128), owing to 
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the shortness of the stamens, unless the flower happens to stand 
inclined. The present species, therefore, does not seem bo well 
fitted for self-fertilisation as most of the others. Nevertheless 
P. vatjum produced plenty of capsules in my garden when insects 
were excluded, but only late in the season. I may here add that 
P. snmniftrum produces an abundance of spontaneously self- 
fertilised capsules, as Professor H. Hoffmann likewise found to 
lie the case* Some species of Papaver cross freely when growing 
in the same garden, as I have known to be tho case with P. 
bracteatum and orientate. 

Plants of Papaver vagum were raised from seeds sent mo from 
Antibes through the kindness of Dr. Bornet Some little timo 
after the flowers had expanded, several wero fertilised with 
their own pollen, and others (not castrated) with pollen from a 
distinct individual ; but I have reason to bolievo, from observa- 
tions subsequently mado, that these flowers had been already 
fertilised by their own pollen, as this process seems to take place 
soon after their expansion.f I raised, however, a few seedlings 
of both lots, and the self-fertilised rather exceeded the crossed 
plants in height. 

Early in the following year I acted differently, and fertilised 
seven flowers, very soon after their expansion, with pollen from 
another plant, and obtained six cn]*mlc8. From counting the 
seeds in a medium-sized one, I estimated that the average 
number in each was at least 120. Four out of twelve capsules, 
spontaneously self-fertilised at tho same time, wore found to 
contain no good seeds ; and the remaining eight contained on 
an average G'C seeds per capsule. But it should lie observed 
that later in the season tho same plants produced under a not 
plenty of Very fine spontaneously self-fertilised capsules. 

Tho above two lots of seods, after germinating on sand, were 
planted in pairs on opposite sides of five pots. The two lots of 
seedlings, when half an inch in height, and again when 6 inches 
high, were measured to the tips of their leaves, but presented 



p 17), in th< ' 
nifenm, that if be cut away the 
etigmatio surface before the 
flower had expanded, no seeds 



done “ on the second day, o 

a few hours after the expt 

of the flower on tho first day, a 
partial fertilisation had already 
been effected, and a few good 
seods wore almost invariably pro- 
duced.’’ This proves at how early 
a period fertilisation takes place. 
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no difference. When fully grown, tho flower-stalks were 
measured to the summits of the seed capsules, with the follow- 
ing result : — 

Table XXXIIL 
Papaver vagum. 




The fifteen crossed plants hero average 21 '91 inches, and the 
fifteen self-fertilised plants 19 '54 inches in height, or as 100 to 
89. These plants did not differ in fertility, as far ns could be 
judged by the number of capsules produced, for there were 
seventy-five on the crossed side and seventy-four on the self- 
fertilised side. 

Ebchsoholtzia caufornica. 

This plant is remarkable from tho crossed seedlings not ex- 
ceeding in height or vigour tho solf-fertilised. On the other 
hand, a cross greatly increases the productiveness of the flowers 
on the parent-plants, or, as it would be more correct to say, self- 
fertilisation lessens their productiveness. A cross is indeed 
sometimes necessary in order that tho flowers should produce 
any seed. Moreover, plants derived from a cross are themselves 
much more fertile than those raised from self-fertilised flowers 
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so that the whole advantage of a cross is confined to the re- 
productive system. It will be necessary for me to give this 
singular case in considerable detail. 

Twelve flowers on some plants in my flower-garden were 
fertilised with pollen from distinct plants, and produced twelve 
capsules ; but one of these contained no good seed. The seeds 
of the eleven good capsules weighed 17 -4 grains. Eighteen 
flowers on the same plants were fertilised with their own pollen 
and produced twelve good capsules, which contained 13-61 
grains weight of seed. Therefore an equal number of crossed 
and self-fertilised capsules would have yielded seed by weight 
as 100 to 71.* If we take into account the fact that a much 
greater proportion of flowers produced cajisulcs when crossed 
than when self-fertilised, tho relative fertility of the crossed to 
the self-fertilised flowers was as 100 to 52. Nevertheless these 
plants, whilst still protected by tho net, spontaneously produced 
a considerable Bomber of self-fortiliscd capsules. 

The seeds of the two lots after germinating on sand were 
planted in pairs on the opposite sides of four large pots. At 
first there was no difference in their growth, but ultimately 
the crossed seedlings exceeded tho self-fertilised considerably in 
height, as shown in the following table. But I believe from 



Table XXXIV. 

Etchschvllzia calif arnica. 
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the cases which follow that this result was accidental, owing to 
only a few plants having been measured, and to one of the 
Belf-fertilised plants having grown only to a height of 15 inches. 
The plants had been kept in the greenhouse, and from being 
drawn up to the light had to be tied to sticks in this and the 
following trials. They were measured to the summits of their 

I flower-stems. 

The four crossed plants here average 29 ‘68 inches, and the 
four self-fertilised 25*56 in height; or as 100 to 86. The 
remaining seeds were sown in a large pot in which a Cineraria 
had long been growing ; aud in this ease again the two crossed 
plants on the one sido greatly exceeded in height the two self- 
fertilised plants on the opposite side. The plants in the altove 
four pots from having 1 son kept in the greenhouse did not 
produce on this or any other similar occasion many capsules ; 
but the flowers on the crossed plants when again crossed were 
much more productive than tho flowers on the self-fertilised 
plants when again self-fertilised. These plants after seeding 
were cut down and kept in the greenhouse; and in the 
? following year, when grown again, their relative heights were 

revorsed, as the self-fertilised plants in three out of the four 
pots were now taller than and flowered before the crossed 
plants. 

Crosv-d and tdf-ftrtilwd Plantt ,/tltr Second Generation.— The 
feet just given with respect to tho growth of the cut-down 
plants made mo doubtful about my first trial, so I determined 
to mako another on a larger scale with crossed and self-fertilised 
I seedlings raised from the crossed aud self-fertilised plants on 

| the last generation. Eleven pairs were raised and grown in 

1 competition in the usual manner; and now the result wns 

1 different, for tho two lots were nearly equal during their whole 

l growth. It would therefore be suiicrfluous to give a table of 

I their heights. When fully grown and measured, the crossed 

I averaged 82-47, and tho self-fertilised 3281 inches in height; 

I or as 100 to 101. There wns no great difference in the number 

[ of flowers and capsules produced by the two lots when both 

were left freely exposed to the visits of insects. 

I Plante rained from Brazilian Stol .— Fritz M tiller sent me from 

South Brazil seeds of plants which were there absolutely 
sterile whon fertilised with pollen from the same plant, but 
were perfectly fertilo when fertilised with pollen from any 
other plant. The plants raised by mo in England from these 
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seeds were examined by Professor Asa Gray, aud prononneed 
to belong to E. California, with which they were identical in 
general appearance. Two of these plants wore covered by a 
net, and were found not to be so completely self-sterile ns in 
Brazil. But I shall recur to this subject in another part of 
this work. Here it will suffice to state that eight flowers on 
these two plants, fertilised with pollen from another plant 
under the net, produced eight fine capsules, each containing on 
an avorage about eighty seeds. Eight flowers on those same 
plants, fertilised with their own pollen, produced seven capsules, 
which contained on an average only twelve seeds, with a maxi- 
mum in one of sixteen seeds. Therefore the cross-fertilised 
capsules, compared with the self-fertilised, yielded seeds in the 
ratio of about 100 to 15. These plants of Brazilian parentage 
differed also in a marked manner from the English plants in 
producing extremely few spontaneously self-fortiliscd capsules 
under a net. 

Crossed and self-fertilised seeds from the above plants, after 
germinating on bare sand, were planted in pairs on the opposite 
sides of five largo pots. The seedlings thus raised wore the 
grandchildren of the plants which grew in Brazil ; the parents 
having boon grown in England. As the grand-parents in 
Brazil absolutely require cross-fertilisation in order to yield 
any seeds, I expected that self-fertilisation would have proved 
very injurious to these seedlings, and that the crossed ones 
would have been greatly superior in height and vigour to 
those raised from self-fertilised flowers. But the result showed 
that my anticipation was erroneous; for as in the last experi- 
ment with plants of the English stock, so in the present one, 
the self fertilised plants exceodod the crossed by a little in 
height. It will bo sufficient to state that the fourteen crossed 
plants averaged 44 W, and the fourteen self-fertilised 4512 
inches in height; or as 100 to 101. 

The Effect, of a Crow with a/mh Stock . — I now tried a different 
experiment. Eight flowers ou the self-fertilised plants of the 
last experiment (i.e., grandchildren of the plants which grow in 
Brazil) were again fertilised with pollen from the same plant, 
and produced flvo capsules, containing on an average 27‘4 
seeds, with a maximum in one of forty-two seeds. The seedlings 
raised from these seeds formed tho second ulf-fotilieal gonoration 
of the Brazilian stock. 

Eight flowers on one of tho crossed plants of the last experi- 
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ment were crossed with pollen from another grandchild, and 
produced (ivo capsules. Those contained on an average 31G 
seeds, with a maximum in one of forty-nine seeds. The seedlings 
raised from these seeds may bo called the Intcrcrvmtd. 

Lastly, eight other flowers on the crossed plants of the last 
experiment were fertilised with pollen from a plant of tbo 
English stock, growing in my garden, and which must have 
been exposed daring many previous generations to very different 
conditions from those to which the Brazilian progenitors of tbo 
mother-plant hail been subjected. These eight flowers produced 
only four capsules, containing on an average 63 2 seeds, with a 
maximum in one of ninety. The plants raised from these seeds 
may be called the Engluh-croutd. As far as the above averages 
can be trusted from so few capsules, tho English-crossed capsules 
contained twice as many seeds as the intercrossed, and rather 
more than twice as many as the self-fertilised capsules. The 
plants which yielded these capsules were grown in pots in tho 
greenhouse, so that their absolute productiveness must not be 
compared with that of plants growing out of doors. 

The above three lots of seeds, viz., the self fertilised, inter- 
crossed, and English-crossed, were planted in an equal state of 
germination (having been as usual sown on bare sand) in nine 
large pots, each divided into three parts by superficial partitions. 
Many of the self-fertilised seeds germinated before those of the 
two crossed lots, and these were of course rejected. Tbo 
seedlings thus raised are tho great-grandchildren of tho plants 
which grew in Brazil. When they were from 2 to 4 inches 
in height, the three lots were equal. They were measured when 
four-fifths grown, and again when fully grown, and as their 
relative heights were almost exactly the same at these two 
ages, I will givo only tho last measurements. The average 
height of the nineteen English-crossed plants was 45-92 inches; 
that of the eighteen intercrossed plants (for one died), 43 ’38; 
and that of the nineteen self-fertilised plants, 50 3 inches. So 
that we have tho following ratios in height : — 

The En g l ish-crossed to the self-fertilised plants, as 100 to 109 
The English-crossed to tho intercrossed plants, as 100 to 94 
The intercrossed to the self-fertilised plants, as 100 to 116 
After tho seed-capsules hod boon gathered, all these plants 
were cut down close to the ground and weighed. The nineteeu 
English-crossed plants weighed 18 '25 ounces; the intercrossed 
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plants (with their weight calculated as if there had been nine- 
teen) weighed 18’2 ounces; and the nineteen self-fertilised 
plants, 21 '5 ounces. We have therefore for the weights of the 
three lots of plants the following ratios : — 

The English-crossed to the self-fertilised plants, as 100 to 118 
Tho English-crossed to the intercrossed plants, as 100 to 100 
The intercrossed to the self-fertilised plants, as 100 to 118 
We thus see that in weight, as in height, the self-fertilised 
plants had a decided advantage over the English-crossed and 
intercrossed plants. 

The remaining seeds of the three kinds, whether or not in a 
state of germination, were sown in three long parallel rows in 
tho open ground; and here again the self- fertilised seedlings 
exceeded in height by between 2 and 3 inches the seedlings 
in the two other rows, which were of nearly equal heights. The 
throo rows were left unprotected throughout the winter, and all 
the plants were killed, with tho exception of two of tho self- 
fertilised ; so that os far as this little bit of evidence goes, some 
of the self-fertilised plants were more hardy than any of the 
crossed plants of either lot. 

We thus see that the self-fertilised plants which were grown 
in the nine pots were superior in height (as 11C to 100), and in 
weight (as 118 to 100), and apparently in hardiness, to the inter- 
crossed plants derived from a cross between the grandchildren 
of the Brazilian stock. The superiority is here much more 
strongly marked than in the seoond trial with the plants of the 
English stock, in whioh the self-fertilised were to the crossed in 
■height as 101 to 100. It is a far more remarkable fact— if we 
bear in mind tho effects of crossing plants with pollen from a 
fresh stock in the casts of Ipomcea, Mimulus, Brassiea, and 
Iberis— that the Belf-fertiliscd plants exceeded in height (as 109 
to 100), and in weight (as 118 to 100), the offspring of the 
Brazilian stock crossed by the English stock; the two stocks 
having been long subjected to widely different conditions. 

If we now turn to the fertility of the three lots of plants we 
find a vory different result I may premise that in five out of 
the nino pots the first plant which flowered was one of tho English- 
crossed ; in fonr of tho pots it was a self-fertilised plant; and in 
not one did an intercrossed plant flower first; so that these 
latter plants were beaten in this respect, as in so many other 
ways. The three closely adjoining rows of plants growing in 
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the open ground flowered profusely, and the flowors were inces- 
santly visited by beee, and certainly thus intercrossed. The 
manner in which several plants in tho previous experiments 
continued to be almost sterile as long as they were covered by a 
net, bat set a multitude of capsules immediately that they were 
uncovered, proves how effectually tho bees carry pollen from 
plant to plant. My gardener gathered, at three successive 
times, an equal number of ripe capsules from the plants of the 
three lots, until he had collected forty-five from each lot. It is 
not possible to jndge from external appearance whether or not a 
capsule contains any good seeds ; so that I opened all the cap- 
sules. Of the forty-five from the English-crossed plants, four 
were empty; of those from the intercrossed, five were empty ; 
and of those from the self-fertilised, nine were empty. The 
seeds were counted in twenty-one capsules taken by chance out 
of each lot, and the average number of seeds in the capsules 
from the English-crossed plants was 67 ; from the intercrossed, 
6; and from the self-fertilised, 48*52. It therefore follows that 
Stedt. 

The forty-five capsules (the four empty ones in- 
cluded) from the English-crossed plants contained 2747 
The forty-five capsules (the five empty ones in- 
cluded) from the intercrossed plants contained 2240 
The forty-five capsules (the nine empty ones in- 
cluded) from the self-fertilised plants contained . 1746*7 
The reader should remember that these capsules are the pro- 
duct of cross-fertilisation, effected by the bees; and that the 
difference in the number of the contained seeds must depend on 
the constitution of the plants ; — that is, on whether they were 
derived from a cross with a distinct stock, or from a cross 
between plants of the same stock, or from self-fertilisation. 
From the above facts we obtain the following ratios:— 

Number of seeds contained in an equal number of naturally 
fertilised capsules produced— 

By tho English-crossed and self-fertilised plants, ns 100 to 6H 
By the English-crossed and intercrossed plants, as 100 to 81 
By the intercrossed and self-fertilised plants, as 100 to 78 
But to have ascertained tho productiveness of tho three lots 
of plants, it would have been necessary to know how many 
capsules were produced by the same number of plants. The 
i 2 
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three long rows, however, were not of quite equal lengths, and 
the plants were much crowded, so that it would have been ex- 
tremely difficult to have ascertained how many capsules were 
produced by them, even if I had been willing to undertake so 
laborious a task as to collect and count all the capsules. But 
this was feasible with the plants grown in pots in the green- 
house; and although these were much less fertile than those 
growing out of doors, their relative fertility appeared, after care- 
fully observing them, to be the same. The nineteen plants of 
the English-crossed stock in the pots produced altogether 210 
capsules; the intercrossed plants (calculated as nineteen) pro- 
duced 187 '22 capsules; and the nineteen self-fertilised plants, 
152 capsules. Now, knowing the number of seeds contained in 
forty-five capsules of each lot, it is easy to calculate the relative 
numbera of seeds produced by an equal number of the plants of 
the three lots. 

N'umlwr of seeds produced by an equal number of naturally- 
fertilised plants. 

Plants of English-crossed and self-fertilised 

parentage 

Plants of the English-crossed and intercrossed 

parentage 

Plants of the intercrossed and self-fertilised 

parentage 

The superiority in productiveness of the interc , 

(that is, the product of a cross between the grandchildren of the 
plants which grew in Brazil) over the self-fertilised, small as it is, ' 
is wholly due to tho larger average number of seeds contained in 
the capsulos ; for the intercrossed plants produced fewer cap- 
sules in tlio greenhouse than did tho self-fertilised plants. The 
great superiority in productiveness of tho English-crossed over 
the relf-fcrtilised plants is shown by the larger number of 
tapsulcs produced, tho larger average uumbor of contained seeds, 
and tho smaller number of empty capsules. As tho English- 
crossod and intercrossed plants were tho offspring of crosses in 
overy previous generation (as must havo been the case from the 
flowers being sterile with their own pollen), we may conclude that 
the great superiority in productiveness of the English-crossed 
over tho intercrossed plants is due to the two parents of the 
former having been long subjected to different renditions. 



Sc'dM. 

as 100 to 40 
as 100 to 45 
as 100 to 89 
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Tbe English-crossed plants, though so superior in productive- 
ness, were, as wo have seen, decidedly inferior in height and 
weight to the self-fertilised, and only equal to, or hardly superior 
to, the intercrossed plants. Therefore, the wholo advantage of a 
cross with a distinct stock is here confined to productiveness, and 
I have met with no similar case. 



VIII. RESEDACEiE.— Reseda i.btea. 

Seeds collected from wild plants growing in this neighbour- 
hood were sown in the kitchen-garden ; and several of the 
seedlings thus raised were covered with a net. Of these, some 
were found (as will lioroaftor be more fully described) to be 
absolutely sterile when left to fertilise themselves spontaneously, 
although plenty of pollen fell on their stigmas ; and they were 
equally sterile when artificially and repeatedly fertilised with 
their own pollen ; whilst other plants produced a few spon- 
taneously self-fertilised capsules. The remaining plants were 
left uncovered, and as pollen was carried from plant to plant by 
the hive and humble-bees which incessantly visit the flowers, 
they produced an abundance of capsules. Of the necessity of 
pollen being carried from one plant to another, I had ample 
evidence in the case of this species and of R. odorata ; for those 
plants, which set no seeds or very few as long as they were 
protected from insects, bccumo loaded with capsules immediately 
that they were uncovered. 

Seeds from the flowers spontaneously self-fertilised under the 
net, and from flowers naturally crossed by the bees, were sown on 
opposite sides of five large pots. The seedlings were thinned as 
soon as they appeared abovo ground, so that an equal number 
were left on the two sidos. After a time the pots were plunged 
into the open ground. The same number of plants of crossed 
ant self-fertilised parentage wore measured up to the summits 
of their flower-stems, with the result given in the following 
table (XXXV.). Those which did not produce flower-stems were 
not measured. 

The average height of the twenty-four crossed plants is here 
17-17 inches, and that of the same number of self-fertilised plants 
H'61; or as 100 to 85. Of the crossed plants all but five 
flowered, whilst several of tho self-fertilised did not do so. The 
abovo pairs, whilst still in flower, but with some capsules already 
formed, were afterwards cut down and weighed. The crossed 
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weighed 90 -5 ounces; and on equal number of the self-fertilised 
only 19 ounces, or as 100 to 21; and this is an astonishing 
difference. 



Table XXXV. 
Hernia lutca, in poll. 




Seeds of the same two lots wore also sown in two adjoining 
rows in the open ground. There wore twenty crossed plants in 
the one row and thirty-two self-fortilised plants in the other 
row, so that the experiment was not quite fair; but not so un- 
fair as it at first appears, for the plants in the samo row were not 
crowded so much as seriously to interfere with each Ollier’s 
growth, and the ground was bare on the outside of both rows. 
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These plants were better nourished than those in the pots and 
grew to n greater height. The eight tallest plants in each row 
were measured in the same manner as before, with the following 

result:— 



Table XXXVI. 



Reseda lutea, growing in the open ground. 




The avenge height of the crossed plants, whilst in full flowor, 
was here 'JS'09, and that of the self-fertilised 28 • 14 inches ; or as 
100 to 82. It is a singular fact that tho tallest plant in the two 
rows, was one of tho solf-fcrtilised. The self-fertilised plants liad 
smaller and paler green leaves than the crossed. All tho plants 
in the two rows were afterwards cut down and weighed. The 
twenty crossed plants weighed 65 ounces, and twenty self-ferti- 
lised (by calculation from the actual weight of tho tliirty-two self- 
fertilised plants) weighed 26 • 25 ounces ; or as 100 to 40. There- 
fore the crossed plants did not exceed in weight the Bolf-fertilisod 
plants in nearly so groat a degroo as those growing in the 
pots, owing probably to the latter having been subjected to more 
severe mutual competition. On the other hand, they exceeded 
the self-fertilised in height in a slightly greater degree. 

Reseda odoeata. 

Plants of the common mignonette were raised from purchased 
seed, and several of them wero placed under separate nets. Of 
these sorao became loadod with spontaneously self-fertilised cap- 
sales; others produoed a few, and others not a single one. It 
must not bo supposed that these latter plants produoed no seed 
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becauso their stigmas did not receive any pollen, for they were 
repeatedly fertilised with pollen from the same plant with no 
effect ; but they were perfectly fertile with pollen from any other 
plant. Spontaneously self-fertilised seeds were saved from one 
of the highly self-fertile plants, and other seeds were collectai 
from the plants growing outside the nets, which bad l>cen 
crossed by the bees. These seeds after germinating on sand 
were planted in pairs on the opposite sides of five pots. The 
plants were trained up sticks, and measured to the summits of 

have the result 



Table XXXVH. 

Reseda odorata (seedlings from a highly Self-fertile Plant). 
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and weighed : the crossed weighed 11 ’5 ounces, and the self- 
fertilised 7 '75 ounces, or as 100 to 67. These two lots having 
been left froely exposed to the visits of insects, did not present 
any difference to the eye in the number of seed-capsules which 
they produced. 

The remainder of the samo two lots of seeds were sown in two 
adjoining rows in the open ground ; so that the plants were ex- 
posed to only moderate competition. The eight tallest on each 
side were measured, as shown in the following table : — 

Table XXXVDI. 




The average height of the eight crossed plants is 25' 76, and 
i at of the eight self-fertilised 27 '09 ; or as 100 to 105. 

We hero have the anomalous result of the self-fertilised plants 
being a little taller than the crossed ; of which fact I can offer 
no explanation. It is of course possible, but not probable, that 
the labels may have been interchanged by accident. 

Another experiment was now tried: all the self-fertilised 
capsules, though vory few in number, were gathered from one of 
the semi-self-sterilo plants under a net ; and os several flowers on 
this same plant had been -fertilised with pollen from a distinct 
individual, crossed seeds were thus obtained. I expected that the 
seedlings from this somi-self-sterile plant would have profited 
in a higher degree from a cross, than did the seedlings from 
the fully self-fertile plants. But my anticipation was quite wrong, 
for they profited in a less degree. An analogous result followod in 
the case of Eschscholtzia, in which the offspring of the plants of 
Brazilian parentage (which were partially self-sterile) did not 
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profit more from a cross, than did the plants of the far more 
self-fertile English stock. The aboTe two lots of crossed and 
self-fertilised seeds from the same plant of Ilcteda odorata, after 
germ in at i ng on sand, were planted on opposite sides of five pots, 
and measured as in the last case, with the following result : — 

Table XXXIX. 



liatda odorata (tetdlingt from a Bemi-ttlf-sieriU Plant). 




crossed in this case exceeded the self-fertilised in weight by a mere 
trifle, viz., in the ratio of 100 to 99. The two lots, left freely 
exposed to insects, seemed to be equally fertile. 

The remainder of the seed was sown in two adjoining rows in 
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the open ground ; and the eight tallest plants in each row were 
measured, with the following result : — 

Table XL. 

lleteda odurata (seedlingt from a semi-srlf-eterile Plant, planted 
in the open ground). 




The average height of the eight crossed plants is here 26 ’92, 
and that of the eight self-fertilised plants 23 '54 inches; or as 

100 to 90. 



IX. VIOLACEiE.— Viola tbioolor. 

Whilst the flowers of the common cultivated heartsease are 
young, the anthers shed thoir pollon into a little semi-cylin- 
drical passage, formed by the basal portion of the lower petal, 
and surrounded by papilla). The pollen thus collected lies 
dose beneath the stigma, but can seldom gain access into its 
cavity, except by the aid of insects, which pass thoir proboscides 
down this passage into the nectary* Consequently when I 
covered up a large plant of a cultivated variety, it set only 
eighteen capsules, and most of these contained very few good 
seeds— several from only one to three ; whereas an equally fino 



SunPM. 



ly described by 

ebrand, Delpino, 

Muller. The latter author 
ns up all the previous obser- 
;ions la his • Bcfruchtung der 
uneu,' and in •Nature,’ Nov. 
18711, p. 11. See also Mr. A. W. 



Bennett, in ‘Nature,’ May 15, 
1878, p. 50; and some remarks 
by Mr. Kitchener, ibid. p. 143. 
The faets which fellow on the 
effects of covering up a plant 
of V. tricolor have been quoted 
bv Sir J. Lubliock in his ‘ British 
Wild Flowers,’ Ac. p. 62. 
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uncovered plant of the same variety, growing close by, produced 
105 fine capsulos. The few flowers which produce capsules when 
insects are excluded, are perhaps fertilised by tho curling inwards 
of the petals as they wither, for by this means pollen-grains 
adhering to the papillie might be inserted into the cavity of the 
stigma. But it is more probable that their fertilisation is effected, 
as Mr. Bennett suggests, by Thrips and certain minute beetles 
which haunt the flowers, and which cannot bo excluded by any 
net. Humble-bees are the usual fertilisers ; but I have more than 
once seen flics ( Khingia nttrata) at work, with tho under sides of 
their bodies, heada and legs dusted with pollen; and having 
marked the flowers which they visited, I found them after a few 
days fertilised.* It is curious for how long a time the flowers of 
the heartsease and of some other plants may lie watched without 
an insect being seen to visit them. During tho summer of 1841, 1 
observed many times daily for more than a fortnight some large 
clumps of heartsease growing in my garden, before I saw a single 
humble-bee at work. During another summer I did the same, but 
at last saw some dark-coloured humble-bees visiting on three suc- 
cessive days almost every flower in several clumps ; and almost 
all these flowers quickly withered and produced fine capsules. 
I presume that a certain state of the atmosphere is necessary 
for the secretion of nectar, and that as soon as this occurs the 
insects discover the fact by the odour emitted, and immediately 
frequent the flowers. 

As the flowers require the aid of insects for their complete 



Andreas, which could ni 
the nectar, repeatedly inserting 
its proboscis beneath 'the stigms, 
where the pnpillm are situated; 

some way attractive to insects. A 
writer asserts ( • Zoologist,’ vol. 
iii.-iv. p. 1225) that a moth 
( Plusia ) frequently visits the 
flowers of tho ramsy. Hive-bees 
do not ordinarily visit them, but 
a case lias been recorded (‘Gar- 
deners’ Chronicle,’ 1844, p. 874) 



o gives a list 
45) of iill the 



N’ature,' 1873, p. 45) 
ects which he has seen visiting 
th the large and -mull-flowered 



has seen several butterflies suck- 
ing the flowers of wild plants, 
and this I liavo never observed in 
gardens, though I have watched 
the flowers during many years. 
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fertilisation, and as they are not visited by insects nearly so often 
as most other nectar-secreting flowers, we can understand the 
remarknble fact discovered by H. Muller and described by him 
in * Nature,’ namely, that this species exists under two forms. 
One of these bears conspicuous flowers, which, as we have seen, 
require the aid of insects, and are adapted to be cross-fer- 
tilised by them ; whilst the other form has much smaller and 
less conspicuously coloured flowers, which are constructed on a 
slightly different plan, favouring self-fertilisation, and are thus 
adapted to ensure the propagation of the species. The self- 
fertile form, however, is occasionally visited, and may bo crossed 
by insects, though this is rather doubtful. 

In my first experiments on I'iola tricolor I was unsuccessful in 
raising seedlings, and obtained only one full-grown crossed and 
self-fertilised plant. Tho former was 12i inches and the latter 8 
inches in height. On the following year several flowers on a 
fresh plant were crossed with pollen from another plant, which 
was known to be a distinct seedling; and to this point it is im- 
portant to attend. Several other flowers on the same plant 
were fertilised with their own pollen. Tho average number 
of seeds in the ten crossed capsules was 18 7, and in the twelve 
Belf-fertiliscd capsules 12 '83; or as 100 to 69. Those seeds, 
after germinating on bare sand, wore planted in pairs on the 
opposite sides of five pots. They were first measured when 
about a third of their full size, and tho crossed plants then 
averaged 8’87 inchos, and the self-fertilised only 2’00 inches in 
height ; or as 100 to 52. They were kept in tho greenhouse, and 
did not grow vigorously. Whilst in flower they were again 
measured to the summits of their stems (see Table XLI.), with 
the following result 

The average height of tho fourteen crossed plants is here 5 '58 
inches, aud that of the fourteen self-fertilised 2 '87; or as 100 to 
42. In four out of the five pots, a crossed plant flowered before 
any one of the self-fertilised ; as likewise occurred with tho pair 
raised (luring tho previous year. Theso plants without being 
disturtxxl were now turned out of their pots and planted in the 
open ground, so as to form five separato clumps. Early in the 
following summer (1869) they flowered profusely, and being 
visited by humble-bees set many capsulos, which were carefully 
collected from all tho plants on both sides. The crossed plants 
produced 167 capsules, and tho self-fertilised only 17; or as 
100 to 10. So that the crossed plants were more than twice the 
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height of the self-fertilised, generally flowered first, and produced 
ten times os many naturally fertilised capsules. 



Table XLL 

Viola tricolor. 




By the early part of the summer of 1870 the crossed plants in 
all tho five clumps had grown and spread so much more than 
the self-fertilised, that any comparison between them was 
superfluous. The crossed plants were covered with a shoot of 
bloom, whilst only a Binglc self-fertilised plant, which was much 
finer than any of its brethren, flowered. The crossed and self- 
fertilised plants had now grown all matted together on the 
respective sides of the superficial partitions still separating them ; 
and in the clump which included the finest self-fertilised plant, 
I estimated that tho surface covered by the crossed plants was 
about nine times as large as that covered by the self-fertilised 
plants. The extraordinary superiority of the crossed over tho 
self-fertilised plants in all five clumps, was no doubt due to 
the crossed plants at first having had a decided advantage over 
the self-fertilised, and then robbing them more and more of their 
food during the succeeding seasons. But we should remember 
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that the same result would follow in a state of nature even to a 
greater degree; for my plants grew in ground kept clear of 
weeds, so that the self-fertilised had to compete only with the 
crossed plants; whereas the whole surface of the ground is 
naturally covered with various kinds of plants, all of which 
have to struggle together for existence. 

The ensuing winter was very severe, and in the following 
spring (1871) the plants were again examined. All the self- 
fertilised wero now dead, with the exception of a single branch on 
one plant, which bore on its summit a minute rosette of leaves 
about as large os a pea. On the other hand, all the crossed 
plants without exception were growing vigorously. So that the 
•elf-fertilised plants, besides their inferiority in other respects, 
were more tender. 

Another experiment was now tried for the sake of ascertaining 
how far the superiority of the crossed plants, or to speak more 
correctly, the inferiority of the self-fertilised plants, would be 
transmitted to their offspring. The one crossed and ono self- 
fertilised plant, which wero first raised, had been turned out of 
their pot and planted in the open ground. Both produced an 
abundance of very fine capsules, from which fact we may safely 
conclude that they had been cross-fertilised by insects. Seeds 
from both, after germinating on sand, were planted in pairs on 
the opposite sides of throe pots. The naturally crossed seedlings 



Tabue XLU. 

Viola tricolor : seedlings from crossed and self-fertilised Plants, the 
parents of both sets having been left to be naturally fertilised. 
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derivod from the crossed plants flowered in all three pots before 
the naturally crossed seedlings derived from the self-fertilised 
plants. When both lots were in full flower, the two tallest 
plants on each side of each pot were measured, and the result 
is shown in the preceding table. 

The average height of the six tallest plants derived from the 
crossed plants is 12 '56 inches; and that of the six tallest plants 
derived from the self-fertilised plants is 10‘ 31 inches; or as 
100 to 82. We here see a considerable difference in height 
between the two sets, though very far from equalling that in the 
previous trials between the offspring from crossed and solf- 
fertilised flowers. This difference must be attributed to the 
latter stt of plants having inherited a weak constitution from 
their parents, the offspring of self-fertilised flowers ; notwith- 
standing that the parents themselves had been freely inter- 
crossed with other plants by the aid of insects. 

X. RANUNCULACErE. -Adonis sotivaus. 

The results of my experiments on this plant are hardly worth 
giving, as I remark in my notes made at the time, “ seedlings, 
from some unknown cause, all miserably unhealthy." Nor did they 
ever become healthy ; yet I feel bound to give the present case, 
as it is opposed to the general results at which I have arrived. 
Fifteen flowers were crossed and all produced fruit, containing 
on an average 32' 5 seeds; nineteen flowers were fertilised with 
thoir own pollen, and thoy likewise all yielded fruit, containing 
a rathor larger nverngo of 34 • 5 seeds ; or ns 100 to 106. Seedlings 
were raised from thoso seeds. In one of the pots all the self- 
fertilised plants diod whilst quite young ; in tho two others, the 
measurements were as follows : 

Table XLIII. 
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The average height of the four crossed plants is 14 '25, and 
that of the four self-fertilised plants 14' 31 ; or as 100 to 100‘4; 
so that they were in fact of equal height According to Professor 
H. Hoffmann,* this plant is proterandrous ; nevertheless it yields 
plenty of seeds when protected from insects. 

Delphinium coksouoa. 

It has been said in the case of this plant, as of so many 
others, that the flowers are fertilised in the bud, and that 
distinct plants or varieties can never naturally intercross.! But 
this is an error, as wo may infer, firstly from tho flowers being 
proterandrous,— the mature stamens bunding up, one after the 
other, into the passage which leads to the nectary, and afterwards 
the mature pistils bending in the same direction; secondly, from 
the number of humble-bees which visit the flowers 1 ; and thirdly, 
from tho greater fertility of the flowers when crossed with pollen 
from a distinct plant than when spontaneously solf -fertilised. In 
the year 1863 I enclosed a large branch in a net, and crossed five 
flowers with pollen from a distinct plant; these yielded capsules 
containing on an average 35 • 2 very fine seeds, with a maximum of 
forty-two in one capsule. Thirty-two other flowers on the same 
branch produced twenty-eight s|>ontancously self-fertilised cap- 
sules, containing on an average 17 '2 seeds, with a maximum in 
one of thirty-six seeds. But six of these capsules were very poor, 
yielding only from one to five seeds ; if these are excluded, tho 
remaining twenty-two capsules give an average of 20 ‘9 seeds, 
though many of these Beeds were small. The fairest ratio, 
therefore, for the number of seeds produced by a cross and by 
spontaneous self-fertilisation is as 100 to 59. These seeds were 
not sown, as I had too many other experiments in progress. 

In the summer of 1867, which was a very unfavourable one, 
1 again crossed several flowers under a net with pollen from a 
distinct plant, and fertilised other flowers on the same plant with 
their own pollen. The former yielded a much larger proportion 
of capsules than the latter; and many of the seeds in the self- 
fertilised capsules, though numerous, were so |>oor that an equal 
number of seeds from the crossed and self-fertilised capsules 



• • Zur Spcciesfrage,’ 1875, 



p. 11. 

f Deoaime, • Comptes-Rcndus,’ 
July, 1863, p. 5. 



1 Their structure is described 
by H. Midler, ' Befruchtuag,' Ac., 
p. 122. 
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were in weight ns 100 to 45. The two lots were allowed to 
geminate on sand, and pairs were planted on the opposite sides 
of four pots. When nearly two-thirds grown they were 
measured, as shown in the following table : — 



Table XIXV. 
Delphinium contolida. 




fertilised 12 50 inches in height ; or as 100 to 84. When fully 
grown they were again measured, but from want of timo only a 
single plant on each side was measured ; so that I have thought 
it best to give the earlier measurements. At the later period 
the three tallest crossed plants still exceeded considerably in 
height the three tallest self-fertilised, but not in quite so great 
a degree as before. The pots wore loft uncovered in the green- 
house, hut whethor the flowors were intercrossed by bees or self- 
fertilised I do not know. The six crossed plants produced 282 
mature and immature capsules, whilst the six self-fertilised 
plants produced only 159 ; or as 100 to 56. So that the crossed 
plants were very much more productive than the self-fertilised. 

XI. CABYOPHTLLACEJE. — Viscaria occlata. 

Twelve flowers were crossed with pollen from another plant, 
and yielded ten capsules, containing by weight 6 - 77 grains of 
seeds. Eighteen flowers were fertilised with their own pollen 
and yielded twelve capsules, containing by weight 2 '68 grains. 
Therefore the seeds from an equal number of crossed and sclf- 
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fertilised flowers would have been in weight as 100 to 38. I hod 
previously selected a medium-sized capsule from each lot, and 
counted the seeds in both ; the crossed one contained 284, and 
the self-fertilised ono 126 seeds; or as 100 to 44. Those seeds 
were sown on opposite sides of throe pots, and several seedlings 
raised; but only the tallest flower-stem of ono plant on each 
sido was measured. The three on the crossed side averogod 82 -5 
inches, and the three on the self-fertilised side 34 inches in 
height; or as 100 to 104. But this trial was on much too small 
a scale to be trusted ; the plants also grew so unequally that 
one of the three flower-stems on the crossed plants was very 
nearly twioe as tall as that on one of the others; and ono of 
the three flower-stems on the self-fertilised plants exceeded in 
an equal degree one of the others. 

In the following year the experiment was repeated on a larger 
scale: ten flowers wore orossed on a new set of plants and 
yielded ten capsules containing by weight 6 '54 grains of seed. 
Eighteen spontaneously self-fertilised capsules were gathered, 
of which two contained no seed ; the other sixteen contained by 
weight 6 '07 grains of soed. Therefore the weight of seed from 
an equal number of crossed and spontaneously self-fertilised 
flowers (instead of artificially fertilised as in the previous case) 
was as 100 to 58. 

The seeds after germinating on sand were planted in pairs on 
(he opposite sides of four pots, with all the remaining seeds sown 
crowded in the opposite sides of a fifth pot ; in this latter j>ot 
only tho tallest plant on each side was measured. Until the 
seedlings had grown about 5 inches in height no difference 
could be perceived in the two lots. Both lots flowered at nearly 
the same time. When they had almost done flowering, the 
tallest flower-stem on each plant was measured, as shown in the 
following table (XLV.). 

The fifteen crossed plants hero average 34-5, and the fifteen 
self-fertilised 33 '55 inches in height; or as 100 to 97. So that 
the excess of height of the crossed plants is quite insignificant. 1 n 
productiveness, however, the difference was much more plainly 
marked. All the capsules were gathered from both lots of plaDts 
(except from the crowded and unproductive onoe in Pot V.), and 
at the close of the season the few remaining flowers were added 
in. Tho fourteen crossed plants produced 381, whilst the four- 
teen Belf-fertilised plants produced only 293 capsules and flowers, 
or as 100 to 77. 

K 2 
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DiABTUDB CAKYOPHYLLCg. 

The common carnation is strongly protcrsndrons, and there- 
fore depends to a large extent upon insects for fertilisation. I 
have seen only humble-beee visiting the flowere, but I dare say 
other insects likewise do so. It is notorious that if pure seed is 
desired, the greatest care is necessary * to prevent the varieties 
which grow in the same garden from intercrossing. The pollen 
is generally shed and lost before the two stigmas in the same 
flower diverge and are ready to be fertilised. I was therefore 
often forced to use for self-fertilisation pollen from the same 
plant instead of from the same flower. But on two occasions, 
when I attended to this point, I was not able to detect any 
markod difference in the number of seeds produced by theso two 
forms of self-fertilisation. 



• • Gardeners’ Chronicle,’ 1847, p. 268 
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Several single-flowered carnations were planted in good soil, 
and were all covered with a net Eight flowers were crossed 
with pollen from a distinct plant and yielded six capsules# 
containing on an average 88 ‘6 seeds, with a maximum in one of 
112 seeds. Eight other flowers were self-fertilised in the 
manner above described, and yieldod seven capsules containing 
on an average 82 seeds, with a maximum in one of 112 seeds. 
So that there was very little difference in the number of seeds 
produced by cross-fertilisation and self-fertilisation, viz., as 
100 to 92. As these plants were covered by a net, they pro- 
duced spontaneously only a few capsules containing any seeds, 
and these few may perhaps be attributed to the action of 
Thrips and other minute insects which haunt the flowers. A 
large majority of the spontaneously self-fertilised capsules pro- 
duced by several plants contained no seeds, or only a single one. 
Excluding these latter capsules, I counted the seeds in eighteen 
Of the finest ones, and these contained on an average 18 seeds. 
One of the plants was spontaneously self-fertile in a higher degree 
than any of the others. On another occasion a single covered-up 
plant produced spontaneously eighteen oapsules, but only two of 
these contained any seed, namely 10 and 15 . 

Crossed and self-fertilised Plants of the First Generation— The 
many seeds obtained from the above crossed and artificially 
self-fertilised flowers were sown out of doors, and two large beds 
of seedlings, closely adjoining one another, thus raised. This 
was the first plant on which I experimented, and I had not 
then formed any regular scheme of operation. When the two 
lots were in full flower, I measured roughly a large number of 
plants, but record only that the crossed were on an average 
fully 4 inches taller than the self-fertilised. Judging from 
subsequent measurements, we may assume that the crossed 
plants were about 28 inches, and the self-fertilised about 
24 inches in height; and this will give us a ratio of 100 to 
86. Out of a largo number of plants, four of the crossed ones 
flowered before any one of the self-fertilised plants. 

Thirty flowers on these crossed plants of the first generation 
were again crossed with pollen from a distinct plant of the same 
lot, and yielded twenty-nine capsules, containing on an average 
55 '62 seeds, with a maximum in one of 110 seeds. 

Thirty flowers on tho self-fertilised plants were again self- 
fertilised ; eight of them with pollen from the same flower, and 
the remainder with pollen from another flower on the same 
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plant; and these prodnced twenty-two capsules, containing on an 
averago 85 ’95 seeds, with a maximum in one of 61 seeds. We 
thus sec, judging by the number of seeds per capsule, that the 
crossed plants again crossed were more productive than the 
self-fertilised again self-fertilised, in the ratio of 100 to 65. 
Both the crossed and self-fertilised plants, from having grown 
much crowded in the two beds, producod less fine capsules and 
fewer seeds than did their parents. 

Crowed and ulf-fcrtUieed Plant » o/ the Second Generation.— The 
crossed and self-fertilised seeds from the crossed and self-fertilised 
plants of the last generation wore sown on opposite sides of two 
pots ; but the seedlings were not thinned enough, so that both lots 
grew very irregularly, and most of the self-fertilised plants after 
a time died from being smothered. My measurements were, 
therefore, very incomplete. From the first tho crossed seedlings 
appeared the finest, and when they were on an average, by esti- 
mation, 5 inches high, the self-fertilised plants were only 4 
inches. In both pots the crossed plants flowered first The two 
tallest flower-stems on the crossed plants in the two pots were 
17 and 164 inches in height; and the two tnllest flower-stems 
on the self-fertilised plants 104 and 9 inches; so that their 
heights were as 100 to 68. But this ratio, deduced from only 
two pairs, obviously is not in the least trustworthy, and would 
not havo been given had it not been otherwise supjxirtod. I 
state in my notes that the crossed plants wore very much more 
luxuriant than their opponents, and seemed to be twice as 
bulky. This latter estimate may be believed from the ascertained 
weights of the two lota in the next generation. Somo flowers 
on those crossed plants were again crossed with pollen from 
anothor plant of the same lot, and somo flowers on tho self- 
fertilised plants again Belf-fertilised ; and from the seeds thus 
obtainod the plants of the next generation were raised. 

Oroeeed and utf-fertilieed Plante of the Third Generation .— The 
seeds just alluded to were allowed to germinate on bare sand, 
and wore planted in pairs on tho opposite sides of four pots. 
When the seedlings were in full flower, the tallest stem on each 
plant was measured to the base of the calyx. The measurements 
are given in the following table (XL VI.). In Pot I. the crossed 
and self-fertilised plants flowered at the same time ; but in the 
other three pots the crossed flowered first. These latter plants 
also continued flowering much later in the autumn than the 
self-fertilised. 
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Table XL VI. 

Vianlhus caryophyUus ( Third Generation). 




The average height of the eight crossed plants is here 28 -89 
incites, and of the eight self-fertilised 28 '21 ; or as 100 to 99. 
8o that there was no difference in height worth speaking of- 
but in general vigour and luxuriance there was an astonishing 
difference, as shown by their weights. After the seed-capsules 
had been gathered, the eight crossed and the eight self-fertilised 
plants were cut down and weighed ; the former weighed 43 
ounces, and the latter only 21 ounces; or as 100 to 49. 

These plants wore all kept under a net, so that the capsules 
which they produced must have been all spontaneously self- 
fertilised. The eight crossed plants produced twenty-one such 
capsules, of which only twelve contained any seed, averaging 
8'5 per capsule. On the other hand, the eight self-fertilised 
plants produced no less than thirty-six capsules, of which I 
examined twenty-five, and, with tho exception of three, all 
contained seeds, averaging 10 ’63 seeds per capsule. Thus the 
proportional number of seeds per capsule produced by the plants 
of crossed origin to those produced by the plants of self-fertilised 
origin (both lots being spontaneously Belf-fertilised) was as 100 
to 125. This anomalous result is probably due to some of the 
self-fertilised plants having varied so as to mature their pollen 
and stigmas more nearly at the same time than is proper to 
the species ; and wo havo already seen tliat some plants in the 
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first experiment differed from the others in, being slightly more 
self-fertile. 

The Effect e of a Cron with a freeh Stock .— Twenty flowers on the 
self-fertilised plantsof the last or third generation, in Table XLVL, 
were fertilised with their own pollen, but taken from otter 
flowers on the same plants. These produced fifteen capsules, 
which contained (omitting two with only three and six seeds) 
on an average 47-23 seeds, with a maximum of seventy in one. 
The self-fertilised capsules from the self-fertilised plants of the 
first generation yielded the mnch lower average of 35-95 sesds; 
bnt as these latter plants grew extremely crowded, nothing can 
be inferred with respect to this difference in their self-fertility. 
The seedlings raised from the above seeds constitute tho plants 
of the fourth self-fertilised generation in the following table 
(XLVn.). 

Twelve flowers on the same plants of the third self-fertilised 
generation, in Table XL VI., were crossed with pollen from the 
crossed plants in the same table. These crossed plants had been 
intercrossed for the three previous generations.; and many of 
them, no doubt, were moro or less closely inter-related, but not 
so closely as in some of the experiments with other species; for 
several carnation plants had been raised and crossed in the 
earlier generations. They were not related, or only in a distant 
degree, to the solf-fertilised plants. The parents of both the 
self-fertilised and crossed plants had been subjected to as nearly 
as possible the same conditions during the three previous genera- 
tions. The above twelve flowers produced ten capsules, contain- 
ing on an average 48-66 seeds, with a maximum in one of 
seventy-two seeds. The plants raised from these seeds may be 
called the in terc routed . 

Lastly, twelve flowers on tho samo self-fertilised plants of the 
third generation were crossed with pollen from plants which 
had been raised from seeds purchased in London. It is almost 
certain that the plants which produced these seeds had grown 
under very different conditions to those to which my self- 
fertilised and crossed plants had been subjected ; and they were 
in no degree related. The above twelve flowers thus crossed 
all produced capsules, but these contained the low average of 
37'41 seeds per capsule, with a maximum in one of sixty-four 
seeds. It is surprising that this cross with a fresh stoek did not 
give a much higher average number of seeds ; for, as we shall 
immediately see, the plants raised from these seeds, which may 
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be called the iMtdon-croatd, benefited greatly by the cross, both 
in growth and fertility. 

The above three lots of seeds were allowed to germinate 
bare sand. Many of the London-crossed germinated before 
others, and were rejected ; and many of the intercrossed li 
than those of the other two lota. The seeds after thus germina- 
ting were planted in ten pots, made tripartite by superficial 

Table XLVH. 
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divisions ; but when only two kinds of seeds germinated at the 
same time, they were planted on the opposite sides of other pots ; 
and this is indicated by blank spaces in one of the three columns 
in Table XLVIL An 0 in the table signifies that the seedling 
died before it was measured; and a + signifies that the plant 
did not produce a flower-stem, and therefore was not measured. 
It deserves notice that no less than eight out of the eighteen self- 
fertilised plants eithor died or did not flower; whereas only 
three out of the eighteen intercrossed, and four out of the twenty 
London-crossed plants, were in this predicament Tho self- 
fertilised plants had a decidedly less vigorous appearance 
than the plants of the other two lots, their leaves being 
smaller and narrower. In only one pot did a self-fertilised plant 
flower before one of the two kinds of crossed plants, between 
which there was no marked difference in the period of flowering. 
The plants were measured to the base of tho calyx, after they 
had completed their growth, late in the autumn. 

The average height of the sixteen London-crossed plants in 
the preceding table is 32 '82 inches; that of the fifteen inter- 
crossed plants, 28 inches; and that of the ten self-fertilised 
plants, 26 '55. 

So that in height we have the following ratios 

The London-crossed to the self-fertilised as 100 to 81 
The London-crossed to the intercrossed as 100 to 85 
The Intercrossed to the self-fertilised as 100 to 95 

These three lots of plants, which it should be remembered 
were all derived on the mother-side from plants of tho third 
self-fertilised generation, fertilised in three different ways, were 
left exposed to the visits of insects, and their flowers were freely 
crossed by them. As the capsules of each lot became ripe they 
were gathered and kept separate, the empty or bad ones being 
thrown away. But towards tho middle of October, when the 
capsules could no longer ripen, all wore gathered and were 
counted, whether good or had. The capsules were thon crushed, 
and tho seed cleaned by sieves and weighed. For the sake of 
uniformity tho results are given from calculation, as if there had 
been twenty plants in each lot 

The sixteen London-crossed plants actually produced 286 
capsules; therefore twenty such plants would have produced 
307-5 capsules; and from tho actual weight of the seeds, the 
twenty plants would have yielded 462 grains weight of seeds. 
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The fifteen intercrossed plant* actually produced 157 capsules ; 
therefore twenty of them would have produced 209 3 capsulos, 
and the seeds would have weighed 208 • 18 grains. 

The ten self-fertilised plant* actually produced 70 capsules; 
therefore twenty of them would have produced 140 capsules ; 
and the seeds would have weighed 153 ‘2 grains. 

From these data wo get the following ratios : — 

Humber of capsules produced by an equal number of plants of 
the three lots. 

Number of Capsules. 

The London-crossed to the self-fertilised, as 100 to 39 
The London-croBsed to the intercrossed, as 100 to 45 
The Intercrossed to the self-fertilised as 100 to 67 

Weight of seeds produced by an equal number of plants qf the 
three lots. 

Weight of Seed. 

The London-crossed to the self-fertilised, as 100 to 83 
The London-crossed to the intercrossed, as 100 to 45 
The Intercrossed to the self-fertilised, as 100 to 73 

We thus see how greatly the offspring from the self-fertilised 
plants of the third generation crossed by a fresh stock, had 
their fertility increased, whether tested by the number of cap- 
sules produced or by the weight of the contained seeds ; this 
latter being the more trustworthy method. Even tho offspring 
from tho sclf-fortilised plants crossed by one of the crossed 
plants of the same stock, notwithstanding that both lot* had 
been long subjected to tho samo conditions, had their fortuity 
considerably increased, as tested by the Rarno two methods. 

In conclusion it may be well to repeat in reference to the 
fertility of these three lots of plants, that their flowers wore 
left freely exposod to tho visits of insocts and were undoubtedly 
crossed by them, as may be inferred from tho largo number of good 
capsules produced. Those plants were all tho offspring of tho 
same mother-plants, and tho strongly marked difference in their 
fertility must be attributed to tho nature of the pollen employed 
in fertilising their parents ; and the difference in the nature of tho 
' pollen must be attributed to tho different treatment to which 
the pollen-bearing parents had boon subjected during several 
previous generations. 

Colour of the blowers.— The flowers produced by the self-fertilised 
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plants of the last or fourth generation were as uniform in tint 
as those of a wild species, being of a pale pink or rose colour. 
Analogous cases with Mimulus and Ipomoea, after several 
generations of self-fertilisation, have been already given. The 
flowers of the intercrossed plants of the fourth generation were 
likewise nearly uniform in colour. On the other hand, the flowers 
of tho London-crossed plants, or those raised from a cross with 
the fresh stock which bore dark crimson flowers, varied extremely 
in colour, as might have been expected, and as is the general 
rule with seedling carnations. It deserves notice that only two 
or three of the London-crossed plants produced dark crimson 
flowers like those of their fathers, and only a very few of a pale 
pink like those of their mothers. The great majority had their 
petals longitudinally and variously striped with tho two colours, 
— the groundwork tint being, however, in somo cases darker 
than that of the mother-plants. 

XII. MALVACEiE. — Htbisccs africancs. 

Many flowers on this Hibiscus were crossed with pollen from 
a distinct plant, and many others were self-fertilised. A rather 
larger proportional number of the crossed than of the self- 
fertilised flowers yielded capsules, and the crossed capsules con- 
tained rather more seeds. The self-fertilised seeds were a little 
heavier than an equal number of the crossed seeds, but they 
germinated badly, and I raised only four plants of each lot. In 
three out of the four pots, the crossed plants flowered first 

Tabu XLVnL 
TlibiKut africanus. 
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The four crossed plants average 13 '25, and the four self- 
tilised 14 ’43 inches in height; or as 100 to 109. Here we 1 
the unusual cose of Belf-fertilised plants exceeding the croi 
in height ; but only four pairs were measured, and these did 
grow well or equally. I did not compare the fertility of the 
lots. 
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Gerariacu, Legcminos-r, Oxagracks, etc. 

Pelargonium zonale, a cross between plants propagated by cuttings 
does no good— Tropasolum minus — Limnanthes douglasii— Lupinus 
luteus and pilosus— Pliaseolus multiflorus and vulgaris — Luthyrus 
odoratus, varieties of, never naturally intercross in England— Pisum 
sativum, varieties of, rarely intercross, but a cross between them 
highly beneficial— Snrothamnus scoparius. wonderful effects of a 
cross— Ononis minutissima, cleistogeno flowers of- Summary on 
the Leguminosie — Clarkia elegans — Bartonia aurea — Passiflora 
gracilis — Apium petrueelinum — Scubiosa atropurpnrea — Lactuca 
sativa — Specularia speculum — Lobelia ramosa, advantages of a 
cross during two generations — Lobelia fulgens— Nemophila insignia, 
great advantages of a cross— Borago officinalis — Nolana prostrata. 



XIII. GERANIACEAX— Pblaroonium zonalb. 

This plant, as a general rule, is strongly proterandrous,* and 
is therefore adapted for cross-fertilisation by the aid of insects. 
Some flowers on a common scarlet variety were self-fertilised, 
and other flowers were crossed with pollen from another plant; 
bnt no sooner had I done so, than I remembered that these 
plants had been propagated by cuttings from the same stock, 
and were therefore parts in a strict sense of the same individual. 
Nevertheless, having made the cross I resolved to save the seeds, 
which, after germinating on sand, were planted on the opposite 



* Mr. J. Denny, a great raiser 
of new varieties of pelargoniums, 
after stating that this s|>oeies is 
prolornndrous, adds (‘ The Florist 
and PomologUt,’ Jan. 1872, p. 11) 
“thcro are some varieties, espe- 
cially those with petals uf a pink 



the pollen-bag bursts, and i 



which also the pistil is frequently 
then it expands it is 
as it were by the 
ithers; these varieties 
are great seeders, each pip being 
fertilised by its own |>ellen. I 
would instance Christi 



n weakly example of this fact.” We hi 
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rides of throe pots. In one pot the quasi-crossed plant was very 
soon and ever afterwards taller and finer than the self-fertilised. 
In the two other pots the seedlings on both sides were for a time 
exactly equal ; but when the sclf-fertilisod plants were about 
10 inches in height, they surpassed their antagonists by a little, 
and ever afterwards showed a more decided and increasing 
advantage; so that the self-fertilised plants, taken altogether, 
were somewhat superior to the quasi-crossed plants. In this 
case, as in that of tho Origanum, if individuals which have been 
asexually propagated from the same stock, and which have been 
long subjected to the same conditions, are crossed, no advantage 
whatever is gained. 

Several flowers on another plant of the same variety were 
fertilised with pollen from tho younger flowers on the same plant, 
so as to avoid using the old and long-shed pollen from the same 
flower, as I thought that this latter might bo less cflfcient than 
fresh pollen. Other flowers on the samo plant were crossed with 
fresh pollen from a plant which, although closely similar, was 
known to have arisen as a distinct seedling. The self-fertilised 
seeds germinated rather before the others ; but as soon as I got 
equal pairs they were planted on the opposite sides of four pots. 



Table XLIX. 

Pelargonium zonale. 




height they wore equal, excepting in Pot IV., in which the crossed 
plant was much the tallest. When between 11 and 14 inches 
in height, they were measured to the tips of their uppermost 
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loaves ; the crossed averaged 13 46, and the self-fertilised 1107 
inches in height, or as 100 to 82. Five months later they were 
again measured in the samo manner, and the results are given 
in the preceding table. 

The seven crossed plants now averaged 22 -35, and the seven 
self-fertilised 16 62 inches in height, or as 100 to 74. But from 
the great inequality of the several plants, tho result is loss trust- 
worthy than in most other cases. In Pot II. tho two self- 
fertilised plants always had an advantage, except whilst quite 
young, over the two crossed plants. 

As I wished to ascertain how these plants would behave 
during a second growth, they were cut down close to tho ground 
whilst growing freely. The crossed plants now showed their 
superiority in another way, for only one out of the seven was 
killed by the operation, whilst three of the self-fertilised plants 
never recovered. There was, therefore, no use in keeping any of 
the plants excepting those in Pots I. and III. ; and in the 
following year the crossed plants in these two pots showed during 
their second growth nearly the same relative superiority over 
the self-fertilised plants as before. 

Tbopmolch mincs. 

The flowers are proterandrons, and are manifestly adapted 
for cross-fertilisation by insects, as shown by Sprengel and 
Delpino. Twelve flowers on some plants growing out of doors 
wero crossed with pollen from a distinct plant and produced 
eleven capsules, containing altogether twenty-four good seeds. 
Eighteen flowers were fertilised with their own pollen and 
produced only eleven capsules, containing twenty-two good 
seeds ; so that a much larger proportion of the crossed than of 
the self-fertilised flowers produced capsules, and tho crossed 
capsules contained rather more seed than the self-fertilised in 
the ratio of 100 to 92. The seeds from the self-fertilised capsules 
were however the heavier of the two, in the ratio of 100 to 87. 

Seeds in an oqual state of germination were planted on the 
opposite sides of four pots, but only tho two tallest plants on 
each side of each pot were measured to tho tops of their stems. 
The pots were placed in the greenhouse, and the plants trained 
np sticks, so that they ascended to an unusual height In three 
of tho pots the crossed plants flowered first, but in tho fourth 
at tho samo time with the self-fertilised. When tho seedlings 
were between 6 and 7 inches in height, the crossed began to 
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show a slight advantage over their opponents. When grown to 
a considerable height the eight tallest crossod plants averaged 
44 - 43 , and the eight tallest self-fertilised plants 87’84 inches, 
or as 100 to 8 *. When their growth was completed they were 
again measured, as shown in the following table : — 




Table L. 



The eight tallest crossed plants now averaged 58 -43, nnd the 
eight tallest self-fortilisod plants 46 inches in height, or as 100 

to 79. 

There was also a great difference in the fertility of the two 
lots which were left uncovered in the greenhouse. On the 17th 
of Septcmlier the capsules from all the plants were gathered, 
and tho seeds counted. The crossed plants yielded 243, whilst 
the same number of self-fertilised plants yielded only 155 seeds, 
or as 100 to 64. 



LuiNANTHES DOUOLASII. 

Several flowers wore crossed and self-fertilised in the usual 
manner, but there was no marked difference in the number of 
seeds which they yielded. A vast number of spontaneously self- 
fertilised capsulos were also produced under the net. Seedlings 
wore raisod in five pots from tho above seeds, and whon the 
crossed were about 3 inches in height they Bhowcd a slight 
advantage over the self-fertilised. When double this height, the 
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sixteen crossed and sixteen self-fertilised plants were measured 
to the tips of their leaves; the former averaged 7\3 inches, and 
the self-fertilised 6 07 inches in height, or as 100 to 83. In 
all tile pots, excepting IV., a crossed plant flowered before any 
one of the self-fertilised plants. The plants, when fnlly grown, 
were again measured to the summits of their ripe capsules, with 
the following result : — 



Table LI. 




The sixteen crossed plants now averaged 17-46, and the 
fifteen (for one had died) self-fertilised plants 13-85 inches in 
height, or ns 100 to 79. Mr. Galton considers that a higher ratio 
would be fairer, viz., 100 to 76. He made a graphical representa- 
tion of tho above measurements, and adds the words “ very 
good ” to the curvature thus formed. Both lots of plants pro- 
duced an abundance of seed-capsules, and, as far as could be 
judged by tho eye, there was no difference in their fertility. 
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XIV. LEGUMINOS.®. 

In this family I experimented on the following six 
genera, Lnpinns, Phaseolus, Lathyrus, Pisum, Saro- 
thamnus, and Ononis. 

Lupines lutids.* 

A few flowers were crossed with pollen from a distinct plant, 
but owing to the unfavourable season only two crossed seeds 
were producld. Nine seeds were saved from flowers spon- 
taneously self-fertilised under a net, on the same plant which 
yielded the two crossed seeds. One of these crossed seeds was 
sown in a pot with two self-fertilised seeds on the opposite side; 
the latter came up between two and three days before the crossed 
seed. The second crossed seed was Bown in like manner with 
two self-fertilised seeds on the opposite side ; these latter also came 
up about a day before the crossed one. In both pots, therefore, 
the crossed seedlings from germinating later, were at first com- 
pletely beaten by the self-fertilised ; nevertheless, this state of 
tilings was afterwards completely reversed. The seeds were 
sown late in the autumn, and the pots, which were much too 
small, were kept in the greenhouse. The plants in consequence 
grew badly, and the self-fertilised suffered most in both pots. 
The two crossed plants when in flower during the following spring 
were 9 inches in height ; one of the self-fertilised plants whs 
8, and the three others only 3 inches in height, being thus 
mere dwarfs. The two crossed plants produced thirteen pods, 
whilst the four self-fertilised plants produced only a single 
one. Some other self-fertilised plants which had been raised 
separately in larger pots produced several spontaneously self- 
fertilised poils under n net, and seeds froth these were used in the 
following experiment. 

Crosml and nelf-fertilued Plants of the Second Generation . — The 



' 1872, p. 499) that 



have not been able to timl nectar, 
lint the l»ea, which constantly 
visit these flowers, certainly go to 
this cavity for what they want, 
and not to the shnnin.il tube." 
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spontaneously self-fertilised seeds just mentioned, and crossed 
seeds obtained by intercrossing the two crossed plants of the last 
generation, after germinating on sand, were planted in pairs on 
the opposite sides of three large pots. When the seedlings were 
only 4 inches in height, the crossed had a slight advantage 
over their opponents. Alien grown to their full height, every 
ono of the crossed plants exceeded its opponent in height. 
Nevertheless the self-fertilised plants in all three pots flowered 
before the crossed 1 The measurements are given in the. 
following table 



Table UL 
Lupin us lukus. 




The eight crossed plants here average 80 '78, and the eight 
self-fertilised 25-21 inches in height; or as 100 to 82. These 
plants were left uncovered in the greenhouse to set their pods, 
but they produced very few good ones, perhaps in fart owing to 
few lieea visiting them. The crossed plants produced nine pods, 
containing on an average 3'4 seeds, and the self-fertilised plants 
seven pods, containing on an average 3 seeds, so that the seeds 
from an oqual number of plants were as 100 to 88. 

Two other crossed seedlings, each with two self- fertilised 
seedlings on the opposite sides of the same large pot, were 
turned out of their pots early in the season, without being 
disturbed, into open ground of good quality. They were thus 
subjected to but little competition with one another, in com- 
parison with the plants in the above three pots. In the autumn 
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the two crossed plants were about 8 inches taller than the four 
self-fertilised plants; they looked also more vigorous and pro- 
duced many more pods. 

Two other crossed and self-fertilised seeds of the same lot, 
after germinating on sand, were planted on the opposite sides of 
a largo pot, in which a Calcoolaria had long been growing, 
and were thoreforo exposed to unfavourable conditions: the 
two crossed plants ultimately attained a height of 20) and 
20 inches, whilst the two self-fertilised were only 18 and 91 
inches high. 

Lupines piLosus. 

From a series of accidents I was again unfortunate in obtaining 
a sufficient number of crossed seedlings ; and the following 
results would not be worth giving, did they not strictly accord 
with those just given with respect to L. luteue. I raised at first 
only a single crossed seedling, which was placed in competition 
with two self-fertilised ones on tho opposite side of tho same 
pot These plants, without being disturbed, were soon after- 
wards turned into the open ground. By the autumn the creased 
plant had grown to so largo a size that it almost smothered 
the two self-fertilised plants, which were mere dwarfs; ami 
the latter died without maturing a single pod. Several self- 
fertilised seeds had been planted at the same time separately 
in the open ground ; and the two tallest of these were 33 and 
82 inches, whereas tho one crossed plant was 38 inches in height 
This latter plant also produced many more pods than did any 
one of the self-fertilised plants, although growing separately. A 
few flowers on the ono crossed plant were crossed with pollen 
from one of the self-fertilised plants, for I had no other crossed 
plant from which to obtain pollen. One of tho solf-fertilised 
plants having I .eon covered by a net producod plenty of spon- 
taneously self-fertilised pods. 

Crosted ami eclf-fertilio d Plantt of the Second Generation , — From 
crossed and solf-fertilised seeds obtained in the manner just 
described, I succeeded in raising to maturity only a pair of 
plants, which were kept in a pot in the greenhouse. The crossed 
plant grew to a height of 33 inches, and the self-fortilised to 
that of 26) inches. Tho former produced, whilst still kopt in 
tho greenhouse, eight pods, containing on an average 2 77 seeds; 
and tho latter only two pods, containing on an average 2 5 
seeds. The average height of the two crossed plants of the two 
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fine pods. When the net was taken off, the flowers were imme- 
diately visited by bees, and it was interesting to observe how 
quickly the plants became covered with young pods. As the 
flowers are much frequented by Thrips, the self-fertilisation of 
most of the flowers under the net may have been due to the action 
of these minute insects. Dr. Ogle likowise .covered np a large 
portion of a plant, and “out of a vast number of blossoms thus 
protected not a single one produced a pod, while the unprotected 
blossoms were for the most part fruitful.” Mr. Belt gives a 
more enrious cose ; this plant grows well and flowers in Nicaragua ; 
but as none of the native bees visit the flowers, not a single pod 
is ever produced.* 

From the facts now given we may feel nearly sure that 
individuals of the same variety or of diflorent varieties, if growing 
near each other and in flower at the same time, would inter- 
cross; but I cannot myself advance any direct evidence of such 
an occurrence, as only a single variety is commonly cultivated in 
England. I have, however, received an account from the Rev. 
W. A. Leighton, that plants raised by him from ordinary seed 
produced seeds differing in an extraordinary manner in colour 
and shape, leading to the belief that their parents must have 
been crossed. In France M. Fermond more than once planted 
close together varieties which ordinarily come true and which 
bear differently coloured flowers and skids; and the offspring 
thus raised varied so greatly that there could hardly be a doubt 
that they had intercrossed.! On the other hand. Professor H. 
Hoffmann t does not believe in the natural crossing of the 
varieties ; for although seedlings raised from two varieties growing 
close together produced plants which yielded seeds of a mixed 
character, he found that this likewise occurred with plants sepa- 
rated by a space of from 40 to 150 paces from any other variety ; 
he therefore attributes the mixed character of tho seed to sponta- 



view,' 1870, p. .... ., 

‘The Naturalist in Nicaragua.’ 
1874, p. 70. Tho latter author 
gives a case Nature.’ 1875, 
p. 20) of a lute crop of P. mulli- 

rendered barren" by the humble- 
bees cutting, as they frequently 
do. holes at the buses of the Hewers 
itiaUud of entering them in the 



f 1 *' Kcooudation chcx los Vege- 
tal! x, 185!), pp. 84-40. He adds 
that M. Villiers has described a 
spontaneous hybrid, which he 
culls P. eoccinau hjbridiu, in the 
‘ Annales de la Soe. K. de Horti- 
culture,’ June 1844. 

1 * Bcstiminung des Werthes 
von S|jceies und Varictat,’ I8K8, 
pp. 47-72. 
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neons variability. But the above distance would be very far from 
sufficient to prevent intercrossing : cabbages have been known to 
croBsat several times this distance and the careful Gartner* 
gives many instances of plants growing at from 600 to 800 jards 
apart fertilising one another. Professor Hoffmann even maintains 
that the flowers of the kidney-bean are specially adapted for 
self-fertilisation. Ho enclosed several flowers in bags ; and as 
the buds often dropped off, he attributes the partial sterility of 
these flowers to the injurious effects of the bags, and not to the 
exclusion of insects. But the only safe method of experimenting 
is to covor up a whole plant, which thon never suffers. 

Self-fertilised seeds were obtained by moving up and down in 
the same manner as bees do the wing-petals of flowers protected 
by a net ; and crossed seeds were obtained by crossing two of the 
plants under the same net The seeds after germinating on sand 
were planted on the opposite sides of two large pots, and equal- 
sized sticks were given thorn to twine up. When 8 inches 
in height, the plants on the two sides wore equal. The crossed 
plants flowered before the self-fertilised in both pots. As soon 
as one of each pair had grown to the summit of its stick both 
were measured. 

Table LIII. 

Phaseolut multiflorut. 




The avorage height of the five crossed plants is 86 inches, and 
that of the five self-fertilised plants 82-35 ; or as 100 to 96. The 
pots were kept in the greenhouse, and there was little or no 
difference in the fertility of the two lots. Therefore as far as 
these fow observations sorve, the advantage gained by a cross is 

very small. 

* -Kenutniss der Befruchtung,’ 1841, pp. 573, 577. 
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PHABEOLUS VULGAM8. 

With respect to this species, I merely ascertained that tlio 
flowers were highly fertile when insects were excluded, as indeed 
must bo the case, for the plants are often forced during the 
winter when no insects are present. Some plants of two varieties 
(viz., Canterbury and Fulmer's Forcing Bean) were covered with 
a net, and they seemed to produce as many pods, containing as 
many beans, as some uncovered plants growing alongside ; but 
neither the pods nor the beans were actually counted. This 
difference in self-fertility between P. vulgaris and multijtoni s is 
remarkable, as these two species are so cloBoly related that 
Linmeus thought that they formed one. When the varieties of P . 
vulgaris grow near one another in the open ground, they some- 
times cross largely, notwithstanding their capacity for self- 
fertilisation. Mr. Coo has given me a remarkable instance of 
this fact with respect to the negro aud a white-seeded and 
s brown-seeded variety, which wore all grown together. The 
diversity of character in the seedlings of the second generation 
raised by me from his plants was wonderful. I could add other 
analogous coses, and the fact is well known to gardenera.* 



LaTHTECS OnOBATUS. 

Almost everyone who has studied the structure of papi- 
lionaceous flowers has been convinced that they are specially 
adapted for cross-fertilisation, although many of tho species are 
likewiso capable of self-fertilisation. Tho case therefore of 
lathyrus odoratus or the swect-i>ea is curious, for in this 
country it seems invariably to fertilise itself I conclude that 
this is so, as five varieties, differing greatly in the colour of their 
flowers but in no other respect, are commonly sold and come 
true ; yet on inquiry from two great raisers of seed for sale, I 
find that they take no precautions to insure purity— the five 
varieties being habitually grown close together.! X have myself 
purposely made similar triuls with tho same result. Although 
the varieties always come true, yet, as we shall presently see, ono 



• I have given Mr. Coe’s case 
in tho ‘ Gardeners' Chronicle,’ 
1858, p. 829. Bee ulso for another 
case, ibid, p 885. 
t See Mr. W. Earley in ‘Na- 



ture,’ 1872, p. 242, to tho same 
effect. Ho once, however, auw 
bees visiting the flowers, and sup- 
posed thut on tins occasion they 
would have been intercrossed. 
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of the five well-known varieties occasionally gives birth to another, 
which exhibits all its usual characters. Owing to this cnrious 
tact, and to the darker-coloured varieties being the most pro- 
ductive, these increase, to the exclusion of the others, as I was 
informed by the late Mr. Masters, if there be no selection. 

In order to ascertain what would be the effoct of crossing two 
varieties, some flowers on the Purple swcot-pca, which has a 
dark reddish-purple standard-petal with violet-coloured wing- 
petals and keel, were castrated whilst very young, and were 
fertilised with pollen of the Painted Lady. This latter variety 
has a pale chorry-coloured standard, with almost white wings 
and keel. On two occasions I raised from a flower thus crossed 
plants perfectly resembling both parent-forms ; but the greater 
numher resembled the paternal variety. So perfect was the 
resemblance, that I shonld have suspected some mistake in the 
label, had not the plants, which were at first identical in appear- 
ance with the father or Painted Lady, later in tho season produced 
flowers blotched and streaked with dark pnrple. This is an in- 
teresting cxamplo of partial reversion in tho same individual 
plant as it grows older. The pnrple-flowered plants were thrown 
away, as they might possibly liave boen the product of the 
accidental self-fertilisation of the mother-plant, owing to the 
castration not having been effectual. But the plants which 
resembled in the colour of their flowers the paternal variety or 
Painted Lady were preserved, and their seeds saved. Next 
summer many plants wore raised from these seeds, and they 
generally rcsemblod their grandfather the Painted Lady, but 
most of them had their wing-petals streaked and stained with 
dark pink ; and a fow had polo purple wings with tho standard 
of a darker crimson than is natural to the Painted Lady, so 
that tlioy formed a new sub-variety. Amongst these plants 
a single one appeared having purplo flowers like those of tho 
grandmother, but with the petals slightly streaked with a paler 
tint : this was thrown away. Seeds were again saved from the 
foregoing plants, and the seedlings thus raised still resembled 
tho Painted Lady, or great-grandfather; but they now varied 
much, the standard petal varying from palo to dark red, in a 
few instances with blotches of white; and the wing-petals varied 
from nearly white to purple, the keel being in all nearly white. 

As no variability of this kind can be detected in plants raised 
from seeds, the parents of which have grown during many suc- 
cessive generations in close proximity, we may infer that they 
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cannot have intercrossed. What does occasional); occur is that 
in a row of plants raised from seeds of one variety, another 
variety true of its kind appears ; for instance, in a long row of 
Scarlets (the seeds of which hod been carefully gathered from 
Scarlets for the sake of this experiment) two Purples and one 
Painted Lady appeared. Seeds from these three aberrant plants 
were saved and sown in separate beds. The seedlings from both 
the Purplos were chiefly Purples, but with some Painted Ladies 
and somo Scarlets. The seedlings from the aberrant Painted 
Lady were chiefly Painted Ladies with some Scarlets. Each 
variety, whatever its parentage may have been, retained all its 
characters perfect, and there was no streaking or blotching of 
the colours, as in the foregoing plants of crossed origin. Another 
variety, however, is often sold, which is striped and blotched 
with dark purple ; and this is probably of crossed origin, for I 
found, as well as Mr. Masters, that it did not transmit its 
characters at all truly. 

From the evidence now given, we may conclude that the 
varieties of the sweet-pea rarely or never intercross in this 
country; and this is a highly remarkable fact, considering, firstly, 
the general structure of the flowers; secondly, the largo quantity 
of pollen produced, far more than is requisite for self-fertilisation ; 
and thirdly, the occasional visits of insects. That insects should 
sometimes fail to cross-fertilise the flowers is intelligible, for I 
have thrice seen humble-bees of two kinds, os well as hive-bees, 
sucking the nectar, and they did not depress the keel-petals so 
os to expose the anthers and stigma ; they were therefore quite 
inefficient for fertilising the flowers. One of these bees, namely, 
Bombua lapidariut, stood on one side at the base of the standard 
and inserted its proboscis beneath the single separate stamen, as 
I afterwards ascertained by opening the flower and finding this 
stamen prised up. Bees are forced to act in this manner from 
the slit in the stamina! tube being closely covered by the broad 
membranous margin of the single stamen, and from the tube 
not being perforated by nectar-passages. On the other hand, 
in the three British species of Lathyrus which I have examined, 
and in the allied genus Vicia, two nectar-passages are present 
Therefore British bees might well be puzzled how to act in 
the case of the sweet-pea. I may add that the stamina! tube 
of another exotic species, Lathynu grandijiorus, is not per- 
forated by nectar-passagos, and this species has rarely set any 
pods in my garden, unless the wing-petals were moved up and 
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down, in the same manner as bees ought to do; and then pods 
were generally formed, but from some cause often dropped off 
afterwards. One of my sons caught an elephant sphinx-moth 
whilst visiting the flowers of the sweet-pea, but this insect would 
not depress the wing-petals and keel. On the other hand, I have 
seen on one occasion hive-bees, and two or three occasions the 
Mtgachile willughbiella in the act of depressing the keel; and 
these bees had the under sides of their bodies thickly covered 
with pollen, and could not thus fail to carry pollen from one 
flower to the stigma of another. Why then do not the varieties 
occasionally intercross, though this would not often happen, as 
insects so rarely act in an efficient manner ? The fact cannot, os 
it appears, be explained by the flowers being self-fertilised at a 
very early age; for although nectar is sometimes secreted and 
pollen adheres to the viscid stigma before the flowers are fully 
expanded, yet in five young flowers which were examined 
by me the pollen-tubes were not exserted. Whatever the cause 
may be, we may conclude, that in England the varieties never or 
very rarely intercross. But it does not follow from this, that 
they would not be crossed by the aid of other and larger insects 
in their native country, which in botanical works is said to be 
the south of Europe and the East Indies. Accordingly I wrote 
to Professor Delpino, in Florence, and he informs me “ that it is 
the fixed opinion of gardeners there that the varieties do inter- 
cross, and that they cannot be preserved pure unless they are 
sown separately." 

It follows also from the foregoing facts that the several varieties 
of the sweet-pea must have propagated themselves in England 
by self-fertilisation for very many generations, since the time 
when each new variety first appeared. From the analogy of the 
plants of Mimulus and Ipomoea, which had been self-fertilised 
for several generations, and from trials previously made with 
the common pea, which is in nearly the same state as the sweet- 
pea, it appeared to me very improbable that a cross between the 
individuals of the same variety would benefit the offspring. A 
cross of this kind was therefore not tried, which I now regret. 
But some flowers of the Painted Lady, castrated at an early 
age, were fertilised with pollen from the Purple swoet-pea ; and 
it should be remembered that these varieties differ in nothing 
except in the colour of their flowers. The cross was manifestly 
effectual (though only two seeds were obtainod), as was shown 
by the two seedlings, when they flowered, closely resembling 
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their father, the Purple pea, excepting that they were a little 
lighter coloured, with their keels slightly streaked with pale 
purple. Seeds from flowers spontaneously self-fertilised under a 
net were at the same time saved from the same mother-plant, the 
Painted Lady. These seeds unfortunately did not germinate on 
sand at the same time with the crossed seeds, so that they could 
not be planted simultaneously. One of tho two croased seeds in 
a state of germination was planted in a pot (No. I.) in which a 
self-fertilised seed in the same state had been planted four days 
before, so that this latter seedling had a great advantage over 
the crossed one. In Pot II. the other crossed seed was planted 
two days before a Belf-fertilised one ; so that here the crossed 
setdling had a considerable advantage over the self-fertilised one. 
But this crossed seedling had its summit gnawed off by a slug, 
and was in consequence for a time quite beaten by the self- 
fertilised plant. Nevertheless I allowed it to remain, and so 
great was its constitutional vigour that it ultimately boat its un- 
injured self-fertilised rival. When all four plants were almost 
fully grown they were measured, as here shown : — 

Table LIV. 

I.athyrut t odomtut. 




The two crossed plants here average 79-25, and the two self- 
fertilised 63-75 inches in height, or as 100 to 80. Six flowors on 
these two crossed plants were reciprocally crossed with pollen 
from the other plant, and the six pods thus produced contained 
on an average six peas, with a maximum in one of seven. Eigh- 
teen spontaneously self-fertilised pods from the Painted Lady, 
which, as already stated, had no doubt been self-fertilised for 
many previous generations, contained on an average only 3 -93 
peas, with a maximum in ono of five peas ; so that the number 
of peas in the crossed and self-fertilised pods was as 100 to 65. 
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The self-fertilised peas were, however, quite as heavy as those 
from the crossed pods. From these two lots of seeds, the plants 
of the next generation were raised. 

Plant < of the Second Generation . — Many of the self-fertilised 
peas just referred to germinated on sand bofore any of the 
crossed ones, and were rejected. As soon as I got equal pairs, 
they were planted on the opposite sides of two large pots, which 
were kept in the greenhouse The seedlings thus raised were the 
grandchildren of the Painted Lady, which was first crossed by 
the Purple variety. When the two lots were from 4 to 6 inches 
in height there was no difference between them. Nor was there 
any marked difference in the period of their flowering. When 
fully grown they were measured, as follows : — 



Table LY. 

I.uthyriu odoratus ( Second Generation). 




lots of plants, for the sake of ascertaining whether the seedlings 
thus raised would inherit any difference in growth or vigour. 
It must therefore be understood that both lots in the following 
trial are plants of self-fertilised parentage ; but that in the one 
lot the plants were the children of plants which had been crossed 
during two previous generations, having been before that self- 
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fertilised for many (fenerations ; and that in the other lot they 
were the children of plants which had not been crossed for very 
many previous generations. The seeds germinated on sand and 
were planted in pairs on the opposite sides of four pots. They 
were measured, when fully grown, with the following result:— 

Table LVL 
Lathyrut odorattu. 




The average height of the soven self-fertilised plants, the off- 
spring of crossed plants, is 71-57, and that of the seven self-fer- 
tilisod plants, the offspring of self-fertilised plants, is 64 57 ; or 
as 100 to 90. The self-fertilised plants from the self-fertilised 
produced rather more pods— viz., thirty-six— than the self-fer- 
tilised plants from the crossed, for these produced only thirty-one 
pods. 

A few seeds of the same two lots were sown in the opposite 
corners of a large box in which a Brugmansia had long been 
growing, and in which the soil was so exhausted that seeds of 
Iprnaa purpurea would hardly vegetate; yet the two plants of 
the sweet-pea which wero raised flourished well. For a long 
time the self-fertilised plant from the self-fertilised beat the self- 
fertilised plant from the crossed plant ; the former flowered first, 
and was at one time 771 inches, whilst the latter wns only 681 in 
height; hut ultimately the plant from the previous cross showed 
its superiority and attained a height of 1081 inches, whilst the 
other was only 95 inches. X also sowed somo of the same two 
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lots of seeds in poor soil in a sliady place in a shrubbery. Here 
again the self-fertilised plants from the sdf-fortilised for a long 
time exceeded considerably in height those from the previously 
crossed plants ; and this may probably be attributed, in the 
present as in the last case, to these seeds having germinated 
rather soonor than those from the crossed plants ; but at the 
close of the season the tallest of the self-fertilised plants from 
the crossed plants was 30 inches, whilst the tallest of the self- 
fertilised from the self-fertilised was 29* inches in height. 

From tho various facts now given we see that plants derived 
from a cross between two varieties of the sweet-pea, which differ 
in no respect except in tho colour of their flowers, exceed 
considerably in height the offspring from self-fertilised plants, 
both in the first and second generations. The crossed plants 
also transmit their superiority in height and vigour to their 
self-fertilised offspring. 



PlBUM SATIVCM. 

The common pea is perfectly fertile when its flowers are pro- 
tected from tho visits of insects ; I ascertained this with two or 
three different varieties, as did Dr. Ogle with another. But the 
flowers are likewise adapted for cross-fertilisation; Mr. Farrer 
specifies * the following points, namely : “ The open blossom dis- 
playing itself in the most attractive and convenient position for 
insects; the conspicuous vexillum; the wings forming an alight- 
ing place; the attachment of the wings to the keel, by which 
any body pressing on tho former must press down the latter ; 
tho staminal tube enclosing noctar, and affording by moans of its 
partially freo stnmen with apertures on each sido of its base an 
open passage to an insect scoking the nectar ; the moist and 
sticky pollen placed just where it will be swept out of the apex 
of the keel against the entering insect ; the stiff olastic style so 
placed that on a pressure being applied to the keel it will be 
pushed upwards out of the keel ; the hairs on tho style placed 
on that sido of the style only on which there is space for the 
pollen, and in such a direction as to swoep it out ; and the 
stigma so placed as to moot an entering insect,— all these 
bocome correlated parts of one elaborate mechanism, if we 



description of the flowers, ‘Be- 
fruchtung,’ Ac. p. 247. 
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suppose that the fertilisation of these flowers is effected by the 
carriage of pollen from one to the other.” Notwithstanding these 
manifest provisions for cross-fertilisation, varieties which liave 
been cultivated for very many successive generations in close 
1 proximity, although flowering at the same time, remain pnro. I 
have elsewhere * given evidence on this head, and if required 
could give more. There can hardly bo a doubt that some of 
[ Knight’s varieties, which were originally produced by an artificial 
cross and were very vigorous, lasted for at least sixty years, and 
during all these years were self-fertilised; for had it been other- 
i wise, they would not have kept true, as the several varieties 
are generally grown near together. Most of the varieties, how- 
ever, endure for a shorter period ; aud this may be in part due 
| to their weakness of constitution from long-continued sclf- 
I fertilisation. 

It is remarkable, considering that tlio flowers secrete much 
nectar and afford much pollen, how seldom tlioy are visited by- 
insects either in England or, as H. Muller remarks, in North 
Germany. I have observed the flowers for the last thirty years, 
and in all this time have only thrice seen bees of the proper kind at 
work (one of them being Bumhus mnicorum ), such ns were suf- 
ficiently powerful to depress the keel, so as to get the undersides of 
their bodies dusted with pollen. These bees visited several flowers, 
and could hardly have failed to cross-fertilise them. Hive-liees 
and other small kinds sometimes collect pollen from old and 
already fertilised flowers, but this is of no account. The rarity 
of the visits of efficient bees to this exotic plant is, I believe, the 
chief cause of the varieties so seldom intercrossing. That n 
cross does occasionally take place, as might tie expected from what 
has just been stated, is certain, from the recorded cases of the direct 
action of tho pollen of one variety on the seed-coats of . another.! 
The late Mr. Masters, who particularly attended to the raising of 
new varieties of peas, was convinced tliat some of them had 
j originated from accidental crosses. But as such crosses are 
rare, the old varieties would not often lie thus deteriorated, more 
especially ns plants departing from the proper tyjio are generally 
rejected by those who collect seed for sale. There is another 
cause which probably tends to render cross-fertilisation rare. 



•‘Variation of Animals and t ‘Var. under Domestication,’ 
Plants under Domestication, ' chap. xi. 2nd edit. voL i. p. 428. 

chap. ix. 2nd edit. vol. i. p 348. 

M 
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namely, the early ago at which the pollen-tubes are exserted; 
eight flowers not fully expanded wore examined, and in seven ot 
these the pollen-tubes were in this state; but they had not as 
yet penetrated the stigma. Although so few insects visit the 
flowers of the pea in this country or in North Germany, and 
although the anthers seem here to oi>en abnormally soon, it does 
not follow that the species in its native country would be thus 
circumstanced. 

Owing to the varieties having been self-fertilised for many 
generations, and to their having been subjected in each genera- 
tion to nearly the same conditions (as will l>e explained in a 
future chapter), I did not expect that a cross between two such 
plants would benefit the offspring ; and so it proved on trial In 
18G7 I covered up several plants of the Early Emperor pea, which 
was not then a very new variety, so that it must already have 
been propagated by self-fertilisation for at least a dozen genera- 
tions. Some flowers were crossed with pollen from a distinct 
plant growing in the same row, and others were allowed to 
fertilise themselves under a net. The two lots of secils thus 
obtained were sown on opposite sides of two large pots, but only 
four pairs came up at the same time. The pots were kept in the 
poeuhouse. The seedlings of both lots when between 6 and 7 
inches in height were equal. When nearly full-grown they 
were measured, os in the following table 

Tablk EVIL 

Pisum sativum. 




The average height of the four crossed plants is hero 34 '62, 
and that of the four self-fertilised plants 89'68, or as 100 to 115. 
So that the crossed plants, far from beating the self-fertilised, 
were completely beaten by them. 
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There ran be no doubt that the result would have been 
widely different, if any two varieties out of the numberless ones 
which exist had been crossed. Notwithstanding that both had 
been self-fertilised for many previous generations, each would 
almost certainly have possessed its own pecnlior constitution ; 
and this degree of differentiation would have been sufficient to 
make a cross highly beneficial. I have spoken thus confidently 
of the benefit which would have been derived from crossing any 
two varieties of the pea from the following facts: Andrew 
Knight in speaking of the results of crossing reciprocally very- 
tall and short varieties, says,* ‘‘I had in this experiment a 
striking instance of the stimulative effects of crossing tho breeds; 
for the smallest variety, whoso height rarely exceeded 2 feet, 
was increased to 6 feet; whilst the height of the large and 
luxuriant kind was very little diminished.” Recently Mr. Laxton 
has mode numerous crosses, and everyono has been astonished at 
the vigour and luxuriance of the new varieties which he has tliUB 
raised and afterwards fixed by selection. He gave me seed-peas 
produced from crosses between fonr distinct kinds; and the 
plants thus raised were extraordinarily vigorous, being in each 
case from 1 to 2 or even it feet taller than tho parent-forms, 
which were raised at the same time close alongside. But ns 
I did not measure their actual height I cannot give the exact 
ratio, but it must have been at least as 100 to 75. A similar 
trial was subsequently made with two other peas from a different 
cross, and the result was nearly tho same. For instance, a crossed 
seedling between tho Maple and Purple-podded pea was planted 
in poor soil and grew to tho extraordinary height of 116 inches; 
whereas tho tallest plant of either parent variety, namely, a 
Purple-podded i«a, was only 70 inches in height; or as 100 to 60. 

SaEOTBAHKCS 8C0FARIC8. 

Bees incessantly visit the flowers of the common Broom, and 
these are adapted by a curious mochanism for cross-fertilisation. 
When a bee alights on the wing-petals of a young flower, the 
keel is slightly opened and the short stamens spring out, which 
rub their pollen against tho abdomen of the bee. If a rather 
older flower is visited for tho first time (or if the bee exerts great 
force on a younger flower), the keel opens along its whole 
length, and the longer os well os the shorter stamens, together 

• * Philosophical Transactions,’ 1799, p. 200. 

M 2 
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with the much elongated curved pistil, spring forth with violence. 
The flattened, spoon-liko extremity of the pistil rests for a time 
<m the back of the bee, and leaves on it the load of pollen with 
which it is charged. As soon as the bee flies away, the pistil 
instantly curls round, so that the stigmatic surface is now up- 
turned and occupies a position, in which it would l>u rubbed 
against the abdomen of another bee visiting the same flower. 
Thus, when the pistil first escapes from the keel, the stigma 
is rubbed against the back of tlio bee, dusted with pollen 
from the longer stamens, either of the same or another flower; 
and afterwards ngninst tlio lower surface of the bee dusted 
with i>ollen from the shorter stamens, which is often shed a 
day or two before that from the longer stamens. • By this 
mechanism cross-fertilisation is rendered almost inevitable, and 
wc shall immediately see that pollen from a distinct plant is 
more effective than that from the same flower. I need only add 
that, according to H. Muller, tho flowers do not sccreto nectar, 
nnd he thinks that bees insert their proboscides only in the hope 
of finding nectar; but they act in tills manner so frequently and 
for so long a time that I cannot avoid the belief Hint they 
obtain something palatable within tho flowers. 

If the visits of bees are prevented, nnd if the flowers are 
not dashod by the wind against any object, the keel never 
°P®ns, so that the stamens and pistil remain enclosed. Plants 
thus protected yield very few pods in comparison with those 
produced by neighbouring uncovered bushes, and sometime* 
none at all. I fertilised a few flowers on a plant growing 
almost in a state of nature with pollen from another plant 
close alongside, and the four crossed capsules contained on 
an average 9-2 seeds. This large number no doubt was due 
to the bush being covered up, and thus not exhausted by 
producing many pods ; for fifty pods gathered from an adjoining 
plant, the flowers of which had lieen fertilised by the bees, 
contained an average of only 714 seeds. Ninety-three |«xls 
spontaneously self-fertilised on a large bush which had been 
revered up, but had been much agitated by the wind, contained 
an average of 2’93 seeds. Ten of tho finest of these ninety- 



* These observations hnve boon 
quoted in an abbreviated form by 
tho Rev. O. Heiislow. in the 
‘Journal of Linn. Soc. Hot.' voL 



ix. 18C0, n. 838. H. Muller has 
since published a full and excel- 
lent account of the flower in bis 
•iiefruchtung. Ac. p. 240. 
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three capsules yielded an average of 4 '30 seeds, that is less than 
half the average number in the fonr artificially crossed capsules. 
The ratio of 7 '14 to 2 03, or as 100 to 41, is probably the 
fairest for the number of seeds per pod, yielded by naturally- 
crossed and spontaneously self-fertilised flowers. The crossed 
seeds compared w ith an cpml minds r of the spontaneously sell- 

fertilised seeds were heavier, in the ratio of 100 to 88. We thus 
see that besides the mechanical adaptations for crosB-fertilisalion, 
the flowers are much more productive with pollen from a 
distinct plant than with their own pollen. 

Eight pairs of the atove crossed and self-fertilised seeds, after 
they had gorminated on sand, wero planted (1867) on tho 
opposite sides of two large pots. When several of the seedlings 
were an inch and a half in height, there was no marked difference 
between the two lots. But even at this early age the leaves of 
the selfefertilised seedlings were smaller and of not so bright a 
green as those of the crossed seedlings. The pots were kept in 
the greenhouse, and as the plants in the following spring (1868) 
looked unhealthy and had grown but little, they were plunged, 
still in their pots, into tho open ground. The plants all suffered 
much from the sudden change, especially the self-fertilised, and 
two of tho latter died. The remainder were measured, and I 
give tho measurements in the following table, because 1 have 
not seen in any other species so great a difference between the 
crossed and self-fertilised seedlings at bo early on age. 




Table LVin. 



Sarothammu 



The six crossed plants here average 2*91, and the six self- 
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fertilised 133 inches in height; so that the former were more 
than twice as high as the latter, or as 100 to 40. 

In the spring of the succeeding year (1869) the three crossed 
plants in Pot L had all grown to nearly a foot in height, and they 
had smothered the three little self-fertilised plants so completely 
that two were dead; and the third, only an inch and a half 
in height, was dying. It should be remembered that these 
plants had been bedded out in their pots, so that they were 
subjected to very sovere competition. This pot was now thrown 
away. 

The six plants in Pot II. were all alive. One of the self- 
fertilised was an inch and a quarter taller than any one of the 
crossed plants; but the other two self-fertilised plants wore in a 
very poor condition. I therefore resolved to leave these plants to 
struggle together for some years. By tho autumn of the same 
year (1869) the self-fertilised plant which had lieen victorious 
was now beaten. The measurements are shown in the following 
table : — 



Table LIX. 

Pot II . — Sarothamnui KOjtarius. 
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The three crossed plants now averaged 18' 91, and the three 
self-fertilised 11-88 inches in height; or as 100 to 68. The three 
crossed plants in Pot I., as already shown, bad beaten the three 
self-fertilised plants so completely, that any comparison between 
thorn was superfluous. 

The winter of 1870-1871 was severe. In the spring the three 
crossed plants in Pot II. had not even the tips of their shoots in 
the least injured, whereas all three self-fertilised plants were 
killed half-way down to the ground ; and this shows how much 
more tender they were. In consequence not one of these latter 
plants I Kiro a singlo flower during the ensuing summer of 1871, 
whilst all three crossed plants flowered. 

Ononis minutissima. 

This plant, of which seeds were sent me from North Italy, pro- 
duces, besidos the ordinary papilionaceous flowers, minntc, imper- 
fect, closed or cleistogamic flowers, which can never be cross-ferti- 
lised, bnt are highly self-fertile. Some of the perfect flowers were 
crossed with pollen from a distinct plant, and Bix capsules thus 
produced yielded on an average 3 -66 seeds, with a maximum 
of five in one. Twelve perfect flowers were marked and allowed 
to fertilise themselves spontaneously under a net, and they 
yielded eight capsules, containing on an average 2 -38 seeds, with 
a maximum of three seeds in one. Ho that the crossed and self- 
fertilised capsules from the perfect flowers yielded seeds in the 
proportion of 100 to 65. Fifty-threo capsules produced by the 
cleistogamic flowers contained on an average 4-1 seeds, so that 
these wore the most productive of all ; and the seeds them- 
selves lookod finer even than those from the crossed perfect 

The seeds from the crossed perfect flowers and from the self- 
fertilised cleistogamic flowers were allowed to germinate on sand ; 
bnt unfortunately only two pairs germinated at the same time. 
These were planted on the opposite sides of the same pot, which 
was kept in the greenhouse. In the summer of the same year, 
when tho seedlings were about 4J inches in height, the two lots 
were equal. In the autumn of the following year (1868) the two 
crossed plants were of exactly the same height, viz., 11* inches, 
and the two self- fertilised plants 12 J and 7} inches; so that one 
of the self-fertilised exceeded considerably in height all the others. 
By tho autumn of 1869 the two crossed plants had acquired the 
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supremacy ; tlieir licight being 16; and 15;, whilst that of the 
two self-fertilised plants was 14J and 11; inches. 

By the autumn of 1870, the heights were as follows:— 



Table LXI. 

Onoit is minutitsima. 




So that the mean height of the two crossed plants was 19-81, 
and that of the two self-fertilised 17 ‘37 inches ; or as 100 to 88. 
It should be remembered that the two lots were at first equal in 
height; that one of the self-fertilised plants then had the advan- 
tage, the two crossed plants being at last victorious. 

Summary an the Leguminosx. — Six genera in this 
family were experimented on, and the results are in 
some respects remarkable. The crossed plants of the 
two species of Lupinus were conspicuously superior to 
the self-fertilised plants in height and fertility ; and 
when grown under very unfavourable conditions, in 
vigour. The scarlet-runner ( Phaseolus mvltiflarus) is 
partially sterile if the visits of bees are prevented, and 
there is reason to believe that varieties growing near 
one another intercross. The five crossed plants, how- 
ever, exceeded in height the five self-fertilised only 
by a little. Phaseolus vulgaris is perfectly self-fertile ; 
nevertheless, varieties growing in the same garden 
sometimes intercross largely. The varieties of Lalhyrus 
odoratus, on the other hand, appear never to intercross 
in this country ; and though the flowers are not often 
visited by efficient insects, I cannot account for this 
fact, more especially as the varieties are believed to 
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intercross in North Italy. Plants raised from a cross 
between two varieties, differing only in the colour of 
their flowers, grew much taller and were under un- 
favourable conditions more vigorous than the self-ferti- 
lised plants ; they also transmitted, when self-fertilised, 
their superiority to their offspring. The many varieties 
of the common Pea (Pisum sativum), though growing in 
close proximity, very seldom intercross ; and this seems 
due to the rarity in this country of the visits of bees 
sufficiently powerful to effect cross-fertilisation. A 
cross between the self-fertilised individuals of the same 
variety does no good whatever to the offspring ; w hilst 
a cross between distinct varieties, though closely allied, 
does great good, of which we have excellent evidence. 
The flowers of the Broom (Sarothamnus) are almost 
sterile if they are not disturbed and if insects are ex- 
cluded. The pollen from a distinct plant is more 
effective than that from the same flower in producing 
seeds. The crossed seedlings have an enormous advan- 
tage over the self-fertilised when grown together in 
close competition. Lastly, only four plants of the 
Ononis minutissima were raised ; but as these were 
observed during their whole growth, the advantage of 
the crossed over the self-fertilised plants may, I think, 
be fully trusted. 

XV. ONAGRACE.-E. — Clabkia elegans. 

Owing to the season being very unfavourable (1867), few of 
the flowers which I fertilised formed capsules; twelve crossed 
flowers produced only four, and eighteen self-fertilised flowers 
yielded only oue capsule. The seeds after germinating on sand 
were planted in three pots, bnt all the self-fertilised plants died 
in one of them. When the two lots were between 4 and 5 
inches in height, the crossed began to show a slight superiority 
over the self-fertilised. When in fall flower they were measured, 
with the following result; — 
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Table LXIL 
Clurkiu elegant*. 





25 




24 

23 



33* 



30J 



The average height of the four crossed plants is 33 '5, and 
that of the four self-fertilised plants 27 -62 inches, or as 100 to 
82. The crossed plants altogether produced 105 and the self- 
fertilised plants 63 capsules ; or as 100 to 60. In both pots a 
self-fertilised plant flowered before any one of the crossed plants. 

XVI. LOASACEiE. — Babtonia aurea. 

Somo flowers wero crossed and self-fertilised in the usual 
manner daring two seasons ; but as I reared on the first occasion 



Table LXIII. 
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only two paint, the remits are given together. On both occasions 
the crossed capsules contained slightly more seeds than the self- 
fertilised. During the first year, when the plants were about 
7 inches in height, the self-fertilised were the tallest, and in the 
second year the crossed were the tallest When the two lots were 
in full flower they were measured, as in the preceding table. 

The average height of the eight crossed plants was 24 • (32, and 
that of the eight self-fertilised 26' 31 inches; or as 1U0 to 107. So 
that the self-fertilised had a decided advantage over tho crossed. 
But the plants from some cause never grew well, and finally be- 
came so unhealthy that only throe crossed and three self-fertilised 
plauts survived to set any capsules, and these were few in number. 
The two lots seemed to bo about equally unproductive. 

XVIL PASSIFLORACE.E.— Passifloba guacius. 

This annual species produces spontaneously numerous fruits 
when insects are excluded, and behaves in this respect very 
differently from most of the other species in the genus, which 
are extremely sterile unless fertilised with pollen from a distinct 
plant.* Fourteen fruits from crossed flowers contained on an 
average 34 '14 seeds. Fourteen fruits (two poor ones being 
rejected), spontaneously self-fertilised under a net, contained on 
an average 20 -58 seeds per fruit; or as 100 to 85. These seeds 
were sown on the opposite sides of three pots, but only two pairs 
came up at the same time ; and therefore a fair judgment cannot 
be formed. 

Table LXIV. 

Pattiflora gracili*. 




Tho mean of tho two crossed is 49 inches, and that of tho two 
self-fertilised 61 inches ; or as 100 to 104. 



* ‘ Variation of Animals and chap. xvii. 2nd edit. vol. it. p. 
Plants under Domestication,’ 118. 
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XVHL CMBELLIFERrE.— Apice petkoselincm. 

The Umbclliferai are proterandrous, and can hardly fail to he 
cross-fertilised by the many flies and small Hymcnoptern which 
visit the flowers.* A plant of the common parsley was covered 
by a net, and it apparently produced as many and as fine 
spontaneously self-fertilised fruits or seeds as the adjoining 
uncovered plants. The flowers on the latter were visited by so 
many insects that they must have received pollen from one 
another. Some of these two lots of seeds were left on sand, but 
nearly all the self-fertilised seeds germinated before the others, 
so that I was forced to throw all away. The remaining seeds 
were then sown on the opposite sides of four pots. At first the 
self-fertilised seedlings were a little taller in most of the pots 
than the naturally crossed seedlings, and this no doubt was due 
to the self-fertilised seeds having germinated first. But in 
the autumn all the plants were so equal that it did not seem 
worth while to measure them. In two of the pots they were 
absolutely eqnal ; in a third, if there was any difference, it was 
in favour of the crossed plants, and in a somewhat plainer 
manner in the fourth pot. But neither side had any substantial 
advantage over the other; so that in height they may be said 
to be as 100 to 100. 

XIX. DIPSACE.E.— Scabiosa atro-fcrpubea. 

The flowers, which are proterandrous, were fertilised during 



Table LXV. 
Scabiosa atro-purpurea. 
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the unfavourable season of 1867, so that I got few seeds, 
especially from the self-fertilised heads, which were extremely 
sterile. The crossed and self-fertilised plants raised from these 
seeds were measured before they were in fnll flower, as in the 
preceding table. 

The four crossed plants averaged 17' 12, and the four self-fer- 
tilised 15-87 inches in height; or as ICO to 90. One of the self- 
fertilised plants in Pot III. was killed by an accident, and its 
fellow pulled up; so that when they were again measured to the 
summits of their flowers, there were only three on each side; 
the crossed now averaged in height 32 -83, and tho self-fertilised 
80 ■ 16 inches ; or os 100 to 92. 



XX. COMPOSITE.— Lactuca satita. 

Three plants of Lettuce* (Great London Cos var.) grew close 
togother in my garden ; one was covered by a net, and produced 
self-furtilised seeds, tho other two were allowed to be naturally 
crossed by insects; but the season (1867) was unfavourable, and 
I did not obtain many seeds. Only one crossed and one self- 
fertilised plant were raised in Pot I., and their measurements are 
given in the following table (LXVI.). The flowers on this one 
self-fertilised plant were again self-fertilisod under a not, not 
with pollen from the same floret, but from other florets on the 
same head. The flowers on tho two crossed plants were left to 
lie crossed by insects, but tho process was aided by some pollen 
lieing occasionally transported by mo from plant to plant These 
two lots of seeds, after germinating on sand, were planted in 
pairs on tho opposite sides of Pots II. and III., which wore at 
first kept in the greenhouse and then turned out of doors. The 
plants were measured when in full flower. The following table, 
therefore, includes plants belonging to two generations. When 
the seedlings of thu two lots were only 5 or 6 inches in height 
they were equal. In Pot III. one of the self-fertilised plants 
died before flowering, ns has occurred in so many other cases. 



• The Composite nro wcll- 
adaptid for cross-fertilisation, bat 
a nurseiyman on whom I ran 
rely, told mo t at he had been in 
the habit of sowing several kinds 
of let) no. near together lor tho 
sake of seed, und had never ob- 
served that they became crossed. 



It is very improbable that nil the 
varieties which were thus culti- 
vated near together How, red at 
different times ; but two which I 
selected by hazard and sowed 
near each other did not flower at 
tiie same time ; and my trial 
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XXI. CAMP ANIILACE^:.— Speculabia speculum. 

In the closely allied genns. Campanula, in which Specnlaria 
was formerly included, the anthers shed at an early period their 
pollen, and this adheres to the collecting hairs which surround 
the pistil beneath the stigma; so that without some mechanical 
aid the flowers cannot be fertilised. For instance, I covered up 
a plant of Campanula carpathica , and it did not produce a single 
capsule, whilst the surrounding uncovered plants seeded pro- 
fusely. On the other hand, the present species of Specnlaria 
appears to set almost as many capsules when covered up, as 
when left to the visits of the Diptera, which, as far as I have 
seen, are the only insects that frequent the flowers.* I did not 
ascertain whether the naturally crossed and spontaneously self- 
fertilised capsules contained an equal number of seeds, but a 
comparison of artificially crossed and self-fertilised flowers. 



* It has long been known that cleistogamic as well as perfect 

another species of the genns, flowers, and the former are ot 

Spmtlaria perfoliata, produces course self-fertile. 
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showed that the former were probably the most productive. It 
appears that this plaut is capablo of producing a large number 
of self-fertilised capsules owing to the petals closing at night, aa 
well as during cold weather. In the act of closing, the margins 
of the petals become refluxed, and their inwardly projecting 
midribs then pass between the clefts of the stigma, and in doing 
so push the pollen from the outside of the pistil on to the 
stigmatic surfaces.* 

Twenty flowers were fertilised by me with their own pollen, 
but owing to the bad season, only six capsules were produced ; 
they contained on an average 21 '7 seeds, with a maximum of 
forty-eight in one. Fourteen flowors were crossed with pollen 
from arother plant, and these produced twelve capsules, contain- 
ing on an average 30 seeds, with a maximum in one of fifty- 
seven seeds; so that the crossed seeds were to the self-fertilised 
from an equal number of capsules as 100 to 72. The former 
were also heavier than an equal number of self-fertilised seeds, 
in the ratio of 100 to 86. Thus, whether we judge by the number 
of capsules produced from an equal number of flowers, or by the 
average number of the contained seeds, or the maximum number 
in any one capsule, or by their weight, crossing does great good 
in comparison with self-fertilisation. The two lots of seeds were 

Table LXVXL 

Sfitcularia speculum. 




• Mr. Meehan has lately shown loni i virtjinica and Uanunculm bul- 
(‘Proc. Acad Nat. 8c. Philadel- from* during the night causes their 
phiu,' May 111. 1876, p. 84) that self-fertilisation, 
the cloniug of the flowers of Clatj- 
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sown on the opposite sides of four pots ; bnt the seedlings were 
not sufficiently thinned. Only the tallest plant on each side was 
measured, when fully grown. The measurements are given in 
the preceding table. In all four pots the crossed plants flowered 
first. When the seedlings were only about an inch and a half in 
height both lota were equal. 

The four tallest crossed plants averaged 19 -28, and the four 
tallest self-fertilised 18 93 inches in height; or as 100 to 98. 
So that there was no difference worth speaking of between the 
two lots in height; though other great advantages are derived, 
as we have seen, from cross-fertilisation. From being grown in 
pots and kept in the greenhouse, none of the plants products! 
any capsules. 

Lobelia iiamosa.* 

For. Bnouh-JIake. 

The well-adapted means by which cross-fertilisation is en- 
sured in this genus have been described by several authors, f 
The pistil as it slowly increases in length pushes the pollen 
out of the conjoined anthers, by the aid of a ring of bristles ; the 
two lobes of the stigma being at this time closed and incapable 
of fertilisation. The extrusion of the pollen is also aided by 
insects, which rub against the little bristles that project from 
the anthers. The pollen thus pushed out is carried by insects 
to the older flowers, in which the stigma of the now freely 
projecting pistil is open and ready to be fertilised. I proved 
the importance of the gaily-coloured corolla, by cutting off the 
large lower petal of several flowers of Lobelia erinut ; and these 
flowers were neglected by the hive-bees which were incessantly 
visiting the other flowers. 

A capsule was obtained by crossing a flower of L. ramom 



* I have adopted the name 
given to this plant in the ‘ Har- 
deners' Chronicle,’ 1866. Trof. 
T. Dyer, howovor, informs me 



L. tenuior uf It. Brown, from 
’. Australia. 

t 8ee the works of Hildebrand 



Mag. of Nat. Hist.’ vol. ii. (4th 
series) 1868, p. 26(1. In the allied 
genus Isotoma, the ourious spike 
which prqjecls rectangularly from 
the anthers, and which when 
shaken causes the pollen to fall 
on the beck of an entering insect, 
seems to have been developed 
ftom a bristle, like one of those 
which spring from the anthers in 
some of or all tire species of Lo- 
belia, as described by Mr. Kurrer. 
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with pollen from another plant, and two other capanlea from 
artificially Hcif-fortilisod flowers. The contained needs were 
sown on the opposite sides of four pots. Some of tho crossed 
reselling* which came np before the others had to lx- pulled up 
and thrown away. Whilst the plants were eery small there was 
not much difference in height lotween the two lots ; but in Pot 
III. tho self-fertilised were for a time the tallost. When in full 
flower tlie tallest plant on each side of each pot was measured, 
and the result is shown in the following table. In all four 
pots a crossed plant flowered before any one of its opponents. 

Table LXVHL 



l.Mia raimwi (first flneration). 
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Plant! of the Second Generation.— The above two lots of .seeds 
were placed on damp sand, and many of tho crossed seeds 
(Terminated, as on tlie last occasion, before the self-fertilised, and 
were rejected. Three or four pairs in the same state of germina- 
tion were planted on the opposite sides of two pots ; a single 
pair in a third pot ; and all tho remaining seeds were sown crowded 
in a fourth pot. When the seedlings were about one and a half 
inches in height, they wore equal on both sides of the three first 
(lots ; but in Pot IV., in which they grew crowded and were 
thus exposed to severe competition, tho crossed were about a 
third taller than tho self-fertilised. In this latter pot, when 
tho eroasod averaged S inches in height, tho self-fertilised were 
about 4 inches; nor did they look nearly such 6ne plants. 
In all four pots the crossed plants flowered somo days before 
the self-fertilised. When in fall flower the tallest plant on each 
sido was measured; but before tins time the single crossed 
plant in Pot III., which was taller than its antagonist, had died 
and was not measured. So that only the tallest plant on each 
side of three pots was measured, as in the following table | 



Table LXIX. 

lobelia ramotn ( Second Generation ). 




The average height of the three tallest crossed plants is here 
23 33, and that of tho three tallest self-fertilised 19 inches ; or as 
100 to 81. Besides this difference in height, tho crossed plants 
were much more vigorous and more branched than tho self- 
fertilised plants, and it is unfortunate that they were not 
weighed. 
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Lobelia fclciens. 

This species offers n somewhat pcrploxing case. In the first 
generation the self-fertilised plants, though few in numher. 
greatly exceeded the crossed in height; whilst in the second 
generation, when the trial was mndo on a much largor scale, 
tho crossed boat the solf-fortilised plants. As this species 
is generally propagated by off-sets, sorno seedlings wore first 
raised, in order to have distinct plants. On one of these plants 
several flowers were fertilised with their own pollen ; and os the 
pollen is matnre and shed long before the stigma of the same 
flower is ready for fertilisation, it was necessary to number each 
flower and keep its pollen in paper with a corresponding number. 
By this means well-matured pollen was used for self-fertilisation. 
Several flowers on tho same plant were crossed with pollen from 
a distinct individual, and to obtain this tho conjoined anthers of 
young flowers were roughly squeezed, and as it is naturally 
protrudo i very slowly by the growth of the pistil, it is probable 
that the pollen used by mo was hardly mature, certainly less 
mature than that employed for self-fertilisation. I did not at 
tho time think of this source of error, but I now suspect that 
tho growth of the crossed plants was thus injured. Anyhow the 
trial was not perfectly fair. Opposed to the belief that the 
pollen used in crossing was not in so good a state as that nsed 
for self-fertilisntion, is the fact that a greater proportional number 
of tho crossed than of the self-fertilised flowers produced cap- 
sules; but there was no markod difference in the amount of seed 
contained in the ca|>sules of the two lots.* 

As the seeds obtained by the above two methods would not 
germinate when left on bare sand, they were sown on tho 
opposite sides of four pots ; but I succeeded in raising only a 
single pair of soodlings of tho same age in each pot The self- 
fertilised seedlings, when only a few inches in height, were in 
most of the pots toller than their opponents ; and they flowered 
so much earlier in nil the pots, that the height of the flower- 
stems could bo fairly compared only in Pots L and IL 



• Giirtuer has shown that cor- but none of tho plants on which 
tain plants of IMia fulgent aro I experimented, which were kept 
in the greenhouse, were in this 
poculiur condition. 

N 2 



quite sterile with pollen from 
same plant, though this poller 
efficient on any other individu 
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Table LXX. 

Lobelia fulgent ( First Generation). 




The mean height of the flower-stems of the two crossed plants 
in Pots I. and II. is here 34 75 inches, and that of the two self- 
fertilised plants in the same pots 44 25 inches ; or as 100 to 127. 
The self-fertilised plants in Pots III. and IV. were in evory 
respect very much finer than the crossed plants. 

I was so much surprised at this great superiority of the self- 
fertilised over the crossed plants, that I determined to try how 
they would behave in ono of the pots during a second growth. 
The two plants, therefore, in Pot I. were cut down, and repotted 
without being disturbed in a much larger pot In the following 
year tho self-fertilised plant showed oven a greater superiority 
than before ; for the two tallest flower-stems produced by tho 
one crossed plant were only 29* and 30J inches in height, 
whereas tho two tallest stems on tho ono self-fertilised plant 
were 49* and 49J inches ; and this gives a ratio of 100 to 167. 
Considering all the evidence, there can be no doubt that these 
self-fertilised plants had a great superiority over the crossed 
plants. 

Crossed and self-fertiliml Plants of the Second Generation .— I 
determined on this occasion to avoid the error of using pollen of 
not quite equal maturity for crossing and self-fertilisation; so 
that I squeezed pollen out of tho conjoined anthers of young 
flowers for both operations. Several flowers on tho crossed plant 
in Pot I. in Table LXX. were again crossed with pollen from a 
distinct plant. Several other flowers on the self-fertilised plant 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



LOBELIA FCLGENS. 



181 



Tablk LXXL 




The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 




182 NEMOPHILA INSIONIS. Chap. V. 

in tlio samo pot were again self-fertilised with pollen from the 
anthers of other flowers on the tame plant. Therefore the degree 
of self-fertilisation was not qnite so close as in the last genera- 
tion, in which pollen from the tame flower, kept in paper, was 
used. These two lots of seeds were thinly sown on opposite 
sidos of nine pots ; and the young seedlings were thinned, on 
equal number of nearly as possible the samo ago being left on 
the two sides. In the spring of the following year (1870), when 
the seedlings had grown to a considerable size, they were 
measured to the tips of their leaves ; and the twenty-three 
crossed plants averaged 14' 04 inches in height, whilst the twenty- 
three self-fertilised seedlings were 13 '51 inches; or as 100 to 96. 

In the summer of the same year several of these plants 
flowered, the crossed and self-fertilised plants flowering almost 
simultaneously, and all the flower-stems were measured. Those 
produced by eleven of the crossed plants averaged 30-71 inches, 
and those by nine of the self-fertilised plants 29 '43 inches in 
height ; or as 100 to 96. 

The plants in these nine pots, after they had flowered, were 
repotted without being disturbed in much larger pots; and in 
the following year, 1871, all flowered freely; but they had 
grown into such an entangled mass, that the separate plants 
ou each side conld no longer be distinguished. Accordingly 
three or four of the tallest flower-stems on each side of each 
pot were measured; and the measurements in the preceding 
table are, I think, more trustworthy than tho previous ones, 
from being more numerous, and from the plants being well 
established and growing vigorously. 

The average height of the thirty-four tallest flower-stems on 
the twenty-three crossed plants is 29 '82 inches, and that of tho 
same number of flower-stems on tho samo number of self- 
fertilised plants is 27-10 inches; or as 100 to 91. So that the 
crossed plants now showed a decided advantage over their self- 
fertilised opponents. 



XXII. FOLEMONI ACEiE.— N emophila inbio sis. 

Twelve flowers were crossed with pollen from a distinct plant, 
but produced only six capsules, containing on an average 18 -8 
seeds. Eighteen flowers were fertilised with their own pollen 
and produced ten capsules, containing on an average 12-7 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



Chap. V. 



NEMOPHILA INSIONIS. 



183 



seeds ; so that the seeds per capsule were as 100 to 69.* Tho 
crossed seeds weighed a little less than an equal numbor of self- 
fertilised seeds, in the proportion of 100 to 106 ; but this was 
oletrly due to some of the self-fertilised capsules containing very 
few seeds, and these wero much bulkier than the others, from 
having been better nourished. A subsequent comparison of the 
number of seeds in a fow capsules did not show so great a 
sup«riority on the side of the crossed capsules as in the present 

Tie seeds wero placed on sand, and after germinating wore 
planted in pairs on the opposite sides of five pots, which were 
kept in the greenhouse. When the seedlings wero from 2 to 
8 inches in height, most of tho crossed hod a slight advantage 
over the self-fertilised. Tho plants were trained up sticks, and 
thus grew to a considerable height In four out of the five 
pots a crossed plant flowered before any one of the self-fertilised. 

Table LXXIL 

■ Nemophda insignia ; 0 means that the plant died. 




• Several species of Polomo- 
niaoe® are kno .n to be proter- 
auilrou-s but I did not attend to 
this point in N’emophila. Verlot 



says (‘Dm VaritSWs,’ 1865, p. 66) 
that varieties growing near one 
another spontaneously intercross. 
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The plants wore first measured to the tips of their leaves, before 
they had flowered and when the crossed were under a foo! 
in height. The twelve crossed plants averaged 11 ‘1 inches ia 
height, whilst the twelve self-fertilised were less than half ofttis 
height, viz., 5’45; or as 100 to 49. Before the plants had grown 
to their full height, two of the self-fertilised died, and as I feared 
that this might happen with others, they were again measured 
to the tops of their stems, as shown in the preceding table. 

The twelve crossod plants now averaged 33 • 28, and the ten self- 
fertilised 19-9 inches in height, or as 100 to 60; so that ihey 
differed somewhat less than before. 

The plants in Pots UL and V. wore placed under a net in the 
greenhouse, two of the crossed plants in the latter pot Iwing 
pulled up on account of the death of two of the self-fertiliBed ; 
so that altogether six crossed and six self-fertilised plants were 
left to fertilise themselves spontaneously. The pots were rather 
small, and the plants did not produce many capsules. The 
small size of the self-fertilised plants will largely account for 
tho fewness of the capsules which thoy produced. The six crossed 
plants bore 105, and the six self-fertilised only 30 capsules ; or as 
100 to 29. 

The self-fertilised seeds thus obtained from the crossed and 
self-fertilised plants, after ger minating on sand, were planted 



Table LXXHL 




© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



Ciiir. V. BORAGO OFFICINALIS* 185 

on the opposite sides of four small pots, and treated as before. 
But man}- of the plants were unhealth;, and their heights were so 
unequal — some on both sides being five times os tall as the others 
—that the averages deduced from the measurements in the pre- 
ceding table are not in the least trustworthy. Nevertheless I 
have felt bound to give them, as they are opposed to my general 
conclusions. 

The seven self-fertilised plants from the crossed plants hero 
average 15 ‘73, and the seven Belf-fertiliscd from tho self-fertilised 
21 inches in height ; or as 100 to 133. Strictly analogous ex- 
periments with Viola tricolor and Lathyrut odoratus gave a very 
different result. 

XXin. BORAGINACEiE.— Boraoo officinalis. 

This plant is frequented by a greater number of bees than 
almost any other ono which I have observed. It is strongly 
proterandrous (II. Muller, ‘ Befruchtung,’ &c., p. 267), and tho 
flowers can hardly fail to be cross-fertilised ; but should this 
not occur, they are capable of self-fertilisation to a limited 
extent, as some pollen long remains within the anthers, and is 
apt to fall on the mature stigma. In the year 1863 I covered 
up a plant, and examined thirty-five flowers, of which only 
twelve yielded any seeds ; whoreas of thirty-five flowers on au 
exposed plant growing close by, all with the exception of two 
yielded seeds. The covered-up plant, however, produced alto- 
gether twenty-five spontaneously self-fertilised seeds ; the exposed 
plant producing fifty-five seeds, the product, no donbt, of cross- 
fertilisation. 

In the year 1868 eighteen flowers on a protected plant were 
crossed with pollen from a distinct plant, but only seven of these 
produced fruit; and I suspect that I applied pollen to many of 
the stigmas before they were mature. These fruits contained 
on an averago 2 seeds, with a maximum in one of throe seeds. 
Twenty-four spontaneously self-fertilised fruits were produced 
by the same plant, and these contained on an average 1 ‘2 seeds, 
with a maximum of two in one fruit. So that the fruits from 
tho artificially crossed flowers yielded seeds compared with those 
from tho spontaneously self-fertilised flowers, in the ratio of 100 
to 60. But the self-fertilised seeds, as often occurs when few 
are produced, were heavier than the crossed seeds in the ratio of 
100 to 90. 
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These two lots of seeds were sown on opposite sides of two 
large pots ; but I succeeded in raising only four pairs of equal 
age. When the seedlings on both sides wore about 8 inches 
in height they were equal. When in full flower they were 
measured, as follows : — 



Table LXXIV. 
JJorago officinalis. 




The average height of the four crossed plants is here 20 • 68, and 
that of the four self-fertilised 21-18 inches; or as 100 to 102. 
The self-fertilised plants thus exceeded the crossed in height by 
a little ; But this was entirely due to the tallness of one of the 
self-fertilised. The crossed plants in both pots flowered before 
the self-fertilised. Therefore I believe if more plants had been 
raised, the result would have been different. I regret that I did 
not attend to the fertility of the two lots. 



XXIV. NOLANACEdE. — Nolan* pbostbata. 

In some of tbo flowors the stamens are considerably shorter 
than the pistil, in others equal to it in length. I suspected, 
therefore, but erroneously as it proved, that this plant was 
dimorphic, like Primula, Linum, &c.,and in the year 1862twolve 
plants, covered by a net in the greonhouse, wore subjected to 
trial. Tho spontaneously self-fertiliscd flowers yielded 64 grains 
weight of seeds, but tho product of fourteen artificially crossed 
flowers is here included, which falsely increases the weight of 
the self-fertilised seeds. Nine uncovered plants, tho flowers of 
which wore eagerly visitod by bees for their pollen and were no 
doubt intercrossed by them, produced 79 grains weight of seeds: 
therefore twelve plants thus treated would have yielded 105 
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grains. Thus the seeds produced by the flowers on an equal 
number of plants, when crossed by bees, and spontaneously self- 
fertilised (the product of fourteen artificially crossed flowers 
being, however, included in the latter) were in weight as 
100 to 61. 

In the summer of 1867 the trial was repeated ; thirty flowers 
were crossed .with pollen from a distinct plant and produced 
twenty-seven capsules, each containing five seeds. Thirty-two 
flowers were fertilised with their own pollen, and produced only 
six capsules, each with five seeds. So that the crossed and self- 
fertilised capsules contained the same number of seeds, though 
many more capsules were produced by the cross-fertilised than 
by the self-fertilised flowers, in the ratio of 100 to 21. 

An equal number of seeds of both lots were weighed, and the 
crossed seeds were to the self-fertilised in weight as 100 to 82. 
Therefore a cross increases the number of capsules produced and 
the weight of the seeds, but not the number of seeds in each 

These two lots of seeds, after germinating on sand, were 
planted on the opposite sides of three pots. The seedlings 
when from 6 to 7 inches in height were equal. The plants 
were measured when fully grown, but their heights were so 
unequal in the several pots, that the result cannot bo fully 
trusted. 



Table LXXV. 

Kolana prostrata. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SOLANAC&X, PUHCLACIS, PoLVOONKA, ETC. 

Petunia violocea, crossed and self-fertilised plants oompared for four 
generations — Effects of a cross with a fresh stock — Uniform colour 
of the flowers on the self-fertilised plants of the fourth generation 
— Nieotiana tabacum, crossed and self-fertilised plants of equal 
height— Great effects of a cross with a distinct sub-variety on the 
height, but not on the fertility, of the offspring— Cyclauion per- 
sicum, crossed seedlings greatly superior to the self-fertilised — 
Anugallis oollina — Primula veris — Equal-styled variety of Primula 
voris, fertility of, greatly increased by a cross with a fresh stook — 
Fagopyrum esculeutum— Beta vulgaris— Canua warscewicsti, crossed 
and self-fertilised plants of equal height— Zca mays — Pholaris 



XXV. S0LANACE.2E.— Petunia violacea. 



Dingy purple variety. 



The flowers of this plant are so seldom visited during the day 
by insects in this country, that I have never seen an instanoe ; 
but my gardener, on whom I can rely, once saw some humble- 
bees at work. Mr. Meohan says* that in the United States 
bees bore through the corolla for the nectar, and adds that their 
" fertilisation is carried on by night-moths.” 

In France M. Naudin, after castrating a large number of flowers 
whilst in bud, left them exposed to the visits of insects, and 
about a quarter produced capsules ;t but I am convinced that 
a much larger proportion of flowers in my garden are cross- 
fertilised by insects, for protected flowers which had their 
own pollen placed on the stigmas never yielded nearly a full 
complement of seed ; whilst those left uncovered produced fine 
capsules, showing that pollen from other plants must have been 
brought to them, probably by moths. Plants growing vigorously 
and flowering in pots in the groen-house, never yielded a single 



• ‘Proo. Acad. Nat. Sc. of Phil- 
adelphia.' Aug. 2nd. 1870, p. DO. 
Prof. Hildebrand also informs me 
that moths, especially Sphinx con- 
volvuli, largely haunt the flowers 



in Germany, 
from Mr. Bou 
England. 



des Sc. Nat.’ 4th 
n. ix. cuh. 5. 
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capsule ; and this may be attributed, at least in chief part, to 
the exclusion of moths. 

Six flowers on a plant covered by a net wero crossed with 
pollen from a distinct plant and produced six capsules, containing 
by weight 4-44 grains of seed. Six other flowers were fertilised 
with their own pollen and produced only three capsules, con- 
taining only 1-49 grain weight of seed. From this it follows 
that an equal number of crossed and self-fertilised capsules would 
have contained seeds by weight as 100 to 07. I should not have 
thought the proportional contents of so few capsules worth 
giving, had not nearly the same result been confirmed by several 
subsequent trials. 

Seeds of the two lots were placed on sand, and many of the 
•elf-fertilised seeds germinated before the crossed, and were 
rejected. Several pairs in an equal state of germination were 
planted on the opposito Bides of Pots I. and II. ; but only the 
tallest plant on oach sido was measured. Seeds were also sown 
thickly on the two sides of a large pot (III.), the seedlings being 
afterwards thinned, so that an equal number was left on each 
side; the three tallest on each side being measured. The pots 
were kept in the greenhouse, and the plants were trained up 
sticks. For some time the young crossed plants had no ad- 
vantage in height over the self-fertilised; but their leaves 
were larger. When fully grown and in flower the plants were 
measured, os follows : — 

Tablx LXXVL 

Petunia violacea ( First Generation). 




The five tallest crossed plants here average 30-8, and the five 
tallest self-fertilised 26 inches in height, or as 100 to 84. 
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Throe capsules were obtained by crossing flowers on the 
above crossed plants, and throe other capsules by again self- 
fertilising flowers on the self-fertilised plants. One of tho latter 
capsules appeared as tine as any one of the crossed capsules; 
but the other two contained many imperfect seeds. From these 
two lots of seeds the plants of the following generation were 
raised. 

Crossed and self ■fertilised Plants of the Secowl Generation .— As in 
the last generation, many of the self-fertilised seeds germinated 
before the crossed. 

Seeds in an equal state of germination were planted on the 
opposite sides of three pots. The crossed seedlings soon groatly 
exceeded in height the self-fertilised. In Pot L, when the tallest 
crossed plant win 101 inches high, the tallest self-fertilised was 
only 31 inches ; in Pot II. the excess in height of the crossed was 
not quite so great. The plants were treated as in the last gene- 
ration, and when folly grown measured as before. In Pot III. 
both the crossed plants were killod at an early age by some 
animal, so that the sel f-fertilised had no competitors. Neverthe- 
less these two self-fertilised plants were measured, and are in- 
cluded in the following table. The crossed plants flowered long 
before their self-fertilised opponents in Pots I. and II., and before 
those growing separately in Pot HI. 

Table LXXVTI. 




The four crossed plants average 40 -5, and the six self-fer- 
tilised 26 '25 inches in height; or os 100 to 65. But this great 
inequality is in part accidental, owing to some of the self- 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 




Chap. VI. CROSSED AND SELF-FERTILISED PLANTS. 191 
fartilised plants being very short, and to one of the crossed being 

Twelve flowers on these crossed plants were again crossed, and 
eleven capsules were produced ; of these, five were poor and six 
good; the latter contained by weight 3 ‘75 grains of seeds. 
Twelve flowers on the self-fertilised plants were again fertilised 
with their own pollen and produced no less than twelve capsules, 
and the six finest of these contained by weight 2 '57 grains of 
seeds. It should however be observed that these latter capsules 
were produced by the plants in Pot III., which were not exposed 
to any competition. Tho seeds in the six fine crossed capsules 
to those in the six finest self-fertilised capsules were in weight 
as 100 to 68. From these soeds tho plants of the next generation 
were raised. 

Crossed and self-fertilised Plants of the Third Generation. — The 
above soeds wero placed on sand, and after germinating were 
planted in pairs on the opposite sides of four pots; and all the 
remaining seeds were thickly sown on the two sides of a fifth large 
pot The result was surprising, for the self-fertilised seedlings 
very early in life beat the crossed, and at one time were nearly 
double their height. At first tho case appeared like that of 
Mimulns, in which after the third generation a tall and highly 
self-fertilo variety appeared. But as in the two succeeding 
generations tho crossed plants resumed their former superiority 
over the self-fertilised, tho case must be looked at as an anomaly. 
Tho sole conjecture which I can form is that the self-fertilised 
Table LXXVIIL 

Petunia violacea ( Third Generation ; plants very young). 




© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



192 



PETUNIA VIOLACEA. 



Chap. VI. 



needs had not boon sufficiently ripened, and thus produced 
weakly plants, which prow at first at an abnormally quick rate, 
as occurred with seedlings from not well-ripened self-fertilised 
seeds of Iberis. When the crossed plants were between 3 and 4 
inches in height, the six finest in four of the pots were measured 
to tho summits of their stems, and at the same time the six 
finest of tho self-fertilised plants. The measurements are given 
in the preceding table (LXXVIII.), and it may be here seen that 
all tho self-fertilised plants exceed their opponents in height, 
whereas when subsequently measured the excess of tho self- 
fertilised depended chiefly on the unusual tallness of two of the 
plants in Pot II. The crossed plants here average 3 '27, and 
the self-fertilised 6 '08 inches in height; or as 100 to 186. 

When fully grown they were again measured, as follows : — 

Table LXXIX. 

Petunia violacea ( Third Generation; plants fully grown). 




Tho eight crossed plants now averaged 40 • 96, and the eight self- 
fertilised plants 53 ' 87 inches in height, or as 100 to 131 ; and this 
excess chiefly depended, as already stated, on the unusual tallness 
of two of the self-fertilised plants in Pot IL The self-fertilised 
had therefore lost some of their former great superiority over the 
crossed plants. In three of tho pots the self-fortilised plants 
flowered first ; but in Pot IIL at the same time with the crossed. 

The case is rendered the more strange, because the crossed 
plants in the fifth pot (not included in the two last tables), in 
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vhich all the remaining seeds had been thickly sown, wero from 
the first finer plants than the self-fertilised, and had larger 
leaves. At the period when the two tallest crossed plants in 
this pot were 6} and 4! inches high, the two tallest self-fort i I isod 
were only 4 inches. When tho two crossed plants were 12 and 
10 inches high, tho two self-fertilised were only 8 inches. These 
latter plants, as well as many others on the same side of this pot, 
never grow any higher, wheroaa Bovoral of the crossed plants 
grew to the height of two foot! On account of this great 
superiority of the crossed plants, the plants on neither side of 
this pot have been included in the two last tables. 

Thirty flowers on the crossed plants in Pots I. and IV. (Table 
LXXIX.) were again crossed, and produced seventeen capsules. 
Thirty flowers on tho self-fertilised plants in the same two pots 
were again self-fertilised, but produced only seven capsules. 
The contents of each capsule of both lots were placed in separate 
watch-glasses, and tho seeds from the crossed appeared to the 
eye to be at least double the number of those from the self- 
fertilised capsules. 

In order to ascertain whether tho fertility of the self-fertilised 
plants had been lessoned by the plants having Iwcn self-ferti- 
lised for tho three previous generations, thirty flowers on the 
crossed plants were fertilised with their own pollen. Thcso 
yielded only five capsules, and their seeds being placed in 
separate watch-glasses did not seem more numerous than those 
from tho capsules on the self-fertilised plants self-fertilised for 
the fourth time. So that as far as can 1* judged from so few 
capsules, tho self-fertility of the self-fertilised plants had not 
decreased in comparison with thnt of the plants which had 
been intercrossed during the three previous generations. It 
should, howover, be remembered that both lots of plants 
had been subjected in each generation to almost exactly similar 
conditions. 

Seeds from the crossed plants again crossed, and from the self- 
fertilised again self-fortilisod, producod by tho plants in Pot I. 
(Table LXXIX.), in which tho three self-fertilised plauts wero 
on an average only a little taller titan the crossed, were used in 
the following experiment. They were kept separate from two 
similar lots of seeds produced by tho two plants in Pot IV. in 
tho same table, in which the crossed plant was much taller than 
its self-fertilised opponent 

a-oatd und sr If-fertUued Plante the Fourth fiennviion 
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(raised from the Plant, in Pot /., Table LXXIX.).- Crossed ami 
self-fertilised seeds from plants of the last generation in Pot L, 
in Table LXXIX., wero placed on sand, and after germinating, 
were planted in pairs on the opposite sides of four pots. The 
seedlings when in full flower were measured to the base of the 
calyx. The remaining seeds were sown crowded on the two 
sides of Pot V. ; and the four tallest plants on each side of this 
pot were measured in the samo manner. 

Tablb LXXX. 

Petunia violacea ( Fourth Generation ; raised from Plant, of the 
Third Generation in Pot I., Table LXXIX.). 




The fifteen crossed plants average 46 '79, and the fourteen 
(one having died) self-fertilised plants 32 '39 inches in height; or 
as 100 to 69. So that the crossod plants in this generation hod 
recovered their wontod superiority over the self-fertilised plants; 
though the parents of tho lattor in Pot I., Tablo LXXIX., were a 
little taller than their crossed opponents. 

Orosild ami Klf-fertiliKd Plant , of the Fourth Generation 
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(iWi from the Plant » in Pot IV., in Tulle LXXIX.).— Two 
similar lots of seeds, obtained from the plants in Pot IV. in 
Tablo LXXIX., in which the single crossed plant was at 
first shorter, but ultimately mnch taller than its self-fertilised 
opponent, were treated in every way like their brethren of the 
same generation in the last experiment. We have in the follow- 
ing Table LXXXL the measurements of the present plants. 
Although the crossed plants greatly exceeded in height the self- 
fertilised ; yet in three out of the five pots a self-fertilised plant 
flowered before any one of the crossed ; in a fourth pot simul- 
taneously ; and in a fifth (viz.. Pot II.) a crossed plant flowered 
first 

Table LXXXL 



Petunia viotacea ( Fourth Generation ; raised from Plants of the 
Third Generation in Pot IV., Table LXXIX.). 
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crossed offspring. It is nnfortnnato that I did not turn these 
plants out of doors, so as to observe their relutivo fertility, for 1 
compared the pollen from some of tho crossed and self-fertilised 
plants in Pot L, Table LXXXI., and there was a marked dif- 
ference in its state; that of the crossed plants contained hardly 
imy bad aud empty grains, whilst such abounded in tho pollen 
of tho self-fortilised plants. 

The h.ffcclt of a Crou with a /nth Slock .— I procured from a 
garden in Westcrham, whence my plants originally came, a 
fresh plant differing in no respect from mine except in the 
colour of tho flowers, which was a tine purple. But this plant 
must have been exposed during at least four generations to very 
different conditions from those to which my plants had been 
subjected, as these had been grown in pots in the green- 
house. Eight flowers on the self-fertilised plants in Table 
LXXXI., of the lost or fourth self-fertilised generation, were 
fertilised with pollen from this fresh stock ; all eight produced 
eapsulcs containing together by weight 5 01 grains of seeds. 
The plants raised from these seeds may be called the Wetlerham- 

Eight flowers on tho crossed plants of the lost or fourth genera- 
tion in Table LXXXI. were again crossed with pollen from one 
of the o flier crossed plants, and produced five capsules, contain- 
ing by weight 2 '<77 grains of seeds. The plants raised from 
these seeds may bo called the iutercroaed ; and these form the 
fifth intercrossed generation. 

Eight flowers on the self-fertilised plants of the same genera- 
tion in Table LXXXI. were again self-fertilised, and produced 
seven capsules, containing by weight 2*1 grains of seeds. The 
vlf-fcrtiliml plants raised from these seeds form the fifth self- 
fertilised generation. These latter plants and the intercrossed 
arc comparable in all respects with the crossed and self-fertilised 
plants of the four previous generations. 

From tho foregoing data it is easy to calculate that, 

Or. Wei V U 
of Seed. 

Ten Wcsterham-croesod capsules would havo contained 6 '26 
Ten intercrossed capsules would have contained . . 4 '14 

Ten self-fertilised capsules would have contained . 8'00 

We thus get the following ratios 
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Seeds from the Westerham-crossed capsules to 
thoso from the capsules of the fifth solf-for- 
tilised generation in weight . . .as 100 to 48 

Seeds from the Westerham-crossed capsules to 
those from the capsules of the fifth intercrossed 

generation as 100 to CG 

Seeds from the intercrossed to those from the 
self-fertilised capsules . . . . as 100 to 72 



So that a cross with pollen from a fresh stock greatly increased 
the productiveness of the flowers on plants which had been self- 
fertilised for the four previous generations, in comparison not 
only with the flowers oil the samo plants self-fertilised for the fifth 
timo, but with the flowers on the crossed plants crossed with 
pollen from another plant of the same old stock for the fifth 

These three lots of seeds were placed on sand, and were 
planted in an equal stato of germination in Bevon pots, each made 
tripartite by three superficial partitions. Some of the remaining 
seeds, whether or not in a state of germination, were thickly 
sown in an eighth pot. The pots were kept in the greenhouse, 
and tho plants trained up sticks. Tlioy wore first measnrod to 
the tops of their stems when coming into flower ; and the twenty- 
two Westerham-crossed plants then averaged 25- 51 inches; the 
twenty-three intercrossed plants 30 ’38; and the twenty-throe 
self-fertilised plants 23 '40 inches in height. We thus get the 
following ratios : — 



The Westerham-crossed plants in height to the 

self-fertilised os 100 to 91 

The Westerham-crossed plants in height to tho 

intercrossed as 100 to 119 

The intercrossed plants in height to tho self- 
fertilised as 100 to 77 

These plants were again measured wlion tlioir growth appeared 
on a casual inspection to lie complete. But in this I was mis- 
taken, for after cutting them down, I found that the summits 
of the stems of the Westerham-crossed plants were still growing 
vigorously; whilst tho intercrossed had almost, and tho self- 
fertilised lmd quite completed their growth. Therefore I do 
not doubt, if the three lots had been left to grow for another 
month, tliat the ratios would have been somewhat different 
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from those deduced from the measurements in the following 
table : — 

Table LXXXH. 

Petunia violuctu. 





"p 2JJKSS 


lnt<rcr<*wd Plant* 
(Han^fon^nd 






Fourth (JenemUon 
«Mk> 


Five Or Deration*). 


J ! .1 ^ f 
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fill 


58J 
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Si 


59J 


111 
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III. 


62 
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V. 
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851 
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TO 
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51 


43 
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«. 


12, 




to] 






VIII. 


871 


38 j 


21 9 


Crowded. 


871 


4d| 


1*1 


Total in inches. 


1051-25 


1190-50 


697-88 



The twenty-one Westcrham-crossed plants now averaged 50 '05 
inches; the twenty-two intercrossed plants, 64'11 inches; and 
tho twenty-one self-fertilised plants, 33'23 inches in height. Wo 
thus got tho following ratios: — 
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The Westerham-crossed plants in height to the 

self-fertilised as 100 to C6 

The Westerham-crossed plants in height to the 

intercrossed as 100 to 108 

The intercrossed plants in height to the self- 
fertilised as 100 to Cl 

We hero soo that tho Westerham-crossed (the offspring of 
plants self-fertilised for four generations and then crossed with a 
fresh stock) have gainod greatly in hoight, 6ince they were first 
measured, relatively to the plants self-fertilised for five genera- 
tions. They were then as 100 to 91, and now as 100 to 66 in 
height The intercrossed plants (i.e., those which had been in- 
tercrossed for the last five generations) likewise exceed in 
height the self-fertilised plants, as occurred in all the previous 
generations with the exception of tho abnormal plants of the 
third generation. On the other hand, the Westerham-crossed 
plants are exceeded in height by the intercrossed ; and this is a 
surprising fact, judging from most of the other Btrictly analogous 
coses. But as tho Westcrhura-crossed plnnts were still growing 
vigorously, whilo the intercrossed had almost ceased to grow, 
there can hardly be a doubt that if left to grow for another 
month they would have beaton tho intercrossed in height. That 
they were gaining on thorn is clear, as when measured before they 
were as 100 to 119, and now as only 100 to 108 in height. The 
Westerham-crossed plants had also leaves of a darker green, and 
looked altogether more vigorous than the intercrossed ; and what 
is much more important, they prodnoed, as we shall presently 
seo, much heavier seed-capsules. So that in fact the offspring 
from tho self-fertilised plants of the fourth generation crossed by 
a fresh stock were superior to the intercrossed, as well as to the 
self-fertilised plants of tho fifth generation— of which latter fact 
there could not be the least doubt. 

These three lots of plants were cut down close to the ground 
and weighod. The twenty-one Westerham-crossed plants weighed 
89 ounces ; the twenty-two intercrossed plants, 34 ounces, and tho 
twenty-one self-fertilised plants 71 ounces. Tho following ratios 
are calculated for an oqual number of plants of each kind. Bnt 
as the self-fertilised plants wore just beginning to wither, their 
relative weight is here slightly too small; and as the Westerham- 
crossed wero still growing vigorously, their relative weight 
with time allowed would no doubt have greatly increased. 
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The Westorbam-crosBod plants in weight to 

the self-fertilised as 100 to 22 

Tho WeHterham-crossod plants in weight to 

the intercrossed as 100 to 101 

The intercrossed plants in weight to the self- 
fertilised os 100 to 23-3 



We here sec, judging by weight instead of as before by height, 
that the Westorham-crosscd and the intercrossed have tn 
immense advantage over the self-fertilised. Tho Westorham- 
crosscd are inferior to the intercrossed by a mere trifle ; but it is 
almost certain that if they had been allowed to go on growing for 
another month, the former would have completely beaten the 
latter. 

As I had an abundance of seeds of the same three lots, from 
which tho foregoing plants had boen raised, these were sown in 
three long parallel and adjoining rows in tho open ground, so as to 
ascertain whether under these circumstances the results would lie 
nearly the same as before. Late in the antnmn (Nov. 13) the ton 
tallest plants were carefully selected out of each row, and their 
heights measured, with the following result 



Table LXXXIII. 

Petunia violacea (plants growing in the open groun‘1). 
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The ten Westerham-crossed plants hero average 36 '67 inches 
in height ; the ten intercrossed plants, 38’27 inches ; and the ten 
self-fertilised, 23 '31 inches. These three lots of plants were also 
weighed ; the Westerham-crosscd plants weighed 28 ounces ; the 
intercrossed, 41 ounces; and the self-fertilised, 14'75 ounces. 
We thus get the following ratios : — 



The Westerham-crossed plants in height to the 

self-fertilised 

The Westerham-crossed plants in weight to the 

self-fertilised 

The Westorham-crosscd plants in height to the 

intercrossed 

The Westerham-crossed plants in weight to the 

intercrossed 

The intercrossed plants in height to tho solf- 

fertilised 

The intercrossed plants in weight to the self- 
fertilised 



as 100 to 63 
as 100 to 53 
as 100 to 104 
as 100 to 146 
as 100 to 61 
as 100 to 36 



Hero tho relative heights of tho three lots are nearly the same 
(within throe or four per cent.) as with the plants in the pots. 
In weight tliero is a much greater difference : the Westorham- 
crossed exceed tho self-fertilised by much less than they did 
before; but the self-fertilised plants in the pots had become 
slightly withorod, as before stated, and were in consequence 
unfairly light. Tho Wcstcrham-crossed plants aro here inferior 
in weight to tho intercrossed plants in a much higher degree 
than in tho pots ; and this appeared duo to their being much 
less branched, owing to their having germinated in greater 
numbers and consequently being much crowded. Their leaves 
wore of a brighter green than those of the intercrossed and 
self-fertilised plants. 

Relative Fertility of the Three Lots of Plante . — None of tho plants 
in pots in the greenhouse ever produced a capsule ; and this may 
be attributed in chief part to the exclusion of moths. There- 
fore the fertility of the three lots could be judged of only by that 
of the plants growing out of doors, which from being left 
uncovered were probably cross-fertilised. The plants in the 
throe rows were exactly of the same age and had been subjected 
to closely similar conditions, so that any difference in their fer- 
tility must be attributed to their different origin ; namely, to the 
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oae lot being derived from plants self-fertilised for four genera- 
tions and then crossed with a fresh stock ; to tho second lot being 
derived from plants of the same old stock intercrossed for five 
generations; and to the third lot being derived from plants self- 
fertilised for five generations. All the capsules, sorno nearly 
mature and somo only half-grown, were gathered, counted, and 
weighod from tho ten finest plnnts in each of tho three rows, of 
which tho measurements and weights have already been given. 
The intercrossed plants, as wo have seen, were taller aud con- 
siderably heavier than the plants of the other two lots, and they 
produced a greater number of capsulos than did evon the 
Wostorhom-crossod plants ; and this may bo attributed to the 
latter having grown more crowded and being in consequence loss 
branched. Therefore tho average weight of an equal number of 
capsules from each lot of plants seems to be the fairest standard 
of comparison, as their weights will have boon determined chiefly 
by tho number of tho included soods. As tho intercrossed plants 
were taller and heavior than the plants of tho other two lots, it 
might have been expected that they would have producedthe finest 
or heaviest capsules ; but this was vory far from ! icing tho case. 

The ton tallest Wostorham-crossed plants produced 111 ripe 
and unripe capsules, weighing 121 -2 grains. Therefore 100 of 
such capsules would have weighed 100 '18 grains. 

Tho ten tallest intercrossed plants produced 120 capsules, 
weighing 7G45 grains. Therefore 100 of these capsules would 
have weighed 59-20 grains. 

Tho ten tallest self-fertilised plants produced only 44 capsules, 
weighing 22 85 grains. Therefore 100 of these capsulos would 
have weighod 50 79 grains. 

From these data wo got tho following ratios for tho fertility of 
tho threo lots, as doduccd from the relative weights of on equal 
number of capsules from tho finest plants in each lot: 

Westorham-crossod plants to self-fertilised 



P lants as 100 to 46 

Wosterham-crossod plants to intercrossed plants as 100 to 54 
Intercrossed plants to self-fertilised plants . as 100 to 86 



We here sco how potent the influence of a cross with pollen 
from a fresh stock has been on the fertility of plnnts self-fertilised 
for four generations, in comparison with plants of the old stock 
whou either intercrossed or self-fertilised for five generations j the 
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flowers cn all these plants having been left to be freely crossed 
by insects or to fertilise themsolves. The Westorham-crossod 
plants were also much taller and heavier plants than the self- 
fertilised, lxrth in the pots and open ground ; but they were less 
tall and heavy than the intercrossed plants. This latter result, 
however, would almost certainly have been reversed, if the 
plants hod been allowed to grow for another month, as the 
Weeterham-crosscd wore still growing vigorously, whilst tho 
intercrossed had almost ceased to grow. This case reminds us of 
the somewhat analogous one of Eschscholtzia, in which plants 
raised from a cross with a fresh stock did not grow higher than 
the self-fertilised or intercrossed plants, but produced a greater 
number of seed-capsules, which contained a far larger average 
number of seeds. 

Colour of the Flowers on the above Three Lots of Plants . — The 
original mother-plant, from which the fi vo successive self-fertilised 
generations were raised, bore dingy purple flowers. At no time 
was any selection practised, and tho plants were subjected in 
each generation to extremely uniform conditions. The result 
was, as in some previous cases, that the flowers on all the self- 
fertilised plants, both in tho pots and open ground, were 
absolutely uniform in tint; this being a dull, rather peculiar 
flesh colour. This uniformity was very striking in the long row 
Of plants growing in the open ground, and these first attracted 
my attention. I did not notice in which generation the original 
colour began to chango and to become uniform, but I have every 
reason to beliove that the change was gradual. The flowers on 
the intercrossed plants were mostly of the same tint, but not 
nearly so uniform os those on the self-fertilised plants, and many of 
them were pale, approaching almost to white. The flowers on tho 
plants from the croBS with the purple-flowered Westcrham stock 
were, as might have been expected, mnch more purple and not 
nearly so uniform in tint Tho self-fertilised plants were also 
remarkably uniform in height, as judged by the eye; the inter- 
crossed less so, whilst tho Westorham-crossod plants varied much 
in height. 

Niootiaka tahaocm. 

This plant offers a curious case. Out of six trials with crossed 
and self-fertilised plants, belonging to three successive genera- 
tions, in one alono did tho crossed show any marked superiority 
in height over the self-fertilised ; in four of tho trials they wore 
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approximately equal ; and in one (i.e., in the first generation) 
the self-fertilised plants were greatly superior to the crossed. 
Xu no case did the capsules from flowers fertilised with pollen 
from a distinct plant yield many more, and sometimes they yielded 
much Tower seeds than the capsules from self-fertilised flowers. 
But when the flowers of one variety were crossed with pollen 
from a slightly different variety, which had grown under 
somewhat different conditions,— that is, l>y a fresh stock, — the 
seedlings derived from this cross exceeded in height and weight 
those from the self-fertilised flowers in an extraordinary degree. 

Twelve flowers on some plants of the common tobacco, raised 
from purchased seeds, were crossed with pollen from a distinct 
plant of the same lot, and these produced ten capsules. Twelve 
flowers on the same plants were fertilised with their own Jiollen, 
and produced eleven capsules. The seeds in the ten crossed 
capsules weighed 31-7 grains, whilst those in ten of tho self- 
fertilised capsules weighed 47-67 grains; or ns 100 to 150. The 
much greater productiveness of the self-fertilisod than of the 
crossed capsules can hardly bo attributed to chance, as all the 
capsules of both lots were vory line and healthy ones. 

Tho seeds were placed on sand, and several pairs in an equal 
stato of germination were planted on the opposite sides of three 
pots. The remaining seeds were thickly sown on the two sides 
of Pot IV., so that the plants in this pot were much crowded. 
The tallest plant on each side of each pot was measured. Whilst 
the plants were quite young tho four tallest crossed plants 
averaged 7 87 inches, and tho four tallest self-fertilised 14 87 
inches in height ; or os 100 to 189. The heights at this age are 
given in the two left-hnud columns of the following table. 

When in full flower tho tallest plants on each side woro again 
measured (see tho two right-hand columns), with tho following 
result But I should state that the pots were not large enough, 
and the plants never grew to their proper height. Tho four 
tallest crossed plants now averaged 18 -5, and the four tallest 
self-fertilised plants 32-75 inches in height; or as 100 to 178. 
In all four pots a self-fertilised plant flowered before any one of 
the crossed. 

In Pot IV., in which the plants were oxtremely crowded, the 
two lots were at first oqunl ; and ultimately the tallest crossed 
plant exceeded by a trifle tho tallust self-fertilised plant. This 
recalled to my mind an analogous case in the one generation of 
Petunia, in which the self-fertilised plants were throughout 
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Tabus LXXXIV. 




their growth taller than the crossed in all the pots except 
in the crowded one. Accordingly another trial was made, and 
some of the same crossed and self-fertilised seeds of tobacco 
were sown thickly on opposite sides of two additional pots; the 
plants being left to grow up much crowded. When they were 
between 13 and 14 inches in height there was no difference 
betwoen the two sides, nor was there any marked difference 
when the plants had grown as tall as they could ; for in ono pot 
the tallest crossed plant was 26J inches in height, and exceeded 
by 2 inches the tallest self-fertilised plant, whilst in the other 
pot, the tallest crossed plant was shorter by 31 inches than the 
tallest self-fertilised plant, which was 22 inches in height 
As the plants did not grow to their proper height in the above 
small pots in Table LXXXIV., four crossed and four self-fertilised 
plants were raised from the same seed, and were planted in pairs 
on the opposite sides of four very large pota containing rich soil ; 
so that they were not exposed to at all severe mutual competition. 
When those plants were in flower I neglected to measure them, 
but record in my notes that all four self- fertilised plants ex- 
ceeded in height the four crossed plants by 2 or 3 inches. We 
have seen that the flowors on the original or parent-plants which 
were crossed with pollen from a distinct plant yielded much fewer 
seeds than those fertilised with their own pollen ; and the trial 
just given, as well as that in Table LXXXIV., show ns clearly 
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that the plants raised from the crossed seeds were inferior in 
height to those from the self-fertilised seeds ; but only when not 
greatly crowded. When crowded and thus subjected to very severe 
competition, the crossed and self-fertilised plants were nearly 
equal in height 

('rout'd and self -fertilised Plants of the Second Generation . — 
Twelve flowers on the crossed plants of the last generation 
growing in the four large pots just mentioned, were crossed with 
pollen from a crossed plant growing in one of the other pots ; 
and twelve flowers on the self-fertilised plants were fertilised 
with their own pollen. All these flowers of both lots pro- 
duced fine capsules. Ten of the crossed capsules contained by 
weight 88-92 grains of seeds, and ten of the self-fertilised 
capsules 87 '74 grains ; or as 100 to 97. Some of these seeds in 
an equal stato of germination were planted in pairs on the 
opposite sides of fivo large pots. A good many of the crossed 
seeds germinated before the self-fertilised, and were of course 
rejected. The plants thus raised were measured when several 
of them wore in full flower. 



Tab lb LXXXV. 
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The thirteen crossed plants hore average 39 85, and the 
thirteen self- fertilised plants 31-82 inches in height; or as 100 
to 81. But it would bo a very much fairer plan to excludo all 
the starved plants of only 10 inches and under in height ; and 
in this case the nino remaining crossed plants average 53-84, 
and the seven remaining self-fertilisod plants 51-78 inches in 
height, or as 100 to 96; and this difference is so small that the 
crossed and self-fertilised plants may be considered as of equal 
heights. 

In addition to these plants, three crossed plants were planted 
separately in three large pots, and three self-fertilised plants in 
throe other large pots, so that they were not exposed to any 
competition; and now the self-fertilised plants exceeded the 
crossed in height by a littlo, for the three crossed averaged 55 • 91, 
and the three self-fertilised 59-16 inches; or as 100 to 106. 

Crossed and self -fertilised Plants of the Third Generation.— At I 
wished to ascertain, firstly, whother those Bclf-fertiliscd plants of 
the last generation, which greatly exceeded in height their crossed 
opponents, would transmit the same tendency to their offspring, 
and secondly, whether they possessed the same sexual constitu- 
tion, I selected for experiment the two self-fertilised plants 
marked A and B in Pot III. in Table LXXXV., os these two 

Tabu LXXXVI. 

Xicotiana tabacum ( Third Generation). 

Seedlings from the Self-fertilised Plant A in Pot III , 

Table LXXX V., of the last or Second Generation. 







| ^From SrifofertUiMd 


No. of Fot. 










Generation. 


t 


MO? 


lD 98** 




91 


79 


11. 


1102 


591 




100| 




III. 


104 


79f 


IV. 


SI 




Total in inches. 


666-75 


557-25 
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were of nearly equal height, and were greatly superior to then- 
crossed opponents. Four Bowers on each plant were fertilised 
with their own pollen, and four others on the same plants were 
crossed with pollen from one of the crossed plants growing in 
another pot. This plan differs from that before followed, in 
which seedlings from crossed plants again crossed, have been 
compared with seedlings from self-fertilised plants again self- 
fertilised. The seeds from tho crossed and self-fertilised capsules 
of tho aliove two plants were placed in separato watch-glasses and 
compared, but were not weighed; and in both cases thoso from 
the crossed capsules seemed to be rather less numerous than 
thoso from the self-fertilised capsules. These seeds wore planted 
in tho usual manner, and the heights of tho crossed and self- 
fertilised seedlings, when fully grown, are given in the preceding 
and following table, LXXXVI. and LXXXVII. 

Tho seven crossed plants in tho first of these two tables average 
95-25, and the seven self-fertilised 79-6 inches in height ; or as 
100 to 83. In half tho pots a crossed plant, and in the other 
half a self-fertilised plant flowered first. 

We now come to the seedlings raised from the other parent- 
plant B. 
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The seven crossed plants (for two of them died) here average 
70-78 inches, and the nine self-fertilised plants 71'8 inches in 
height ; or as 100 to barely 101. In four ont of these five pots, 
• self-fertilised plant flowered before any one of the crossed 
plants. So that, differently from the last case, the self-fertilised 
plants are in some respects slightly superior to the crossed. 

If we now consider the crossed and self-fertilised plants of the 
three generations, we find an extraordinary diversity in their 
relative heights. In the first generation, the crossed plants were 
inferior to the self-fertilised as 100 to 178 ; and the flowers on 
the original parent-plants which were crossed with pollen from a 
distinct plant yieldod much fewer seeds than tho self-fertilised 
flowers, in the proportion of 100 to 150. But it is a strange fact 
that the self-fertilised plants, which were subjected to very severe 
competition with the crossed, had on two occasions no advan- 
tage over thorn. The inferiority of tho crossed plants of this first 
generation cannot bo attributed to the immaturity of the seeds, 
for I carefully examined them ; nor to the seeds lieing diseased 
or in any way injured in some one capsule, for the contents of 
the ten crossed capsules were mingled together and a fow taken 
by chanco for sowing. In the second generation tho crossed and 
self-fertilistd plants were nearly o<iual in height. In the third 
generation, crossed and self-fertilised seeds were obtained from 
two plants of the previous generation, and the seedlings raised 
from them differed remarkably in constitution ; tho crossed in the 
one case excooded tho self-fertilised in height in tho ratio of 100 
to 83, and in the other case were almost equal. This difference 
between the two lots, raised at tho same timo from two plants 
growing in the same pot, and treated in every respect alike, as 
well as the extraordinary superiority of the self-fertilised over 
the crossed plants in tho first generation, considered together, 
make me believe that some individuals of the present species 
differ to a certain extent from others in their sexual affinities (to 
use the term employed by Gartner), like closely allied spocios of 
the same genus. Consequently if two plants which thus differ 
are crossed, the seedlings suffer and ore beaten by those from 
the self-fertilised flowers, in which the sexual elements are of 
the same nature. It is known* that with our domestic animals 



* I have given evidence on mastication,’ chap. xviii. 2nd edit, 
this head in my • Variation^/ voL ii. p. 146. 
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certain individuals are sexually incompatible, and will not 
produce offspring, although fertile with other individuals. But 
Kblreuter lias recorded a case • which bears more closely on our 
present one, as it shows that in the genus Nicotians the varieties 
differ in their sexual affinities. He experimented on five 
varieties of the common tobacco, and proved that they were 
varieties by showing that they were perfectly fertile when re- 
ciprocally crossed ; but one of those varieties, if used either as 
the lather or the mother, was more fertile than any of the others 
when crossod with a widely distinct species, .V. jfutmoso. As the 
different varieties thus differ in their sexual affinities, there is 
nothing surprising in the individuals of the same variety differ- 
ing in a like manner to a slight degree. 

Taking the plants of the three generations altogether, the 
crusaod show no superiority over the eelf-fortilised, and I can 
account for this fact only by supposing that with this species, 
which is perfectly self-fertile without insect aid, most of the indi- 
viduals are in the same condition, as those of the samo variety 
of tho common pea and of a few other exotic plants, which 
have boon self-fertilised for many generations. In such cases a 
cross between two individuals does no good ; nor does it in any 
case, unless the individuals differ in general constitution, cither 
from so-called spontaneous variation, or from their progenitors 
having lieen subjected to different conditions. I believe that 
this is tho true explanation in tho present instance, Isx-ause, as 
we shall immediately see, the offspring of plants, which did not 
profit at all by being crossed with a plant of the same stock, 
profited to an extraordinary degree by a cross with a slightly 
different sub-variety. 

The Efftcti of a Cron with a /nth Stock .— I procured somo seed 
of -V. tahacum from Kew and raised some plants, which formed 
a slightly different suli-varioty from my former plants ; os the 
flowers were a shade pinker, tho leaves a little more pointed and 
the plants not quite bo tall. Therefore the advantage in height 
which tho seedlings gained by this cross cannot lie attributed to 
direct inheritance. Two of the plants of the third self-fertilised 
generation, growing in Pots II. and V. in Table I. XX XVII., 
which oxceeded in height their crossed op|«onents (as did their 
parents in a still higher degree) were fertilised with pollen 
from the Kew plants, that is, by a fresh stock. The seedlings 

* 4 Dus Ceachlccbt der Pflanzen, Zweite Fortsetsang,’ 1764, p. 55 - 60 . 
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thus raised may I* called the Kew-crossed. Some other flowers 
on the same two plants were fertilised with their own pollen, 
and the seedlings thus raised form the fourth self-fertilised 
generation. The crossed capsules produced by the plant in 
Pot n.. Table LXXXVH., were plainly less fine than tlie self- 
fertilised capsules on the same plant. In Pot V. the one finwt 
capsule was also a self-fertilised one; but the seeds produced 
by the two crossed capsules together exceeded in number those 
produced by the two self-fertilised capsules on the same plant. 
Therefore as far as the flowers on the parent-plants are con- 
cerned, a cross with pollen from a fresh stock did little or no 
good ; and I did not expect that the offspring would have re- 
ceived any benefit, but in this I was completely mistaken. 

The crossed and self-fertilised seeds from the two plants were 
plaaed on bare sand, and very many of the crossed seeds of both 
sets germinated before the self-fertilised seeds, and protruded 
their radicles at a quicker rate. Hence many of tho crossed 
seeds had to lie rejected, before pair* in an equal state of germina- 
tion were obtained for planting on the opposite sides of sixteen 
large pots. The two series of seedlings raised from the parent- 
plants in the two Pots II. and V. were kept separate, and when 
fully grown were measured to the tips of their highest leaves, as 
shown in the following double table. But as there was no uniform 
difference in height between the crossed and self-fertilised seed- 
lings raised from the two plants, their heights have been added 
together in calculating the averages. I should state that by the 
accidental fall of a large bush in the greenhouse, several plants 
in both the scries were much injured. These were at once 
measured together with their opponents and afterwards thrown 
awsy. The others wore left to grow to their full height, and 
were measured when in flower. This accident accounts for the 
small height of some of the pairs ; bnt as all the pairs, whether 
only partly or fully grown, were measured at the same time, the 
measurements are fair. 

The average height of tho twenty-six crossed plants in the six- 
teen pots of the two series is G3‘29, and that of tho twenty- 
six self-fertilised plants is 41'67 inches; or as 100 to 66. The 
superiority of the crossed plants was shown in another way. 
for in every one of the sixteen pots a crossed plant flowered 
before a self-fertilised one, with tho exception of Pot VI. of the 
second aeries, in which the plants on the two sides flowered 
simultaneously. 

p 2 
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Table LXXXVHL 
Nicotiana tubacum. 

Plant! railed from two Plants of the Third Self -fat Hind 
Generation in Pott II. and F, in Table LXXX VII. 




Somo of the remaining seeds of both series, whether or not in 
» stato of germination, were thickly sown on tho opposite sides 
of two very large pots ; and tho six highest plants on each side 
of each pot were measured after they had grown to nearly their 
full height. But their heights wore much less than in the 
former trials, owing to their extremely erowdod condition. Even 
whilst quite young, the crossed seedlings manifestly had much 
broader and finer leaves than the self-fertilised seedlings. 
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Tablx LXXXIX. 
Xicotiana tabacum. 



Plant, of the nme parentage as Mow in Table 1. XXXVIII., 
but grown extremely crowded in two large pot,. 




parent-plants (the same as in the last experiment) was sown on 
the 1st of July in four long parallel and separate rows in good soil 
in the open ground ; so that tho seedlings were not subjected to 
any mutual competition. The Bummer was wet and unfavourable 
for their growth. Whilst the seedlings wore very small the two 
crossed rows had a clear advantage over the two self-fertilised 
rows. When fully grown the twenty tallest crossed plants and 
the twenty tallest self-fertilised plants were selected and mea- 
sured on the 11th of November to tho extremities of their leaves, 
as shown in the following table (XC.). Of the twenty crossed 
plants, twclvo had flowered ; whilst of tho twenty self-fertilised 
plants, one alone had flowered. 
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Table XC. 



Plant s railed from the lame icedi as in the last two experiments, 
but sown separately in the open ground, so as not to compete 
together. 




The twenty tallest crossed plants here average 48- 74, and the 
twenty tallest self-fertilised 85'2 inches in height; or as 100 to 
72. Thcso plants after being measured were cut down close to 
the ground, and the tweuty crossed plants weighed 1U5-75 
ounces, and the twenty self-fertilised plants 123-25 ounoes; or 
as 100 to 63. 

In the three preceding tables, LXXXVin., LXXXIX., and 
XC., we have the measurements of fifty-six plants derived from 
two plants of the third self-fertilised generation crossed with 
pollen from a fresh stock, and of fifty-six plants of the fourth self- 
fertilised generation derived from the same two plants. These 
crossed and self-fertilised plants were treated in three different 
ways, having been put, firstly, into moderately close competition 
with ono another in pots ; secondly, having been subjected to 
unfavourable conditions and to very severe competition from 
being greatly crowded in two large pots ; and thirdly, having 
being sown separately in opon and good ground, so ns not to 
suffer from any mutual competition. In all these cases the 
crossed plants in each lot were greatly superior to tire self- 
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fertilised. This was shown in several ways,— by the earlier 
germination of the crossed seeds, by the more rapid growth of 
the seedlings whilst quite young, by the earlier flowering of the 
mature plants, aa well as by the greater height which they 
ultimately attained. The superiority of the crossed plants was 
shown still more plainly when the two lots were weighed ; the 
weight of the crossed plants to that of the self-fertilised in the 
two crowded pots being as 100 to 87. Better evidence could 
hardly be desired of the immense advantage derived from a 
cross with a fresh stock. 

XXVI. PBIMULACEdi — Cyclamen pebsicum.* 

Ten flowers crossed with pollen from plants known to be 
distinct seedlings, yielded nine capsules, containing on an 
average 34 ’2 seeds, with a maximum of sevonty-soven in one. 
Ton flowors self-fertilised yieldod eight capsules, containing on 
an average only 18 ' 1 seeds, with a maximum of twenty-five in one. 
This gives a ratio of 100 to 38 for the average number of seeds 
per capsule for the crossed and self-fertilised flowers. The 
flowers lrnng downwards, and as the stigmas stand close beneath 
the anthers, it might have been expected that pollen would, 
have fallen on them, and that they would have been spontaneously 
self-fertilised ; but these covered-up plants did not produce a 
single capsule. On some other occasions uncovered plants in 
the same greenhouso produced plenty of capsules, and I suppose 
that the flowors had been visited by bees, which could hardly 
fail to carry pollen from plant to plant 
The seeds obtained in the manner just described were placed 
on sand, and after germinnting were planted in pairs,— tliree 
crossed and three self-fertilised plants on the opposite sides of 
four pots. When the leaves were 2 or 8 inches in length, 
including the foot-stalks, the seedlings on both sides were 
equal. In the course of a month or two the crossed plants began 
to show a slight superiority over the self-fortilised, which 
steadily increased ; and the crossed flowered in all four pots some 
weeks before, and much more profusely than the self-fertilised. 
The two tallest flower-stems on the crossed plants in each pot 
were now measured, and the average height of the eight stems 



* Cyclamen repandum, accord- p. 150), is protorandrous, and this 
tngtolA-ocq (‘ Geographic Botan- 1 believe to be the caao with C. 
ipue de l’Europe,’ tom. viii. 1858, pertiettm. 
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was 9-49 inches. After a considerable interval of time the 
self-fertilised plants flowered, and several of their flower-stems 
(bnt I forgot to record how man;) were ronghl; measured, and 
their average height was a little under 7 5 inches; so that the 
flower-stems on the crossed plants to those on the self-fertilised 
were at least as 100 to 79. The reason why I did not make 
more careful measurements of the self-fertilised plants was, that 
they looked such poor specimens that I determined to have them 
re-potted in larger pots and in the following year to measure 
them carefully ; but we shall see that this was partly frustrated 
by so fow flowor-stems being thon produced. 

These plants were left uncovered in the greenhouse ; and the 
twelve crossed plants produced forty capsules, whilst the 
twelve self-fertilised plants produced only five ; or as 100 to 12. 
But this difference does not givo a just idea of the relative 
fertility of the two lots. I counted the seeds in one of tho finest 
capsules on the crossed plants, and it contained seventy-throe ; 
whilst the finest of tho five capsules produced by the self- 
fertilised plants contained only thirty-five good seeds. In the 
other four capsules most of the seeds were barely half os large 
as those in the crossed capsules. 

Table XCL 
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In the following year the crossed plants again bore many 
flowers before the self-fertilised boro a single ono. The three 
tallest flower-stems on the crossed plants in each of the pots 
were measured, as shown in Table XCI. In I’ots I. and II. the 
•elf-fertilised plants did not produce • single flower-stem; in 
Pot IV. only one ; and in Pot IIL six, of which the throe tallest 
wore measured. 

The average height of the twelve flower-stems on the crossed 
plants is 9 -99, and that of the four flower-stems on the self- 
fertilised plants 7-37 inches ; or as 100 to 74. The self-fertilised 
plants were miserable specimens, whilst the crossed ones looked 
very vigorous. 



Anaoallis. 

Anagallu collina, ear. grand, flora ( pah red and blua-flowerrd 
tub-varietica). 

Firstly, twenty-five flowers on some plants of the red variety 
were crossed with pollen from a distinct plant of the c.™* 
variety, and produced ten capsules; thirty-one flowers were 
fertilised with their own pollon, and produced eighteen cnpsuloi. 
These plants, which were grown in pots in the greenhouse, were 
evidently in a very sterile condition, and the seeds in both 
Mts of capsules, especially in the self-fertilised, although 
numerous, were of so poor a quality that it was very difficult 
to determine which were good and wliioh bad. But as fur us I 
could judge, the crossed capsules contained on an average 6 3 
good seeds, with a maximum in one of thirteen ; whilst the 
•alf-fertilised contained 6 '03 such seeds, with a nmiimnm j n 
one of fourteen. 

Secondly, eloven flowers on the red variety were castrated 
whilst young aud fertilised with pollen from the blue variety, 
and this cross evidently much increased their fertility; for tho 
eleven flowers yielded Beven capsules, which contained on an 
average twice os muny good seeds as before, viz., 12 7 ; with a 
maximum in two of tho capsules of seventeen seeds. Therefore 
those crossed capsules yielded seeds compared with those in tho 
foregoing self-fertilised capsules, as 100 to 48. These seeds were 
also conspicuously larger than those from the cross between two 
individuals of tho same red variety, and genniuated much more 
freely. Tho flowers on most of the plants produoed by tho cross 
between the two-coloured varieties (of which several were raised), 
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took after their mother, and were rcd-oolonred. Bnt on two of 
the plants the flowers were plainly stained with blue, and to 
such a degree in one case as>to he almost intermediate in tint. 

The crossed seeds of the two foregoing kinds and the self- 
fertilised were sown on the opposite sides of two large |»ts, and 
the seodlings wore measured when fully grown, as shown in the 
two following tables 



Tablk xcn. 




As the plants of the two lots are few in number, they may be 
run together for the general average; bnt I may first state that 
the height of the seedlings from the cross between two individuals 
of the red variety is to that of the self-fertilised plants of the red 
variety as 100 to 73 ; whereas the height of the crossed offiipring 
from the two varieties to the self-fertilised plants of the red 
varioty is as 100 to 66. So that the cross between the two 
varieties is here seen to be tho most advantageous. The average 
weight of all six crossed plants in the two lots taken together is 
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48-20, and that of the six self-fertilised plants 83' 25 ; or as 100 
to 69. 

These six crossed plants produced spontaneously twenty-six 
capsules, whilst the six self-fertilised plants produced only two, 
or as 100 to 8. There is therefore the same extraordinary 
difference in fertility between the crossed and self-fertilised 
plants as in the last genus, Cyclamen, which belongs to the some 
family of the Primulaccso. 



Primula vxrib. Brit. Flora. 

(For. officinalis, Linn.). The Cowslip. 

Most of the species in this genus are heterostyled or 
dimorphic; that is, they present two forms,— one long-styled 
with short stamens, and the other short-styled with long 
stamens.* For complete fertilisation it is necessary that 
pollen from the one form should be applied to tho stigma 
of the other form ; and this is effected under nature by insects. 
Such unions, and the seedlings raised from them, 1 have 
called legitimate. If one form is fertilised with pollen 
from the same form, the full complement of seed is not pro- 
duced ; and in the case of some heterostyled genera no seed at 
all is produced. Such unions, and the seedlings raised from 
them, 1 have called illegitimate. Theao seedlings are often 
dwarfed and more or less sterile, like hybrids. I possessed 
some long-styled plants of 1‘. writ, which during four successive 
generations had been produced from illegitimate unions be- 
tween long-styled plants ; they were, moreover, in some degree 
inter-related, and had been subjected all the time to similar 
conditions in pots in the greenhouse. As long as they were 
cultivated in this maimer, they grew well and wero healthy and 
fertile. Their fertility oven increased in the later generations, 
as if they were liecoming habituated to illegitimate fertilisation. 
Plants of tho first illegitimate generation when taken from the 
greenhouse and planted in moderately good soil out of doors 
grew well and were healthy j but wlion thoso of the two last 
illegitimate generations were thus treated they became exces- 
sively sterile and dwarfed, and remained so during the following 

* See my work, • The Diflbront papers in ‘ Journal of Proc. I-inn. 

Forma of Flowers on Plants of Sac.' vol. vi. 1862, ii. 77, and vol. 

the same Species,' 1877, or my x. 1867, p. 398. 
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year, by which time they ought to hare become accustomed to 
growing out of doors, so that they must have possessed a weak 
constitution. 

Under these circumstances, it seemed advisable to ascertain 
what would be the effect of legitimately crossing long-styled 
plants of the fourth illegitimate generation with pollen taken from 
non-rclated short-styled plants, growing under different con- 
ditions. Accordingly several flowers on plants of the fourth 
illegitimate generation (i.e., great-great-grandchildren of plants 
which had been legitimately fertilised), growing vigorously in pots 
in the greenhouse, were legitimately fertilised with pollen from 
an almost wild short-styled cowslip, and these flowers yielded 
some fino capsules. Thirty other flowers on the samo illegi- 
timate plants were fertilised with their own pollen, and these 
yielded seventeen capsules, containing on an average thirty-two 
seeds. This is a high degree of fertility ; higher, I believe, than 
that which generally obtains with illegitimately fertilised long- 
styled plants growing out of doors, and higher than that of the 
previous illegitimate generations, although their flowers were 
fertilised with pollen taken from a distinct plant of the same 
form. 

These two lots of seeds were sown (for they will not germinate 
well when placed on bore sand) on the opposite sides of four 
pots, and the seedlings were thinned, so that an equal number 
wore left on the two sides. For some time there was no marked 
difference in height between the two lots ; and in Pot III., Table 
XCUI., the self-fertilised plants were rather the tallest But by 
the time that they had thrown up young flower-stems, the 
legitimately crossed plants appeared much the finest, and had 
greener and larger leaves. The breadth of the largest leaf on 
each plant was measured, and those on tho crossed plants were 
on an average a quarter of an inch (exactly 28 of an inch) 
broader than those on the self-fertilised plants. The plants, 
from being too much crowded, produced poor and short flower^ 
stems. The two finest on each side were measured ; tho eight 
on the legitimately crossed plants averaged 4 '08, and tho eight on 
the illegitimately self-fertilised plants averaged 2 '93 inches in 
height; or as 100 to 72. 

The- o plants after they had flowered wero turned out of their 
pots, and planted in fairly good soil in the open ground. In 
the following year (1870), when in full flower, the two tallest 
flower-Btems on each aide were again measured, as shown in the 
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following table, which likewise gives the somber of flower-stems 
produced on both sides of all the pots. 



Table XCIH. 
Primula vrrit. 



SaofPtoC 


t^tre^rna,. 


IUegiUiiui«ly*elf-fertill^ 


H ^° 




H-iphUn 


IXa of Flower- 


L 


8 


16 i 


3 2 ! 


8 


“• 1 


1 2, 


16 


*1 


3 


- 


*1 


16 




4 


nr. 


a i 


14 


l| 


5 


Total. | 


86 ' 24 l 


62 


25*75 


15 



The average height of the eight tallest flower-stems on the 
crossed plants is here 7'03 inches, and that of the eight tallest 
flower-stems on tho self-fertilised plants 3 - 2I inches; or as 
100 to 46. We see, also, that tho crossed plants bore sixty-two 
flower-stems; that is, above fonr times as many as those (viz., 
fifteen) borno by the self-fertilised plants. Tho flowers wore 
left exposed to the visits of insects, and as many plants of 
both forms grew close by, they must have been legitimately 
and naturally fertilised. Under these circumstances the 
crossed plants produced 321 capsules, whilst the self-fertilised 
produced only 1C ; and these were all produced by a single 
plant in Pot II., which was much finer than any other self- 
fertilised plant Judging by the number of capsules produced, 
tho fertility of an equal number of crossed and self-fertilised 
plants was as 100 to 5. 

In the succeeding year (1871) I did not count all the flower- 
stems on these plants, but only thoso which produced cap- 
sules containing good seeds. The season was unfavourable, and 
the crossed plants producod only forty such flower-stems, bearing 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 




222 



PRIMULA VERIS. 



Chat. VL 



168 good capsules, whilst the self-fertilised plants produced 
only two such flower-stems, bearing only 6 capsules, half of 
which were very poor ones. So that the fertility of the two lots, 
judging by the number of capsules, was as 100 to 3’5. 

In considering the great difference in height and tho wonderful 
difference in fertility between the two sets of plants, we should 
bear in mind that this is tho result of two distinct agencies. 
The Bolf-fertilised plants were the product of illegitimate fertili- 
sation during five successive generations, in all of which, ex- 
cepting the last, the plants had been fertilised with pollen taken 
from a distinct individual belonging to the same form, but which 
was more or leas closely related. The plants had also been 
subjected in each generation to closely similar conditions. This 
treatment alone, as I know from other observations, would have 
greatly reduced the size and fertility of the offspring. On the 
other hand, the crossed plants wore the offspring of long-styled 
plants of the fourth illegitimate generation legitimately crossed 
with pollen from a short-styled plant, which, as well as its pro- 
genitors, had been exposed to very different conditions ; and this 
latter circumstance alone would have given great vigour to the 
offspring, as we may infer from the several analogous cases 
already given. How much proportional weight ought to be at- 
tributed to these two agencies,— the one tending to injure the 
self-fertilised offspring, and the other to benefit the crossed 
offspring,— cannot bo determined. But we shall immediately 
see that the greater part of the benefit, as far as increased 
fertility is concerned, must be attributed to the cross having 
been made with a fresh stock. 

Primula veris. 

Equal-thjled and red-mourned tar. 

I have described in my paper ‘ On the Illegitimate Unions of 
Dimorphic and Trimorphic Plants' this remarkable variety, which 
was sent to me from Edinburgh by Mr. J. Scott It possessed a 
pistil proper to the long-styled form, and stamens proper to the 
short-styled form ; so that it had lost the hctcroetyled or dimor- 
phic character common to most of the species of the gonna, 
and may be compared with an hermaphrodite form of a bi- 
sexual animal. Consequently the pollen and stigma of the 
same flower are adapted for complete mutual fertilisation, instead 
of its being necessary that pollen should bo brought from one 
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form to another, as in the common cowslip. From the stigma 
and anthers standing nearly on the some level, the flowers are 
perfectly self-fertile when insects are excluded. Owing to the 
iortnnate existence of this variety, it is possible to fertilise its 
flowers in a legitimate manner with their own pollen, and to 
cross other flowers in a legitimate manner with pollen from 
another variety or fresh stock. Thus the offspring from both 
unions can be compared quite fairly, free from any donbt from 
the injurious effects of an illegitimate union. 

The plants on which I experimented had been raised during 
two successive generations from spontaneously self-fertilised 
seeds produced by plants under a net ; and as the variety is 
highly self-fertile, its progenitors in Edinburgh may have been 
self-fertilised during some previous generations. Several flowers 
on two of my plants were legitimately crossed with pollen from 
a short-styled common cowslip growing almost wild in my 
orchard ; so that the cross was between plants which had been 
subjected to considerably different conditions. 8everal other 
flowers on the same two plants were allowed to fertilise them- 
selves under a net ; and this union, as already explained, is a 
legitimate one. 

The crossed and self-fertilised seeds thus obtained wore sown 
thickly on the opposite sides of three pots, and the seedlings 
thinned, so that on equal number were left on the two sides. 
The seedlings during the first year were nearly equal in 
height, excepting in Pot III., Tablo XCIV., in which the self- 
fertilised plants had a decided advantage. In the autumn the 
plants were bedded out, in their pots; owing to this circum- 
stance, and to many plants growing in each pot, they did not 
flourish, and none were very productive in seeds. But the 
conditions were perfectly equal and fair for both sides. In the 
following spring I record in my notes that in two of the pots 
the crossed plants are " incomparably the finest in general 
appearance,” and in all three pots they flowered before the self- 
fertilised. When in full flower the tallest flower-stem on each 
side of each pot was measured, and the number of the flower- 
stems on both sides counted, as shown in the following table. 
The plants were left uncovered, and as other plants were growing 
close by, the flowers no doubt were crossed by insects. When 
the capsules were ripe they were gathered and counted, and 
the result is likewise shown in the following table 
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Tabu XCIV. 

Primula verie (eyual-etyled, red- flowered variety). 



No. of Pot 




Sclf-fertlli^d Plant*. 
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! n u ‘ le8 [ o 
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hag? 

| <>l 


No. of 
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6 
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| 12 jEj 1 
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1 ,0 1 1 


• 1 


0 

26 
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260 


33 206 


j ».| 


13 | 


32 



The average height of the three tallest flower-stems on the 
crossed plants is 8 66 inches, and that of the threo on the 
self-fertilised plants 7 ’83 inches; or as 100 to 85. 

All the crossed plants together produced thirty-three flower- 
stems, whilst the self-fertilised bore only thirteen. The number 
of the capsules was counted only on the plants in Pots L and ILL, 
for the self-fertilised plants in Pot II. produced none; therefore 
those on the crossed plants on the opposite side were not 
counted. Capsules not containing any good seeds were rejected. 
The crossed plants in the above two pots produced 206, and the 
self-fertilised in the same pots only 32 capsules ; or as 100 
to 15. Judging from the previous generations, the extreme 
unproductiveness of the self-fertilised plants in this experiment 
was wholly duo to their having been subjected to unfavourable 
conditions, and to severe competition with the crossod plants; 
for had they grown separately in good soil, it is almost certain 
that they would have produced a large number of capsules. 
Tho soods were oounted in twenty capsules from tho crossed 
plants, and they averaged 24 75; whilst in twenty cajwules 
from the self-fertilised plants the averago was 17 65; or as 
100 to 71. Moreover, the seeds from tho self-fertilised plants 
were not nearly so fine as those from tho crossed plants. If 
wo consider togethor the number of capsules producod and 
the average number of contained seeds, the fertility of the 
crossod plants to the self-fertilised plants was as 100 to 1L 
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Wc thus see what a great effect, as far as fertility is concerned, 
was produced by a cross between the two varieties, which had 
been long oxposod to different conditions, in comparison with 
■elf-fertilisation; the fertilisation having been in both cases of 
the legitimate order. 



Primula sinensis. 

As the Chinese primrose is a hcterostyled or dimorphic plant, 
like the common cowslip, it might have been expected that the 
flowers of both forms when illegitimately fertilised with their 
own pollen or with that from flowors on another plant of the 
samo form, would liavo yielded less Beed than the legitimately 
crossed flowers; and that the seedlings raised from illegiti- 
mately self-fertilised soeda would have been somewhat dwarfed 
and less fertile, in com|iarison with the seedlings from legiti- 
mately crossed seeds. This holds good in relation to the for- 
tility of the flowers; but to my surprise there was no difference 
in growth lietween the offspring from a legitimate nnion between 
two distinct plants, and from an illegitimate union whether 
between the flowers on the same plant, or lietween distinct plants 
of the same form. But I have shown, in tho work lately referred 
to, that in England this plant is in an abnormal condition, 
such as, judging from analogous cases, would tend to render a 
cross between two individuals of no benefit to the offspring. 
Our plants have been commonly raised from self-fertilised 
soods ; and the seedlings liavo generally been subjected to nearly 
uniform conditions in pots in greenhouses. Moreover, many of 
the plants are now varying and changing their character, so as 
to become in a greater or less degree equal-styled, and in con- 
aoqucnco highly self-fertile. From the analogy of P. writ there 
can hardly bo a doubt that if a plant of P. tinttuu could have 
been procured direct from China, and if it had been crossed 
with one of our English varieties, the o&pring would have 
ahown wonderful superiority in height and fertility (though 
probably not in the beauty of their flowers) ovor our ordinary 
plants. 

My first experiment consisted in fertilising many flowers on 
long-styled and short-styled plants with their own pollen, and 
other flowers on the samo plants with pollen taken from distinct 
plants belonging to the same form ; bo that all tho unions were 
illegitimate. There was no uniform and marked difference in 
Q 
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the number of seeds obtained from these two modes of self-fer- 
tilisation, both of which wero illegitimate. The two lots of seeds 
from both forms were sown thickly on opposite sides of four pots, 
and numerous plants thus raised. But there was no difference 
in their growth, excepting in one pot, in which the offspring 
from the illegitimate union of two long-stylod plants exceeded 
in n decoded manner in height the offspring of flowers on the 
samo plants fertilised with thoir own pollen. But in all four 
pots the plants raised from tho union of distinct plants lielonging 
to tho same form, flowered before the offspring from the self- 
fertilisod flowers. 

Somo long-styled and short-styled plants wore now raised from 
purchased seeds, and flowers on both forms were legitimately 
crossed with pollen from a distinct plant; and other flowers on 
both forms were illegitimately fertilised with pollen from the 
flowers on the same plant. The seeds were sown on opposite sides 
of Pots I. to IV. in the following table (XCV.) ; a single plant 
being left on each side. Several flowers on tho illegitimate long- 
styled and short-styled plants described in the last paragraph, 
were also legitimately and illegitimately fertilised in tho manner 
just described, and their seeds were sown in Pots V. to YHI. in 
the same table. As the two sots of seedlings did not differ in 
any essential manner, their measurements are given in a single 
table. I should add that tho legitimate unions in both cases 
yielded, as might have been expected, many more seeds than the 
illegitimate unions. The seedlings whilst half-grown presented 
no difference in height on the two sides of the several pots. 
When fully grown they were measured to the tips of their 
longest leaves, and the result is given in Table XCV. 

In six out of tho eight pots the legitimately crossed plants 
cxcoedcd in height by a trifle tho illegitimately self-fertilised 
plants; but the latter exceeded the former in two of the pots in a 
more strongly marked manner. The average height of the eight 
legitimately crossed plants is 9'01, and that of the eight illegi- 
timately self-fertilised 9 - 03 inches; or ns 100 to 100' 2. The 
plants on the opposite sides produced, as far as could bo judged 
by the eye, an equal number of flowers. I did not count the cap- 
sules or the seeds produced by them; but undoubtedly, judging 
from mnny previous observations, the plants derived from the 
legitimately crossed seeds would have been considerably more 
fertilo than those from the illegitimately self-fertilised seeds. 
The crossod plants, as in the previous case, flowered before the 
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Table XCV. 
Primula uneiuis. 
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•elf-fertilised plants in all the pots except in Pot £L, in which the 
two sides (lowered simultaneously; and this curly (lowering 
may, perhaps, be considered as an advantage. 

Q 2 
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XXVTL POLTGONEiE. — Fagoiyium bscclextcm. 

Tliis plant was discovered by Hildebrand to bo hcterostyled, 
that is, to present, like the spocios of Primula, a long-styled and a 
short-styled form, which are adapted for reciprocal fertilisation. 
Therefore the following comparison of the growth of the crossed 
and Holf-fertiliHed seedlings is not fair, for we do not know 
whether the difference in their heights may not be wholly due to 
the illegitimate fertilisation of tho self-fertilised flowers. 

I obtained seeds by legitimately crossing flowers on long-styled 
and short-styled plants, and by fertilising other flowers on both 
forms with pollen from tho samo plant. Rather more seeds were 
obtained by the former than by the latter process ; and the 
legitimately crossed seeds were heavier than an equal number 
of tho illegitimately Belf-fcrtilised seeds, in the ratio of 100 to 82. 
Crossed and self-fertilised seeds from tho short-styled ]>arcnt8, 
after germinating on sand, were planted in jmirs on tho opposite 
sides of a largo pot ; and two similar lots of seeds from long- 
styled parents were planted in a like manner on the opposite 
sides of two other pots. In all three pots tho legitimately crossed 
seedlings, when a few inches in height, were taller than the self- 
fertilised ; and in all three pots they flowered before them by one 
or two days. When fully grown they were all cut down close 
to the ground, and as I was pressed for time, they were placed 
in a long row, the cut end of one plant touching the tip of 
another, and tho total length of the legitimately crossed plants 
was 47 ft 7 in., and of the illegitimately self-fertilised plants 
.12 ft 8 in. Therefore the average height of the fifteen crossed 
Plants in all three pots was 38 06 inches, and that of tho fifteen 
self-fertilised plants 26 13 inches; or as 100 to 69. 



XXVIII. CHENOPODUCEvE.— B*ta vncAais. 

A single plant, no others growing in tho same garden, was 
left to furtiliso itself, and tho self-fertilised seeds were collected. 
Seeds were also collected from a plant growing in tho midst of a 
large bod in another garden ; and as tho incoherent pollen is 
abundant, the seeds of this plant will almost certainly have been 
the product of a cross between distinct plants by means of the 
wind. Some of tho two lots of seeds were sown on tho opposite 
sidos of two very large pots; and the young seedlings were 
thinned, so that an equal but considerable number was left on 
tho two sides. These plants were thus subjected to very severe 
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competition, os well as to poor conditions. The remaining seeds 
were sown out of doors in good soil in two long and not closely 
adjoining rows, so that these seedlings were placed under favour- 
able conditions, and were not subjected to any mutual com- 
petition. The self-fertilised seeds in the open ground came up 
very badly ; and on removing the soil in two or three places, it 
was found that many had sprouted undor ground and had 




The avorage height of the eight crossed plants is here 
84 '09, and that of tho eight self-fertilised plants 29*81 ; or as 
100 to 87. 

With respect to the plants in tho open ground, each long row 
was divided into half, so as to diminish the chance of any 
accidental advantage in one part of either row ; and the four 
tallest plants in the two halves of the two rows were carefully 
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selected and measured. The eight tal lest crossed plants averagod 
80-92, and tho eight tallest self-fertilised 80 7 inches in height, 
or as 100 to 99 ; so that they were practically equal. But we 
should bear in mind that the trial was not quite fair, as the 
self-fertilised plants had a great advantage over the crossed 
in being much less crowded in their own row, owing to the 
large number of seeds which had perished under ground after 
sprouting. Nor were the lots in the two rows subjected to any 
mutual competition. 

XXIX CANNACEiE. — Camra wabsciwiczi. 

In most or all the species belonging to this genus, the pollen 
is shed before the flower expands, and adheres in a to the 
foliaceous pistil close beneath the stigmatic surface. As the 
edgo of this mass generally touches tho edge of the stigma, and 
as it was ascertained by trials purposely made that a very few 
pollen -grains suffice for fertilisation, the present species and 
probably all the others of the genus arc highly self-fertile. 
Exceptions occasionally occur in which, from the stamen being 
slightly shortor than usual, the pollen isdeposited a little beneath 
the stigmatic surface, and such flowers drop off unimpreg- 
nated unless they are artificially fertilised. Sometimes, though 
rarely, the 6tamen is a little longer than usual, and then the 
whole stigmatic surface gets thickly covered with pollen. As 
some pollen is generally deposited in contact with tho edge of 
the stigma, certain authors have concluded that the flowers are 
invariably self-fertilised. This is an extraordinary conclusion, 
for it implies that a great amount of pollen is produced for no 
purpose. On this view, also, the largo size of the stigmatic 
surface is an unintelligible feature in tho structure of tho flower, 
as well as the relative position of all the parts, which is such 
that when insects visit the flowers to suck the copious nectar, 
they cannot fail to carry pollen from one flower to another. * 



• Delpino has describoil (‘ Dot. 
Zeituner. 1867. n 277. end • 



thinking tl< 

impossible, i 

the present species. Dr. Dickie and 
Prof. Faivre state that the flowers 



are feitilised in the bnd, and that 
self-fertilisation is inevitable. I 
presume that they were misled by 
the pollen being deposited at a 
very early period on the pistil : see 
• Jonmul of Linn. Soc, Dot.' vol. 
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According to Delpino, bees eagerly visit the flowers in North 
Italy, but 1 have never aeon any insect visiting the flowers of the 
present species in my hothouse, ulthough mauy plants grew 
tlierc during several years. Nevertheless these plants produced 
plenty of seed, as they likewise did when covered by a net ; they 
are therefore fully capable of self-fertilisation, and have probably 
been self-fertilised in this country for many generations. As 
they are cultivated in pots, and aro not exposed to competition 
with surrounding plants, they have also Uv-n subjected for a 
considerable time to somewhat uniform conditions. This, there- 
fore, is a case exactly parallel with that of the common pea, in 
which wo have no right to expect much or any good from 
intercrossing plants thus descended and thus treated; and 
no good did follow, excepting that the cross-fertilised flowers 
yielded rather more seeds than the self-fertilised. This species 
was one of the earlior ones on which I experimented, and as I 
had not then raised any self-fertilised plants for several successive 
generations under uniform conditions, I did not know or even 
suspect that such treatment would interfere with the advantages 
to be gained from a cross. I was therefore much surprised at 
the crosaod plants not growing more vigorously than tlio self- 
fertilised, and a largo number of plants were raised, notwith- 
standing that the present species is an extremely troublesome 
one to ex|«riment on. The seeds, even those which have been 
long soaked in water, will not germinate well on bare sand ; and 
those that woro sown in pots (which plan I was forced to follow) 
germinated at very unequal intervals of time; so that it was 
difficult to get pain of the same exact age, and many seedlings 
had to bo polled up and thrown away. My experiments were 
continued during three successive generations ; and in each 
generation the self-fertilised plants were again self-fertilised, 
their early progenitors in this country having probably been self- 
fertilised for many previous generations. In each generation, 
also, the crosaod plants were fertilised with potion from another 
crossed plant. 

Of the flowers which were crossed in the throe generations, 
taken together, a rather larger proportion yielded ca|«ulea than 
did those which were self-fertilised. The seeds were counted in 
forty-seven capsules from the crossed flowers, and they con- 
tained on un average O'M seeds; whereas forty-uight capsules 
from tho self-fertilised flowers contained on an average 8 -43 
seeds; or as 100 to 85. The seeds from the crossed flowers were 
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not heavier, on the contrary a little lighter, than those from the 
self-fertilixei] flowers, its was thrice ascertained. On one occasion 
I weighed 200 of the crossed and 106 of the self-fertilised seeds, 
and the relative weight of an equal number was as 100 for the 
crossed to 101 '5 for the self-fertilised. With other plants, when 
the seeds from the self-fertilised flowers were hoavicr than those 
from the crossed flowers, this appeared to ho due generally 
to fewer having been produced by the self-fertilised flowers, and 
to their having been in consequence better nourished. But in 
the present instance the seeds from the ctomod capsules were 
separated into two lots, — namely, those from the capsules con- 
taining over fourteen seeds, and those from capsules containing 
under fourteen seeds, and the seeds from the more productive 
capsules were the heavier of the two; so that the above explana- 
tion hero fails. 

As pollen is deposited at a vory oarly ago on tho pistil, gene- 
rally in contact with the stigma, some flowers whilst still in 
bad were castrated for my first experiment, and were afterwards 
fertilised with pollen from a distinct plant Other flowers were 
fertilised with their own pollen. From tho seeds thus ob- 
tained, I succeeded in rearing only three pairs of plants of equal 
age. The three crossed plants averaged 32 79 inches, and 
the throe self-fertilised 2 08 inches in height ; so that they 
were nearly equal, the crossed haring a slight advantage. As 
the same result followed in all throe generations, it would be 
superfluous to give the heights of all the plants, and I will give 
only the averages. 

In order to raise crossed and self-fertilised plants of the second 
generation, some flowers on the above crossed plants wore crossed 
within twenty-four hours after they had cxpnndod with pollen 
from a distinct plant ; and this interval would probably not be too 
great to allow of cross-fertilisation being effectual. Some flowers 
on the self-fertilised plants of tho last generation were also self- 
fertilised. From those two lots of seods, ten crossed and twelve 
self-fertilised plants of equal agos wore raised ; and theso were 
mcasnrod when fully grown. Tho crossed averaged 36-98, and 
the self-fertilised averaged 37-42 inches in height; so that here 
again the two lota wore nearly equal ; but the Kclf'fertiliocd had 
a slight advantage. 

In order to raise plants of the third generation, a better plan 
was followed, and flowers on the crossed plants of the second 
generation were selected in which the stamens were too short to 
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reach tlio stigmas, so that they could not possibly have been 
self-fertilised. These flowers were crossed with pollen from a 
distinct plant. Flowers on the self-fertilised plants of the second 
generation were again self-fertilised. From the two lots of seeds 
thus obtained, twenty-one crossed and nineteen self-fertilised 
plants of equal age, and forming the third generation, were raised 
in fourteen large pots. They were measured when fully grown, 
and by an odd chance the average height of the two lots was 
exactly the same, namely, 35 '96 inches; so that neither side had 
the least advantage over the other. To test this result, all the 
plants on both sides in ten out of the above fourteen pots were 
cut down after they had flowered, and in the ensuing year the 
stems wore again measured; and now the crossed plants ex- 
ceeded by a little (viz., 17 inches) the self-fertilised. They were 
again cut down, and on their flowering for the third time, the 
self-fertilised plants had a slight advantage (viz., 1-54 inches) 
over the crossed. Hence the result arrived at with tlicso plants 
during the previous trials was confirmed, namely, that neither 
lot had any decided advantage over the other. It may, however, 
be worth mentioning that the self-fertilised plants showed some 
tendency to flower before the crossed plants; this occurred with 
all throo poire of the firet generation ; and with the cut down 
plants of the third generation, a self-fertilised plant flowered 
first in nine out of the twelve pots, whilst in the remaining three 
pots a crossed plant flowered firet. 

If we consider all the plants of the throe generations taken 
together, the thirty-four crossed plants average 35 98, and the 
thirty-four self-fertilised plants 36 '89 inches in height; or as 
100 to 101. Wo may therefore conclude that the two lots 
possessed equal powers of growth ; and this I believe to be the 
result of long-continued self-fertilisation, togother with exposure 
to similar conditions in each generation, so that all the indivi- 
duals hod acquired a closely similar constitution. 



XXX. GRAMINACEJE.— Zka mays. 

This plant is monoecious, and was selected for trial on this ac- 
count, no other such plant having been experimented on.* It is 



* Hildebrand n murks thut 
this species seems at first sight 
adapted to be fertilised by pollen 
from the same plant, owing to the 



mnlo flowers standing above the 
female flowers ; but practicully it 
must generally be fertilised by 
pollen horn another plant, as the 
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also anemophilous, or is fertilised by the wind ; and of such plants 
only the common beet had been tried. Some plants wore raised 
in the greenhouse, and were crossed with pollen taken from a 
distinct plant ; and a single plant, growing quite separately in a 
different part of the house, was allowed to fertilise itself spon- 
taneously. The seeds thus obtained were placed on damp sand, 
and os they germinated in pairs of equal age were planted on 
the opposite sides of four very largo pots; nevertheless they 
were considerably crowded. The pots were kept in tbo hothouse. 
The plants were first measured to the tips of their leaves when 
only between 1 and 2 feet in height, as shown in the following 
table:— 



Tabu: XCVII. 
Zra may*- 




male flowers ueuully abed their K. Akad.' Berlin, Oot. 1872, 
pollen before the fomale flowers p. 743. 
are mature: ‘ Monatsbericht dcr 
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measurements, and adds the words " very good ” to the curves 
thus formed. 

Shortly afterwards one of the crossed plants in Pot I. died ; 
another became much diseased and stunted ; and the third never 
grew to its full height. They seemed to have been all injured, 
probably by some larva gnawing their roots. Therefore all 
the plants on both sides of this pot wore rejected in the subse- 
quent measurements. When the plants were fully grown they 
were again measured to the tips of the highest leaves, and the 
eleven crossed plauts now averaged 68 '1, and the eleven self- 
fertilised plants 62 ■ 84 inches in height ; or as 100 to 91. In all 
four pots a crossed plant flowered before any one of the self-fer- 
tilised ; but throo of the plauts did not flower at all. Those that 
flowered were also measured to the summits of the male flowers : 
the ten crossed plants averaged 66 -51, and the nine self-fertilised 
plauts 61*59 inches in height ; or as 100 to 93. 

A large number of tlio same crossed and self-fertilised seeds 
were sown in the middle of the summer in the open ground in 
two long rows. Very much fewer of the self-fertilised than of 
the crossed plants produced flowers ; but those that did flower, 
flowered almost simultaneously. Wlion fully grown the ton 
tallest plants in each row were selected and measured to the 
tips of their highest leaves, as well as to the summits of their 
male flowers. The crossed averaged to the tips of their leaves 
64 inches in height, and the self-fertilised 44*65, or as 100 
to 83; and to the summits of their male flowers, 63*96 and 
43*45 inches; or as 100 to 80. 



PBALABIS CAKABIKN8I8. 

Hildebrand has shown in tho paper referred to under the 
last species, that this hermaphrodite grass is better adapted 
for cross-fertilisation than for self-fertilisation. Several plants 
were raised in the greenhouse close together, and their flowers 
were mutually intercrossed. Pollen from a single plant growing 
quite separately was collected and placed on the stigmas of the 
same plant. The seeds thus produced were self-fertilised, for 
they were fertilised with pollen from the samo plant, but it will 
have been a mere chance whether with pollen from the samo 
flowers. Both lots of soeds, after germinating on sand, wore 
planted in pairs on tho opposite sides of four pots, which were 
kept in the greenhouse. When the plants were a little over a 
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foot in height they wore measured, and the crossed plants 
averaged 13' 38, and the self-fertilised 12' 29 inches in height; 
or as 100 to 92. 

When in full flower they were again measured to the ex- 
tremities of their culms, as shown in the following table : — 



Tablb XCVIII. 

PknJari$ canarimsis. 




produced only twenty ! 

Two long rows of the same seeds were sown out of doors, and 
care was taken that they were sown in nearly equal number ; 
but a far greater number of the crossed than of tho self-fertilised 
seeds yielded plants. The self-fertilised plants were in con- 
sequence not so much crowded as the creased, and thus had an 
advantage over them. When in full flower, tho twelve tallest 
plants were carefully selected from both rows and measured, 
as shown in the following table 
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Tabw XCIX. 




The twelve crossed plants hero average 35'78, and the twelve 
self-fertilised 33 '5 inches in height ; or as 100 to 93. In this 
case the crossed plants flowered rather before the self-fertilised; 
and thus differed from those growing in the pots. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Summary of the Heights axd Weights of the Crossed asd 
Self-fertilised Plants. 

Number of species and plants measured— Tables given— Preliminary 
remarks on the offspring of plants crossed by a fresh stock— Thirteen 
eases specially considered—^ The effects of crossing a self-fertilised 
plant either by another self-fertilised plant or by an intercrossed plant 
of tlie old stock — Summary of the results — Preliminary remarks on 
the crossed and self-fertilised plants of the same stock - The twenty- 
six exceptional cases considered, in whioh the crossed plants did not 
exceed greatly in height the self-fertilised— Most of these cases 
shown not to be real exceptions to the rale that cross-fertilisation 
is beneficiul — Summary of results— Relative weights of the crossed 
and self-fertilised plants. 

The details which have been given under the head 
of each species are so numerous and so intricate, that 
it is necessary to tabulate the results. In Table A, the 
number of plants of each kind which were raised from 
a cross between two individuals of the same stock and 
from self-fertilised seeds, together with their mean 
or average heights at or near maturity, are given. In 
the right-hand column, the mean height of the crossed 
to that of the self-fertilised plants, the former being 
taken as 100, is shown. To make this clear, it may 
be advisable to give an example. In the first genera- 
tion of Ipomoea, six plants derived from a cross 
between two plants were measured, and their mean 
height is 86-00 inches; six plants derived from 
flowers on the same parent-plant fertilised with their 
own pollen were measured, and their mean height is 
65 • 66 inches. From this it follows, as shown in the 
right-hand column, that if the mean height of the 
crossed plants be taken as 100, that of the self-fer- 
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tilised plants is 76. The «e plan is followed with 
all the other species. 

The crossed and self-fertilised plants were generally 
grown in pots in competition with one another, and 
always under as closely similar conditions as could 
be attained. They were, however, sometimes grown in 
separate rows in the open ground. With several of 
the species, the crossed plants were again crossed, and 
the self-fertilised plunts again self-fertilised, and thus 
successive generations were raised and measured, ns 
wuy be seen in Table A. Owing to this manner of 
proceeding, the crossed plants became in the later 
generations more or less closely inter-related. The 
later generations of Mimulus are not included, ns a 
new tall variety then prevailed on one side alone, so 
that a fair comparison between the two sides was no 
longer possible. With Ipomcua the variety Hero has 
been excluded for nearly the same reason. 

In Table B the relative weights of the crossed and 
self-fertilised plants, after they had flowered and had 
been cut down, are given in the few cases in which 
they were ascertained. The results are, I think, more 
striking and of greater value as evidence of constitu- 
tional vigour than those deduced from the relative 
heights of the plants. 

The most important table is that of C, as it includes 
the relative heights, weights, and fertility of plants 
raised from parents crossed by a fresh stock (that is, by 
non-re la ted plants grown under different conditions), 
or by a distinct sub-variety, in comparison with self- 
fertilised plants, or in a few cases with plants of the 
same old stock intercrossed during several generations. 
The relative fertility of the plunts in this and the 
other tables will be more fully considered in a future 
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Table B .— Relative Weights of Plants from Parents crossed with 
Pollen from distinct Plants of the same Stock, and Self-fertilised. 



NAMES OF PLANTS. 




|W 

Plant*. 


Cnmed Mania 


Ipomoea purpurea— plants of the lOthJ 


6 


6 


as 100 to 44 


Vandellia nummuluifolia— 1st genera-j 


41 


41 


,, „ 97 


Brasaica oleracea — 1st generation . . 


g 


9 


„ „ 37 


Eschscholtzia californica — plants of the! 

I 

Reseda lutea— 1st generation, grown ini 

pots' / 


19 


19 


» n H8 


24 


24 


n n 21 


Keseda lutea — 1st generation, grown in) 

open ground / 

Reseda odorata— 1st generation, de-j 
scended from a highly self-fertile) 


19 


8 

19 


„ „ 40 

„ » 


plant, grown in pots ) 

Reseda odorata — 1st generation, de-| 
seended from a semi-self-sterile plant,) 


20 


20 




3rd generation / 

Petunia violacea — plants of the 5th 1 


22 


8 

21 


„ n 22 


generation, in pota f 

Petunia violacea— plants of the 5th \ 
generation, in open ground . . . / 


10 


10 


„ „ 36 
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Tabu O.—Hdatiue Heights, Weight*, and Fertility of Plante from 
Parent e crossed by a fresh Stock, and from Parent e either seif- 
fertilised or intercrossert with Plante of the same Sloe*. 



NAMES OF PLANTS AND NATURE 
OF THE EXPERIMENTS. 


IS 


1 

!l 

| 




l 

P 

i 


Hi 

II 

Ilf* 


Ipomoa purpurea — offspring of 
plants intercrossed for nine gen- 
erations and then crossed bv a 
fresh stock, compared with 
plants of the 10th intercrossed 




84 03 


19 


65-78 


as 100 to 78 


Ipomoea purpurea — offspring of| 
plants intercrossed for nine gen- 
erations and then crossed b j al 










» » 51 


fresh stock, compared with] 
plants of the 10th intercrossed 
generation, in fertility . . .J 












mlf-fertilised for eight glnera-l 

stock, com pored with plant* ofj 
the 9th self-fertilised generation; 


28 


21*62 


19 


10-44 


n w 52 


•elf.fcrtill.ed for eight generw-l 










n n 3 


stock, compared with pUnta off 
the 9th •elf-fertilised generation, 

in fertility J 

Minnies lntew-offspring of plants! 
•elf-fertilised for eight genera- 
tions and then crossed by a fresh 
stock, compared with the off- 
spring of a plant self-fertilised 
for eight generations, and then 
intercrossed with another self- 
fertilised plant of the suns gen- 


28 


21-62 


27 


u-ao 


„ „ 56 
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Tabls C- 



NAMES OP PLANTS AND NATURE 
OP THE EXPERIMENTS. 




$ 

f 


ii 

i 


ip! 

fi 
! m 


Eachacholtzia californica— offspring 
of a Brazilian stock «ro*««d br 










the".! n • 1 'ael f- fo r UjmmI' ge n e ra lu>n[ 










an 

plants uf the Brasilian etock of 
the 2nd intercroMed generation, 
in height 


19 


45-92 


18 


43-86 „ „ 94 

1 












an English stock, compared with 










plants of the Brasilian stock of 
in weight DU5r . Lr . 










Eschschcltsin californica— offspring 
of n Brasilian .lock crossed br 
an English stock, compand with 
plants of the Brasilian stock of 








45 


the 2nd intercrossed generation, 
In fertility 




















of plants self-fertilised for thraS 
generations and then crossed hr 
a fresh stock, compared with 
plants of the 4th self-fertilised 


16 


32*82 


10 


28-55 „ „ 81 


Dianthus caryophyllu—offspring 
of plants self-fertilised for three 
generations and then crossed by 








J..SS 


n fresh stock, compared with 
pleats of the 4th .elf-fertilised 
generation, in fertility . . . 
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Jii 



of plants 

generations and then crossed by 
a fresh stock, compared with the 
offspring of plants 
for three gcneratic 
crossed by plants . . __ 
intercrossed generation . 



u'XtlXZ 



a fresh stock, compared wi 

offspring of plants self-fertilised 
for three generations and then 
d by plants of th ft ' 



tility . 
Pisum sati 



tm — offspring from at 
cross oeiween two closely allied 
varieties, compared with the self-1 
fertilised offspring of one of the) 
varieties, or with intercrossed 
plants of the same stock . . J 

Lathyrus odoratus— offspring from 
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Table C — continued. 



NAME8 OF PLANTS AND NATURE 
OF THE EXPERIMENTS. 


S] 

|! 


i! 

! 


| 

i 


\ 

j 


! 

in 

In 

Hit 


Pet unU rioUce* — offspring _ of) 

plant, of the 5th self-fertilised 
generation, in height . . ,J 

Petunia violaceu— offspring oft 
plants self-fertilised for four 
generations and then crossed brl 


•i 


50-05 


» 


33-23 


as 100 to d« 
w s> » 

w W S3 
„ „ 53 

. . « 


a fresh stock, compared with) 
plant, of the Sth self-fertilised 
generation, in weight . . . J 

Petunia riolacea — offspring oft 
plants self-fertilised for four 
generations and then crossed be 
a fresh stock, compared with) 
plants of the 5th self-fertilised) 


10 


36*67 


10 


83-81 


fn height'? * . . .* * . .j 

Petunia riolacea — offspring oft 
plants self-fertilised for four 
generations and then crossed bv 
a fre.h stock, cotn|wred with! 
plants of the Sth self-fertilised] 


Si weight . . .] 

Petunia riolacea — offspring oft 
plants self-fertilised for four 
generations and then crossed by 
a fresh stock, compared with) 
plants of the Sth ». If-fertilised j 


Petunia riolacea — offspring oft 
plants self-fertilised for four 
generations and then crossed by 
a fresh stock, compawd with 
plants of the 5th intercrossed! 
generation, in height . . .) 


- ai 


50 05 


aa 


54-11 


w n 108 
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II] 

f = 5 
£ 
HI 

liii 



Petunia riolacea — offspring of 
plants self-fertilised for four 
generations and then crossed by 
a fresh stock, compared with 
plants of the 5th intercrossed 
generation, in weight . , . 

Petunia riolacea — offspring oft 
plants self fertilised for four 
generations and then crossed br 
‘ ' — *■ -*Tck, compared with 
, he 5th intercrossed 

generation, grown in open ground. 




i self-fertilised for four 
generations and then crossed hr 
a fresh stock, compared with 
plants of the 5th intercrossed 

hi fertility 
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Table C — continued. 



red variety crossed by a t 
variety, compared with the s 
fertilised offspring of the 

variety, in fertility 

Primula veris — offspring from long- 
styled plants of the 3rd illegiti- 
mate generation, crossed 1 
fresh stock, compared 



and self-fertilised generatiot 
Primula veris— offspring from long- 
styled plants of the 3rd illegiti- 
mate generation, crossed by a 
fresh stock, compared with 
plants of the 4th illegitimate 

.fertility" . . . S® ner * t,0 ‘‘> m 

Primula veris — offspring from long- 
styled plants of the 3rd illegiti- 
mate generation, crossed by a 
fresh stock, compared with 
plants of the 4th illegitimate 
and self-fertilised generation, ’ 
fertility in following year . 
Primula veris (equal-styled, re- 
flowered variety)— offspring from 
plants self-fertilised for tw 
generations and then crossed by i 
different variety, compared witl 
plants of the 3rd self-fertilisei 

generation 

Primula veris (equal-styled, red 
flowered variety) — offspring from 
plants self-fertilised for ‘ 
generations and then crossed 
different variety, compared 
plants of the 3rd self-fertilised 
generation, in fertility . . 



jil! 
I if 

ji i i 



111 
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In these three tables the measurements of fifty-seven 
species, belonging to fifty-two genera and to thirty 
great natural families, are given. The species are 
natives of various parts of the world. The number 
of crossed plants, including those derived from a cross 
between plants of the same stock and of two different 
stocks, amounts to 1,101 ; and the number of self-fer- 
tilised plants (including a few in Table C derived 
from a cross between plants of the same old stock) 
is 1,076. Their growth was observed from the germi- 
nation of the seeds to maturity ; and most of them 
were measured twice and some thrice. The various 
precautions taken to prevent either lot being unduly 
favoured, have been described in the introductory 
chapter. Bearing all these circumstances in mind, it 
may be admitted that we have a fair basis for judging 
of the comparative effects of cross-fertilisation and of 
self-fertilisation on the growth of the offspring. 

It will be the most convenient plan first to consider 
the results given in Table C, as an opportunity will thus 
be afforded of incidentally discussing some important 
points. If the reader will look down the right-hand 
column of this table, he will see at a glance what an 
extraordinary advantage in height, weight, and fer- 
tility the plants derived from a cross with a fresh stock 
or with another sub-variety have over the self-fertilised 
plants, as well as over the intercrossed plants of the 
same old stock. There are only two exceptions to this 
rule, and these are hardly real ones. In the case of 
Eschscholtzia, the advantage is confined to fertility. 
In that of Petunia, though the plants derived from a 
cross with a fresh stock had an immense superiority in 
height, weight, and fertility over the self-fertilised 
plants, they were conquered by the intercrossed plants 
of the same old stock in height and weight, but not 
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in fertility. It has, however, been shown that the 
superiority of these intercrossed plants in height and 
weight was in all probability not real ; for if the two 
sets had been allowed to grow for another month, it is 
almost certain that those from a cross with the fresh 
stock would have been victorious in every way over 
the intercrossed plants. 

Before we consider in detail the several cases given 
in Table C, some preliminary remarks must be made. 
There is the clearest evidence, as we shall presently 
see, that the advantage of a cross depends wholly on 
the plants differing somewhat in constitution ; and that 
the disadvantages of self-fertilisation depend on the two 
parents, which are combined in the same hermaphrodite 
flower, having a closely similar constitution. A certain 
amount of differentiation in the sexual elements seems 
indispensable for the full fertility of the parents, and 
for the full vigour of the offspring. All the individuals 
of the same species, even those produced in a state of 
nature, differ somewhat, though often very slightly, 
from one another in external characters and probably in 
constitution. This obviously holds good between the 
varieties of the same species, as far as external characters 
are concerned ; and much evidence could be advanced 
with respect to their generally differing somewhat in 
constitution. There can hardly be a doubt that the 
differences of all kinds between the individuals and 
varieties of the same species depend largely, and as I 
believe exclusively, on their progenitors having been 
subjected to different conditions ; though the conditions 
to which the individuals of the same species are ex- 
posed in a state of nature often falsely appear to us the 
same. For instance, the individuals growing together 
are necessarily exposed to the same climate, and they 
seem to us at first sight to be subjected to identically 
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the same conditions ; but this can hardly be the case, 
except under the unusual contingency of each individual 
being surrounded by other kinds of plants in exactly 
the same proportional numbers. For the surround- 
ing plants absorb different amounts of various sub- 
stances from the soil, and thus greatly affect the 
nourishment and even the life of the individuals of 
any particular species. These will also be shaded and 
otherwise affected by the nature of the surrounding 
plants. Moreover, soeds often lie dormant m the 
ground, and those which germinate during any one 
year will often have been matured during very different 
seasons. Seeds are widely dispersed by various means, 
and some will occasionally be brought from distant 
stations, where their parents have grown under some- 
what different conditions, and the plants produced 
from such seeds will intercross with the old residents, 
thus mingling their constitutional peculiarities in all 
sorts of proportions. 

Plants when first subjected to culture, even in their 
native country, cannot fail to be exposed to greatly 
changed conditions of life, more especially from 
growing in cleared ground, and from not having to 
compete with many or any surrounding plants. They 
are thus enabled to absorb whatever they require 
which the soil may contain. Fresh seeds ore often 
brought from distant gardens, where the parent- 
plants have been subjected to different conditions. 
Cultivated plants like those in a state of nature 
frequently intercross, and will thus mingle their 
constitutional peculiarities. On the other hand, os 
long os the individuals of any species are culti- 
vated in the same garden, they will apparently be 
subjected to more uniform conditions than plants in a 
state of nature, as the individuals have not to compete 
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with various surrounding species. The seeds sown at 
the same time in a garden have generally been matured 
during the same season and in the same place ; and in 
this respect they differ much from the seeds sown by 
the hand of nature. Some exotic plants are not 
frequented by insects in their new home, and there- 
fore are not intercrossed ; and this appears to be a 
highly important factor in the individuals acquiring 
uniformity of constitution. 

In rhy experiments the greatest care was taken that 
in each generation all the crossed and self-fertilised 
plants should be subjected to the same conditions. 
Not that the conditions were absolutely the same, for 
the more vigorous individuals will have robbed the 
weaker ones of nutriment, and likewise of water when 
the soil in the pots was becoming dry ; and both lots 
at one end of the pot will have received a little more 
light than those at the other end. In the successive 
generations, the plants were subjected to somewhat 
different conditions, for the seasons necessarily varied, 
and they were sometimes raised at different periods of 
the year. But as they were all kept under glass, they 
were exposed to far less abrupt and great changes of 
temperature and moisture than are plants growing out 
of doors. With respect to the intercrossed plants, their 
first parents, which were not related, would almost 
certainly have differed somewhat in constitution ; and 
such constitutional peculiarities would be variously 
mingled in each succeeding intercrossed generation, 
being sometimes augmented, but more commonly 
neutralised in a greater or less degree, and sometimes 
revived through reversion ; just as we know to be the 
case with the external characters of crossed species and 
varieties. With the plants which were self-fertilised 
during the successive generations, this latter important 
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source of some diversity of constitution will have been 
wholly eliminated ; and the sexual elements produced 
by the same flower must have been developed under as 
nearly the same conditions as it is possible to conceive. 

In Table C the crossed plants are the offspring of a 
cross with a fresh stock, or with a distinct variety ; and 
they were put into competition either with self-fertilised 
plants, or with intercrossed plants of the same old stock. 
By the term fresh stock I mean a non-related plant, 
the progenitors of which have been raised during some 
generations in another garden, and have consequently 
been exposed to somewhat different conditions. In the 
case of Nicotiana, Iberis, the red variety of Primula, the 
common Pea, and perhaps Anagallis, the plants which 
were crossed may be ranked os distinct varieties or 
sub-varieties of the same species ; but with Ipomceu, 
Mimulus, Dianthus, and Petunia, the plants which 
were crossed differed exclusively in the tint of their 
flowers ; and as a large proportion of the plants raised 
from the same lot of purchased seeds thus varied, the 
differences may bo estimated as merely individual. 
Having mode these preliminary remarks, we will now 
consider in detail the several cases given in Table C, 
and they are well worthy of full consideration. 

(1.) Iponuea purpurea . — Plants growing in the same 
pots, and subjected in each generation to the same 
conditions, were intercrossed for nine consecutive 
generations. These intercrossed plants thus became in 
the later generations more or less closely inter-related. 
Flowers on the plants of the ninth intercrossed genera- 
tion were fertilised with pollen taken from a fresh 
stock, and seedlings thus raised. Other flowers on the 
same intercrossed plants were fertilised with pollen 
from another intercrossed plant, producing seedlings of 
the tenth intercrossed generation. These two sets of 
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seedlings were grown in competition with one another, 
and differed greatly in height and fertility. For the 
offspring from the cross with a fresh stock exceeded in 
height the intercrossed plants in the ratio of 100 to 78 ; 
and this is nearly the same excess which the inter- 
crossed had over the self-fertilised plants in all ten 
generations taken together, namely, as 100 to 77. The 
plants raised from the cross with a fresh stock were 
also greatly superior in fertility to the intercrossed, 
namely, in the ratio of 100 to 51, as judged by the 
relative weight of the seed-capsules produced by an 
equal number of plants of the two sets, both having 
been left to be naturally fertilised. It should be 
especially observed that none of the plants of either lot 
were the product of self-fertilisation. On the contrary, 
the intercrossed plants had certainly been crossed for the 
last ten generations and probably during all previous 
generations, as we may infer from the structure of the 
flowers and from the frequency of the visits of humble- 
bees. And so it will have been with the parent-plants 
of the fresh stock. The whole great difference in height 
and fertility between the two lots must be attributed to 
the one being the product of a cross with pollen from a 
fresh stock, and the other of a cross between plants of 
the same old stock. 

This species offers another interesting case. In the 
five first generations in which intercrossed and self- 
fertilised plants were put into competition with one 
another, every single intercrossed plant beat its self- 
fertilised antagonist, except in one instance, in which 
they were equal in height. But in the sixth gene- 
ration a plant appeared, named by me the Hero, re- 
markable for its tallness and increased self-fertility, 
and which transmitted its characters to the next three 
generations. The children of Hero were again self- 
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fertilised, forming the eighth self-fertilised generation, 
and were likewise intercrossed one with another ; but 
this cross between plants which had been subjected 
to the same conditions and hail been self-fertilised 
during the seven previous generations, did not effect 
the least good ; for the intercrossed grandchildren were 
actually shorter than the self-fertilised grandchildren, 
in the ratio of 100 to 107. We here see that the 
mere act of crossing two distinct plants does not by 
itself benefit the offspring. This case is almost the 
converse of that in the last paragraph, in which the 
oflspring profited so greatly by a cross with a fresh 
stock. A similar trial was made with the descendants 
of Hero in the following generation, and with the same 
result But the trial cannot be fully trusted, owing 
to the extremely unhealthy condition of the plants. 
Subject to this same serious cause of doubt, even a 
cross with a fresh stock did not benefit the great- 
grandchildren of Hero ; and if this were really the case; 
it is the greatest anomaly observed by me in all my 
experiments. 

(2.) Mimulus luteus . — During the three first genera- 
tions the intercrossed plants taken together exceeded 
in height the self-fertilised taken together, in the ratio 
of 100 to 65, and in fertility in a still higher degree. 
In the fourth generation a new variety, which grew 
taller and had whiter and larger flowers than the old 
varieties, began to prevail, especially amongst the self- 
fertilised plants. This variety transmitted its characters 
with remarkable fidelity, so that all the plants in the 
later self-fertilised generations belonged to it. These 
consequently exceeded the intercrossed plants consider- 
ably in height. Thus in the seventh generation the 
intercrossed plants were to the self-fertilised in height 
as 100 to 137. It is a more remarkable (act that the 
A 2 
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self-fertilised plants of the sixth generation had become 
much moro fertile than the intercrossed plants, judging 
by the number of capsules spontaneously produced, in 
the ratio of 147 to 100. This variety, which as we 
have seen appeared amongst the plants of the fourth 
self-fertilised generation, resembles in almost all its 
constitutional peculiarities the variety called Hero, 
which appeared in the sixth self-fertilised generation 
of Ipomcea. No other such case, with the partial ex- 
ception of that of Nicotians, occurred in my experi- 
ments, carried on during eleven years. 

Two plants of this variety of Mimulus, belonging to 
the sixth self-fertilised generation, and growing in 
separate pots, were intercrossed ; and some flowers on 
the same plants were again self-fertilised. From the 
seeds thus obtained, plants derived from a cross 
between the self-fertilised plants, and others of the 
seventh self-fertilised generation, were raised. But 
this cross did not do the least good, the intercrossed 
plants being inferior in height to the self-fertilised, in 
the ratio of 100 to 110. This case is exactly parallel 
with that given under Ipomcea, of the grandchildren 
of Hero, and apparently of its great-grandchildren ; 
for the seedlings raised by intercrossing these plants 
were not in any way superior to those of the cor- 
responding generation raised from the self-fertilised 
flowers. Therefore in these several cases the crossing 
of plants, which had been self-fertilised for several 
generations and which had been cultivated all the 
time under as nearly as possible the same conditions, 
was not in the least beneficial. 

Another experiment was now tried. Firstly, plants 
of the eighth self-fertilised generation were again 
self-fertilised, producing plants of the ninth self- 
rerti lised generation. Secondly, two of the plants of the 
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eighth self-fertilised generation were intercrossed one 
with another, as in the experiment above referred to; 
but this was now effected on plants which had been 
subjected to two additional generations of self-fer- 
tilisation. Thirdly, the same plants of the eighth self- 
fertilised generation were crossed with pollen from 
plants of a fresh stock brought from a distant garden. 
Numerous plants were raised from these three sets of 
seeds, and grown in competition with one another. 
The plants derived from a cross between the self-fer- 
tilised plants exceeded in height by a little the self- 
fertilised, viz., as 100 to 92; and in fertility in a greater 
degree, viz., as 100 to 73. I do not know whether 
this difference in the result, compared with that in the 
previous case, can be accounted for by the increased 
deterioration of the self-fertilised plants from two 
additional generations of self-fertilisation, and the 
consequent advantage of any cross whatever, although 
merely between the self-fertilised plants. But however 
this may be, the effects of crossing the self-fertilised 
plants of the eighth generation with a fresh stock were 
extremely striking ; lor the seedlings thus raised were 
to the self-fertilised of the ninth generation as 100 to 
52 in height, and as 100 to 3 in fertility 1 They were 
also to the intercrossed plants (derived from crossing 
two of the self-fertilised plants of the eighth generation) 
in height as 100 to 56, and in fertility as 100 to 4. 
Better evidence could hardly be desired of the potent 
influence of a cross with a fresh stock on plants which 
had been self-fertilised for eight generations, and had 
been cultivated all the time under nearly uniform 
conditions, in comparison with plants self-fertilised 
for nine generations continuously, or then once inter- 
crossed, namely in the last generation. 

(3.) Brassiea oleracea . — Borne flowers on cabbage 
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plants of the second self-fertilised generation were 
crossed with pollen from a plant of the same variety- 
brought from a distant garden, and other flowers were 
again self-fertilised. Plants derived from a cross with 
a fresh stock and plants of the third self-fertilised 
generation were thus raised. The former were to 
the self-fertilised in weight as 100 to 22; and this 
enormous difference must be attributed in part to 
the beneficial effects of a cross with a fresh stock, 
and in part to the deteriorating effects of self-fertilisa- 
tion continued during three generations. 

(4.) lberis wmbellata. — Seedlings from a crimson 
English variety crossed by a pale-coloured variety 
which had been grown for some generations in Algiers, 
were to the self-fertilised seedlings from the crimson 
variety in height as 100 to 89, and as 100 to 75 in 
fertility. I am surprised that this cross with another 
variety did not produce a still more strongly marked 
beneficial effect ; for some intercrossed plants of the 
crimson English variety, put into competition with 
plants of the same variety self-fertilised during three 
generations, were in height as 100 to 86, and in 
fertility as 100 to 75. The slightly greater difference 
in height in this latter case, may possibly be attributed 
to the deteriorating effects of self-fertilisation carried 
on for two additional generations. 

(5.) EschschoUzia ealifomiea . — This plant offers an 
almost unique case, inasmuch as the good effects of a 
cross or the evil effects of self-fertilisation are confined 
to the reproductive system. Intercrossed and self- 
fertilised plants of the English stock did not differ 
in height (nor in weight, as liar as was ascertained,) in 
any constant manner ; the self-fertilised plants usually 
having the advantage. So it was with the offspring 
of plants of the Brazilian stock, tried in the same 
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manner. The parent-plants, however, of the English 
stock produced many more seeds when fertilised with 
pollen from another plant than when self-fertilised; 
and in Brazil the parent-plants were absolutely sterile 
unless they were fertilised with pollen from another 
plant. Intercrossed seedlings, raised in England from 
the Brazilian stock, compared with self-fertilised seed- 
lings of the corresponding second generation, yielded 
Beeds in number as 100 to 89 ; both lots of plants being 
left freely exposed to the visits of insects. If we now 
turn to the effects of crossing plants of the Brazilian 
stock with pollen from the English stock, — so that 
plants which had been long exposed to very different 
conditions were intercrossed, — we find that the oil- 
spring were, as before, inferior in height and weight to 
the plants of the Brazilian stock after two genera- 
tions of self-fertilisation, but were superior to them 
in the most marked manner in the number of seeds 
produced, namely, as 100 to 40; both lots of plants 
being left freely exposed to the visits of insects. 

In the case of Ipomcea, we have seen that the 
plants derived from a cross with a fresh stock were 
superior in height as 100 to 78, and in fertility us 100 
to 51, to the plants of the old stock, although these 
had been intercrossed during the last ten generations. 
With Eschscholtzia we have a nearly parallel case, 
but only as far as fertility is concerned, for the plants 
derived from a cross with a fresh stock were superior 
in fertility in the ratio of 100 to 45 to the Brazilian 
plants, which had been artificially intercrossed in 
England for the two last generations, and which must 
have been naturally intercrossed by insects during all 
previous generations in Brazil, where otherwise they 
are quite sterile. 

(6.) Dianthus caryophyllu *. — Plants self-fertilised 
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for three generations were crossed with pollen from a 
fresh stock, and their offspring were grown in compe- 
tition with plants of the fourth self-fertilised genera- 
tion. The crossed plants thus obtained were to the 
self-fertilised in height as 100 to 81, and in fertility 
(both lots being left to be naturally fertilised by 
insects) as 100 to 33. 

These same crossed plants were also to the off- 
spring from the plants of the third self-fertilised gene- 
ration crossed by the intercrossed plants of the cor- 
responding generation, in height as 100 to 85, and in 
fertility as 100 to 45. 

We thus see what a great advantage the offspring 
from a cross with a fresh stock had, not only over the 
self-fertilised plants of the fourth generation, but 
over the offspring from the self-fertilised plants of the 
third generation, when crossed by the intercrossed 
plants of the old stock. 

(7.) Pisum sativum . — It has been shown under the 
head of this species, that the several varieties in this 
country almost invariably fertilise themselves, owing 
to insects rarely visiting the flowers; and as the 
plants have been long cultivated under nearly similar 
conditions, we can understand why a cross between 
two individuals of the same variety does not do the 
least good to the offspring either in height or fertility. 
This case is almost exactly parallel with that of 
Mimulus, or that of the Ipomoea named Hero ; for 
in these two instances, crossing plants which had been 
self-fertilised for seven generations did not at all 
benefit the offspring. On the other hand, a cross 
between two varieties of the pea causes a marked 
superiority in the growth and vigour of the offspring, 
over the self-fertilised plants of the same varieties, 
as shown by two excellent observers. From my own 
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observations (not made with great care) the offspring 
from crossed varieties were to Belf-fertilised plants in 
height, in one case as 100 to about 75, and in a second 
case as 100 to 60. 

(8.) Lathyrus odoratus . — The sweet-pea is in the 
same state in regard to self-fertilisation as the common 
pea; and we have seen that seedlings from a cross 
between two varieties, which differed in no respect 
except in the colour of their flowers, were to the self- 
fertilised seedlings from the same mother-plant in 
height as 100 to 80 ; and in the second generation as 
100 to 88. Unfortunately 1 did not ascertain whether 
crossing two plants of the same variety failed to pro- 
duce any beneficial effect, but I venture to predict such 
would be the result. 

(9.) Petunia vidacea . — The intercrossed plants of 
the same stock in four out of the five successive gene- 
rations plainly exceeded in height the self-fertilised 
plants. The latter in the fourth generation were 
crossed by a fresh stock, and the seedlings thus obtained 
yere put into competition with the self-fertilised plants 
of the fifth generation. The crossed plants exceeded 
the self-fertilised in height in the ratio of 100 to 66, 
and in weight as 100 to 23; but this difference, 
though so great, is not much greater than that between 
the intercrossed plants of the same stock in comparison 
with the self-fertilised plants of the corresponding 
generation. This case, therefore, seems at first sight 
opposed to the rule that a cross with a fresh stock is 
much more beneficial than a cross between individuals 
of the same stock. But as with Eschscholtzia, the 
reproductive system was here chiefly benefited; for 
the plants raised from the cross with the fresh stock 
were to the self-fertilised plants in fertility, both lots 
being naturally fertilised, as 100 to 46, whereas the 
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intercrossed plants of the same stock were to the self- 
fertilised plants of the corresponding fifth generation 
in fertility only as 100 to 86. 

Although at the time of measurement the plants 
raised from the cross with the fresh stock did not 
exceed in height or weight the intercrossed plants of 
the old stock (owing to the growth of the former not 
having been completed, as explained under the head 
of this species), yet they exceeded the intercrossed 
plants in fertility in the ratio of 100 to 54. This fact 
is interesting, as it shows that plants self-fertilised 
for four generations and then crossed by a fresh stock, 
yielded seedlings which were nearly twice as fertile as 
those from plants of the same stock which had been 
intercrossed for the five previous generations. We 
here see, as with Eschscholtzia and Dianthus, that the 
mere act of crossing, independently of the state of the 
crossed plants, has little efficacy in giving increased 
fertility to the offspring. The same conclusion holds 
good, as we have already seen, in the analogous cases of 
Iponuea, Mimulus, and Dianthus, with respect to height. 

(10.) Nicotiana tabacum . — My plants were remark- 
ably self-fertile, and the capsules from the self-fertilised 
flowers apparently yielded more seeds than those which 
were cross-fertilised. No insects were seen to visit the 
flowers in the hothouse, and I suspect that the stock 
on which I experimented had been raised under glass, 
and had been self-fertilised during several previous 
generations ; if so, we can understand why, in the course 
of three generations, the crossed seedlings of the same 
stock did not uniformly exceed in height the self-ferti- 
lised seedlings. But the case is complicated by indi- 
vidual plantshaving different constitutions, so that some 
of the crossed and self-fertilised seedlings raised at the 
same time from the same parents behaved differently. 
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However this may be, plants raised from self-fertilised 
plants of the third generation crossed by a slightly 
different sub- variety, exceeded greatly in height and 
weight the self-fertilised plants of the fourth genera- 
tion ; and the trial was made on a large scale. They 
exceeded them in height when grown in pots, and not 
much crowded, in the ratio of 100 to 66 ; and when 
much crowded, as 100 to 54. These crossed plants, when 
thus subjected to severe competition, also exceeded 
tho self-fertilised in weight in the ratio of 100 to 37. 
So it was, but in a less degree (as may be seen in 
Table C), when the two lots were grown out of doors 
and not subjected to any mutual competition. Never- 
theless, strange as is the fact, the flowers on the 
mother-plants of the third self-fertilised generation 
did not yield more seed when they were crossed with 
pollen from plants of the fresh stock than when they 
were self-fertilised. 

(11.) Anagallis ccllina . — Plants raised from a red 
variety crossed by another plant of the same variety 
were in height to the self-fertilised plants from the 
red variety as 100 to 73. When the flowers on the 
red variety were fertilised with pollen from a closely 
similar blue-flowered variety, they yielded double the 
number of seeds to what they did when crossed by 
pollen from another individual of the same red variety, 
and the seeds were much finer. The plants raised 
from this cross between the two varieties were to the 
self-fertilised seedlings from the red variety, in height 
as 100 to 66, and in fertility as 100 to 6. 

(12.) Primula verit . — Some flowers on long-styled 
plants of the third illegitimate generation were legiti- 
mately crossed with pollen from a fresh stock, and 
others were fertilised with their own pollen. From 
the seeds thus produced crossed plants, and self- 
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fertilised plants of the fourth illegitimate generation, 
were raised. The former were to the latter in 
height as 100 to 46, and in fertility during one 
year as 100 to 5, and as 100 to 3 '5 during the next 
year. In this case, however, we have no means of 
distinguishing between the evil effects of illegitimate 
fertilisation continued during four generations (that is, 
by pollen of the same form, but taken from a distinct 
plant) and strict self-fertilisation. But these two 
processes perhaps do not differ so essentially as at 
first appears to be the case. In the following experi- 
ment any doubt arising from illegitimate fertilisation 
was completely eliminated. 

(13.) Primula veris. (Equal-styled, red-flowered 
variety). — Flowers on plants of the second self-fertilised 
generation were crossed with pollen from a distinct 
variety or fresh stock, and others were again self- 
fertilised. Crossed plants and plants of the third self- 
fertilised generation, all of legitimate origin, were 
thus raised ; and the former was to the latter in height 
as 100 to 85, and in fertility (as judged by the number 
of capsules produced, together with the average number 
of seeds) as 100 to 11. 

Summary of the Measurements in Table C .— This 
table includes the heights and often the weights of 
292 plants derived from a cross with a fresh stock, 
and of 305 plants, either of self-fertilised origin, or 
derived from an intercross between plants of the same 
stock. These 597 plants belong to thirteen species 
and twelve genera. The various precautions which 
were taken to ensure a fair comparison have already 
been stated. If we now look down the right-hand 
column, in which the mean height, weight, and 
fertility of the plants derived from a cross with 
a fresh stock are represented by 100, we shall see 
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by the other figures how wonderfully superior they 
are both to the self-fertilised and to the intercrossed 
plants of the same stock. With respect to height and 
weight, there are only two exceptions to the rule, 
namely, with Eschscholtzia and Petunia, and the 
latter is probably no real exception. Nor do these 
two species offer an exception in regard to fertility, 
for the plants derived from the cross with a fresh stock 
were much more fertile than the self-fertilised plants. 
The difference between the two sets of plants in the 
table is generally much greater in fertility than i n 
height or weight. On the other hand, with some of 
the species, as with Nicotiana, there was no difference 
in fertility between the two sets, although a great dif- 
ference in height and weight Considering all the 
cases in this table, there can be no doubt that plants 
profit immensely, though in different ways, by a cross 
with a fresh stock or with a distinct sub-variety. It 
cannot be maintained that the benefit thus derived is 
due merely to the plants of the fresh stock being per- 
fectly healthy, whilst those which had been long inter- 
crossed or self-fertilised had become unhealthy ; for in 
most cases there was no appearance of such unhealthi- 
ness, and we shall see under Table A that the inter- 
crossed plants of the same stock are generally superior 
to a certain extent to the self-fertilised,— both lots 
having been subjected to exactly the same conditions 
and being equally healthy or unhealthy. 

We further learn from Table C, that a cross between 
plants that have been self-fertilised during several 
successive generations and kept all the time under 
nearly uniform conditions, does not benefit the offspring 
in the least or only in a very slight degree. Mimulus 
and the descendants of Ipomoea named Hero offer 
instances of this rule. Again, plants self-fertilised 
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during several generations profit only to a small extent 
by a cross with intercrossed plants of the same stock 
(as in the case of Dianthus), in comparison with the 
effects of a cross by a fresh stock. Plants of the same 
stock intercrossed during several generations (as with 
Petunia) were inferior in a marked manner in fertility 
to those derived from the corresponding self-fertilised 
plants crossed by a fresh stock. Lastly, certain plants 
which are regularly intercrossed by insects in a state 
of nature, and which were artificially crossed in each 
succeeding generation in the course of my experi- 
ments, so that they can never or most rarely have 
suffered any evil from self-fertilisation (as with Esch- 
scholtzia and Ipomcea), nevertheless profited greatly 
by a cross with a fresh stock. These several cases 
taken together show us in the clearest manner that it 
is not the mere crossing of any two individuals which 
is beneficial to the offspring. The benefit thus derived 
depends on the plants which are united differing in some 
manner, and there can hardly be a doubt that it is 
in the constitution or nature of the sexual elements. 
Anyhow, it is certain that the differences are not of an 
external nature, for two plants which resemble each 
other as closely as the individuals of the same species 
ever do, profit in the plainest manner when inter- 
crossed, if their progenitors have been exposed during 
several generations to different conditions. But to this 
latter subject I shall have to recur in a future chapter. 

Table A. 

We will now turn to our first table, which re- 
lates to crossed and self-fertilised plants of the same 
stock. These consist of fifty-four species belonging to 
thirty natural orders. The total number of crossed 
plants of which measurements are given is 796, and 
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of self-fertilised plants 809 ; that is altogether 1,605 
plants. Some of the species were experimented on 
during several successive generations ; and it should 
be borne in mind that in such cases the crossed plants 
in each generation were crossed with pollen from 
another crossed plant, and the flowers on the self- 
fertilised plants were almost always fertilised with 
their own pollen, though sometimes with pollen from 
other flowers on the same plant. The crossed plants thus 
became more or less closely inter-related in the later 
generations ; and both lots were subjected in each ge- 
neration to almost absolutely the same conditions, and 
to nearly the same conditions in the successive gene- 
rations. It would have been a better plan in some re 
spects if I had always crossed some flowers either on the 
self-fertilised or intercrossed plants of each generation 
with pollen from a non-related plant, grown under dif- 
ferent conditions, as was done with the plants in Table 
C; for by this procedure I should have learnt how much 
tl>e offspring became deteriorated through continued 
■elf-fertilisation in the successive generations. As the 
case stands, the self-fertilised plants of tho successive 
generations in Table A were put into competition with 
and compared with intercrossed plants, which were 
probably deteriorated in some degree by being more 
or less inter-related and grown under similar conditions. 
Nevertheless, had I always followed the plan in Table 
C, I should not have discovered the important fact 
that, although a cross between plants which are rather 
closely related and which had been subjected to 
closely similar conditions, gives during several genera- 
tions some advantage to the offspring, yet that after a 
time they may be intercrossed with no advantage what- 
ever to the offspring. Nor should I have learnt that 
tho self-fertilised plants of the later generations might 
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be crossed with intercrossed plants of the same stock 
with little or no advantage, although they profited to 
an extraordinary degree by a cross with a fresh stock. 

With respect to the greuter number of the plants 
in Table A, nothing special need here be said ; full 
particulars may be found under the head of each 
species by the aid of the Index. The figures in the 
right-hand column show the mean height of the self- 
fertilised plants, that of the crossed plants with which 
they competed being represented by 100. No notice 
is here taken of the few cases in which crossed and 
self-fertilised plants were grown in the open ground, 
so as not to compete together. The table includes, 
as we have seen, plants belonging to fifty-four species, 
but as some of these were measured during several 
successive generations, there are eighty-three cases in 
which crossed and self-fertilised plants were compared. 
As in each generation the number of plants which 
were measured (given in the table) was never very large 
and sometimes small, whenever in the right-hand 
column the mean height of the crossed and self-fertilised 
plants is the same within five per cent., their heights 
may bo considered as practically equal. Of such cases, 
that is, of self-fertilised plants of which the mean 
height is expressed by figures between 95 and 105, 
there are eighteen, either in some one or all the gene- 
rations. Thero are eight cases in which the self- 
fertilised plants exceed the crossed by above five per 
cent., as shown by the figures in the right-hand column 
being above 105. Lastly, there are fifty-seven cases 
in which the crossed plants exceed the self-fertilised in 
a ratio of at least 100 to 95, and generally in a much 
higher degree. 

If the relative heights of the crossed and self-fertilised 
plants had been due to mere chance, there would have 
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been about as many cases of self-fertilised plants 
exceeding the crossed in height by above five per cent, 
as of the crossed thus exceeding the self-fertilised ; but 
we see that of the latter there are fifty-seven cases, and 
of the former only eight cases ; so that the cases in 
which the crossed plants exceed in height the self- 
fertilised in the above proportion are more than seven 
times as numerous as those in which the self-fertilised 
exceed the crossed in the same proportion. For onr 
special purpose of comparing the powers of growth 
of crossed and self-fertilised plants, it may be said 
that in fifty-seven cases the crossed plants exceeded 
the self-fertilised by more than five per cent., and that 
in twenty-six cases (18+8) they did not thus exceed 
them. But we shall now show that in several of these 
twenty-six cases the crossed plants had a decided ad- 
vantage over the self-fertilised in other respects, though 
not in height ; that in other cases the mean heights 
are not trustworthy, owing to too few plants having 
been measured, or to their having grown unequally 
from being unhealthy, or to both causes combined. 
Nevertheless, as these cases are opposed to my general 
conclusion I have felt bound to give them. Lastly, the 
cause of the crossed plants having no advantage over 
the self-fertilised can be explained in some other cases. 
Thus a very small residue is left in which the self- 
fertilised plants appear, as far as my experiments 
serve, to be really equal or superior to the crossed 
plants. 

We will now consider in some little detail the eigh- 
teen cases in which the self-fertilised plants equalled 
in average height the crossed plants within five per 
cent. ; and the eight cases in which the self-fertilised 
plants exceeded in average height the crossed plants 
by above five per cent. ; making altogether twenty-six 
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oases in which the crossed plants were not taller than 
the self-fertilised plants in any marked degree. 

(1.) Dianthut caryuphyllu* ( third generation). — This plant was 
experimented on daring four generations, in three of which the 
crossed plants exceeded in height the solf-fertilised generally by 
much more than five por cent. ; and wo have seen under Table 
C that the offspring from the plants of the third self-fertilised 
generation crossed by a fresh stock profited in height and fer- 
tility to an extraordinary degree. But in this third generation 
the crossed plants of the same stock were in height to the self- 
fertilised only as 100 to 99, that is, they were practically equal. 
Nevertheless, when the eight crossed and eight self-fertilised 
plants were cut down and weighed, the former were to the latter 
in weight as 100 to 49! There can therefore be not the least 
doubt tlxat the crossed plants of this species are greatly superior 
in vigour and luxuriance to the self-fertilised; and what was tho 
cause of the self-fertilised plants of tho third generation, though 
so light and thin, grow-ing up so as almost to equal the crossed 
in height, I cannot explain. 

(2.) lobelia fulgent ( firtt generation).— Tho crossed plants of 
this generation were much inferior in height to the sell-fertilised, 
in the proportion of 100 to 127. Although only two pairs were 
measured, which is obviously much too few to be trusted, 
yet from other evidence given under tho head of this species, 
it is certain tluit the self-fertilised plants were very much 
more vigorous than tho crossed. As 1 used pollen of unequal 
maturity for crossing and self-fertilising the parent-plants, it is 
possible that the great difference in tho growth of their offspring 
may have beon duo to this cause. In tho next generation this 
source of error was avoided, and many more plants were raised, 
and now the average height of the twenty-three crossed plants 
was to that of the twenty-throe self-fertilised plants as 100 to 91. 
We can therefore hardly doubt that a cross is beneficial to this 

(8.) Petunia viotacea ( third generation ). — Eight crossed plants 
wore to eight self-fertilised of tho third generation in average 
height as 100 to 131 ; and at an early age the crossed were 
inferior even in a still higher degree. But it is a remarkable 
fact that in one pot in which plants of both lots grew extremely 
crowded, the crossed were thrice as tall as the self-fertilised. As 
in the two preceding and two succoodiug generations, as well as 
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with plants raised by a cross with a fresh stock, the crossed 
greatly exceeded the self-fertilised in height, weight, and fertility 
(whon these two latter points were attended to), the prosont case 
must be looked at as on anomaly not affecting the general role. 
The most probable explanation is that the plants grew pre- 
maturely, owing to the seeds of tho last generation not having 
been well ripened ; for I have olwerved an analogous case with 
Iberis. Self-fertilisod seedlings of this latter plant, which were 
known to have been produced from seeds not well matured, 
grew from the first much more quickly than the crossed plants, 
which were raised from better matured seeds ; so that having 
thus once got a great start thoy were onabled ovor afterwards to 
retain their advantage. Some of these same seeds of the Iberis 
were sown on the opposite sides of pots filled with burnt earth 
and pure sand, not containing any organic matter ; and now the 
young crossed seedlings grew during their short lifo to double 
the height of the self-fertilised, in the some manner as occurred 
with tile stove two sets of seedlings of Petunia which were much 
crowded and thus exposed to very unfavourable conditions. We 
have seen also in the eighth generation of Ipomcea that self- 
fertilised seedlings raised from unhealthy parents grew at first very 
much more quickly than the crossed seedlings, so that they were 
for a long time much taller, though ultimately beaten by them. 

(4, 5, 6.) fjc/ueioluia califurnica . — Four sets of measure- 
ments are given in Table A. In one of these the crossed plants 
exceed tho self-fertilised in average height, po that this is not 
one of the exceptions here to be considered. In two other 
cases the crossed equalled the self-fertilised in height within five 
per cent. ; and in the fourth case tho self-fertilised exceeded the 
crossed by above this limit We have seen in Table C that the 
whole advantage of a cross by a fresh stock is confined to the 
number of seeds produced, and so it was with the disadvantage 
from self-fertilisation with the intercrossed plants of tho same 
stock compared with the self-fertilised, for the former were in 
fertility to the latter as 100 to 8'J. The intercrossed plants thus 
have at least one imjiortant advantage over tlio self-fertilised. 
Moreover, tlie flowers on the parent-plants when fertilised with 
pollen from another individual of the same stock yield far more 
seeds than when self-fertilised ; the flowers in this latter case 
being often quite sterile. Wo mny therefore concludo that a 
cross does some good, though it does not give to tho crossed 
seedlings increased powers of growth. 
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(7.) Vismria oculata.— The average height of the fifteen inter- 
crossed plants to that of the fifteon self-fertilisod plants was only 
as 100 to 97 ; but the former produced many more capsnles than 
the latter, in the ratio of 100 to 77. Moreover, the flowers on the 
parent-plants which were crossed and self-fertilised, yielded seeds 
on ono occasion in the proportion of 100 to 38, and on a second 
occasion in the proportion of 100 to 58. So that there can bo 
no doubt about the beneficial effects of a cross, although the 
mean height of the crossed plants was only three per cent above 
that of the self-fertilised plants. 

(8.) tipecularia speculum.— Only the four tallest of the crossed 
and the four tallest of the self-fertilised plants, growing in fonr 
pots, were measured ; and the former were to the latter in height 
as 100 to 9a In all four pots a crossed plant flowered before 
any one of the self-'fertilised plants, and this is usually a safe 
indication of some real superiority in the crossed plants. The 
flowers on tho parent- plants which were crossed with pollon from 
another plant yielded seeds compared with tho self-fertilised 
flowers in the ratio of 100 to 7a We may therefore drew the 
same conclusion as in the last ease with respect to a cross being 
decidedly beneficial. 

(9.) jtimujo officinalis . — Only four crossed and four self- 
fertilised plants were raised and measured, and the former were 
to the latter in height as 100 to 102. So small a number of 
measurements ought never to l» trusted; and in the present in- 
stance tho udvantogo of the self-fertilised over the crossed plants 
depended almost entirely on ono of tho self- fertilised plants 
having grown to an unusual height. All four crossed plants 
flowered l>efore their self-fertilised opponents. The cross- 
fertilised flowers on tho parent-plants in comparison with the 
self-fortilisod flowors yielded soods in the proportion of 100 to 60. 
So that here again we may draw tho same conclusion as in the 
two last cases. 

(10.) Passiflora gracilis .— Only two crossed and two self- 
fertilised plants were raised; and tho former were to tho latter in 
height as 100 to 104. On the other hand, fruits from tho cross- 
fertilised flowers on tho parent-plants contained seeds in uumher, 
compared with those from the self-fertilised flowers, in tho pro- 
portion of 100 to 85. 

(11.) Phaseolus multiflorus .—' The five crossed plants were to 
the five self-fertilised in height as 100 to 96. Although the 
crossed plants were thus only four per cent taller than the 
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self-fertilised, they flowered in both pots before them. It is 
therefore probable that they had some real advantage over ths 
self-fertilised plants. 

(12.) Admit aestivalis . — The four crossed plants were almost 
exactly eqnal in height to the fonr self-fertilised plants, but as 
so few plants were measured, and as these wore all “ miserably 
unhealthy,” nothing can be inferred with safety with respect to 
their relative heights. 

(18.) Bartonia aureo.—Thc eight crossed plants were to the 
eight self-fertilised in height as 100 to 107. This number of 
plants, considering the care with which they were raised and 
compared, ought to have given a trustworthy result. But from 
some unknown cause thoy grew very unequally, and they be- 
came so unhealthy that only three of the crossed and three 
of the self-fertilised plants set any seeds, and these few in 
number. Under these circumstances the mean height of neither 
lot can be trusted, and the experiment is valueless. The cross- 
fertilised flowers on the parent-plants yielded rather more seeds 
than the self-fertilised flowers. 

(14.) Tbunltergia aJata . — The six crossed plants were to the 
six self-fertilised in height as 100 to 108. Here the self- fertilised 
plants seem to have a decided advantage ; but both lots grew 
unequally, some of the plants in both being more than twice as 
tall as others. The parent-plants also were in an odd somi- 
sterile condition. Under these circumstances the superiority of 
the self-fertilised plants cannot be fully trusted. 

(15.) Nolana i>ror,trata . — The five crossed plants were to the five 
self-fertilised in height as 100 to 105 ; so that the latter seem 
here to have a small but decided advantage. On the other hand, 
the flowers on the parent-plants which were cross-fertilised 
produced very many more capsules than the solf-fertilised flowers, 
in the ratio of 100 to 21 ; and the seeds which the former con- 
tained were heavier than an equal number from the self-fertilised 
capsules in the ratio of 100 to 82. 

(16.) Hibiscus a/ricanus .— Only fonr pairs were raised, and the 
crossed were to the self-fertilised in height as 100 to 109. 
Excepting that too few plants were measured, I know of nothing 
else to cause distrust in the result. The cross-fertilised 
flowers on the parent-plants wore, on the other hand, rather 
more productive than the self-fertilised flowers. 

(17.) Apium petroselinum . — A few plants (number not re- 
corded) derived from flowers believed to have been crossed by 
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insects and a few self- fertilised plants were grown on the opposite 
sides of four pots. Thoy attained to a nearly equal height, the 
crossed having a very slight advantage. 

(18.) Vanddlia n ummularifolia.— Twenty crossed plants raised 
from the seeds of perfect flowers were to twenty self-fertilised 
plants, likewiso raised from the seeds of |>erfoct flowers, in height 
as 100 to 99. The experiment was repented, with the solo 
difference that the plants wero allowed to grow more crowded ; 
and now the twenty-four tallest of the crossed plants were to 
the twenty-four tallest self-fertilised plants in height as 100 to 
94, and in weight ns 100 to 97. Moreover, a larger number of the 
crossed than of the self-fertilised plants grew to a moderate 
height. The above-mentioned twenty crossed plants were also 
grown in competition with twenty self-fertilised plants raised 
from the closed or cleistogamic flowers, and their heights were as 
100 to 94. Therefore had it not been for the first trial, in which 
the crossed plants wero to the self-fertilised in height only as 
100 to 99, this species might have been classed with those in 
which the crossed plants exceed the self-fertilised by above five 
per cent. On the other hand, the crossed plants in the second 
trial bore fewer capshles, and these contained fewer seeds, than 
did the self- fertilised plants, all the capsules having been 
produced by cleistogamic flowers. The whole case therefore must 
be left doubtful. 

(19.) Pisum sativum (common pea).— Four plants derived from 
u cross between individuals of the same variety were in height 
to four self-fertilised plants belonging to the same variety as 100 
tolls. Although this cross did no good, we have seen under 
Table C that a cross between distinct varieties adds greatly to 
the height and vigour of the offspring ; and it was there explained 
that the fact of a cross between the individuals of the same variety 
not being boneficial, is almost certainly duo to their having been 
self-fertilised for many generations, and in each generation 
grown under nearly similar conditions. 

(20, 21, 22.) Canna warscewicti. — Plants belonging to three 
generations were observed, and in all of throo the crossed were 
approximately equal to the self-fertilised ; the average height of 
the thirty-four crossed plants being to that of the same number 
of self-fertilised plants as 100 to 101. Therefore the crossed 
plants had no advantage over the self-fertilised ; and it is pro- 
liable that the same explanation here holds good ns in the case 
of Pisum sativum ; for the flowers of this Canna are perfectly 
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self-fertile, and were never seen to be visited by insects in the 
hothouse, so os to be crossed by them. This plant, moreover, 
has been cultivated under glass for several generations in pots, 
8nd therefore under nearly uniform conditions. The capsules 
produced by the cross-fertilised flowers on the above thirty-four 
crossed plants contained more seeds than did the capsules 
produced by the self-fertilised flowers on the self-fertilised plants, 
in the proportion of 100 to 85 ; so that in this resjiect crossing 
was beneficial. 

(23.) Primula ai'nenm*.— The offspring of plants, some of 
which were legitimately and others illegitimately fertilised with 
pollen from a distinct plant, wore almost exactly of the same 
height as the offspring of self-fertilised plants ; but tho former 
with rare exceptions flowered before the latter. I havo shown 
in my work on heterostyled plants that tliis species is commonly 
raised in England from self-fertilised soed, and the plants from 
having boon cultivated in pots have been subjected to nearly 
uniform conditions. Moreover, many of them aro now varying 
and changing their character, so as to become in a greater or 
loss degree equal-styled, and in consequence highly self-fertile. 
Therefore I believo that the cause of tho crossod plants not 
exceeding in height tho self-fertilised is the same as in the two 
previous cases of Pisum sativum and Canna. 

(21, 25, 26.) Nicotian a tdbacum . — Four sets of measurements 
were made ; in one, the self-fertilised plants greatly exceeded in 
height the crossod, in two others they wore approximately equal 
to the crossed, and in the fourth were beaten by thorn ; but this 
latter case does not here concern us. The individual plants 
differ in constitution, so that the descendants of some profit by 
their parents having been intercrossed, whilst others do not. 
Taking all three generations together, tho twenty-seven orossod 
plants were in height to the twenty-seven self-fertilised plants 
as 100 to 96. This excess of height in tho crossed plants is so 
small compared with that displayed by the offspring from the 
same mother-plants when crossed by a slightly different varioty, 
that we may suspect (as explained under Table C) that most of 
the individuals belonging to the variety which served as the 
mother-plants in my experiments, had acquired a nearly similar 
constitution, so as not to profit by being mutually intercrossed. 

Reviewing these twenty-six cases, in which the 
crossed plants either do not exceed the self-fertilised 
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by above five per cent, in height, or are inferior to 
them, we may conclude that much the greater number 
of the cases do not form real exceptions to the rule, 
— that a cross between two plants, unless these have 
been self-fertilised and exposed to nearly the some 
conditions for many generations, gives a great 
advantage of some kind to the offspring. Of the 
twenty-six cases, at least two, namely, those of Adonis 
and Bartonia, may be wholly excluded, as the trials 
were worthless from the extreme unhealthiness of the 
plants. In twelve other cases (three triuls with Eseh- 
scholtzia here included) the crossed plants either were 
superior in height to the self-fertilised in all the other 
generations excepting the one in question, or they 
showed their superiority in some different manner, as 
in weight, fertility, or in flowering first ; or again, the 
cross-fertilised flowers on the mother-plant were much 
more productive of seed than the self-fertilised. 

Deducting these fourteen cases, there remain twelve 
in which the crossed plants show no well-marked 
advantage over the self-fertilised. On the other hand, 
we have seen that there are fifty-seven cases in which 
the crossed plants exceed the self-fertilised in height 
by at least five per cent., and generally in a much 
higher degree. But even in the twelve cases just 
referred to, the want of any advantage on the crossed 
side is far from certain : with Thunbergia the parent- 
plants were in an odd semi-sterile condition, and the 
offspring grew very unequally; with Hibiscus and 
Apium much too few plants were raised for the measure- 
ments to be trusted, and the cross-fertilised flowers of 
Hibiscus produced rather more seed than did the self- 
fertilised ; with Vandellia the crossed plants were a 
little taller and heavier than the self-fertilised, but as 
they were less fertile the case must be left doubtful. 
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Lastly, with Pisum, Primula, the three generations of 
Canim, and the three of Nicotiana (which together 
complete the twelve cases), a cross between two plants 
certainly did no good or very little good to the off- 
spring ; but we have reason to suspect that this is the 
result of these plants having been self-fertilised and 
cultivated under nearly uniform conditions for several 
generations. The same result followed with the experi- 
mental plants of Ipomoea and Mimulus, and to a certain 
extent with some other species, which had been inten- 
tionally treated by me in this manner; yet we know that 
these species in their normal condition profit greatly by 
being intercrossed. There is, therefore, not a single 
case in Table A which affords decisive evidence against 
the rule that a cross between plants, the progenitors of 
which have been subjected to somewhat diversified 
conditions, is beneficial to the offspring. This is a 
surprising conclusion, for from the analogy of domesti- 
cated animals it could not have been anticipated, that 
the good effects of crossing or the evil effects of self- 
fertilisation would have been perceptible until the 
plants had been thus treated for several generations. 

The results given in Table A may be looked at 
under another point of view. Hitherto each genera- 
tion lias been considered as a separate case, of which 
there are eighty-three ; and this no doubt is the more 
correct method of comparing the crossed and self- 
fertilised plants. 

But in those cases in which plants of the same 
species were observed during several generations, a 
general average of their heights in all the generations 
together may be made ; and such averages are 
given in Table A ; for instance, under Ipomoea the 
geuerul average for the plants of all ten generations 
is as 100 for the crossed, to 77 for the self-fertilised 
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plants. This having been done in each case in which 
more than one generation was raised, it is easy to 
calculate the average of the average heights of the 
crossed and self-fertilised plants of all the species 
included in Table A. It should however be observed 
that as only a few plants of some species, whilst a 
considerable number of others, were measured, the 
value of the mean or average heights of the several 
species is very different. Subject to this source of 
error, it may be worth while to give the mean of the 
mean heights of the fifty-four species in Table A ; and 
the result is, calling the mean of the mean heights 
of the crossed plants 100, that of the self-fertilised 
plants is 87. But it is a better plan to divide the 
fifty-four species into three groups, as was done with 
the previously given eighty-three cases. The first 
group consists of species of which the mean heights 
of the self-fertilised plants are within five per cent, 
of 100 ; so that the crossed and self-fertilised plants 
are approximately equal ; and of such species there 
are twelve about which nothing need be said, the 
mean of the mean heights of the self-fertilised being 
of course very nearly 100, or exactly 99 • 58. The 
second group consists of the species, thirty-seven in 
number, of which the mean heights of the crossed 
plants exceed that of the self-fertilised plants by 
more than five per cent.; and the mean of their 
mean heights is to that of the self-fertilised plants 
as 100 to 78. The third group consists of the species, 
only five in number, of which the mean heights of 
the self-fertilised plants exceed that of the crossed by 
more than five per cent.; and here the mean of the 
mean heights of the crossed plants is to that of the 
self-fertilised as 100 to 109. Therefore if we exclude 
the species which are approximately equal, there are 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



Chap. VII. 



TABLE B. 



thirty-seven species in which the mean of the mean 
heights of the crossed plants exceeds that of the self- 
fertilised by twenty-two per cent. ; whereas there are 
only five species in which the mean of the mean heights 
of die self-fertilised plants exceeds that of the crossed, 
and this only by nine per cent. 

The truth of the conclusion — that the good effects of 
a cross depend on the plants having been subjected 
to different conditions or to their belonging to differ- 
ent varieties, in both of which cases they would almost 
certainly differ somewhat in constitution — is supported 
by a comparison of the Tables A and C. The latter 
table gives the results of crossing plants with a fresh 
stock or with a distinct variety ; and the superiority of 
the crossed offspring over the self-fertilised is here 
much more general and much more strongly marked 
than in Table A, in which plants of the same stock 
were crossed. We have just seen that the mean of the 
mean heights of the crossed plants of the whole fifty- 
four species in Table A is to that of the self-fertilised 
plants as 100 to 87 ; whereas the mean of the mean 
heights of the plants crossed by a fresh stock is to that 
of the self-fertilised in Table C as 100 to 74. So that 
the crossed plants beat the self-fertilised plants by 
thirteen per cent in Table A, and by twenty-six per 
cent., or double as much, in Table C, which includes 
the results of a cross by a fresh stock. 

Table B. 

A few words must be added on the weights of 
the crossed plants of the same stock, in comparison 
with the self-fertilised. Eleven casos are given in 
Table B, relating to eight species. The number of 
plants which were weighed is shown in the two left 
columns, and their relative weights in the right 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



284 



SUMMARY OP MEASUREMENTS. Chap. VII. 



column, that of the crossed plants being taken as 
100. A few other cases have already been recorded 
in Table C in reference to plants crossed by a fresh 
stock. I regret that more trials of this kind were not 
made, as the evidence of the superiority of the crossed 
over the self-fertilised plants is thus shown in a more 
conclusive manner than by their relative heights. But 
this plan was not thought of until a rather late period, 
and there were difficulties in the way, as the seeds 
had to be collected when ripe, by which time the plants 
had often begun to wither. In only one out of the 
eleven cases in Table B, that of Eschscholtzia, do the 
self-fertilised plants exceed the crossed in weight ; and 
we have already seen they are likewise superior to them 
in height, though inferior in fertility, the whole ad- 
vantage of a cross being here confined to the repro- 
ductive system. With Vandellia the crossed plants 
were a little heavier, as they were also a little taller 
than the self-fertilised; but as a greater number of 
more productive capsules, were produced by the cleis- 
togamic flowers on the self-fertilised plants than by 
those on the crossed plants, the case must be left, as 
remarked under Table A, altogether doubtful. The 
crossed and self-fertilised offspring from a partially 
self-sterile plant of Reseda odorata were almost equal 
in weight, though not in height. In the remaining 
eight cases, the crossed plants show a wonderful 
superiority over the self-fertilised, being more than 
double their weight, except in one case, and here 
the ratio is as high as 100 to 67. The results thus 
deduced from the weights of the plants confirm in a 
striking manner the former evidence of the beneficial 
effects of a cross between two plants of the same stock ; 
and in the few cases in which plants derived from a 
cross with a fresh stock were weighed, the results are 
similar or even more striking. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Difference between Crossed and Self-fertilised Plants in 
Constitutional Vigour and in other respects. 

Greater constitutional vigour of crossed plunts— The effects of great 
crowding— Competition with other kinds of plunts— Self-fertilised 
plants more liable to premature death— Crossed plants generally 
flower before the self-fertilised —Negative effects of intercrossing 
flowers on the same plant— Casea described— Transmission of the 
good effects of a cross to later generations— Effects of crossing 
plunts of closely related parentage— Uniform colour of the flowers 
on plants self-fertilised during several generations and cultivated 
nnder similar conditions. 



Greater constitutional Vigour of crossed Plants . — As in 
almost all my experiments an equal number of crossed 
and self-fertilised seeds, or more commonly seedlings 
just beginning to sprout, were planted on the oppo- 
site sides of the same pots, they had to compete 
with one another ; and the greater height, weight, and 
fertility of the crossed plants may be attributed to 
their possessing greater innate constitutional vigour. 
Generally the plants of the two lots whilst very young 
were of equal height; but afterwards the crossed 
gained insensibly on their opponents, and this shows 
that they possessed some inherent superiority, though 
not displayed at a very early period of life. There 
were, however, some conspicuous exceptions to the 
rule of the two lots being at first equal in height ; thus 
the crossed seedlings of the broom ( Sarothamnus 
scoparius ) when under three inches in height were more 
than twice as tall as the self-fertilised plants. 
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After the crossed or the self-fertilised plants had 
once grown decidedly taller than their opponents, a 
still increasing advantage would tend to follow 
from the stronger plants robbing the weaker ones 
of nourishment and overshadowing them. This was 
evidently the case with the crossed plants of Viola tri- 
color, which ultimately quite overwhelmed the self- 
fertilised. But that the crossed plants have an inherent 
superiority, independently of competition, was some- 
times well shown when both lots were planted 
separately, not far distant from one another, in good 
soil in the open ground. This was likewise shown in 
several cases, even with plants growing in close compe- 
tition with one another, by one of the self-fertilised 
plants exceeding for a time its crossed opponent, which 
had been injured by some accident or was at first 
sickly, but being ultimately conquered by it. The 
plants of the eighth generation of Ipomcea were raised 
from small seeds produced by unhealthy parents, and 
the self-fertilised plants grew at first very rapidly, 
so that when the plants of both lots were about three 
feet in height, the mean height of the crossed to that 
of the self-fertilised was as 100 to 122; when they 
were about six feet high the two lots were very nearly 
equal, but ultimately when between eight and nine feet 
in height, the crossed plants asserted their usual 
superiority, and were to the self-fertilised in height as 
100 to 85. 

The constitutional superiority of the crossed over the 
self-fertilised plants was proved in another way in the 
third generation of Mimulus, by self-fertilised seeds 
being sown on one side of a pot, and after a certain 
interval of time crossed seeds on the opposite side. The 
self-fertilised seedlings thus had (for I ascertained that 
the seeds germinated simultaneously) a clear advantage 
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over the crossed in the start for the race. Nevertheless 
they were easily beaten (as may be seen under the 
head of Mimulus) when the crossed seeds were sown 
two whole days after the self-fertilised. But when the 
interval was four days, the two lots were nearly equal 
throughout life. Even in this latter case the crossed 
plants still possessed an inherent advantage, for after 
both lots had grown to their full height they were 
cut down, and without being disturbed were transferred 
to a larger pot, and when in the ensuing year they 
had again grown to their full height they were 
measured ; and now the tallest crossed plants were to 
the tallest self-fertilised plants in height as 100 to 75, 
and in fertility (i.e., by weight of seeds produced by an 
equal number of capsules from both lots) as 100 to 34. 

My usual method of proceeding, namely, to plant 
several pairs of crossed and self-fertilised seeds in an 
equal state of germination on the opposite sides of the 
same pots, so that the plants were subjected to 
moderately severe mutual competition, was I think 
the best that could have been followed, and was a fair 
test of what occurs in a state of nature. For plants 
sown by nature generally come up crowded, and are 
almost always exposed to very severe competition 
with one another and with other kinds of plants. This 
latter consideration led me to make some trials, chiefly 
but not exclusively with Ipomoea and Mimulus, by 
sowing crossed and self-fertilised seeds on the opposite 
sides of large pots in which other plants had long been 
growing, or in the midst of other plants out of doors. 
The seedlings were thus subjected to very severe 
competition with plants of other kinds; and in all 
such cases, the crossed seedlings exhibited a great 
superiority in their power of growth over the self- 
fertilised. 
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After the germinating seedlings had been planted 
in pairs on the opposite sides of several pots, the 
remaining seeds, whether or not in a state of germina- 
tion, were in most cases sown very thickly on the two 
sides of an additional large pot ; so that the seedlings 
came up extremely crowded, and were subjected to 
extremely severe competition and unfavourable condi- 
tions. In such cases the crossed plants almost invari- 
ably showed a greater superiority over the self-fertilised, 
than did the plants which grew in pairs in the pots. 

Sometimes crossed and self-fertilised seeds were 
sown in separate rows in the open ground, which was 
kept clear of weeds; so that the seedlings were not 
subjected to any competition with other kinds of 
plants. Those however in each row had to struggle 
with the adjoining ones in the same row. When fully 
grown, several of the tallest plants in each row were 
selected, measured, and compared. The result was 
in several cases (but not so invariably as might have 
been expected) that the crossed plants did not exceed 
in height the self-fertilised in nearly so great a degree 
as when grown in pairs in the pots. Thus with the 
plants of Digitalis, which competed together in pots, the 
crossed were to the self-fertilised in height as 100 to 
70 ; whilst those which were grown separately were only 
as 100 to 85. Nearly the same result was observed 
with Brassica. With Nicotians the crossed were to 
the self-fertilised plants in height, when grown 
extremely crowded together in pots, as 100 to 54; 
when grown much less crowded in pots as 100 to 06, 
and when grown in the open ground, so as to be sub- 
jected to but little competition, as 100 to 72. On the 
other hand with Zea, there was a greater difference in 
height between the crossed and self-fertilised plants 
growing out of doors, than between the pairs which 
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grew in pots in the hothouse; but this may be 
attributed to the self-fertilised plants being more 
tender, so that they suffered more than the crossed, 
when both lots were exposed to a cold and wet summer 
Lastly, with one out of two series of Reseda odorata. 
grown out of doors in rows, as well as with Beta 
vulgaris, the crossed plants did not at all exceed the self- 
fertilised in height, or exceeded them by a mere trifle. 

The innate power of the crossed plants to resist 
unfavourable conditions far better than did the self- 
fertilised plants, was shown on two occasions in a 
curious manner, namely, with Iberia and in the third 
generation of Petunia, by the great superiority in 
height of the crossed over the self-fertilised seedlings, 
when both sets were grown under extremely unfavourable 
conditions; whereas owing to special circumstances 
exactly the reverse occurred with the plants raised from 
the same seeds and grown in pairs in pots. A nearly 
analogous case was observed on two other occasions 
with plants of the first generation of Nicotians. 

The crossed plants always withstood the injurious 
effects of being suddenly removed into the open air 
after having been kept in the greenhouse better than 
did the self-fertilised. On several occasions they also 
resisted much better cold and intemperate weather. 
This was manifestly the case with some crossed and 
■elf-fertilised plants of Ipomaea, which were suddenly 
moved from the hothouse to the coldest part of a cool 
greenhouse. The offspring of plants of the eighth 
■elf-fertilised generation of Mimulus crossed by a fresh 
stock, survived a frost which killed every single self- 
fertilised and intercrossed plant of the same old stock. 
Nearly the same result followed with some crossed and 
■elf-fertilised plants of Viola tricolor. Even the tips 
of the shoots of the crossed plants of Sarothamn us 
V 
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seoparius were not touched by a very severe winter ; 
w'hereas all the self-fertilised plants were killed half- 
way down to the ground, so that they were not able to 
flower during the next summer. Young crossed 
seedlings of Nicotiana withstood a cold and wet 
summer much better than the self-fertilised seedlings. 
I have met with only one exception to the rule of 
crossed plants being hardier than the self-fertilised: 
three long rows of Eschscholtzia plants, consisting of 
crossed seedlings from a fresh stock, of intercrossed 
seedlings of the same stock, and of self-fertilised ones, 
were left unprotected during a severe winter, and all 
perished except two of the self-fertilised. But this 
case is not so anomalous as it at first appears, for it 
should be remembered that the self-fertilised plants 
of Eschscholtzia always grow taller and are heavier 
than the crossed ; the whole benefit of a cross with this 
species being confined to increased fertility. 

Independently of any external cause which could 
be detected, the self-fertilised plants were more liable 
to premature death than were the crossed ; and this 
seems to me a curious fact. Whilst the seedlings 
were very young, if one died its antagonist w as pulled 
up and thrown away, and I believe that many more of 
the self-fertilised died at this early age than of the 
crossed ; but I neglected to keep any record. With 
Bela vulgaris, however, it is certain that a large number 
of the self-fertilised seeds perished after germinating 
beneath the ground, whereas the crossed seeds sown at 
the same time did not thus suffer. When a plant 
died at a somewhat more advanced age the fact was 
recorded ; and I find in my notes that out of several 
hundred plants, only seven of the crossed died, whilst 
of the self-fertilised at least twenty-nine were thus 
lost, that is more than four times as many. Mr. Galton, 
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after examining some of my tables, remarks : “ It is very 
evident thut the columns with the self-fertilised plants 
include the larger number of exceptionally small 
plants ; ” and the frequent presence of such puny plants 
no doubt stands in close relation with their liability to 
premature death. The self-fertilised plants of Petunia 
completed their growth and began to wither sooner 
than did the intercrossed plants; and these latter 
considerably before the offspring from a cross with a 
fresh stock. 

Period of Flowering . — In some cases, as with Digitalis, 
Dianthus, and Reseda, a larger number of the crossed 
than of the self-fertilised plants threw up flower-stems ; 
but this probably was merely the result of their greater 
power of growth ; for in the first generation of Lobelia 
fulgent, in which the self-fertilised plants greatly ex- 
ceeded in height the crossed plants, some of the latter 
failed to throw up flower-stems. With a large number 
of species, the crossed plants exhibited a well-marked 
tendency to flower before the self-fertilised ones 
growing in the same pots. It should however be 
remarked that no record was kept of the flowering of 
many of the species; and when a record was kept, 
the flowering of the first plant in each pot was alone 
observed, although two or more pairs grew in the same 
pot. I will now give three lists, — one of the species 
in which the first plant that flowered was a crossed 
one, — a second in which the first that flowered was a 
self-fertilised plant, — and a third of those which 
flowered at the same time. 

Species, of which the first Plants that flowered were 
of Crossed Parentage. 

Ipomaa purpurea. — I record in my notes that in all ten genera- 
tions many of the crossed plants flowered before the self- 
fertilised ; but no details were kept 

D 2 
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Mimulut lutnu (Fiist Generation).— Ten flowers on the crossed 
plants were fully expanded before one on tho self- fertilised. 

Mimulut lutrvg (Second and Third Generation).— In both these 
generations a crossed plant flowered before one of the self- 
fertilised in all three pots. 

Mimulut in tetis (Fifth Generation).— In all three pots a crossed 
plant flowered first; yet the self-fertilised plants, which 
belonged to the new tall variety, were in height to the 
crossed as 126 to 100. 

Mimulut lulnu .— Plants derived from a cross with a fresh stock, 
as well as the intercrossed plants of the old stock, flowered 
bofore the self-fertilised plants in nine out of tho ton pots. 

Salvia coccinea—K crossed plant flowered before any one of the 
self-fertilised in all three pots. 

Origanum vulgart .— During two successive seasons several 
crossed plants flowered before the self- fertilised. 

Brattica oleracea (First Generation).— All tho crossed plants 
growing in pots and in the open ground flowered first 

Brattica Ucracea (Second Generation). — A crossed plant in 
three out of the four pots flowered before any one of the 
self-fortilised. 

Iberit umbcllata . — In both pots a crossed plant flowered first. 

Etchtchclltia cal if arnica . — Plants derived from the Brazilian 
stock crossed by the English stock flowered in five out of 
the nine pots first; in four of them a self-fertilised plant 
floworod first ; and not in one pot did an intercrossed plant 
of the old stock flower first. 

Viola tricolor . — A crossed plant in five out of the six pots 
flowered before any one of the self-fertilised. 

Dianthui caryophyllut (First Generation).— In two largo beds 
of plants, four of tho crossed plants flowered before any one 
of the self-fertilised. 

Dianthui caryophyllut (Second Generation).— In both pots a 
crossed plant flowered first 

Dianthui caryophylhu (Third Generation).— In three out of 
the four pots a crossed plant flowered first ; yet the crossed 
were to the self-fertilised in height only as 100 to 99, but in 
weight as 100 to 49. 

Dianthui caryophyllut .— Plants derived from a cross with a fresh 
stock, and the intercrossed plants of tho old stock, both 
flowered before the self-fertilised in nine out of the ten pots. 

Hibitcut africanut . — In three out of the four pots a crossed 
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plant flowered before any one of the self-fertilised ; yet the 
latter were to the crossed in height os 109 to 100. 

Tropxulum minus. — A crossed plant flowered before any one of 
the self-fortilised in three out of the four pots, and simul- 
taneously in the fourth pot. 

Limmmthet douglaeii . — A crossed plant flowered before any one 
of the self-fertilised in four out of the five pots. 

Phaeeolut multijiunu.— In both pots a crossed plant flowered 
first. 

Specularta speculum.— In all four pots a crossed plant flowered 
first 

Lobelia ramosa (First Generation).— In all four pots a crossed 
plant flowered before any one of the self-fertilised. 

Lobelia ranuaa (Second Generation). — In all four pots a crossed 
plant flowered some days before any one of the self- 
fertilised. 

Nemophila ineign in. — In four out of the five pots a crossed plant 
flowered first. 

Bongo officinalis.— In both pots a crossed plant flowered first 

Petunia violacea (Second Generation).— In all three pots a 
crossed plant flowered first 

Nicotiana tabacum.—A. plant derived from a cross with a fresh 
stock flowered before any one of the self-fertilised plants of 
the fourth generation, in fifteen out of the sixteen pots. 

Cyclamen jtenicum. — During two successive seasons a crossed 
plant flowered some weeks before any one of the self-fertilised 
in all four pots. 

Primula verit (equal-styled var.). — In all three pots a crossed 
plant flowered first. 

Primula sinensis. — In all four pots plants derived from an 
illegitimate croeB between distinct plants flowered before 
any one of the self-fertilised plants. 

Primula sinensis. — A legitimately crossed plant flowered before 
any one of the self-fertilised plants in seven out of the eight 

Fagopgrum eeculentam . — A legitimately crossed plant flowered 
from ono to two days before any ono of the self-fertilised 
plants in all three pots. 

Zea mays.— In all four pots a crossed plant flowered first 

Fhalarit canarianis.— The crossed plants flowered before the 
self-fertilised in the open ground, but simultaneously in the 
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Species, of which the first Plants that flowered were of 
Self-fertilised Parentage. 

EsehtcbolUia California! (First Generation).— The crossed plants 
were at first taller than the self-fertilised, bnt on their second 
growth during the following year the self-fertilised exceeded 
the crossed in height, and now they flowered first in three 
out of the four pots. 

I.upinm luteug . — Although the crossed plants were to the self- 
fertilised in height as 100 to 82 ; yet in all three pots the 
self-fertilised plants flowered first. 

Clarkiu elegant. — Although the crossed plants were, as in the 
lost case, to the self-fertilised in height as 100 to 82, yet in 
the two pots the self-fertilised flowered first. 

Lobelia fulgmt (First Generation).— The crossed plants were to 
tho self-fertilised in height only as 100 to 127, and the latter 
flowered much before the crossed. 

Petunia violacea (Third Generation).— The crossed plants were 
to the self-fertilisod in height as 100 to 131, and in three 
out of tho four pots a self-fertilised plant flowered first ; in 
the fourth pot simultaneously. 

Petunia violacea (Fourth Generation).— Although tho crossed 
plants were to the self-fertilisod in height as 100 to 69, yet 
in three out of tho five pots a self-fertilised plant flowered 
first ; 'in the fourth pot simultaneously, and only in the fifth 
did a crossed plant flower first. 

Nicotiana tabucum (First Generation). — Tho crossed plants 
were to the self-fertilised in height only as 100 to 178, and 
a self-fertilised plant flowered first in all four pots. 

Nicotiana tabacum (Third Generation).— The crossed plants 
were to the self-fertilised in height as 100 to 101, and in 
four out of the five pots a self-fertilised plant flowered first. 

Canna imncewicti.— In the three generations taken together the 
crossed were to tho self-fertilised in height os 100 to 101 ; in 
the first generation the self-fertilised plants showed some 
tendency to flower first, and in the third generation they 
flowered first in nine out of the twelve pots. 

Species in which the Crossed and Self-fertilised Plants 
flowered almost simultaneously. 

ilimulut luleut (Sixth Generation). — The crossed plants were 
inferior in height and vigour to the self-fertilised plants 
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which all belonged to the new white-flowored tall variety, 
yet in only half the pots did the self-fertilised plants flower 
first, and in the other half the crossed plants. 

Viscaria oculata. -The crossed plants were only a little taller 
than the self-fertilised (viz., as 100 to 97), but con- 
siderably more fertile, yet both lots flowered almost 
simultaneously. 

Lalhyrut odvratui (Second Generation).— Although the crossed 
plants woro to the self-fertilised in height as 100 to 88, yet 
there was no marked difference in their period of flowering. 
Lobelia fulgent (Second Generation).— Although tho crossed 
plants were to the self-fertilised in height as 100 to 91, yet 
they flowered simultaneously. 

Nicotiana tabacum (Third Generation).— Although the crossed 
plants were to the self-fertilised in height as 100 to 83, yet 
in half the pots a self-fertilised plant flowered first, and in 
the other half a crossed plant. 

These three lists include fifty-eight cases, in which 
the period of flowering of the crossed and self-fertilised 
plants was recorded. In forty-four of them a crossed 
plant flowered first either in a majority of the pots or 
in all ; in nine instances a self-fertilised plant flowered 
first, and in five the two lots flowered simultaneously. 
One of the most striking cases is that of Cyclamen, in 
which the crossed plants flowered some weeks before 
the self-fertilised in all four pots during two seasons. 
In the second generation of Lobelia ramosa, a crossed 
plant flowered in all four pots some days before any 
one of the self-fertilised. Plants derived from a 
cross with a fresh stock generally showed a very 
strongly marked tendency to flower before the self- 
fertilised and the intercrossed plants of the old stock ; 
all three lots growing in the same pots. Thus with 
Mimulus and Dianthus, in only one pot out of ten, and 
in Nicotians in only one pot out of sixteen, did a self- 
fertilised plant flower before the plants of the two crossed 
kinds, — these latter flowering almost simultaneously. 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



296 PERIOD OF FLOWERING OF Chap. VIII. 

A consideration of the two first lists, especially of 
the second one, shows that a tendency to flower first is 
generally connected with greater power of growth, that 
is, with greater height. But there are some remarkable 
exceptions to this rule, proving that some other cause 
comes into play. Thus the crossed plants both of 
Lupinus Intern and Clarkia degans were to the self- 
fertilised plants in height as 100 to 82, and yet the 
latter flowered first In the third generation of Nico- 
tiana, and in all three generations of Canna, the 
crossed and self-fertilised plants wero of nearly equal 
height, yet the self-fertilised tended to flower first 
On the other hand, with Primula sinensis, plants 
raised from a cross between two distinct individuals, 
whether these were legitimately or illegitimately 
crossed, flowered before the illegitimately self-fertilised 
plants, although all the plants were of nearly equal 
height in both cases. So it was with respect to height 
and flowering with Phaseolus, Specularia, and Borago. 
The crossed plants of Hibiscus were inferior in height 
to the self-fertilised, in the ratio of 100 to 109, and yet 
they flowered before the self-fertilised in three out of 
the four pots. On the whole, there can be no doubt 
that the crossed plants exhibit a tendency to flower 
before the self-fertilised, almost though not quite so 
strongly marked as to grow to a greater height, to 
weigh more, and to be more fertile. 

A few other cases not included in the above three 
lists deserve notice. In all three pots of Viola tricolor, 
naturally crossed plants the offspring of crossed plants 
flowered before naturally crossed plants the offspring 
of self-fertilised plants. Flowers on two plants, both of 
self-fertilised parentage, of the sixth generation of 
Mimulus luteus were intercrossed, and other flowers on 
the same plants were fertilised with their own pollen ; 
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intercrossed seedlings and seedlings of the seventh 
self-fertilised generation were thus raised, and the 
latter flowered before the intercrossed in three out of 
the five pots. Flowers on a plant both of Mimulus 
Iutc.ua and of Ipomoea purpurea were crossed with pollen 
from other flowers on the same plant, and other flowers 
were fertilised with their own pollen; intercrossed 
seedlings of this peculiar kind, and others strictly self- 
fertilised being thus raised. In the case of the 
Mimulus the self-fertilised plants flowered first in seven 
out of the eight pots, and in the case of the Ipomcea 
in eight out of the ten pots ; so that an intercross 
between the flowers on the same plant was very far 
from giving to the offspring thus raised, any advantage 
over the strictly self-fertilised plants in their period 
of flowering. 

The Effects of crossing Flowers on the same Plant. 

In the discussion on the results of a cross with a fresh 
stock, given under Table C in the last chapter, it was 
shown that the mere act of crossing by itself does no 
good ; but that the advantages thus derived depend on 
the plants which are crossed, either consisting of 
distinct varieties which will almost certainly differ 
somewhat in constitution, or on the progenitors of the 
plants which are crossed, though identical in every 
external character, having been subjected to somewhat 
different conditions and having thus acquired some 
slight difference in constitution. All the flowers 
produced by the same plant have been developed 
from the same seed ; those which expand at the same 
time have been exposed to exactly the same climatic 
influences ; and the stems have all been nourished by 
the same roots. Therefore in accordance with the con- 
clusion just referred to, no good ought to result from 
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crossing flowers on the same plant.* In opposition to 
this conclusion is the fact that a bud is in one sense 
a distinct individual, and is capable of occasionally or 
even not rarely assuming new external characters, as 
well as new constitutional peculiarities. Plants raised 
from buds which have thus varied may be propagated 
for a great length of time by grafts, cuttings, &c., and 
sometimes even by seminal generation.f There exist 
also numerous species in which the flowers on the 
same plant differ from one another, — as in the sexual 
organs of monoecious and polygamous plants, — in the 
structure of the circumferential flowers in many Com- 
positio, Umbelliferse, &c.,— in the structure of the 
central flower in some plants,— in the two kinds of 
flowers produced by cleistogamic species, — and in 
several other such cases. These instances clearly 
prove that the flowers on the same plant have often 
varied independently of one another in many im- 
portant respects, such variations having been fixed, 
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io of the Mela- 



dilferently coloured 

- vrs ; but here, again, there is 

some reason for believing that the 
shorter stamens are tending to- 
wards abortion. In the vory dif- 
ferent case of trimorphio liotero- 
•tyled plants, the two sets of sta- 
mens in ttie smne flower huvo 
widely different fertilising powers. 

t I linvo given numerous eases 
of such bud- varint ions in my ‘ Va- 
riation of Animals and Plants nn- 
dor Domestication,' chap, xi 2nd 
edit. vol. i. p. 148. 
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like those on distinct plants during the develop- 
ment of species. 

It was therefore necessary to ascertain by experiment 
what would be the effect of intercrossing flowers on 
the same plant, in comparison with fertilising them 
with their own pollen or crossing them with pollen 
from a distinct plant. Trials were carefully made on 
five genera belonging to four families; and in only 
one case, namely, Digitalis, did the offspring from a 
cross between the flowers on the same plant receive 
any benefit, and the benefit here was small compared 
with that derived from a cross between distinct plants. 
In the chapter on Fertility, when we consider the 
effects of cross-fertilisation and self-fertilisation on the 
productiveness of the parent-plants we shall arrive at 
nearly the same result, namely, that a cross between 
the flowers on the same plant does not at all increase 
the number of the seeds, or only occasionally and to a 
slight degree. I will now give an abstract of the 
results of the five trials which were made. 

(1.) Digitalis purpurea . — Seedlings raised from inter- 
crossed flowers on the same plant, and others from 
flowers fertilised with their own pollen, were grown in 
the usual manner in competition with one another on 
the opposite sides of ten pots. In this and the four 
following cases, the details may be found under the 
head of each species. In eight pots, in which the 
plants did not grow much crowded, the flower-stems 
on sixteen intercrossed plants were in height to those 
on sixteen self-fertilised plants, as 100 to 94. In the 
two other pots in which the plants grew much crowded, 
the flower-stems on nine intercrossed plants were in 
height to those on nine self-fertilised plants, as 100 
to 90. That the intercrossed plants in these two latter 
pots had a real advantage over their self-fertilised 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



300 THE EFFECTS OF CROSSING Chap. VIII. 

opponents, was well shown by their relative weights 
when cut down, which was as 100 to 78. The mean 
height of the flower-stems on the twenty-five inter- 
crossed plants in the ten pots taken together, was to 
that of the flower-stems on the twenty-five self-ferti- 
lised plants, as 100 to 92. Thus the intercrossed 
plants were certainly superior to the self-fertilised in 
some degree ; but their superiority was small compared 
with that of the offspring from a cross between distinct 
plants over the self-fertilised, this being in the ratio 
of 100 to 70 in height. Nor does this latter ratio 
show at all fairly the great superiority of the plants 
derived from a cross between distinct individuals over 
the self-fertilised, as the former produced more than 
twice as many flower-stems as the latter, and were 
much less liable to premature death. 

(2.) Ipomcea purpurea. — Thirty-one intercrossed plants 
raised from a cross between flowers on the same plants 
were grown in ten pots in competition with the same 
number of self-fertilised plants, and the former were 
to the latter in height as 100 to 105. So that the 
self-fertilised plants were a little taller than the inter- 
crossed ; and in eight out of the ten pots a self-fertilised 
plant flowered before any one of the crossed plants in 
the same pots. The plants which were not greatly 
crowded in nine of the pots (and these offer the fairest 
standard of comparison) were cut down and weighed ; 
and the weight of the twenty-seven intercrossed plants 
was to that of the twenty-seven self-fertilised as 100 
to 124; so that by this test the superiority of the 
self-fertilised was strongly marked. To this subject of 
the superiority of the self-fertilised plants in certain 
cases, I shall have to recur in a future chapter. If we 
now turn to the offspring from a cross between 
distinct plants when put into competition with self- 
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fertilised plants, we find that the mean height of 
seventy-three such crossed plants, in the course of ten 
generations, was to that of the same number of 
self-fertilised plants as 100 to 77 ; and in the case of 
the plants of the tenth generation in weight as 100 to 
44. Thus the contrast between the effects of crossing 
flowers on the same plant, and of crossing flowers on 
distinct plants, is wonderfully great. 

(3.) Stimulus luteus. — Twenty-two plants raised by 
crossing flowers on the same plant were grown in 
competition with the same number of self-fertilised 
plants ; and the former were to the latter in height as 
100 to 95, or if four dwarfed plants are excluded as 
100 to 101 ; and in weight as 100 to 103. In seven out 
of the eight pots a self-fertilised plant flowered before 
any of the intercrossed. So that here again the self- 
fertilised exhibit a trifling superiority over the inter- 
crossed plants. For the sake of comparison, I may 
add that seedlings raised during three generations 
from a cross between distinct plants were to the self- 
fertilised plants in height as 100 to 65. 

(4.) Pelargonium zonale . — Two plants growing in 
separate pots, which had been propagated by cuttings 
from the same plant, and therefore formed in fact 
parts of the same individual, were intercrossed, and 
other flowers on one of these plants were self-fertilised ; 
but the seedlings obtained by the two processes did 
not differ in height When, on the other hand, flowers 
on one of the above plants were crossed with pollen 
taken from a distinct seedling, and other flowers were 
self-fertilised, the crossed offspring thus obtained were 
to the self-fertilised in height as 100 to 74 

(5.) Origanum wlgare . — A plant which had been 
long cultivated in my kitchen garden, had spread by 
stolons so as to form a large bed or clump. Seedlings 
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raised by intercrossing flowers on these plants, which 
strictly consisted of the same plant, and other seedlings 
raised from self-fertilised flowers, were carefully com- 
pared from their earliest youth to maturity ; and they 
did not differ at all in height or in constitutional 
vigour. Some flowers on these seedlings were then 
crossed with pollen taken from a distinct seedling, and 
other flowers were self-fertilised ; two fresh lots of 
seedlings being thus raised, which were the grand- 
children of the plant that had spread by stolons and 
formed a large clump in my garden. Those differed 
much in height, the crossed plants being to the 
self-fertilised as 100 to 86. They differed, also, to a 
wonderful degree in constitutional vigour. The crossed 
plants flowered first, and produced exactly twice as 
many flower-stems ; and they afterwards increased by 
stolons to such an extent as almost to overwhelm the 
self-fertilised plants. 

Reviewing these five cases, we see that in four of 
them, the effect of a cross between flowers on the same 
plant (even on offsets of the same plant growing on 
separate roots, as with the Pelargonium and Origa- 
num) does not differ from that of the strictest self- 
fertilisation. Indeed, in two of the cases the self-fer- 
tilised plants were slightly superior to such intercrossed 
plants. With Digitalis a cross between the flowers on 
the same plant certainly did do some good, yet very 
slight compared with that from a cross between distinct 
plants. On the whole the results here arrived at, if 
we bear in mind that the flower-buds are to a certain 
extent distinct individuals and occasionally vary inde- 
pendently of one another, agree well with our general 
conclusion, that the advantages of a cross depend on 
the progenitors of the crossed plants possessing some- 
what different constitutions, either from having been 
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exposed to different conditions, or to their having 
varied from unknown causes in a manner which we in 
our ignorance are forced to speak of as spontaneous. 
Hereafter I shall have to recur to this subject of the 
inefficiency of a cross between the flowers on the same 
plant, when we consider the part which insects play in 
the cross-fertilisation of flowers. 

On the Transmission of the good Effects from a Cross 
and of the evil Effects from Self -fertilisation . — We have 
seen that seedlings from a cross between distinct plants 
almost always exceed their self-fertilised opponents in 
height, weight, and constitutional vigour, and, as will 
hereafter be shown, often in fertility. To ascertain 
whether this superiority would be transmitted beyond 
the first generation, seedlings were raised on three 
occasions from crossed and self-fertilised plants, both 
sets being fertilised in the same manner, and therefore 
not as in the many cases given in Tables A, B, and C, 
in which the crossed plants were again crossed and the 
self-fertilised again self-fertilised. 

Firstly, seedlings were raised from self-fertilised 
seeds produced under a net by crossed and self-fer- 
tilised plants of Nemophila insignis; and the latter 
were to the former in height as 133 to 100. But these 
seedlings became very unhealthy early in life, and grew 
so unequally that in both lots some were five times 
as tall as the others. Therefore this experiment was 
quite worthless ; but I have felt bound to give it, as 
opposed to my general conclusion. I should state that 
in this and the two following trials, both sets of plants 
were grown on the opposite sides of the same pots, and 
treated in all respects alike. The details of the experi- 
ments may be found under the head of each species. 

Secondly, a crossed and a self-fertilised plant of 
Heartsease ( Viola tricolor) grew near together in the 
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open ground and near to other plants of heartsease ; 
and as both produced an abundance of very fine cap- 
sules, the flowers on both were certainly cross-fertilised 
by insects. Seeds were collected from both plants, and 
seedlings raised from them. Those from the crossed 
plants flowered in all three pots before those from the 
self-fertilised plants ; and when fully grown the former 
were to the latter in height as 100 to 82. As both sets 
of plants were the product of cross-fertilisation, the 
difl'erence in their growth and period of flowering was 
clearly due to their parents having been of crossed and 
self-fertilised parentage ; and it is equally clear that 
they transmitted different constitutional powers to their 
offspring, the grandchildren of the plants which were 
originally crossed and self-fertilised. 

Thirdly, the Sweet Pea ( Lathynu odoratus) habi- 
tually fertilises itself in this country. As I possessed 
plants, the parents and grandparents of which had 
been artificially crossed and other plants descended 
from the same parents which had been self-fertilised 
for many previous generations, these two lots of plants 
were allowed to fertilise themselves under a net, and 
their self-fertilised seeds saved. The seedlings thus 
raised were grown in competition with each other in the 
usual manner, and differed in their powers of growth. 
Those from the self-fertilised plants which had been 
crossed during the two previous generations were to 
those from the plants self-fertilised during many pre- 
vious generations in height as 100 to 90. These two 
lots of seeds were likewise tried by being sown under 
very unfavourable conditions in poor exhausted soil, and 
the plants whose grandparents and great-grandparents 
had been crossed showed in an unmistakable manner 
their superior constitutional vigour. In this case, as 
in that of the heartsease, there could be no doubt that 
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the advantage derived from a cross between two plants 
was not confined to the offspring of the first generation. 
That constitutional vigour due to cross-parentage is 
transmitted for many generations may also be inferred 
as highly probable, from some of Andrew Knight’s 
varieties of the common pea, which were raised by 
crossing distinct varieties, after which time they no 
doubt fertilised themselves in each succeeding gene- 
ration. These varieties lasted for upwards of sixty 
years, “ but their glory is now departed.” • On the 
other hand, most of the varieties of the common pea, 
which there is no reason to suppose owe their origin 
to a cross, have had a much shorter existence. Some 
also of Mr. Laxton’s varieties produced by artificial 
crosses have retained their astonishing vigour and 
luxuriance for a considerable number of generations ; 
but as Mr. Laxton informs me, his experience does 
not extend beyond twelve generations, within which 
period he has never perceived any diminution of vigour 
in his plants. 

An allied point may be here noticed. As the force 
of inheritance is strong with plants (of which abundant 
evidence could be given), it is almost certain that seed- 
lings from the same capsule or from the same plant 
would tend to inherit nearly the same constitution ; and 
as the Advantage from a cross depends on the plants 
which are crossed differing somewhat in constitution, 
it may be inferred as probable that under similar con- 
ditions a cross between the nearest relations would 
not benefit the offspring so much as one between non- 
related plants. In support of this conclusion we have 
some evidence, as Fritz Muller has shown by his 



* See tho evidence on this mestiention,’ chap. ix. vol. i. 2nd 
head in my * Variation under Do- edit. p. 897. 
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valuable experiments on hybrid Abutilons, that the 
union of brothers and sisters, parents and children, 
and of other near relations is highly injurious to the 
fertility of the offspring. In one case, moreover, seed- 
lings from such near relations possessed very weak 
constitutions.* This same observer also found t three 
plants of a Bignonia growing near together. He fer- 
tilised twenty-nine flowers on one of them with their 
own pollen, and they did not set a single capsule. 
Thirty flowers were then fertilised with pollen from 
a distinct plant, one of the three growing together, 
and they yielded only two capsules. Lastly, five 
flowers were fertilised with pollen from a fourth plant 
growing at a distance, and all five produced capsules. 
It seems therefore probable, as Fritz Muller suggests, 
that the three plants growing near together were 
seedlings from the same parent, and that from being 
closely related they had little power of fertilising one 
another.! 

Lastly, the fact of the intercrossed plants in 
Table A not exceeding in height the self-fertilised 
plants in a greater and greater degree in the later 
generations, is probably due to their having become 
more and more closely inter-related. 

Uniform Colour of the Flowers on Plants, self-fertilised 
and grown under similar conditions for several Genera- 
tions. — At the commencement of my experiments, the 
parent-plants of Mimulus luteus, Ipomoea purpurea, 
Dianthus caryophyllus, and Petunia viclaeea, raised 
from purchased seeds, varied greatly in the colour 



* •Jcuui-chc Zcitachrift fur Domeaticution ‘ chap. xvii. 2nd 

Natnrw. ; B. vii„ pp. 22 and 45, edit. voL 2, p. 121 ) of hybrids of 
1872 : and 1873, pp. 441-430. Gludlolua and Ciatua, ai 

* ‘ **-* " * T*.' 1808. p. 626. 



given in my •Variation under 



which could he fertilised by pollei 
from any other, but not by it 
own pollen. 
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of their flowers. This occurs with many plants which 
hare been long cultivated as an ornament for the 
flower-garden, and which have been propagated by 
seeds. The colour of the flowers was a point to which 
I did not at first in the least attend, and no selection 
whatever was practised. Nevertheless, the flowers 
produced by the self-fertilised plants of the above 
four species became absolutely uniform in tint, or very 
nearly so, after they had been grown for some gene- 
rations under closely similar conditions. The inter- 
crossed plants, which were more or less closely 
inter-related in the later generations, and which had 
been likewise cultivated all the time under similar 
conditions, became more uniform in the colour of 
their flowers than were the original parent-plants, but 
much less so than the self-fertilised plants. When 
self-fertilised plants of one of the later generations 
were crossed with a fresh stock, and seedlings thus 
raised, these presented a wonderful contrast in the 
diversified tints of their flowers compared with those of 
the self-fertilised seedlings. As such cases of flowers 
becoming uniformly coloured without any aid from 
selection seem to me curious, I will give a full 
abstract of my observations. 

Mimulun luteus . — A tall variety, bearing large, almost 
white flowers blotched with crimson, appeared amongst 
the intercrossed and self-fertilised plants of the third 
and fourth generations. This variety increased so 
rapidly, that in the sixth generation of self-fertilised 
plants every single one consisted of it. So it was 
with all the many plants which were raised, up to the 
last or ninth self-fertilised generation. Although this 
variety first appeared amongst the intercrossed plants, 
yet from their offspring being intercrossed in each 
succeeding generation, it never prevailed amongst 
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them; and the flowers on the several intercrossed 
plants of the ninth generation differed considerably in 
colour. On the other hand, the uniformity in colour 
of the flowers on the plants of all the later self-fer- 
tilised generations was quite surprising ; on a casual 
inspection they might have been said to be quite alike, 
but the crimson blotches were not of exactly the 
shape, or in exactly the same position. ' Both my 
gardener and myself believe that this variety did 
not appear amongst the parent-plants, raised from pur- 
chased seeds, but from its appearance umongst both the 
crossed and self-fertilised plants of the third and fourth 
generations ; and from what I have seen of the variation 
of tins species on other occasions, it is probable that it 
would occasionally appear under any circumstances. 
We leum, however, from the present ease that under 
the peculiar conditions to which my plants were 
subjected, this particular variety, remarkable for its 
colouring, largeness of the corolla, and increased 
height of the whole plant, prevailed in the sixth and 
all the succeeding self-fertilised generations to the 
complete exclusion of every other variety. 

Iponuea purpurea .— My attention was first drawn to 
the present subject by observing that the flowers on all 
the plants of the seventh self-fertilised generation were 
of a uniform, remarkably rich, dark purple tint The 
many plants which were raised during the three suc- 
ceeding generations, up to the last or tenth, all produced 
flowers coloured in the same manner. They were 
absolutely uniform in tint, like those of a constant 
species living in a state of nature ; and the self-fertilised 
plants might have been distinguished with certainty, 
as my gardener remarked, without the aid of labels, 
from the intercrossed plants of the later generations. 
These, however, had more uniformly coloured flowers 
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than those which were first raised from the purchased 
seeds. This dark purple variety did not appear, as 
far as my gardener and myself could recollect, before 
the fifth or sixth self-fertilised generation. However 
this may have been, it became, through continued 
self-fertilisation and the cultivation of the plants 
under uniform conditions, perfectly constant, to the 
exclusion of every other variety. 

Dianthus earijophyllus . — The self-fertilised plants of 
the third generation all bore flowers of exactly the 
same pale rose-colour ; and in this respect they differed 
quite remarkably from the plants growing in a large 
bed close by and raised from seeds purchased from the 
same nursery garden. In this case it is not improbable 
that some of the parent-plants which were first self- 
fertilised may have borne flowers thus coloured ; but 
as several plants were self-fertilised in the first genera- 
tion, it is extremely improbable that all bore flowers 
of exactly the same tint as those of the self-fertilised 
plants of the third generation. The intercrossed plants 
of the third generation likewise produced flowers 
almost, though not quite so uniform in tint as those 
of the self-fertilised plants. 

Petunia violacea . — In this case I happened to record 
in my notes that the flowers on the parent-plant which 
was first self-fertilised were of a “ dingy purple colour.” 
In the fifth self-fertilised generation, every one of the 
twenty-one self-fertilised plants growing in pots, and 
all the many plants in a long row out of doors, 
produced flowers of absolutely the same tint, namely, 
of a dull, rather peculiar and ugly flesh colour ; there- 
fore, considerably unlike those on the parent-plant. I 
believe that this change of colour supervened quite 
gradually ; but I kept no record, as the point did not 
interest me until I was struck with the uniform tint 
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of the flowers on the self-fertilised plants of the fifth 
generation. The flowers on the intercrossed plants of 
the corresponding generation were mostly of the same 
dull flesh colour, but not nearly so uniform as those on 
the self-fertilised plants, some few being very pale, 
almost white. The self-fertilised plants which grew in 
a long row in the open ground were also remarkable for 
their uniformity in height, as were the intercrossed 
plants in a less degree, both lots being compared with 
a large number of plants raised at the same time under 
similar conditions from the self-fertilised plants of the 
fourth generation crossed by a fresh stock. I regret 
that I did not attend to the uniformity in height of 
the self-fertilised seedlings in the later generations of 
the other species. 

These few cases seem to me to possess much interest 
We learn from them that new and slight shades of 
colour may be quickly and firmly fixed, independently 
of any selection, if the conditions are kept as nearly 
uniform as is possible, and no intercrossing be per- 
mitted. With Mimulus, not only a grotesque style of 
colouring, but a larger corolla and increased height of 
the whole plant were thus fixed ; whereas with most 
plants which have been long cultivated for the flower- 
garden, no character is moro variable than that of 
colour, excepting perhaps that of height. From the 
consideration of these cases we may infer that the 
variability of cultivated plants in the above respects 
is due, firstly, to their being subjected to somewhat 
diversified conditions, and, secondly, to their being 
often inter-crossed, as would follow from the free access 
of insects. I do not see how this inference can be 
avoided, as when the above plants were cultivated 
for several generations under closely similar conditions, 
and were intercrossed in each generation, the colour 
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of their flowers tended in some degree to change and to 
become uniform. When no intercrossing with other 
plants of the same stock was allowed, — that is, when 
the flowers were fertilised writh their own pollen in 
each generation — their colour in the later generations 
became os uniform as that of plants growing in a 
state of nature, accompanied at least in one instance 
by much uniformity in the height of the plants. But 
in saying that the diversified tints of the flowers on 
cultivated plants treated in the ordinary manner are 
due to differences in the soil, climate, <Src., to which 
they are exposed, I do not wish to imply that such 
variations are caused by these agencies in any more 
direct manner than that in which the most diversified 
illnesses, as colds, inflammation of the lungs or pleura, 
rheumatism, &c\, may be said to be caused by expo- 
sure to cold. In both cases the constitution of the 
being which is acted on is of preponderant importance. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The Effects op Cnosa-FE.irTCLlSATioN am) Self- fertilisation on 
the Production op Seeds. 

Fertility of plants of crossed and self-fertilised parentage, both lots 
being fertilised in the same manner— Fertility of the parent-plants 
when first crossed and self-fertilised, and of their crossed and self- 
fertUised offspring when again crossed ami self-fertilised— Com- 
parison of the fertility of flowers fertilised with their own pollen 
and with that from other flowers on the same plant— Self-sterUe 
plants— Causes of self-sterility— The appearance of highly self- 



ficial. independently of the assured production of semis.— Relative 
weights and rates of germination of seeds from crossed and self- 
fcrtilisod flowers. 

The present chapter is devoted to the Fertility of 
plants, as influenced by cross-fertilisation and self- 
fertilisation. The subject consists of two distinct 
branches ; firstly, the relative productiveness or fertility 
of flowers crossed with pollen from a distinct plant and 
with their own pollen, as shown by the proportional 
number of capsules which they produce, together 
with the number of the contained weds. Secondly, 
the degree of innate fertility or sterility of the seed- 
lings raised from crossed and self-fertilised seeds ; such 
seedlings being of the same age, grown under the same 
conditions, and fertilised in the same manner. These 
two branches of the subject correspond with the two 
which have to be considered by any one treating of 
hybrid plants; namely, in the first place the comparative 
productiveness of a species when fertilised with pollen 
from a distinct species and with its own pollen ; and 
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in the second place, the fertility of its hybrid off- 
spring. These two classes of cases do not always run 
parallel ; thus some plants, as Gartner has shown, can 
be crossed with great ease, but yield excessively sterile 
hybrids ; while others are crossed with extreme diffi- 
culty, but yield fairly fertile hybrids. 

The natural order to follow in this chapter would 
have been first to consider the effects on the fertility 
of the parent-plants of crossing them, and of fertilising 
them with their own pollen ; but as we have discussed 
in the two last chapters the relative height, weight, 
and constitutional vigour of crossed and self-fertilised 
plants — that is, of plants raised from crossed and 
self-fertilised seeds — it will be convenient here first 
to consider their relative fertility. The cases observed 
by me are given in the following table, D, in which 
plants of crossed and self-fertilised parentage were left 
to fertilise themselves, being either crossed by insects 
or spontaneously self-fertilised. It should be observed 
that the results cannot be considered as fully trust- 
worthy, for the fertility of a plant is a most variable 
element, depending on its age, health, nature of the 
soil, amount of water given, and temperature to which 
it is exposed. The number of the capsules produced 
and the number of the contained seeds, ought to have 
been ascertained on a large number of crossed and self- 
fertilised plants of the same age and treated in every 
respect alike. In these two latter respects my observa- 
tions may be trusted, but a sufficient number of capsules 
were counted only in a few instances. The fertility, 
or as it may perhaps better be called the productive- 
ness, of a plant depends on the number of capsules 
produced, and on the number of seeds which these 
contain. But from various causes, chiefly from the 
want of time, I was often compelled to rely on the 
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number of the capsules alone. Nevertheless, in the 
more interesting cases, the seeds were also counted 
or weighed. The average number of seeds per capsule 
is a more valuable criterion of fertility than the 
number of capsules produced. This latter circum- 
stance depends partly on the size of the plant ; and we 
know that crossed plants are generally taller and 
heavier than the self-fertilised ; but the difference in 
this respect is rarely sufficient to account for the 
difference in the number of the capsules produced. It 
need hardly be added that in the following table the 
same number of crossed and self-fertilised plants are 
always compared. Subject to the foregoing sources of 
doubt I will now give the table, in which the parentage 
of the plants experimented on, and the manner of 
determining their fertility are explained. Fuller 
details may be found in the previous part of this work, 
under the head of each species. 

Tabu D .— Relative Fertility of Plants of crossed and self -fertilised 
Parentage, both sets being fertilised in the same manner. Fer- 
tility jwlged of by varioue Standards. That of the crossed Plante 
taken as 100. 



Itomika purpurea — first generation : seeds per capsule 
OR crowed and self-fertilised plant*, not growing much 


as 100 to 99 


crowded, spontaneously lelf-fcrtilmd under a net, in 

number 

IPOJKEA PURTOREA— seeds per capeule on crowed and 


fertilised under a net, in number . . . . # . 

Ipomcka PVIIPURF.A— productiveness of the same plants, as 
judged by the number of capsules produced, and average 

number of seeds pep capsule 

IPORtKA PURPUREA — third generation: seeds per capeule 




„ w 45 


IrOHOU PURPUREA— prod net i renew of the tame plant*, I 


” ” ^ 


a* judged by number of capsules produced, and areragel 
number of seeds per capsule | 


„ „ 35 
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Table continued. 

Reseda odobata— crossed and self-fertilised plant*, left ) 
uncovered and cross-fertilised by bees, produced capsules! 
in number (about) ( 

Viola tricolor— crowed and self-fertilised plant., left 
uncovered and croea-fertillaed by beea, produced capsules! 

Delphinium coxsolida— crossed and aelf-fcrtilised plants.) 
left uncovered in tbs greenhouse, produced capsules in t 

Vise aria oculata — crossed and sell-fertilised plants, left I 



of the 3rd 



DlAXTlim CAltTOPHTLLUS— plants left uncovered and 
fertilised by Insects: offspring from plants self-fertilised 
for three generations and then crossed by an Inter- 
crossed plant of the same stock, compared with plant, 
of the 4th self-fertilised generation, produced seeds by 



stock, c. . . .. ___ 

generation, produced seeds by weight . 
Trop.eoli m minus— crossed and se' ' * ' 



>e greenhouse, produced needs in 
Limnanthks douslasii— crossed and self-fertili 
' ft uncovered in greenhouse, produced ci 



■umber . 

tt“r. 



■mber (about) ■■■■■■I 

Lupines luteuh— enwaed and seir-fertilised plants of thej 

a_j .1— IA «d in th, greenhouse, pro- 

id from only a few pods) . ) 
' self-fertilised plants.) 



2nd generation, le 



left u 



rtalnly se 






• U but| 



Clark t a klegaxs — crossed u .... 

uncovered in the greenhouse, produced capsules' in number I 
Nemopiiila iksioxis— crossed and self-fertilised plants.! 
covered by a net and spontaneously self-fertilised in the}' 

greenhouse, prosluced capsules in number ) j 

Petunia violaoea— left uncovered anil cross-fertilised by ij 
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Table D — continued. 

PETUSIA violacka — left uncovered m above: offspring oft I 
plants soil-fertilised for four generations and then crossed 
hr a fresh stock, compared with plants of the 5th self-las 100 to 46 
fertilised generation, produced seeds, as judged by thel I 

weight of on equal number of capsules J 

Cm. AM kn persicum — crossed and self-fertilised plants, left!! . „ 

uncovered in the greenhouse, produced capsules in number/! ** ” 

Anaqallis collina —crossed and seif-fertilised plants, left! 

uncovered in the greenhouse, produced capsules in number/ ” ” 0 

Primula v Kitts — left uncovered in open ground and cross- 1 1 
fertilised by insects: offspring from plants of the 3rd ] 
illegitimate generation crossed by a fresh stock, compared l 5 

with plants of the 4th illegitimate and self-fertilised 

generation, produced capsules in number J 

Same plants in the following year no 3*5 

Primula VER 1 S— (equal-styled variety): left uncovered ini 
open ground and cross-fertilised by insects: offspring 
from plants self-fertilised for two generations and then l n „ 1 5 

crossed by another variety, compared with plants of the 3rd 
■elf-fertilised generation, produced capsules in number J 
Primula vkris — ( equal-styled ear.) same plants ; average! 

number of seeds per capsule / " » 71 

Primula vkris— ( equal-styled var.) productiveness of the! 
same plants, as judged by number of capsules produced) „ „ 11 

and average number of seeds per capsule ) 



This table includes thirty-three cases relating to 
twenty-three species, and shows the degree of innate 
fertility of plants of crossed parentage in comparison 
with those of self-fertilised parentage ; both lots being 
fertilised in the same manner. With several of the 
species, as with Eschscholtzia, Reseda, Viola, Dian- 
thus, Petunia, and Primula, both lots were certainly 
cross-fertilised by insects, and so it probably was with 
several of the others ; but in some of the species, as 
with Nemophila, and in some of the trials with Ipomoea 
and Dianthus, the plants were covered up, and both 
lots were spontaneously self-fertilised. This also was 
necessarily the case with the capsules produced by the 
eleistogamic flowers of Vandellia. 
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The fertility of the crossed plants is represented in 
the table by 100, und that of the self-fertilised by the 
other figures. There are five cases in which the fertility 
of the self-fertilised plants is approximately equal to 
that of the crossed ; nevertheless, in four of these cases 
the crossed plants were plainly taller, and in the fifth 
somewhat taller than the self-fertilised. But I should 
state that in some of these five cases the fertility of 
the two lots was not strictly ascertained, as the capsules 
were not actually counted, from appearing equal in 
number and from all apparently containing a full com- 
plement of seeds. In only two instances in the table, 
viz., with Vandellia and in the third generation of 
Dianthus, the capsules on the self-fertilised plants 
contained more seed than those on the crossed plants. 
With Dianthus the ratio between the number of seeds 
contained in the self-fertilised and crossed capsules 
was as 125 to 100; both sets of plants were left to 
fertilise themselves under a net; and it is almost 
certain that the greater fertility of the self-fertilised 
plants was here duo merely to their having varied 
and become less strictly dichogamous, so as to mature 
their anthers and stigmas more nearly at the same 
time than is proper to the species. Excluding the 
seven cases now referred to, there remain twenty-six 
in which the crossed plants were manifestly much 
more fertile, sometimes to an extraordinary degree, 
than the self-fertilised with which they grew in com- 
petition. The most striking instances are those in 
which plants derived from a cross with a fresh stock 
are compared with plants of one of the later self-fer- 
tilised generations ; yet there are some striking cases, 
as that of Viola, between the intercrossed plants of the 
same stock and the self-fertilised, even in the first 
generation. The results most to be trusted are those 
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in which the productiveness of the plants was ascer- 
tained by the number of capsules produced by an 
equal number of plants, together with the actual or 
average number of seeds in each capsule. Of such 
cases there are twelve in the table, and the mean of 
their mean fertility is as 100 fur the crossed plants, 
to 59 for the self-fertilised plants. The Priinulaceie 
seem eminently liable to suffer in fertility from self- 
fertilisation. 

The following short table, E, includes four cases 
which have already been partly given in the last table. 




© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



320 FERTILITY OF CROSSED Ciur. IX- 

These cases show ns how greatly superior in innate 
fertility the seedlings from plants self-fertilised or 
intercrossed for several generations and then crossed 
by a fresh stock are, in comparison with the seedlings 
from plants of the old stock, either intercrossed or 
self-fertilised for the same number of generations. The 
three lots of plants in each case were left freely ex- 
posed to the visits of insects, and their flowers without 
doubt were cross-fertilised by them. 

This table further shows us that in all four cases the 
intercrossed plants of tho same stock still have a 
decided though small advantage in fertility over the 
self-fertilised plants. 

With respect to the state of the reproductive organs 
in the self-fertilised plants of the two last tables, 
only a few observations were made. In the seventh 
and eighth generation of Ipomoea, the anthers in the 
flowers of the self-fertilised plants were plainly smaller 
than those in the flowers of the intercrossed plants. 
The tendency to sterility in these same plants was 
also shown by the first-formed flowers, after they had 
been carefully fertilised, often dropping off, in the 
same manner as frequently occurs with hybrids. The 
flowers likewise tended to be monstrous. In the 
fourth generation of Petunia, tho jxdlen produced 
by the self-fertilised and intercrossed plants was 
compared, and there were far more empty and shrivelled 
grains in the former. 

Relative Fertility of Flotcers crossed with Pollen from a 
distinct Plant and with their own Pollen. This heading 
includes flowers on the Parent-plants, and on the crossed 
and self fertilised Seedlings of the first ora succeeding Ge- 
neration.— I will first treat of the parent-plants, which 
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were raised from seeds purchased from nursery-gardens, 
or taken from plants growing in my garden, or 
growing wild, and surrounded in every case by many 
individuals of the same species. Plants thus circum- 
stanced will commonly have been intercrossed by 
insects; so that the seedlings which were first ex- 
perimented on will generally have been the product 
of a cross. Consequently any difference in the 
fertility of their flowers, when crossed and self-fer- 
tilised, will have been caused by the nature of the 
pollen employed ; that is, whether it was taken from 
a distinct plant or from the same flower. The de- 
grees of fertility shown in the following table, F, 
were determined in each case by the average number 
of seeds per capsule, ascertained either by counting 
or weighing. 

Another element ought properly to have been taken 
into account, namely, the proportion of flowers which 
yielded capsules when they were crossed and self-fer- 
tilised; and as crossed flowers generally produce a 
larger proportion of capsules, their superiority in fer- 
tility, if this element had been taken into account, 
would have been much more strongly marked than 
appears in Table F. But had I thus acted, there 
would have been greater liability to error, as pollen 
applied to the stigma at the wrong time fails to pro- 
duce any effect, independently of its greater or less 
potency. A good illustration of the great difference 
in the results which sometimes follows, if the number 
of capsules produced relatively to the number of flowers 
fertilised be included in the calculation, was afforded 
by Nolana prostrata. Thirty flowers on some plants 
of this species were crossed and produced twenty-seven 
capsules, each containing five seeds ; thirty-two flowers 
on the same plants were self-fertilised and produced 
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only six capsules, each containing five seeds. As the 
number of seeds per capsule is here the same, the fer- 
tility of the crossed and self-fertilised flowers is given 
in Table F as equal, or as 100 to 100. But if the 
flowers which failed to produce capsules he included, 
the crossed flowers yielded on an average 4 ■ 50 seeds, 
whilst the self-fertilised flowers yielded only 0 • £ 
so that their relative fertility would have been ai 
to 21. I should here state that it has been found 
venient to reserve for separate discussion the cas 
flowers which are usually quite sterile with their 
pollen. 






ssMsst: 
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Table F— oonlfiiHerf. 



Vucahia OCCLATA — crowd ud > 
ridded seeds u (by night) 
VlACARIA OCCLATA — 




Ososis HiBCTiauMA — crowd *nd self-fertilised i 

yielded seed* as J| 

CVI-UEA PURPUREA — crossed and self-fertilised flowers I 

yielded seeds as I 

Pawfuira ORACiue — crossed and self-fertilised flower* I 




Kicotiaxa T '‘," r i^ W<? .‘ f . h .V| 
yielded seed. u <by~™ght) 
Cyclamen pkkmiltm — cross 



Elf-fertilised fl 
df-fertiiised flowers 



and self-fertilised «< 



yielded seeds as ■■ 

Ca»»a WARSCEWIC7.I— crossed end self-fertilised flowers (on 
three generation* of crossed and self-fertilised plants taken 
all together) yielded seeds as 



• Tropmlum IriaJormm and olum only six crossed and eleren 
Cupkra puryvrm have been intro- seir-fertilised capsules, wore coui- 
duoed into this table, although pared. A larger proportion of 

seedlings vero not rat ' * ‘ l - -* - 

them; but of the Cup 



*1 flowers of the Tropusoluu 



lined capsules, and of the Tropsc- 
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A second table, G, gives the relative fertility of 
flowers on crossed plants again cross-fertilised, and of 
flowers on self-fertilised plants again self-fertilised, 
either in the first or in a later generation. Here two 
causes combine to diminish the fertility of the self- 
fertilised flowers ; namely, the lesser efficacy of pollen 
from the same flower, and the innate lessened fertility 
of plants derived from self-fertilised seeds, which as we 
have seen in the previous Table D is strongly marked. 
The fertility was determined in the same manner as 
in Table F, that is, by the average number of seeds per 
capsule ; and the same remarks as before, with respect 
to the different proportion of flowers which set capsules 
when they are cross-fertilised and self-fertilised, are 
here likewise applicable. 

Tabli G.— Relative Fertility of Flowers on Craned and Seff- 
fertilieed Plante of the Firet or tome succeeding Generation ; the 
former being again fertilised with Pollen from a distinct Plant, 
and the latter again with their own Pollen. Fertility judged 
of by the average Number of Seeds per Capsule. Fertility of 
Crossed Flowers taken as 100. 



Miuui.ua LUTEU8 — croued and <elf-fertili*ed flower* on the 
croMed and Mlf-fertilued plant* of the 3rd generation 

yielded *eed* a* (by weight) 

Motcira LUTElm— *ame plant* treated in the same manner! 
— '-"--ring year yielded *eed*a* (by weight) . . ,/| 
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Table G — continued. 



DlA!«TllC«CAKVOFHYLLCS — crossed And self-fertilised fic 
on the crossed end self-fertilised plants of the let genera- 
tion yielded seeds ns 

Diaktiil'8 cabvomivllcs— flowers on telf-fertiliee<l pie 
of the 3rd generation crossed by intercrossed plants, 
other flowers again self-fertilised yielded seed, as 
DlAimten CABroritvLLUS— flowers on self-fertilised pla 
of the 3rd generation crossed by a fresh stock, and ot 
flowers again self-fertilised yielded seeds ns . . . 

LaTHYIU S odouatus— crossed and self-fertilised 
the crossed and self-fertilised plants of the 1st 



Jd self-fertilised pi; 

yielded seeds as (by weight) 

Pktcsia violacka— crossed and self-fertilised 
the crossed and self-fertilised plants of the 1st generation 

yielded seeds as (by weight) 

Pktuxia violacka — crossed and self-fertilised flowers 
the crossed and self-fertilised plants of the 4th generati 

yielded seeds ns (by weight) 

Pktusia violacka— flowers on self-fertilised plants of the 
4th generation crossed by a fresh stock, and other flowers 
again self-fertilised yielded seeds as (by weight) . . 

Nicotiana tabacch— crossed and self-fertilised flowers on 
the crossed and self-fertilised plants of the 1st generation 

yielded seeds as (by weight) 

Nicotians tabaoum— flowers on self-fertilised plants of 
the ‘.’ad generation crossed by intercrossed plants, r- J 
other flowers again self-fertilised yielded seeds as (by 



e 1st generation 



Nicotiana tabacum — 



•were on self-fertilised plat 
the ard generation crossed by a fresh stock, and 
flowers again self-fertilised yielded seeds as (by estimation) 
Anaoallih ooluna— flowers on a rod variety crossed by - 
blue variety, and other flowers on the red variety sell 

fertilised yielded seeds as 

Canna WABSCKWIC7.I— crossed and self-fertilised flowers o 
the crossed and self-fertilised plants of three generation 
taken together yielded seeds as 



As both these tables relate to the fertility of 
flowers fertilised by pollen from another plant and by 
their own pollen, they may be considered together. 
The difference between them consists in the self- 
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fertilised flowers in the second table, 6, being 
produced by self-fertilised parents, and the crossed 
flowers by crossed parents, which in the later generations 
had become somewhat closely inter-related, and had 
been subjected all the time to nearly the same condi- 
tions. These two tables include fifty cases relating to 
thirty-two species. The flowers on many other species 
were crossed and self-fertilised, but as only a few were 
thus treated, the results cannot be trusted, as far as fer- 
tility is concerned, and are not here given. Some other 
cases have been rejected, as the plants were in an 
unhealthy condition. If we look to the figures in the 
two tables expressing the ratios between the mean 
relative fertility of the crossed and self-fertilised 
flowers, we see that in a majority of the cases (Le., 
in thirty-five out of fifty) flowers fertilised by pollen 
from a distinct plant yield more, sometimes many more, 
seeds than flowers fertilised with their own pollen ; and 
they commonly set a larger proportion of capsules. The 
degree of infertility of the self-fertilised flowers differs 
extremely in the different species, and even, as we 
shall see in the section on self-sterile plants, in the 
individuals of the same species, as well as under 
slightly changed conditions of life. Their fertility 
ranges from zero to fertility equalling that of the 
crossed flowers ; and of this fact no explanation can 
be offered. There are fifteen cases in the two tables 
in which the number of seeds per capsule produced by 
the self- fertilised flowers equals or even exceeds that 
yielded by the crossed flowers. Some few of these 
cases are, I believe, accidental; that is, would not 
recur on a second trial. This was apparently the 
case with the plants of the fifth generation of Ipomcea, 
and in one of the experiments with Dianthus. 
Nicotiana offers the most anomalous case of any, 
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as the self-fertilised flowers on the parent-plants, and 
on their descendants of the second and third genera- 
tions, produced more seeds than did the crossed 
flowers ; but we shall recur to this case when we treat 
of highly self-fertile varieties. 

It might have been expected that the difference in 
fertility between the crossed and self-fertilised flowers 
would have been more strongly marked in Table G, in 
which the plants of one set were derived from self- 
fertilised parents, than in Table F, in which flowers on 
the parent-plants were sell-fertilised for the first time. 
But this is not the case, as far as my scanty materials 
allow of any judgment. There is therefore no evi- 
dence at present, that the fertility of plants goes on 
diminishing in successive self-fertilised generations, 
although there is some rather weak evidence that 
this does occur with respect to their height or growth. 
But we should bear in mind that in the later genera- 
tions the crossed plants had become more or less closely 
inter-related, and had been subjected all the time to 
nearly uniform conditions. 

It is remarkable that there is no close correspondence, 
either in the parent-plants or in the successive genera- 
tions, between the relative number of seeds produced 
by the crossed and self-fertilised flowers, and the 
relative powers of growth of the seedlings raised from 
such seeds. Thus, the crossed and self-fertilised 
flowers on the parent-plants of Ipomcea, Gesneria, 
Salvia, Limnanthes, Lobelia fulgens, and Nolana pro- 
duced a nearly equal number of seeds, yet the plants 
raised from the crossed seeds exceeded considerably in 
height those raised from the self-fertilised seeds. 
The crossed flowers of Linaria and Viscaria yielded 
far more seeds than the self-fertilised flowers; and 
( although the plants raised from the former were taller 
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than those from the latter, they were not so in any 
corresponding degree. With Nicotiana the flowers 
fertilised with their own pollen were more productive 
than those crossed with pollen from a slightly different 
variety; yet the plants raised from the latter seeds 
were much taller, heavier, and more hardy than those 
raised from the self-fertilised seeds. On the other 
hand, the crossed seedlings of Esehscholtzia were 
neither taller nor heavier than the self-fertilised, 
although the crossed flowers were far more productive 
than the self-fertilised. But the best evidence of a 
want of correspondence between the number of seeds 
produced by crossed and self-fertilised flowers, and 
the vigour of the offspring raised from them, is afforded 
by the plants of the Brazilian and European stocks 
of Esehscholtzia, and likewise by certain individual 
plants of Reseda odorata ; for it might have been ex- 
pected that the seedlings from plants, the flowers of 
which were excessively self-sterile, would have profited 
in a greater degree by a cross, than the seedlings from 
plants which were moderately or fully self-fertile, and 
therefore apparently had no need to be crossed. But 
no such result followed in either case: for instance, 
the crossed and self-fertilised offspring from a highly 
self-fertile plant of Reseda odorata were in average 
height to each other as 100 to 82 ; whereas the similar 
offspring from an excessively self-sterile plant were as 
100 to 02 in average height. 

With respect to the innate fertility of the plants 
of crossed and self-fertilised parentage, given in the 
previous Table D — that is, the number of seeds pro- 
duced by both lots when their flowers were fertilised 
in the same manner, — nearly the same remarks are 
applicable, in reference to the absence of any close 
correspondence between their fertility and powers of 
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growth, as in the case of the plants in the Tables F 
and G, just considered. Thus the crossed and self-fer- 
tilised plants of Ipomoea, Papaver, Reseda odorata, and 
Limnanthes were almost equally fertile, yet the former 
exceeded considerably in height the self-fertilised 
plants. On the other hand, the crossed and self-fer- 
tilised plants of Mimulus and Primula differed to an 
extreme degree in innate fertility, but by no means to 
a corresponding degree in height or vigour. 

In all the cases of self-fertilised flowers included in 
Tables E, F, and G, these were fertilised with their 
own pollen ; but there is another form of self-fertilisa- 
tion, viz., by pollen from other flowers on the same 
plant; but this latter method made no difference in 
comparison with the former in the number of seeds 
produced, or only a slight difference. Neither with 
Digitalis nor Dianthus were more seeds produced by 
the one method than by the other, to any trustworthy 
degree. With Ipomoea rather more seeds, in the pro- 
portion of 100 to 91, were produced from a cross 
between flowers on the same plant than from strictly 
self-fertilised flowers ; but I have reason to suspect that 
the result was accidental. With Origanum vulgare, 
however, a cross between flowers on plants propagated 
by stolons from the same stock certainly increased 
slightly their fertility. This likewise occurred, as we 
shall see in the next section, with Eschscholtzia, 
perhaps with Corydalis eava and Oncidium ; but not 
so with Bignonia, Abutilon, Tabema;montana, Senecio, 
and apparently Reseda odorata. 

Self-sterile Plants. 

The cases here to be described might have been 
introduced in Table F, which gives the relative fer- 
tility of flowers fertilised with their own pollen, and 
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with that from a distinct plant ; but it has been found 
more convenient to keep them for separate discussion. 
The present cases must not be confounded with those 
to be given in the next chapter relatively to flowers 
which are sterile when insects are excluded ; for such 
sterility depends not merely on the flowers being 
incapable of fertilisation with their own pollen, hut on 
mechanical causes, by which their pollen is prevented 
from reaching the stigma, or on the pollen and stigma 
of the same flower being matured at different periods. 

In the seventeenth chapter of my ‘Variation of 
Animals and Plants under Domestication’ I had occasion 
to enter fully on the present subject ; and I will there- 
fore here give only a brief abstract of the cases there 
described, but others must be added, as they have an 
important bearing on the present work. Kolreuter 
long ago described plants of Verbascum phceniceum 
which during two years were sterile with their own 
pollen, but were easily fertilised by that of four other 
species ; these plants however afterwards became more 
or less self-fertile in a strangely fluctuating manner. 
Mr. Scott also found that this species, as well as two of 
its varieties, were self-sterile, as did Gartner in the 
case of Verbascum nigrum. So it was, according to 
this latter author, with two plants of Lobelia fulgens, 
though the pollen and ovules of both were in an 
efficient state in relation to other species. Five species 
of Passiflora and certain individuals of a sixth species 
have been found sterile with their own pollen; but slight 
changes in their conditions, such as being grafted on 
another stock or a change of temperature, rendered 
them self-fertile. Flowers on a completely self-im- 
potent plant of Passiflora (data fertilised with pollen 
from its own self-impotent seedlings were quite fertile. 
Mr. Scott, and afterwards Mr. Munro, found that some 
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species of Oncidium and of Maxillaria cultivated in a 
hothouse in Edinburgh were quite sterile with their 
own pollen; and Fritz Muller found this to be the 
case with a large number of Orchidaceous genera 
growing in their native home of South Brazil.* He 
also discovered that the pollen-masses of some orchids 
acted on their own stigmas like a poison; and it 
appears that Gartner formerly observed indications of 
this extraordinary fact in the case of some other 
plants. 

Fritz Miiller also states that a species of Bignonia 
and Tahernmmontana echinata are both sterile with 
their own pollen in their native country of Brazil, t 
Several Amaryllidaceous and Liliaceous plants are in 
the same predicament. Hildebrand observed with care 
Corydalis cava, and fonnd it completely self-sterile ;J 
but according to Caspary a few self-fertilised seeds 
are occasionally produced: Corydalis halleri is only 
slightly self-sterile, and C. intermedia not at all so. § 
In another Fumariaceous genus, Hypecoum, Hildebrand 
observed [| that II. grandiflorum was highly self-sterile, 
whilst II. proeumbens was fairly self-fertile. Thunbergia 
alata kept by me in a warm greenhouse was self-sterile 
early in the season, but at a later period produced 
many spontaneously self-fertilised fruits. So it was 
with Papaver vagum : another species, P. alpinum, was 
found by Professor H. Hoffmann to be quite self- 
sterile excepting on one occasion ;1f whilst P. somni- 
ferum has been with me always completely self-fertile. 

Esehscholtzia califomica. — This species deserves a 
fuller consideration. A plant cultivated by Fritz 

• ‘Hot. Zcitung,’ 1868, p. 114. $ ‘Hot. Zeitung,’ June 27, 1873. 

t Ibid. 1868, p.626, and 1870, || ‘ Jnhrb. fur visa. Botanik, - 

p. 274. B. vii. p. 464. 

J * Report of the International 1 * Zor Specieefrego,' 1875, 
Hort. Congress,’ 1866. p. 47. 
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Muller in South Brazil happened to flower a month before 
any of the others, and it did not produce a single 
capsule. This led him to make further observations 
during the next six generations, and he found that all 
his plants were completely sterile, unless they were 
crossed by insects or were artificially fertilised with 
pollen from a distinct plant, in which case they were 
completely fertile.* I was much surprised at this fact, 
os I had found that English plants, when covered by 
a net, set a considerable number of capsules ; and that 
these contained seeds by weight, compared with those 
on plants intercrossed by the bees, as 71 to 100. 
Professor Hildebrand, however, found this species 
much more self-sterile in Germany than it was with 
me in England, for the capsules produced by self- 
fertilised flowers, compared with those from intercrossed 
flowers, contained seeds in the ratio of only 11 to 100. 
At my request Fritz Muller sent me from Brazil seeds 
of his self-sterile plants, from which I raised seedlings. 
Two of these were covered with a net, and one produced 
spontaneously only a single capsule containing no good 
seeds, but yet, when artificially fertilised with its own 
pollen, produced a few capsules. The other plant pro- 
duced spontaneously under the net eight capsules, one 
of which contained no less than thirty seeds, and on 
an average about ten seeds per capsule. Eight flowers 
on these two plants were artificially self-fertilised, and 
produced seven capsules, containing on an average 
twelve seeds ; eight other flowers were fertilised with 
pollen from a distinct plant of the Brazilian stock, and 
produced eight capsules, containing on an average 
about eighty seeds : this gives a ratio of 15 seeds for 
the self-fertilised capsules to 100 for the crossed 
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capsules. Later in the season twelve other flowers on 
these two plants were artificially self-fertilised; but 
they yielded only two capsules, containing three and 
six seeds. It appears therefore that a lower tem- 
perature than that of Brazil favours the self-fertility 
of this plant, whilst a still lower temperature lessens it. 
As soon as the two plants which had been covered by 
the net were uncovered, they were visited by many 
bees, and it was interesting to observe how quickly 
they became, even the more sterile plant of the two, 
covered with young capsules. On the following year 
eight flowers on plants of the Brazilian stock of self- 
fertilised parentage (i.e., grandchildren of the plants 
which grew in Brazil) were again self-fertilised, and 
produced five capsules, containing on an average 27 • 4 
seeds, with a maximum in one of forty-two seeds ; so 
that their self-fertility had evidently increased greatly 
by being reared for two generations in England. On 
the whole we may conclude that plants of the Brazilian 
stock are much more self-fertile in this country than 
in Brazil, and less so than plants of the English stock 
in England ; so that the plants of Brazilian parentage 
retained by inheritance some of their former sexual 
constitution. Conversely, seeds from English plants 
sent by me to Fritz Muller and grown in Brazil, were 
much more self-fertile than his plants which had been 
cultivated there for several generations ; but he informs 
me that one of the plants of English parentage which 
did not flower the first year, and was thus exposed for 
two seasons to the climate of Brazil, proved quite self- 
sterile, like a Brazilian plant, showing how quickly 
the climate had acted on its sexual constitution. 

Abuiilon dancinii . — Seeds of this plant were sent 
me by Fritz Muller, who found it, as well as some 
other species of the same genus, quite sterile in its 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



334 SELF-STERILE PLANTS. Chap. IX. 

native home of South Brazil, unless fertilised with 
pollen from a distinct plant, either artificially or 
naturally by humming-birds.* Several plants were 
raised from these seeds and kept in the hothouse. 
They produced flowers very early in the spring, and 
twenty of them were fertilised, some with pollen from 
the same flower, and some with pollen from other 
flowers on the same plants ; but not a single capsule 
was thus produced, yet the stigmas twenty-seven hours 
after the, application of the pollen were penetrated by 
the pollen-tubes. At the same time nineteen flowers 
were crossed with pollen from a distinct plant, and 
these produced thirteen capsules, all abounding with 
fine seeds. A greater number of capsules would have 
been produced by the cross, had not some of the nine- 
teen flowers been on a plant which was afterwards 
proved to be from some unknown cause completely 
sterile with pollen of any kind. Thus far these plants 
behaved exactly like those in Brazil ; but later in the 
season, in the latter part of May and in June, they 
began to produce under a net a few spontaneously 
self-fertilised capsules. As soon as this occurred, 
sixteen flowers were fertilised with their own pollen, 
and these produced five capsules, containing on an 
average 34 seeds. At the same time I selected by 
chance four capsules from the uncovered plants grow- 
ing close by, the flowers of which I had seen visited 
by humble-bees, and these contained on an average 
21-5 seeds; so that the seeds in the naturally inter- 
crossed capsules to those in the self-fertilised capsules 
were as 100 to 16. The interesting point in this case 
is that these plants, which were unnaturally treated 
by being grown in pots in a hothouse, under another 

• ‘ Jenaische Zcitachr. fur Naturwisa.’ I). vii. 1872, p. 22, and 1873, 
p. 441. 
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hemisphere, with a complete reversal of the seasons, 
were thus rendered slightly self-fertile, whereas they 
seem always to be completely self-sterile in their 
native home. 

Senecio cruentus (greenhouse varieties, commonly 
called Cinerarias, probably derived from several fruticose 
or herbaceous species much intercrossed*). — Two purple- 
flowered varieties were placed under a net in the 
greenhouse, and four corymbs on each were re- 
peatedly brushed with flowers from the other plant, 
so that their stigmas were well covered with each 
other’s pollen. Two of the eight corymbs thus treated 
produced very few seeds, but the other six produced 
on an average 41 • 3 seeds per corymb, and these ger- 
minated well. The stigmas on four other corymbs on 
both plants were well smeared with pollen from the 
flowers on their own corymbs ; these eight corymbs 
produced altogether ten extremely poor seeds, which 
proved incapable of germinating. I examined many 
flowers on both plants, and found the stigmas sponta- 
neously covered with pollen ; but they produced not a 
single seed. These plants were afterwards left un- 
covered in the same house where many other Cinerarias 
were in flower ; and the flowers were frequently visited 
by bees. They then produced plenty of seed, but one 
of the two plants less than the other, as this species 
shows some tendency to be dioecious. 

The trial was repeated on another variety with 
white petals tipped with red. Many stigmas on two 
corymbs were covered with pollen from the foregoing 
purple variety, and these produced eleven and twenty- 

* I srn much obliged to Mr. lievee that Senecio cruentiu, lut- 
Mnoro ami to Mr. Tliiwlton Dyer tilagiait, and perhapo heritieri, 
for giving me information with maiUreniu and jwptdifoHua have 
respeet to the varietiea on which all been more or leoa blended to- 
I experimented. Mr. Moore be- gether in our Cinerarias. 
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two seeds, which germinated well. A large number of 
the stigmas on several of the other corymbs were re- 
peatedly smeared with pollen from their own corymb ; 
but they yielded only five very poor seeds, which were 
incapable of germination. Therefore the above three 
plants belonging to two varieties, though growing 
vigorously and fertile with pollen from either of the 
other two plants, were utterly sterile with pollen from 
other flowers on the same plant. 

Reseda odorata . — Having observed that certain in- 
dividuals were self-sterile, I covered during the 
summer of 1868 seven plants under separate nets, and 
will call these plants A, B, C, D, E, F, G. They all 
appeared to be quite sterile with their own pollen, 
but fertile with that of any other plant. 

Fourteen flowers on A were crossed with pollen 
from B or C, and produced thirteen fine capsules. 
Sixteen flowers were fertilised with pollen from other 
flowers on the same plant, but yielded not a single 
capsule. 

Fourteen flowers on B were crossed with pollen 
from A, C, or D, and all produced capsules ; some of 
these were not very fine, yet they contained plenty ol 
seeds. Eighteen flowers were fertilised with pollen 
from other flowers on the same plant, and produced 
not one capsule. 

Ten flowers on C were crossed with pollen from A, 
B, D, or E, and produced nine fine capsules. Nineteen 
flowers were fertilised with pollen from other flowers 
on the same plant, and produced no capsules. 

Ten flowers on D were crossed with pollen from 
A, B, C, or E, and produced nine fine capsules. 
Eighteen flowers were fertilised with pollen from other 
flowers on the same plant, and produced no capsules. 

Seven flowers on E were crossed with pollen from 
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A, C, or D, and all produced fine capsules. Eight 
flowers were fertilised with pollen from other flowers 
on the same plant, and produced no capsules. 

On the plants F and G no flowers were crossed, but 
very many (number not recorded) were fertilised with 
pollen from other flowers on the same plants, and these 
did not produce a single capsule. 

We thus see that fifty-five flowers on five of the 
above plants were reciprocally crossed in various ways ; 
several flowers on each of these plants being ferti- 
lised with pollen from several of the other plants. 
These fifty-five flowers produced fifty-two capsules, 
almost all of which were of full size and contained 
an abundance of seeds. On the other hand, seventy- 
nine flowers (besides many others not recorded) were 
fertilised with pollen from other flowers on the same 
plants, and these did not produce a single capsule. 
In one case in which I examined the stigmas of the 
flowers fertilised with their own pollen, these were 
penetrated by the pollen-tubes, although such pene- 
tration produced no effect. Pollen falls generally, 
and I believe always, from the anthers on the stigmas 
of the same flower; yet only three out of the 
above seven protected plants produced spontaneously 
any capsules, and these it might have been thought 
must have been self-fertilised. There were altogether 
seven such capsules ; but as they were all seated close 
to the artificially crossed flowers, I can hardly doubt 
that a few grains of foreign pollen had accidentally 
fallen on their stigmas. Besides the above seven 
plants, four others were kept covered under the same 
large net; and some of these produced here and 
there in the most capricious manner little groups 
of capsules ; and this makes me believe that a bee, 
many of which settled on the outside of the net, being 
z 
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attracted by the odour, had on some one occasion 
found an entrance, and had intercrossed a few of the 
flowers. 

In the spring of 1869 four plants raised from fresh 
seeds were carefully protected under separate nets; 
and now the result was widely different to what it was 
before. Three of these protected plants became actually 
loaded with capsules, especially during the early part 
of the summer ; and this fact indicates that tempera- 
ture produces some effect, but the experiment given 
in the following paragraph shows that the innate con- 
stitution of the plant is a far more important element. 
The fourth plant produced only a few capsules, many 
of them of small size ; yet it was far more self-fertile 
than any of the seven plants tried during the previous 
year. The flowers on four small branches of this 
semi-self-sterile plant were smeared with pollen from 
one of the other plants, and they all produced fine 
capsules. 

As I was much surprised at the difference in the 
results of the trials made during the two previous 
years, six fresh plants were protected by separate nets 
in the year 1870. Two of these proved almost com- 
pletely self-sterile, for on carefully searching them I 
found only three small capsules, each containing either 
one or two seeds of small size, which, however, ger- 
minated. A few flowers on both these plants were 
reciprocally fertilised with each other’s pollen, and 
a few with pollen from one of the following self- 
fertile plants, and all these flowers produced fine 
capsules. The four other plants whilst still remaining 
protected beneath the nets presented a wonderful 
contrast (though one of them in a somewhat less 
degree than the others), for they became actually 
covered with spontaneously self-fertilised capsules, as 
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numerous as, or very nearly so, and as fine as those 
on the unprotected plants growing near. 

The above three spontaneously self-fertilised cap- 
sules produced by the two almost completely self- 
sterile plants, contained altogether five seeds ; and 
from these I raised in the following year (1871) five 
plants, which were kept under separate nets. They 
grew to an extraordinarily large size, and on August 
29th were examined. At first sight they appeared 
entirely destitute of capsules ; but on carefully search- 
ing their many branches, two or three capsules were 
found on three of the plants, half-a-dozen on the 
fourth, and about eighteen on the fifth plant. But all 
these capsules were small, some being empty; the 
greater number contained only a single seed, and very 
rarely more than one. After this examination the 
nets were taken off, and the bees immediately carried 
pollen from one of these almost self-sterile plants 
to the other, for no other plants grew near. After a 
few weeks the ends of the branches on all five plants 
became covered with capsules, presenting a curious 
contrast with the lower and naked parts of the same 
long branches. These five plants therefore inherited 
almost exactly the same sexual constitution as their 
parents; and without doubt a self-sterile race of 
Mignonette could have been easily established. 

Bemla lutea . — Plants of this species were raised 
from seeds gathered from a group of wild plants grow- 
ing at no groat distance from my garden. After 
casually observing that some of these plants were self- 
sterile, two plants taken by hazard were protected 
under separate nets. One of these soon became 
covered with spontaneously self-fertilised capsules, as 
numerous as those on the surrounding unprotected 
plants; so that it was evidently quite self-fertile. 

z 2 
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The other plant was partially self-sterile, producing 
very few capsules, many of which were of small 
size. When, however, this plant had grown tall, 
the uppermost branches became pressed against the 
net and grew crooked, and in this position the bees 
were able to suck the flowers through the meshes, and 
brought pollen to them from the neighbouring plants. 
These branches then became loaded with capsules; 
the other and lower branches remaining almost bare. 
The sexual constitution of this species is therefore 
similar to that of Reseda odorata. 

Concluding Remarks on self-sterile Plants. 

In order to favour as far as possible the self-fer- 
tilisation of some of the foregoing plants, all the 
flowers on Reseda odorata and some of those on the 
Abutilon were fertilised with pollen from other 
flowers on the same plant, instead of with their own 
pollen, and in the case of the Senecio with pollen from 
other flowers on the same corymb ; but this made no 
difference in the result. Fritz Muller tried both kinds 
of self-fertilisation in the case of Bignonia, Tabernae- 
montana and Abutilon, likewise with no difference in 
the result. With Eschscholtzia, however, he found 
that pollen from other flowers on the same plant 
was a little more effective than pollen from the 
same flower. So did Hildebrand* in Germany ; as 
thirteen out of fourteen flowers of Eschscholtzia thus 
fertilised set capsules, these containing on an average 
9 • 5 seeds ; whereas only fourteen flowers out of twenty- 
one fertilised with their own pollen set capsules, 
these containing on an average 9 • 0 seeds. Hildebrand 
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found a trace of a similar difference with Cory dal is 
cava, as did Fritz Muller with an Oncidium.* 

In considering the several cases above given of 
complete or almost complete self-sterility, we are first 
struck with their wide distribution throughout the 
vegetable kingdom. Their number is not at present 
large, for they can be discovered only by protecting 
plants from insects and then fertilising them with 
pollen from another plant of the same species and with 
their own pollen ; and the latter must be proved to 
be in an efficient state by other trials. Unless all 
this be done, it is impossible to know whether their 
self-sterility may not be due to the male or female 
reproductive organs, or to both, having been affected 
by changed conditions of life. As in the course of my 
experiments I have found three new cases, and as Fritz 
Muller has observed indications of several others, it is 
probable that they will hereafter be proved to be far 
from rare.f 

As with plants of the same species and parentage, 
some individuals are self-sterile and others self-fertile, 
of which fact Reseda odorata offers the most striking 
instances, it is not at all surprising that species of 
the same genus differ in this same manner. Thus 
Verbascum phceniceum and nigrum are self-sterile, whilst 
V. t haps us and lychnitis are quite self-fertile, as I 
know by trial. There is the same difference between 
some of the species of Papaver, Corydalis, and of other 
genera. Nevertheless, the tendency to self-sterility 
certainly runs to a certain extent in groups, as we see 

• 1 Vftr. under Dora.’ cbnp. auratum. Impatient fwllida and 
xvii. 2nd edit. vol. ii. pp. 113-115. fulca, cannot be fertilised with 

t Mr. Wilder, the editor of n their own pollen. Rimpnn shows 
horticultural ionrnul in the V. that rye is probably sterile with 
Slates (4 noted in • Uard. Chron.’ its own pollen. 

IStiS, p. 12St>) states that Lilimn 
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in the genus Passiflora, and with the Vande® amongst 
Orchids. 

Self-sterility differs much in degree in different 
plants. In those extraordinary cases in which pollen 
from the same flower acts on the stigma like a poison, 
it is almost certain that the plants would never yield a 
single self-fertilised seed. Other plants, like Corydalts 
cava, occasionally, though very rarely, produce a few 
self-fertilised seeds. A large number of species, as 
may be seen in Table F, are less fertile with their own 
pollen than with that from another plant ; and lastly, 
some species are perfectly self-fertile. Even with the 
individuals of the same species, as just remarked, 
some are utterly self-sterile, others moderately so, and 
some perfectly self-fertile. The cause, whatever it may 
be, which renders many plants more or less sterile 
with their own pollen, that is, when they are self- 
fertilised, must be different, at least to a certain extent, 
from that which determines the difference in height, 
vigour, and fertility of the seedlings raised from self- 
fertilised and crossed seeds; for we have already 
seen that the two classes of cases do not by any means 
run parallel. This want of parallelism would be 
intelligible, if it could be shown that self-sterility 
depended solely on the incapacity of the pollen-tubes 
to penetrate the stigma of the same flower deeply 
enough to reach the ovules ; whilst the greater or less 
vigorous growth of the seedlings no doubt depends on 
the nature of the contents of the pollen-grains and 
ovules. Now it is certain that with some plants the 
stigmatic secretion does not properly excite the pollen- 
grains, so thut the tubes are not properly developed, 
if the pollen is taken from the same flower. This is 
the case according to Fritz Muller with Eschscholtzia, 
for he found that the pollen-tubes did not penetrate 
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the stigma deeply ;* and with the Orchidaceous genus 
Notylia they failed altogether to penetrate it. 

With dimorphic and trimorphic species, an illegiti- 
mate union between plants of the same form presents 
a close analogy with self-fertilisation, whilst a legi- 
timate union closely resembles cross-fertilisation ; and 
here again the lessened fertility or complete sterility of 
an illegitimate union depends, at least in part, on the 
incapacity for interaction between the pollen-grains 
and stigma. Thus with Linurn grandifiorum, as I 
have elsewhere shown, t not more than two or three 
out of hundreds of pollen-grains, either of the long- 
styled or short-styled form, when placed on the 
stigma of their own form, emit their tubes, and 
these do not penetrate deeply; nor does the stigma 
itself change colour, as occurs when it is legitimately 
fertilised. 

On the other hand the difference in innate fertility, 
as well as in growth between plants raised from crossed 
and self-fertilised seeds, and the difference in fertility 
and growth between the legitimate and illegitimate 
offspring of dimorphic and trimorphic plants, must 
depend on some incompatibility between the sexual 
elements contained within the pollen-grains and ovules, 
as it is through their union that new organisms are 
developed. 

If we now turn to the more immediate cause of 
self-sterility, we clearly see that in most cases it is de- 
termined by the conditions to which the plants have 
been subjected. Thus Eschscholtzia is completely self- 
sterile in the hot climate of Brazil, but is perfectly 
fertile there with the pollen of any other individual. 
The offspring of Brazilian plants became in England 

• ‘Dot. Zeitung,’ 18G8,pp. 114, t ‘The Different Forms of 
115. Flowers,’ &c., p. 87 
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in a single generation partially self-fertile, and still 
more so in the second generation. Conversely, the 
offspring of English plants, after growing for two 
seasons in Brazil, became in the first generation qnite 
self-sterile. Again, Abulilon darwinii, which is self- 
sterile in its native home of Brazil, became mode- 
rately self-fertile in a single generation in an English 
hothouse. Some other plants are self-sterile during the 
early part of the year, and later in the season become 
self-fertile. Passijlom (data lost its self-sterility when 
grafted on another species. With Reseda, however, 
in which some individuals of the same parentage are 
self-sterile and others are self-fertile, we are forced in 
our ignorance to speak of the cause as due to spon- 
taneous variability ; but we should remember that the 
progenitors of these plants, either on the male or 
female side, may have been exposed to somewhat 
different conditions. The power of the environment 
thus to affect so readily and in so peculiar a manner 
the reproductive organs, is a fact which has many 
important bearings; and I have therefore thought 
the foregoing details worth giving. For instance, the 
sterility of many animals and plants under changed 
conditions of life, such as confinement, evidently comes 
within tho same general principle of the sexual 
system being easily affected by the environment. It 
has already been proved, that a cross between plants 
which have been self-fertilised or intercrossed during 
several generations, having been kept all the time 
under closely similar conditions, does not benefit 
the offspring; and on the other hand, that a cross 
between plants that have been subjected to different 
conditions benefits the offspring to an extraordinary 
degree. We may therefore conclude that some degree 
of differentiation in the sexual system is necessary for 
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the full fertility of the parent-plants and for the full 
vigour of their offspring. It seems also probable that 
with those plants which are capable of complete self- 
fertilisation, the male and female elements and organs 
already differ to an extent sufficient to excite their 
mutual interaction; but that when such plants are 
taken to another country, and become in consequence 
self-sterile, their sexual elements and organs are so 
acted on as to be rendered too uniform for such inter- 
action, like those of a self-fertilised plant long 
cultivated under the same conditions. Conversely, wd 
may further infer that plants which are self-sterile in 
their native country, but become self-fertile under 
changed conditions, have their sexual elements so acted 
on, that they become sufficiently differentiated for 
mutual interaction. 

We know that self-fertilised seedlings are inferior in 
many respects to those from a cross; and as with 
plants in a state of nature pollen from the same 
flower can hardly fail to be often left by insects or by 
the wind on the stigma, it seems at first sight highly 
probable that self-sterility has been gradually acquired 
through natural selection in order to prevent self- 
fertilisation. It is no valid objection to this belief 
that the structure of some flowers, and the dichogamous 
condition of many others, suffice to prevent the pollen 
reaching the stigma of the same flower ; for we should 
remember that with most species many flowers 
expand at the same time, and that pollen from the 
same plant is equally injurious or nearly so as 
that from the same flower. Nevertheless, the belief 
that self-sterility is a quality which has been gradually 
acquired for the special purpose of preventing self- 
fertilisation must, I believe, be rejected. In the 
first place, there is no close correspondence in degree 
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between the sterility of the parent-plants when self- 
fertilised, and the extent to which their offspring suffer 
in vigour by this process; and some such correspon- 
dence might have been expected if self-sterility had 
been acquired on account of the injury caused by self- 
fertilisation. The fact of individuals of the same 
parentage differing greatly in their degree of self- 
sterility is likewise opposed to such a belief ; unless, 
indeed, we suppose that certain individuals have 
been rendered self-sterile to favour intercrossing, 
whilst other individuals have been rendered self- 
fertile to ensure the propagation of the species. The 
fact of self-sterile individuals appearing only occa- 
sionally, as in the case of Lobelia, does not counte- 
nance this latter view. But the strongest argument 
against the belief that self-sterility has been acquired 
to prevent self-fertilisation, is the immediate and 
powerful effect of changed conditions in either causing 
or in removing self-sterility. We are not therefore 
justified in admitting that this peculiar state of the 
reproductive system has been gradually acquired 
through natural selection ; but we must look at it as 
an incidental result, dependent on the conditions to 
which the plants have been subjected, like the ordinary 
sterility caused in the case of animals by confinement, 
and in the case of plants by too much manure, heat, &c. 
I do not, however, wish to maintain that self-sterility 
may not sometimes be of service to a plant in preventing 
self-fertilisation ; but there are so many other means 
by which this result might be prevented or rendered 
difficult, including as we shall see in the next chapter 
the prepotency of pollen from a distinct individual 
over a plant’s own pollen, that self-sterility seems an 
almost superfluous acquirement for this purpose. 

Finally, the most interesting point in regard to self- 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



Chap. IX. SELF-FERTILE VARIETIES. 347 

sterile plants is the evidence which they afford of the 
advantage, or rather of the necessity, of some degree or 
kind of differentiation in the sexual elements, in order 
that they should unite and give birth to a new being. 
It was ascertained that the five plants of Reseda odorata 
which were selected by chance, could be perfectly 
fertilised by pollen taken from any one of them, but 
not by their own pollen ; and a few additional trials 
were made with some other individuals, which I have 
not thought worth recording. So again, Hildebrand 
and Fritz Muller frequently speak of self-sterile plants 
being fertile with the pollen of any other individual ; 
and if there had been any exceptions to the rule, these 
could hardly have escaped their observation and my 
own. We may therefore confidently assert that a 
self-sterile plant can be fertilised by the pollen of any 
one out of a thousand or ten thousand individuals of 
the same species, but not by its own. Now it is 
obviously impossible that the sexual organs and 
elements of every individual can have been specialised 
with respect to every other individual. But there 
is no difficulty in believing that the sexual elements 
of each differ slightly in the same diversified manner 
as do their external characters ; and it has often been 
remarked that no two individuals are absolutely 
alike. Therefore we can hardly avoid the conclusion, 
that differences of an analogous and indefinite nature 
in the reproductive system are sufficient to excite the 
mutual action of the sexual elements, and that unless 
there be such differentiation fertility fails. 

The appearance of highly self-fertile Varieties . — We 
have just seen that the degree to which flowers are 
capable of being fertilised with their own pollen differs 
much, both with the species of the same genus, and 
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sometimes with the individuals of the same species. 
Some allied cases of the appearance of varieties which, 
when self-fertilised, yield more seed and produce off- 
spring growing taller than their self-fertilised parents, 
or than the intercrossed plants of the corresponding 
generation, will now be considered. 

Firstly, in the third and fourth generations of 
Mimulua luteus, a tall variety, often alluded to, 
having large white flowers blotched with crimson, 
appeared amongst both the intercrossed and self- 
fertilised plants. It prevailed in all the later self- 
fertilised generations to the exclusion of every other 
variety, and transmitted its characters faithfully, but 
disappeared from the intercrossed plants, owing no 
doubt to their characters being repeatedly blended by 
crossing. The self-fertilised plants belonging to this 
variety were not only taller, but more fertile than the 
intercrossed plants ; though these latter in the earlier 
generations were much taller and more fertile than the 
self-fertilised plants. Thus in the fifth generation the 
self-fertilised plants were to the intercrossed in height 
as 126 to 100. In the sixth generation they were 
likewise much taller and finer plants, but were not 
actually measured ; they produced capsules compared 
with those on the intercrossed plants, in number, as 147 
to 100 ; and the self-fertilised capsules contained a 
greater number of seeds. In the seventh generation 
the self-fertilised plants were to the crossed in height 
ns 137 to 100 ; and twenty flowers on these self-fer- 
tilised plants fertilised with their own pollen yielded 
nineteen very fine capsules, — a degree of self-fertility 
which I have not seen equalled in any other case. This 
variety seems to have become specially adapted to profit 
in every way by self-fertilisation, although this process 
was so injurious to the parent-plants during the first 
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four generations. It should however be remembered 
that seedlings raised from this variety, when crossed by 
a fresh stock, were wonderfully superior in height and 
fertility to the self-fertilised plimts of the corresponding 
generation. 

Secondly, in the sixth self-fertilised generation of 
Ipomoea a single plant named the Hero appeared, which 
exceeded by a little in height its intercrossed opponent, 
— a case which had not occurred in any previous 
generation. Hero transmitted the peculiar colour of 
its flowers, as well as its increased tallness and a high 
degree of self-fertility, to its children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren. The self-fertilised children 
of Hero were in height to other self-fertilised plants 
of the same stock as 100 to 85. Ten self-fertilised 
capsules produced by the grandchildren contained on 
an average 5-2 seeds; and this is a higher average 
than was yielded in any other generation by the 
capsules of self-fertilised flowers. The great-grand- 
children of Hero derived from a cross with a fresh 
Stock were so unhealthy, from having been grown at 
an unfavourable season, that their average height in 
comparison with that of the self-fertilised plants 
cannot be judged of with any safety ; but it did not 
appear that they had profited even by a cross of this 
kind. 

Thirdly, the plants of Nicotians on which I experi- 
mented appear to come under the present class of 
cases; for they varied in their sexual constitution 
and were more or less highly self-fertile. They 
were probably the offspring of plants which had been 
spontaneously self-fertilised under glass for several 
generations in this country. The flowers on the 
parent-plants which were first fertilised by me with their 
own pollen yielded half again as many seeds as did 
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those which were crossed ; and the seedlings raised 
from these self-fertilised seeds exceeded in height 
those raised from the crossed seeds to an extraordinary 
degree. In the second and third generations, although 
the self-fertilised plants did not exceed the crossed in 
height, yet their self-fertilised flowers yielded on two 
occasions considerably more seeds than the crossed 
flowers, even than those which were crossed with pollen 
from a distinct stock or variety. 

Lastly, as certain individual plants of Reseda odorata 
and Iviea are incomparably more self-fertile than other 
individuals, the former might be included under the 
present heading of the appearance of new and highly 
self-fertile varieties. But in this case we should have 
to look at these two species as normally self-sterile ; 
and this, judging by my experience, appears to be the 
correct view. 

We may therefore conclude from the facts now given, 
that varieties sometimes arise which when self-fer- 
tilised possess an increased power of producing seeds 
and of growing to a greater height, than the inter- 
crossed or self-fertilised plants of the corresponding 
generation — all the plants being of course subjected 
to the same conditions. The appearance of such 
varieties is interesting, as it bears on the existence 
under nature of plants which regularly fertilise them- 
selves, such as Ophrys apifera and some other orchids, 
or as Leersia oryzoides, which produces an abundance 
of cleistogamic flowers, but most rarely flowers capable 
of cross-fertilisation.* 

Some observations made on other plants lead me 
to suspect that self-fertilisation is in some respects 
beneficial ; although the benefit thus derived is as a 



• On Leersin, see • Different Forms of Flowers,’ &c„ p. 335. 
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rule very small compared with that from a cross with 
a distinct plant. Thus we have seen in the last chapter 
that seedlings of Ipomoea and Mimulus raised from 
flowers fertilised with their own pollen, which is the 
strictest possible form of self-fertilisation, were superior 
in height, weight, and in early flowering to the seedlings 
raised from flowers crossed with pollen from other flowers 
on the same plant ; and this superiority apparently was 
too strongly marked to be accidental. Again, the cul- 
tivated varieties of the common pea are highly self- 
fertile, although they have been self-fertilised for many 
generations; and they exceeded in height seedlings 
from a cross between two plants belonging to the same 
variety in the ratio of 115 to 100 ; but then only four 
pairs of plants were measured and compared. The 
self-fertility of Primula verts increased after several 
generations of illegitimate fertilisation, which is a 
process analogous to self-fertilisation, but only as long 
as the plants were cultivated under the same favour- 
able conditions. I have also elsewhere- shown* that 
with several species of Primula equal-styled varieties 
occasionally appear which possess the sexual organs 
of the two forms oombined in the same flower. Con- 
sequently they fertilise themselves in a legitimate 
manner and are highly self-fertile ; but the remarkable 
fact is that they are rather mdre fertile than ordinary 
plants of the same species legitimately fertilised by 
pollen from a distinct individual. Formerly it appeared 
to me probable, that the increased fertility of these 
heterostyled plants might be accounted for by the 
stigma lying so close to the anthers that it was im- 
pregnated at the most favourable age and time of 
the day ; but this explanation is not applicable to the 
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above given cases, in which the flowers were artificially 
fertilised with their own pollen. 

Considering the facts now adduced, including the 
appearance of those varieties which are more fertile 
and taller than their parents and than the intercrossed 
plants of the corresponding generation, it is difficult 
to avoid the suspicion that self-fertilisation is in some 
respects advantageous; though if this be really the 
case,* any such advantage is as a rule quite insignifi- 
cant compared with that from a cross with a distinct 
plant, and especially with one of a fresh stock. Should 
this suspicion be hereafter verified, it would throw 
light, as we shall see in the next chapter, on the exist- 
ence of plants bearing small and inconspicuous flowers 
which are rarely visited by insects, and therefore are 
rarely intercrossed. 

Relative Weight and Period of Germination of Seeds 
from crossed and self-fertilised Flowers. — An equal 
number of seeds from flowers fertilised with pollen from 
another plant, and from flowers fertilised with their own 
pollen, were weighed, but only in sixteen cases. Their 
relative weights are given in the following list ; that 
of the seeds from the crossed flowers being taken as 100. 

Ijioratra purpurea (parent plants) as 100 to 127 

„ „ (third generation) „ „ 87 

Salvia coccinea „ „ 100 

Brassies oleracea 108 

Iberia umbellata (second generation) „ „ 136 

Delphinium consolida „ „ 45 

Hibiscus africanua 105 

Tropmolum minu „ „ 115 

Lathyrus odoratus (about) „ 100 

Sarothamnus scoparius „ „ 88 

* M. Errnra, who intends pub- another flower. I hope that his 

lishing on the present subject, view may hereafter bo proved 
baa been no kind as to send me correct, os the subject of cress 
his MS. to read. He is convinced and self-fertilisation would be 
that self-fertilisation is never tbns much simplified. 
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SpMolariii specotaa u 100 to 8« 

Nemophila in.si^nis n n 105 

Borneo officinalis „ „ 111 

Cyclamen pernicum (about) »» w 50 

Canna warscewiczi (three generations) » » 102 

It is remarkable that in ten out of these sixteen 
cases the self-fertilised seeds were either superior or 
equal to the crossed in weight ; nevertheless, in six out 
of the ten cases (viz., with Ipomoea, Salvia, Brassica, 
Tropmolum, Lathyrus, and Nemophila) the plants 
raised from these self-fertilised seeds were very inferior 
in height and in other respects to those raised from the 
crossed seeds. The superiority in weight of the self- 
fertilised seeds in at least six out of the ten cases, 
namely, with Brassica, Hibiscus, Tropmolnm, Nemophila, 
Borago, and Canna, may be accounted for in part by 
the self-fertilised capsules containing fewer seeds ; for 
when a capsule contains only a few seeds, these will be 
apt to be better nourished, so as to be heavier, than 
when many are contained in the same capsule. It 
should, however, be observed that in some of the above 
cases, in which the crossed seeds were the heaviest, as 
with Sarothamnus and Cyclamen, the crossed capsules 
contained a larger number of seeds. Whatever may be 
the explanation of the self-fertilised seeds being often 
the heaviest, it is remarkable in the case of Brassica 
Tropaeolum, Nemophila, and of the first generation of 
Ipomieu, that the seedlings raised from them were 
inferior in height and in other respects to the seed- 
lings raised from the crossed seeds. This fact shows 
how superior in constitutional vigour the crossed seed- 
lings must have been, for it cannot be doubted that 
heavy and fine seeds tend to yield the finest plants. 
Mr. Galton has shown that this holds good with Lathyrus 
odoratus; as has Mr. A. J. Wilson with the Swedish 
2 A 
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turnip, Brasdca campestris ruta baga. Mr. Wilson 
separated the largest and smallest seeds of this latter 
plant, the ratio between the weights of the two lots 
being as 100 to 59, and he found that the seedlings 
“ from the larger seeds took the lead and maintained 
their superiority to the last, both in height and thick- 
ness of stem.”* Nor can this difference in the growth 
of the seedling turnips be attributed to the heavier 
seeds having been of crossed, and the lighter of self- 
fertilised origin, for it is known that plants belonging 
to this genus are habitually intercrossed by insects. 

With respect to the relative period of germination of 
crossed and self-fertilised seeds, a record was kept in 
only twenty-one cases ; and the results are very per- 
plexing. Neglecting one case in which the two lots 
germinated simultaneously, in ten cases or exactly one- 
half many of the self-fertilised -seeds germinated before 
the crossed, and in the other half many of the crossed 
before the self-fertilised. In four out of these twenty 
cases, seeds derived from a cross with a fresh stock 
were compared with self-fertilised seeds from one of tl 
later self-fertilised generations ; and here again in ha 
the cases the crossed seeds, and in the other half tl 
self-fertilised seeds, germinated first. Yet the plan 
of Mimulus raised from such self-fertilised seeds we: 
inferior in all respects to the crossed plants, and i 
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the case of Eschscholtzia they were inferior in fertility. 
Unfortunately the relative weight of the two lots of 
seeds was ascertained in only a few instances in which 
their germination was observed ; but with Ipomcea and 
I believe with some of the other species, the relative 
lightness of the self-fertilised seeds apparently deter- 
mined their early germination, probably owing to the 
smaller mass being favourable to the more rapid com- 
pletion of the chemical and morphological changes 
necessary for germination.* On the other hand, Mr. 
Galton gave me seeds (no doubt all self-fertilised) of 
Lathyrus odoratus, which were divided into two lots of 
heavier and lighter seeds ; and several of the former 
germinated first. It is evident that many more obser- 
vations are necessary before anything can be decided 
with respect to the relative period of germination of 
crossed and self-fertilised seeds. 




* Mr. J. Scott remarks (‘ Man- 
at of Opium Husbandry,’ 1877, 




experiments showing the same 
results, by Dr. Murck and Prof. 
Lehmann. 



1877, p. S3, on the important 
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CHAPTER X. 

Means or Fertilisation. 

Sterility anil fertility of plants when insects are excluded — The men ns 
by which flowers are cross-fertilised — Structures favourable to self- 
fertilisation— Eolation between the structure and eonBpicuousness 
of flowers, the visits of insects, and the advantages of cross-fertilisa- 
tion — The means by which flowers are fertilised with pollen 
from a distinct plant — Greater fertilising power of such pollen 
— AncmophilouB species — Conversion of anomophilous species into 
entomophilous — Origin of nectar— Anemophilous plants generally 

phrodite flowers — Trees often have their sexes separated. 

In the introductory chapter I briefly specified the 
various means by which cross-fertilisation is favoured 
or ensured, namely, the separation of the sexes, — the j 
maturity of the male and female sexual elements at] 
different periods, — the heterostyled or dimorphic 
and trimorphic condition of certain plants, — many 
mechanical contrivances, — the more or less complete 
inefficiency of a flower’s own pollen on the stigma, — and j 
the prepotency of pollen from any other individual J 
over that from the same plant. Some of these points 
require further consideration ; but for full details 1 1 
must refer the reader to the several excellent works 
mentioned in the introduction. I will in the first place 
give two lists : the first, of plants which are either quite 
sterile or produce less than about half the full com- 
plement of seeds, when insects are excluded ; and a 
second list of plants which, when thus treated, are fully 
fertile or produce at least half the full complement ' 
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of seeds. These lists have been compiled from the 
several previous tables, with some additional cases from 
my own observations and those of others. The species 
are arranged nearly in the order followed by Lindley 
in his ‘Vegetable Kingdom.’ The reader should 
observe that the sterility or fertility of the plants in 
these two lists depends on two wholly distinct causes ; 
namely, the absence or presence of the proper means 
by which pollen is applied to the stigma, and its less 
or greater efficiency when thus applied. As it is 
obvious that with plants in which the sexes are separate, 
pollen must be carried by some means from flower to 
flower, such species are excluded from the lists; as 
are likewise heterostyled plants, in which the same 
necessity occurs to a limited extent. Experience has 
proved to me that, independently of the exclusion of 
insects, the seed-bearing power of a plant is not 
lessened by covering it while in flower under a thin 
net supported on a frame; and this might indeed 
have been inferred from the consideration of the two 
following lists, as they include a considerable number 
of species belonging to the same genera, some of which 
are quite sterile and others quite fertile when protected 
by a net from the access of insects. 

List of Plants which, when Insects are excluded, are either 
quite sterile, or produce, as far as I could judge, less 
than half the number of Seeds produced by unpro- 
tected Plants. 

Pamflora iiluta, racemosa, ccerulea, edulis, laurifolia, and some 
individuals of P. juadrangularis (Passifloracese), are quite 
sterile under those conditions : see ‘ Variation of Animals 
and Plants under Domestication,’ chap. xvii. 2nd edit. vol. ii. 

p.na 

Viola catiina (Violacom). — Perfect flowors quite sterile unless 
fertilised by bees, or artificially fertilised. 
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I', tricolor. — Sets very few and poor eapsnles. 

Reseda odorata (Eesedaceto).— Some individuals quite sterile. 

R. lulca . — Some individuals produce very few and poor cap- 

Abutilon darwinii (Malvacete). — Quite sterile in Brazil : see 
previous discussion on solf-sterilo plants. 

Nymphaa (Nymphseace®).— Professor Caspary informs me that 
some of the species are quite sterile if insects are excluded. 

Euryale amazon tea (Nymphmaoc®). — Mr. J. Smith, of Kew, in- 
forms me that capsules from flowers left to themselves, and 
probably not visited by insects, contained from eight to fif- 
teen seeds; those from flowers artificially fertilised with 
pollen from other flowers on tho same plant contained from 
fifteen to thirty seeds ; and that two flowers fertilised with 
pollen brought from another plant at Chatsworth contained 
respectively sixty and seventy-five seeds. I have given 
these statements because Professor Caspary advances this 
plant as a case opposed to the doctrine of the necessity or 
advantage of cross-fertilisation: Bee Sitzungsberichte dor 
Phys.-bkon. Gesell. zu Konigsberg, B. vi. p. 20. 

Delphinium comduia (Banunculace®). — Produces many capsules, 
but these contain only about half the number of seeds com- 
pared with capsules from flowers naturally fertilised by 

Eschscholtzia cali/ornica (Papaveracem). — Brazilian plants quite 
Bterile : English plants produce a few capsules. 

Papavervayum (Papaveracem). — In the early part of the summer 
produced very few capsules, and these contained very few 
seeds. 

P. alpinum . — H. Hoffmann (‘ Speciesfrago,’ 1875, p. 47) states 
that this species produced seeds capable of germination only 
on one occasion. 

Corydalit cum (Fumariaoe®). — Sterile : see tho previous discus- 
sion on self-sterile plants. 

C. tolida . — I had a single plant in my garden (1863), and saw 
many hive-bees sucking the flowers, but not a single seed 
was produced. I was much surprised at this fact, ns Pro- 
fessor Hildebrand’s discovery that C. cava is sterilo with its 
own pollen had not then been made. Ho likewise concludes 
from tho few experiments which he made on tho present 
species that it is self-sterile. The two foregoing cases are 
interesting, because botanists formerly thought (see, for 
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instanoo, Lecoq, * Do la Fecundation et do l’Hybridation, 
1845, p. 61, and Lindley, ‘ Vogotablo Kingdom,’ 1833, p. 436) 
that all the species of the Fuinarinceto were specially adapted 
for self-fertilisation. 

0. lutea. — A covered-up plant produced (18G1) exactly half as 
many capsules as an exposed plant of the samo size grow- 
ing closo alongside. When humble-bees visit the flowers 
(and 1 repoatedly saw thorn thus acting) the lower petals 
suddenly spring downwards and the pistil upwards ; this 
is due to the elasticity of the parts, which takes effect, as 
soon as the cohoront edges of the hood aro separated by tho 
entrance of an insect. Unless insects visit the flowers the 
parts do not move. Nevertheless, many of the flowors on 
the plants which I had protected produced capsules, not- 
withstanding that their petals and pistils still retained thoir 
original position ; and I found to my surprise that these 
capsules contained more seeds than those from flowers, the 
petals of which had been artificially separated and allowed 
to spring apart. Thus, nine capsules produced by undis- 
turbed flowers contained fifty-three seeds ; whilst nine cap- 
sules from flowers, the petals of which had been artificially 
separated, contained only thirty-two seeds. But we should 
remember that if bees had been permitted to visit these 
flowers, they would have visited them at the best time for 
fertilisation. The flowers, the petals of which had been 
artificially separated, set their capsules before those which 
wero loft undisturbed under tho not. To show with what 
certainty tho flowors are visited by boos, I may add that 
on one occasion all the flowers on somo unprotected plants 
were examined, and every single one had iis petals sepa- 
rated ; and, on a second occasion, forty-one out of forty- 
throe flowers wore in this state. Hildebrand states (Bring. 
Jahr. f. wiss. Botanik, B. vii., p. 450) that tho mechanism 
of tho parts in this species is nearly the samo as in 0. ochro- 
Uuai, which he lias fully described. 

Hypecoum gmndiflorum (Fumariace®).— Highly self-sterile (Hil- 
debrand, ibid.). 

Kalmia latifolia (Ericacc®).— Mr. W. J. Beal says (‘ American 
Naturalist,’ 1867) that flowers protected from insects wither 
and drop off, with “ most of the anthers still remaining in 
the pockets.” 

Pelargonium zornth (Geraniaceai).— Almost sterile; one plant 
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produced two fruits. It is probable that different varieties 
would differ in this respect, as some aro only feebfy dicho- 
gamous. 

Dianthus caryophyttus (Oaryophyllacem). — Produces very few 
capsules, which contain any good seeds. 

Phaseolus multiform (Leguminosie). — Plants protected from 
insects produced on two occasions about one-third and ouo- 
eighth of the full number of seeds: see my article in 
‘ Gardeners’ Chronicle,’ 1857, p. 225, and 1858, p. 828 ; also 
* Annals and Mag. of Natural History,’ 3rd series, vol. ii. 
1858, p. 462. Dr. Ogle (‘ Pop. Science Review,’ 1870, p. 168) 
found that a plant was quite sterile when covered up. The 
flowers are not visited by insects in Nicaragua, and, accord- 
ing to Mr. Bolt, the species is there quite sterile: ‘The 
Naturalist in Nicaragua,' p. 70. 

Vina /aba (Leguminosai).— Seventeen covered-up plants yielded 
40 beans, whilst seventeen plants left unprotected and 
growing close alongside produced 135 beans; these latter 
plants were, therefore, between three and four times more 
fertile than the protected plants : see ‘ Gardeners’ Chronicle * 
for fuller details, 1858, p. 828. 

Erythrina (sp. t) (Leguminosse). — Sir W. MaoArthur informed 
me that in New South Wales the flowers do not set, unless 
tho petals aro moved in the same manner as is done by 

Latltyrus yrandiforus (Leguminosie).— Is in this country more or 
less sterile. It never sets pods unless the flowers are visited 
by humble-bees (and this happens only rarely), or unless 
they aro artificially fertilised : soe my article in * Gardeners’ 
Chronicle,’ 1858, p. 828. 

Sarothamnus scopariue (Leguminosie).— Extremely sterile when 
the flowers are neither visited by boos, nor disturbed by 
being beaten by the wind against tho surrounding net. 

Mclilotus officinalis (Leguminosm). — An unprotected plant visited 
by bees produced at least thirty times more seeds than a 
protected ono. On this latter plant many scores of racemes 
did not produce a single pod; several racemes produced 
each ono or two pods; five produced three; six produced 
four; and one produced six pods. On the unprotected plant 
each of several racomes produced fifteen pods; nine pro- 
duced between sixteen and twenty-two pods, and one 
produced thirty pods. 
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Lotus corniculatu* (Leguminosse). — Several covered-up plants 
produced only two empty pods, and not a single good seed. 

Trifolium repent (Leguminosae).— Several plants were protected 
from insects, and the seeds from ten flower-heads on these 
plants, and from ten heads on other plants growing outside 
the net (which I saw visited by bees), were counted ; and 
the seeds from the latter plants were very nearly ten times 
as numerous as those from the protected plants. The ex- 
periment was repeated on the following year; and twenty 
protected heads now yielded only a single aborted seed, 
whilst twenty heads on the plants outside the net (which I 
saw visited by bee-) yielded 2290 soeds, as calculated by 
weighing all the seed, and counting the number in a weight 
of two grains. 

T. prateu se. — One hundred flower-heads on plants protected by 
a net did not produce a single seed, whilst 100 heads on 
plants growing outside, which were visited by bees, yielded 
68 grains weight of seeds ; and as eighty seeds weighed two 
grains, the 100 heads must have yielded 2,720 seeds. I have 
often watched this plant, and have never seen hive-bees 
sucking the flowers, except from the outside through holes 
bitten by humble-bees, or deep down between the flowers, as 
if in search of some secretion from the calyx, almost in the 
same manner as described by Mr. Farrer, in the case of 
Coronilla (‘Nature,’ 1874, July 2, p. 169). I must, how- 
ever, except one occasion, when an adjoining field of sainfoin 
(Halt/mrum onobryehit ) had just been cut down, and when 
the bees seemed driven to desperation. On this occasion 
most of the flowers of the clover were somewhat withered, 
and contained an extraordinary quantity of nectar, which 
the bees were able to suck. An experienced apiarian, 
Mr. Miner, says that in the United States hive-bees never 
suck the red clover ; and Mr. B. Colgate informs me that 
he has observed the same fact in New Zealand after the 
Introduction of the hive-bee into that island. On the other 
hand, H. Muller (‘ Befruchtung,’ p 224) has often seen hive- 
bees visiting this plant in Germany, for the sake both of 
pollen and nectar, which latter they obtained by breaking 
apart the petals. It is at least certain that humble-bees are 
the chief fertilisers of the common red clover. 

T. ineamutum . — The flower-heads containing ripe seeds, on some 
covered and uncovered plants, appeared equally fine, but 
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this was a false appearaneo ; GO heads on the latter yielded 
349 grains weight of seeds^ whereas 60 on the covcred-up 
plants yielded only 63 grains, and many of the seeds in the 
latter lot were poor and aborted. Therefore the flowers 
which wore visited by boos producod between five and six 
times as many Bonds os those which were protected. The 
covered-up plants not having been much exhausted by seed- 
boaring, bore a second considerable crop of flower-stems, 
whilst the exposed plants did not do so. 

Cytisus Viburnum (Leguminosm). — Seven flower-racemes ready to 
expand were enclosed in a large bag made of net, and they 
did not seem in the least injured by this treatment. Only 
three of them produced any pods, each a single one; and 
these three pods contained one, four, and five seeds. So 
that only a single pod from the seven racemes included a 
fair complement of seeds. 

Cuphea purpurea (Lythracese). — Produced no seeds. Other flowers 
on the same plant artificially fertilised under the net yielded 
seeds. 

Vinca major (Apocynace®).— Is generally quite sterile, but some- 
times sets seeds when artificially cross-fertilised: see my 
notice, ' Gardeners’ Chronicle,’ 1861, p. 552. 

V. rosea. — Rehaves in the same manner as the last species: 
'Gardeners’ Chronicle,’ 1861, pp. 699, 736, 831. 

Tahernocmonlana echinata (Apocynaoe®). — Quite Bterilo. 

Petunia violacea (Solanaoe®).— -Quite sterile, as far as I have 
observed. 

Solatium tuberosum (Solanacese).— 1 Tinzmann says (‘Gardeners’ 
Chronicle,’ 1846, p. 183) that some varieties aro quite sterile 
unless fertilised by pollen from anothor variety. 

Primula scotica (Primulacete). — A non-dimorphio species, which 
is fertile with its own pollen, but is extremely sterile if 
insects are excluded. J. Scott, in ‘Journal Linn. Soc. Bot.’ 
vol. viii. 1864, p. 119. 

Cortusa viatthioli (Primulacete).— Protected plants completely 
sterile; artificially self-fertilised flowers perfectly fertile. 
J. Scott, ibid. p. 84. 

Cyclamen persicum (Primulace®). — During one season several 
covered-up plants did not produce a single seed. 

Borago officinalis (Boraginaccie). — Protected plants produced 
about half as many seeds as the unprotected. 

Salvia tenori (Labiate). — Quite sterile; but two or three flowers 
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on the summits of three of the spikes, which touched the 
net when the wind blew, produced a few seeds. This 
sterility was not due to the injurious effects of t he net, for I 
fertilised five flowers with pollen from an adjoining plant, 
and these all yielded fine seeds. I removed the net, whilst 
one little branch still bore a few not completely faded 
flowers, and these were visited by bees and yielded seeds. 

S. cocci ueu . — Some covered-up plants produced a good many 
fruits, but not, I think, half as many as did the uncovered 
plants ; twenty-eight of the fruits spontaneously produced 
by the protected plant contained on an average only 1'45 
seeds, whilst some artificially self-fertilised fruits on the 
6ame plant contained more than twice as many, viz., 8 8 

Bignmia (unnamed species) (Bignoniocem).— Quite sterile: see 
my account of self-sterile plants 

Digitalis purpura (Scrophulariacete).— Extremely sterile, only a 
few poor capsules being produced. 

Linaria vulgaris (Scrophulariacem).— Extremely sterilo. 

Antirrhinum majus, red var. (Scrophulariacete). — Fifty pods 
gathered from a large plant under a net contained 9 • 8 grains 
weight of seeds ; but many (unfortunately not counted) of 
tho fitly pods contained no seeds. Fifty pods on a plant 
fully exjMjsod to the visits of humble-bees contained 118 '1 
grains weight of seed, that is, more than twice the weight ; 
but in this case again, several of the fifty pods contained no 

A. nvijus (white var., with a pink mouth to the corolla). — 
Fifty pods, of which only a very few were empty, on a 
covered-up plant contained 20 grains weight of seed ; so 
that this variety sooms to bo much more self-fertile than 
tho previous ono. With l)r. W. Ogle (‘Pop. Science 
Review,' Jan. 1870, p. 52) a plant of this species was much 
moro sterile when protected from insects than with me, for 
it produced only two small capsules. As showing the 
efficiency of bees, 1 may add that Mr. Crocker castrated some 
young flowers nnd left them uncovered; and these produced 
as many seeds as the unmutilatcd flowers. 

A. majus (pelorie var.). — This variety is quite fertile when arti- 
ficially fertilised with its own pollen, but is utterly sterile 
when left to itself and uncovered, as humble-bees cannot 
crawl into the narrow tubular flowers. 
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Verbatemtphoeniceum (Scrophulariaccai).— Quito sterile 
V. nigrum . — Quite sterile (sterile plants. 



■a (Lobeliace®). — Quite sterile. 



Lobelia ramosa (Lobeliaceto).— Quite sterile. 

L.fulijtnt. — This plant is never visited in my garden by bees, 
and is quite sterile; but in a nursery-garden at a few miles’ 
distance I saw humble-bees visiting the flowors, and they 
produced some capsules. 

Isotoma (a white-flowered var.) (Lobeliace®).— Five plants left 
unprotected in my greenhouse produced twenty-four fine 
capsules, containing altogether 12 '2 grains weight of seed, 
and thirteen other very poor capsules, which were rejected, 
five plants protected from insects, but otherwise exposed 
to the same conditions as tho above plants, produced sixteen 
fine capsules, and twenty other very poor and rejected ones. 
The sixteen fine capsules contained seeds by weight in such 
proportion that twenty-four would have yielded 4' 66 
grains. So that the unprotected plants produced nearly 
thrice as many seeds by weight as tho protected plants. 

Leschenaultia formosa (Goodeniaceae).— Quite sterile. My experi- 
ments on this plant, showing the necessity of insect aid, 
are given in the ‘ Gardeners’ Chronicle,’ 1871, p. 1166. 

Senecio crumtus (Composite). — Quite sterile : see my account of 
self-sterile plants. 

Heterocentron mexicanum (Melastomace®).— Quite sterile; but 
this species and the following members of the group pro- 
duce plenty of seed when artificially self-fertilised. 

Bhexia glandulosa (Melastomace®).— Set spontaneously only two 
or three capsules. 

Cenlracknia fioribundn (Melastomace®).— During some years pro- 
duced spontaneously two or three capsules, sometimes 



none. 

Pleromt (unnamed species from Kew) (Melastomace®).— During 
some years produced spontaneously two or throe capsules, 
sometimes none. 

Mvnocho-tum emtferum (Melastomace®).— During some years pro- 
duced spontaneously two or three capsules, sometimes 



lledychium (unnamed species) (Marantace®). — Almost self-sterile 
without aid. 

Orchidea— An immense proportion of the species sterile, if 
insocts are excluded. 
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List of Plants , which when protected from Insects are 
either quite Fertile, or yield more than half the Nuniber 
of Seeds produced by unprotected Plants. 

Passijlom gracilis (Passiflorace®).— Produces many fruits, but 
these contain fewer seeds than fruits from intercrossed flowers. 

Brassica oleracca (Crucifer®). — Produces many capsules, but 
these generally not so rich in seed as thoso ou uncovered 

Raphanus sativus (Crucifer®). — Half of a largo branching plant 
was covered by a net, and was as thickly covered with 
capsules as the other and unprotected half; but twenty of 
the capsules on the latter contained on an average 3’ 5 
seeds, whilst twenty of the protected capsules contained only 
1'85 seeds, that is, only a little more than half the number. 
This plant might perhaps have been more properly included 
in tiie former list 

Iberit umbellate (Crucifer®). — Highly fertile. 

1. amara.— Highly fertile. 

Reseda odorata and lutea (Reseda cere). — Certain individuals com- 
pletely self-fertile. 

Euryaleferox (Nymphmacem). — Professor Caspary informs me that 
this plant is highly self-fertile when inseots are excluded. He 
remarks in tho paper before referred to, that his plants (as 
well as those of the Victoria regia) produce only one flower 
at a time ; and that as this species is an annual, and was 
introduced in 1809, it must have been self-fertilised for the 
last fifty-six generations ; but Dr. Hooker assures me that to 
his knowledge it has been repeatedly introduced, and that at 
Kew the same plant both of the Euryale and of the Victoria 
produce several flowers at tho same time. 

Nymphaa (Nympluoace®).— Some species, as I am informed by 
Professor Caspary, are quite self-fertilo when insects are 
excluded. 

Adonis aestivalis (Banuncnlacem). — Produces, according to Pro- 
fessor H. Hoffmann (‘ Speciosfrage,’ p. 11), plenty of seeds 
when protected from insects. 

Ranunculus acris (Banunculace®).— Produces plenty of seeds 
under a net. 

Papavcr somni/erum (Papaverace®).— Thirty capsules from un- 
covered plants yielded 15- 6 grains weight of seed, and thirty 
capsules from covered-up plants, growing in the same bed, 
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yielded 16 -5 grains weight; so that the latter plants were 
more productive than the uncovered. Professor H. Hoffmann 
(■ Speciesfrage,’ 1875, p. 63) also found this species self-fertile 
when protected from insects. 

P. vagum . — Produced late in the summer plenty of seeds, which 
germinated well. 



il^iif-frrUulieJ’ilowOT 



P. argemonoide* .... 

Oluucium lutcum (Papaveraceas) 

Argemone ochroleuat (Papavuraceic) . 

Adlumia cirrhosn (Fumariacese).— Sets an abundance of capsules. 

Hypecoum procumbent (Fumariaceie). Hildebrand says (idem), 
with respect to protected flowers, that “ eine gute Frucht- 
biidung eintrete.” 

Fumaria officinalit (Fumariaceie). — Covered-up and unprotected 
plants apparently produced an equal number of capsules, 
and the seeds of the former seemed to the eye equally good. 
I have often watched this plant, and so has Hildebrand, and 
we have never seen an insect visit the flowers. H. Hiiller 
has likewise ten struck with the rarity of the visits of insects 
to it, though he has sometimes seen hive-bees at work. 
The flowers may perhaps be visited by small moths, as is 
probably the case with the following species. 

F. capreolata . — Several large beds of this plant growing wild 
were watched by me during many days, but the flowers 
were never visited by any insects, though a humble-bee 
was once seen closely to inspect them. Nevertheless, as 
the nectary contains mnch nectar, especially in the evening, 
1 felt convinced that they were visited, probably by moths. 
The petals do not naturally separate or open in the least ; 
but they had been opened by some means in a certain pro- 
portion of tho flowers, in the same manner as follows when 
a thick bristle is pushed into the nectary ; so that in this 
respect they resemble the flowers of Curydalit lutea. Thirty- 
four heads, each including many flowers, were examined, 
and twenty of them hod from one to four flowers, whilst 
fourteen had not a single flower thus opened. It is there- 
fore clear that some of tho flowers had been visited by 
insects, while the majority had not ; yet almost all produced 

Ltnum imtatimimum (Linaceas).— Appears to be quite fertile. 
U. Hoffmann, ‘ Hot. Zeitung,’ 1876, p. 566. 

/inpatient barbigera (Balsam iuaceffi).— The flowers, though ex- 
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cellcntly adapted for cross-fertilisation by the bees which 
freely visit them, set abundantly nnder a net. 

Z noli-mt-tanijere (Balsaminaccie). — This species produces cleis- 
togamic and perfect flowers. A plant was covered with a net, 
and some perfect flowers, marked with threads, produced 
eleven spontaneously sclf-fertdised capsules, which oontained 
on an average 3 '45 seeds. I neglected to ascertain the 
number of seeds produced by perfect flowers exposed to the 
visits of insects, but I believe it is not greatly in excess of 
the above average. Mr. A. W. Bennett lias carefully described 
the structure of the flowers of J./ulva in ‘ Journal Linn. Soc.’ 
voL xiii. Bot 1872, p. 147. This latter species is said to 
be sterile with its own pollen (‘ Gard. Chronicle,’ 1868, p. 
1286), and if so, it presents a remarkable contrast with I. 
barbigerum and nuli-me-tungert. 

Limnanthes douglasii (Geraniacete).— Highly fertile. 

Viscaria oculula (Caryophyllaceae).— Produces plenty of capsules 
with good seeds. 

Stellaria media (Caryopliyllacem). — Covered-up and uncovered 
plants produced an equal number of capsules, and the seeds 
in both appeared equally numerous and good. 

Beta vulgaris (Chenopodiaces). — Highly self-fertile. 

Viciu saliva (Legumiuosm).— Protected and unprotected plants 
produced an equal number of pods and equally fine seeds. 
If there was any difference between the two lots, the covered- 
up plants were the most productive. 

F. hirsuta. — This species bears the smallest flowers of any 
British leguminous plant. The result of covering up plants 
was exactly the same as in tho last species. 

Pisum sativum (Leguminosre).— Fully fertile. 

Lathyrus odomtus (Leguminosm).— Fully fertile. 

L. nissolia . — Fully fertile. 

Bupinus luteus (LeguminosiB).— Fairly productive. 

Z. pUosus . — Produced plenty of pods. 

Ononis minutissimi (Leguminosai).— Twelvo perfect flowers on a 
plant under a net were marked by threads, and produced 
eight pods, containing on an average 2 '38 soeda Pods 
produced by flowers visited by insects would probably have 
oontained on an average 3 66 seeds, judging from the effects 
of artificial cross-fertilisation. 

Phascolus vulgaris (Leguminosm). — Quito fertile. 

TriJ&ium arvense (Leguminosm).— The excessively small flowers 
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are incessantly visited by hive and humble-bees. When 
insects wore excluded the flower-heads seemed to produce as 
many and as fine seeds as the exposed heads. 

T. procumbent.— On one occasion covered-up plants seemed to 
yield as many seeds as the uncovered. On a second occasion 
sixty un 'overed flower-heads yielded 91 grains weight of 
seeds, whilst sixty heads on protected plants yielded no iess 
than 17 '7 grains; so that these latter plants were much 
more productive; but this result 1 suppose was accidental. 
I have often watched this plant, and have never seen the 
flowers visited by insects; but I suspect that the flowers of 
this species, and more especially of Trifolium minus, are 
frequented by small noctnrnal moths which, as 1 hear from 
Mr. Bond, haunt the smaller clovers. 

Med kayo lupuiina (Leguminosse). — On account of the danger of 
losing the seeds, I was forced to gather the pods before they 
were quite ripe ; 150 flower-heads on plants visited by bees 
yielded pods weighing 101 grains; whilst 150 heads on 
protected plants yielded pods weighing 77 grains. The 
inequality would probably have been greater if the mature 
seeds could have been all safely collected and compared. 
Ig. Urban (Keimung, Bluthen, &c , bei Sledicago, 1873) has 
described the means of fertilisation in this genus, as has the 
Bev. G. Henslow in the ‘ Journal of Linn. Soc. Bot.’ vol. ix. 
1866, pp. 327 and 355. 

tiicotiana tubaeum (Solanacere). — Fully self-fertile. 

Ipomeea purpurea (Convolvulacese). — Highly self-fertile. 

Leptosiphon androsace us (Polemoniacese). — Plants under a net 
produced a good many capsules. 

Primula mollis (Primulaeea)).— A homomorphic species, self- fer- 
tile: J. Scott, in ‘Journal Linn. Soc. Bot.’ vol. viii. 1864, p. 120. 

Nolana prostrata (Nolanacere).— Plants covered np in the green- 
house, yielded seeds by weight compared with uncovered 
plants, the flowers of which were visited by many bees, 
in the ratio of 100 to 61. 

Ajuga reptans (Labiate).— Set a good many seeds; but none of 
the stems under a not produced so many as several un- 
covered stems growing closely by. 

Euphrasia officinalis (Scrophulariacese).— Covered-up plants pro- 
duced plenty of seed ; whether less than the exposed plants I 
cannot say. I saw two small Dipterous insects ( Dolichopm 
nigripennis and Empis chioptera ) repeatedly sucking the 
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flowers ; as they crawled into them, they rubbed against the 
bristles which project from the anthers, and became dusted 
with pollen. 

Veronica ayrrstis (Scrophulariacete).— Covered-up plants produced 
an abundance of seeds. I do not know whether any insects 
visit the flowers ; but I have observed Syrphidte repeatedly 
covered with pollen visiting the flowers of V. hederafolia and 
chamotdrys. 

Mimulus luteiu (Scrophulariacete).— Highly self-fertile. 

Calceolaria (greenhouse variety) (Scrophulariaceai). — Highly self- 
fertile. 

Verbatcum thajmis (Scrophulariaceto).— Highly self-fertile. 

V. lycknitis. — Highly self-fertile. 

Vandellia nummular i/olia (Scrophulariacete). — Perfect flowers 
produce a good many capsules. 

Barteia odontites (Scrophulariacete).— Covered- up plants produced 
a good many seeds ; but several of these were shrivelled, nor 
were they so numerous as those produced by unprotected 
plants, which were incessantly visited by hive and humble- 
bees. 

Bpecularia speculum (Lobcliacete). — Covered plants produced 
almost as many capsules as the uncovered. 

Lacluca saliva (Composite). — Coverod plants produced some 
seeds, but the summer was wet and unfavourable. 

Oalium aparine (Rubiacete).— Covered plants produced quite as 
many seeds as the uncovered. 

Apium p-troeelinum (Umbellifersc). — Covered plants apparently 
were as productive as the uncovered. 

Zen mays (Grammem). — A single plant in the greenhouse 
produced a good many grains. 

Canna warscewiczi (Marantaces).— Highly self-fertile. 

Onhidaccct. — In Europe Ophrys api/era is as regularly self- 
fertilised as is any cleistogamic flower. In the United States, 
South Africa, and Australia there are a few species which 
are perfectly self-fertile. These several cases are given in 
the 2nd edit, of my work on the Fertilisation of Orchids. 

Allium ctpu (blood red var.) (Liliaoete).— Four flower-heads were 
covered with a net, and they produced somewhat fewer and 
smaller capsules than those on the uncovered heads. The 
capsules were counted on one uncovered head, and were 289 
in number ; whilst those on a fine head from under the net 
were only 199. 

2 B 
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Each of these lists contains by a mere accident the 
same number of genera, viz., forty-nine.* The genera 
in the first list include sixty-five species, and those in 
the second sixty species ; the Orchide® in both being 
excluded. If the genera in this latter order, as well as 
in the Asclepiad® and Apocynaceae, had been included, 
the number of species which are sterile if insects are 
excluded would have been greatly increased ; but the 
lists are confined to species which were actually expe- 
rimented on. The results can be considered as only 
approximately accurate, for fertility is so variable a 
character, that each species ought to have been tried 
many times. The above number of species, namely, 
125, is as nothing to the host of living plants ; but 
the mere fact of more than half of them being sterile 
within the specified degree, when insects are excluded, 
is a striking one ; for whenever pollen has to be earned 
from the anthers to the stigma in order to ensure full 
fertility, there is at least a good chance of cross-fertili- 
sation. I do not, however, believe that if all known 
plants were tried in the same manner, half would be 
found to be sterile within the specified limits; for 



* The plants in these two lists 
ure ontomophilous, or adapted for 
fertilisation by insocts, with the 
exception of Zeaand Beta, which 
are oneraophilous or fertilised by 
the wind. I may therefore here 
repeat that, aocording to Rim- 
pan (‘Iandwirth. Jnrbuch,’ B. vi. 
1877, pp. 192-283, and p. 1078), 
Rye is sterile if the access of 
pollen from other plants is pre- 
vented : whereas wheat and barley 
are quite fertile under these oondl- 
t ious. Kimpan states ( p. 199) that 
the different varieties of wheat be- 
have differently with respect to 



authors from the florets of one 
variety of wheat, which neverthe- 
less produced a considerable num- 
ber of graiua. being fertilised by 
the surrounding plants. 1 state 
this fact, because Mr. A. 8. Wil- 
son concludes from his excellent 
experiments ‘ Gardeners’ Chroni- 
cle ' 1874, March 21, p. 875) that 
wheat is invariably self-fertilised, 
and no doubt it is so generally. 
Mr. Wilson believes that all the 
pollen shed bytheexserted anthers 
is absolutely useless. This is a 
conclusion which it would require 
very rigid proof to make me to 
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many flowers were selected for experiment which pre- 
sented some remarkable structure; and such flowers 
often require insect-aid. Thus out of the forty-nine 
genera in the first list, about thirty-two have flowers 
which are asymmetrical or present some remarkable 
peculiarity ; whilst in the second list, including species 
which are fully or moderately fertile when insects were 
excluded, only about twenty-one out of the forty-nine 
are asymmetrical or present any remarkuble peculiarity. 

Means of cross-fertilisation . — The most important of 
all the means by which pollen is carried from the 
anthers to the stigma of the same flower, or from flower 
to flower, are insects, belonging to the orders of 
Hymenoptera, Lepidoptera, and Diptera ; and in some 
parts of the world, birds.* Next in importance, but 
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in a quite subordinate degree, is the wind ; and with 
some aquatic plants, according to Delpino,* currents of 
water. The simple fact of the necessity in many cases 
of extraneous aid for the transport of the pollen, and the 
many contrivances for this purpose, render it highly 
probable that some great benefit is thus gained ; and 
this conclusion has now been firmly established by the 
proved superiority in growth, vigour, and fertility of 
plants of crossed parentage over those of self-fertilised 
parentage. But we should always keep in mind that 
two somewhat opposed ends have to be gained; the 
first and more important one being the production 
of seeds by any means, and the second, cross-ferti- 
lisation. 

The advantages derived from cross-fertilisation throw 
a flood of light on most of the chief characters of flowers. 
We can thus understand their large size and bright 
colours, and in some cases the bright tints of the 
adjoining parts, such as the peduncles, bracteae, even 
true leaves, as with Poinsettia, &c. By this means 
they are rendered conspicuous to insects, on the same 
principle that almost every fruit which is devoured by 
birds presents a strong contrast in colour with the 
green foliage, in order that it may he seen and its 
seeds freely disseminated. With some flowers con- 
spicuousness is gained at the expense even of the 
reproductive organs, as with the ray-florets of many 
Com posit®, the exterior flowers of Hydrangea, and the 
terminal flowers of the Feather-hyacinth or Muscari. 
There is also reason to believe, and this was the opinion 
of Sprengel, that flowers differ in colour in accordance 
with the kinds of insects which frequent them. 



• See also Dr. Ascherson’s interesting essay in ‘ Bot. Zeitung,’ 
1871, p. 444. 
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Not only do the bright colours of flowers serve to 
attract insects, but dark-coloured streaks and marks 
are often present, which Sprengel long ago maintained 
served as guides to the nectary. These marks follow 
the veins in the petals, or lie between them. They 
may occur on only one, or on all excepting one or 
more of the upper or lower petals ; or they may form 
a dark ring round the tubular part of the corolla, or 
be confined to the lips of an irregular flower. In the 
white varieties of many flowers, such as of Digitalis 
purpurea, Antirrhinum majus, several species of Dian- 
thus, Phlox, Myosotis, llhododendron, Pelargonium, 
Primula, and Petunia, the marks generally persist, 
whilst the rest of the corolla has become of a pure 
white ; but this may be due merely to their colour 
being more intense and thus less readily obliterated. 
Sprengel’s notion of the use of these marks as guides 
appeared to me for a long time fanciful ; for insects, 
without such aid, readily discover the nectary and 
bite holes through it from the outside. They also 
discover the minute nectar-secreting glands on the 
stipules and leaves of certain plants. Moreover, some 
few plants, such as certain poppies, which are not 
nectariferous, have guiding marks; but we might 
perhaps expect that some few plants would retain 
traces of a former nectariferous condition. On the other 
hand, these marks are much more common on asymme- 
trical flowers, the entrance into which would be apt to 
puzzle insects, than on regular flowers. Sir J. Lubbock 
has also proved that bees readily distinguish colours, 
and that they lose much time if the position of honey 
which they have once visited be in the least changed.* 
The following case affords, I think, the best evidence 



• • British " 87 ,p 44, 
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that these marks have really been developed in corre- 
lation with the nectary. The two upper petals of the 
common Pelargonium are thus marked near their bases; 
and I have repeatedly observed that when the flowers 
vary so as to become peloric or regular, they lose their 
nectaries and at the same time the dark marks. 
When the nectary is only partially aborted, only one 
of the upper petals loses its mark. Therefore the nec- 
tary and these marks clearly stand in some sort of close 
relation to one another ; and the simplest view is that 
they were developed together for a special purpose; 
the only conceivable one being that the marks serve as 
a guide to the nectary. It is, however, evident from 
what has been already said, that insects could discover 
the nectar without the aid of guiding marks. They 
are of service to the plant, only by aiding insects to 
visit and suck a greater number of flowers within a 
given time than would otherwise be possible ; and thus 
there will be a better chance of fertilisation by pollen 
brought from a distinct plant, and this we know is of 
paramount importance. 

The odours emitted by flowers attract insects, as I 
have observed in the case of plants covered by a muslin 
net. Nttgeli affixed artificial flowers to branches, 
scenting some with essential oils and leaving others 
unseented ; and insects were attracted to the former in 
an unmistakable manner.* It would appear that they 
must be guided by the simultaneous action of sight 
and smell, for M. Plateau t found that excellently 
made, but not scented, artificial flowers never deceived 
them. It will be shown in the next chapter that the 
flowers of certain plants remain fully expanded for 

* ‘ Enstchung, Ac., dcr Nntur- Assnc. for the Advancement of 
hist. Art.’ 1S65, p. 23. Soieuoe,’ 1876. 

t ‘ Proceedings of the French 
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days or weeks and do not attract any insects ; and it is 
probable that they are neglected from not having as 
yet secreted any nectar or become odoriferous. Nature 
may be said occasionally to try on a large scale the 
same experiment as that by M. Plateau. Not a few 
flowers are both conspicuous and odoriferous. Of all 
colours, white is the prevailing one; and of white 
flowers a considerably larger proportion smell sweetly 
than of any other colour, namely, 14 • 6 per cent.; of 
red, only 8’2 per cent, are odoriferous.* The fact of 
a larger proportion of white flowers smelling sweetly 
may depend in part on those which are fertilised by 
moths requiring the double aid of conspicuousness in 
the dusk and of odour. Most flowers which are fer- 
tilised by crepuscular or nocturnal insects emit their 
odour chiefly or exclusively in the evening, and they 
are thus less likely to be visited and have their nectar 
stolen by ill-adapted diurnal insects. Some flowers, 
however, which are highly odoriferous depend solely 
on this quality for their fertilisation, such as the night- 
flowering stock (Hesperis) and some species of Daphne ; 
and these present the rare case of flowers which are 
fertilised by insects being obscurely coloured. 

The storage of a supply of nectar in a protected place 
is manifestly connected with the visits of insects. So 
is the position which the stamens and pistils occupy, 
either permanently or at the proper period through 
their own movements ; for when mature they invariably 
stand in the pathway leading to the nectary. The 
shape of the nectary and of the adjoining parts are 
likewise related to the particular kinds of insects which 

• The colours end odours of I hnvo not seen their original 
the Bowers of 4200 species have works, but a very full abstract 
been tabulated by Landgrahe, is given in Loudon's ‘Gardeners 
and by Schttbler and KohUr. Mag.’ voL xiii. 1837, p. 367. 
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habitually visit the flowers ; this has been well shown 
by H. Muller by his comparison of lowland species '] 

which are chiefly visited by bees, with alpine species 
belonging to the same genera which are visited by 
butterflies.* Flowers may also be adapted to certain j 
kinds of insects, by secreting nectar particularly attrac- 
tive to them, and unattractive to other kinds ; of which 1 
fact Epipaclis latijolia offers the most striking instance | 
known to me, as it is visited exclusively by wasps. 
Structures also exist, such as the hairs within the 
corolla of the foxglove (Digitalis), which apparently I 
serve to exclude insects that are not well fitted to bring 
pollen from one flower to another, f I need say nothing I 
here of the endless contrivances, such as the viscid j 
glands attached to the pollen-masses of the Orchidess 1 
and Asclepiadre, or the viscid or roughened state of 1 

the pollen-grains of many plants, or the irritability of 1 

their stamens which move when touched by insects, &c., i 
—as all these contrivances evidently favour or ensure I 
cross-fertilisation. 

All ordinary flowers are so far open that insects can 
force an entrance into them, notwithstanding that | 
some, like the Snapdragon (Antirrhinum), various I 
Papilionaceous and Fumariaceous flowers, are in ] 
appearance closed. It cannot be maintained that their I 
openness is necessary for fertility, as cleistogamic flowers ! 
which are permanently closed yield a full complement 1 
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phorus — the two most precious of all the elements for 
the growth of plants — but in the case of most open 
flowers, a large quantity of pollen is consumed by 
pollen-devouring insects, and a large quantity is 
destroyed during long-continued rain. With many 
plants this latter evil is guarded against, as far ns 
is possible, by the anthers opening only during dry 
weather,* — by the position and form of some or all of 
the petals, — by the presence of hairs, &c., and as Kemer 
has shown in his interesting essay ,t by the movements 
of the petals or of the whole flower during cold and wet 
weather. In order to compensate the loss of pollen in 
so many ways, the anthers produce a far larger amount 
than is necessary for the fertilisation of the same flower. 
I know this from my own experiments on Ipomcea, 
given in the Introduction ; and it is still more plainly 
shown by the astonishingly small quantity produced 
by cleistogamic flowers, which lose none of their pollen, 
in comparison with that produced by the open flowers 
borne by the same plants ; and yet this small quantity 
suffices for the fertilisation of all their numerous seeds. 
Mr. H assail took pains in estimating the number of 
pollen-grains produced by a flower of the Dandelion 
(Leontodon), and found the number to be 243,600, 
and in a Pieonv 3,654,0004 A single plant of Typha 
produced 144 grains by weight of pollen, and as this 
plant is anemophilous with very small pollen-grains, 



• Mr. Blackley observed that 
the ripe anthers of rye did not 
dehisce whilst kept under a bell- 
glass in a damp atmosphere, 

the same temperature in the open 
airdehisoed freely. Hoalsofound 
much more pollen adhering to 
the sticky slides, which wero 
attached to kites and sent high 



up in the atmosphere, during the 
first fine and dry days after wet 

‘ Experimental Researches on 
Hay Fever,’ 1873, p. 127. 

t ‘ Die Sehutzmittel des Pol- 
lens,’ 1873. 

J ‘Annals and Mag. of Nat. 
Hist.’ voh viii. 1842. p. 108. 
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their number in the above weight must have been 
prodigious. We may judge of this from the following 
facts: Dr. Blackley ascertained* by an ingenious 
method, that in the three following anemophilous plants, 
a single grain-weight of the pollen of Lolium permits 
contained 6,032,000 grains; the same weight of the 
pollen of Plantago lanceolata contained 10,124,000 
grains ; and that of Scirpus laeustris, 27,302,050 grains. 
Again Mr. A. S. Wilson estimated by micro-measure- 
ment} that a single floret of rye yielded 60,000 pollen- 
grains, whilst one of spring wheat yielded only 6864 
grains. The editor of the ‘ Botanical Register ’ counted 
the ovules in the flowers of Wistaria sinensis, and care- 
fully estimated the number of pollen-grains, and he 
found thatforeach ovule there were 7000 grains.} With 
Mirabilis, three or four of the very large pollen-grains 
are sufficient to fertilise an ovule ; but I do not know 
how many grains a flower produces. With Hibiscus, 
Kolreuter found that sixty grains were necessary to fer- 
tilise all the ovules of a flower, and he calculated that 
4863 grains were produced by a single flower, or eighty- 
one times too many. With Geum urbanum, however, 
according to Gartner, the pollen is only ten times too 
much.§ As we thus see that the open state of all 
ordinary flowers, and the consequent loss of much 
pollen, necessitate the development of so prodigious an 
excess of this precious substance, why, it may be asked, 
are flowers always left open ? As many plants exist 
throughout the vegetable kingdom which bear cleisto- 
gamic flowers, there can hardly be a doubt that all 



* ‘New Observations on Hay 
Fever.’ 1877, p. 14. 

t ’ Gardeners’ Chronicle,’ March 
1874, p. 876. 

J Quoted in 1 Card. Chrou.’ 



1846, p. 771. 

$ Kolreuter, ‘ Vorliiuflge Nneh- 
richt,’ 1761, p. 9. Gartner, ' llel- 
trage zur Kenntniss,' &c. p. 346. 
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open flowers might easily have been converted into 
closed ones. The graduated steps by which this pro- 
cess could have been effected may be seen at the 
present time in Lathyrus nissclia, Biophytum sen- 
sitivuin, and several other plants. The answer to the 
above question obviously is, that with permanently 
closed flowers there could be no cross fertilisation. 

The frequency, almost regularity, with which pollen 
is transported by insects from flower to flower, often 
from a considerable distance, well deserves attention.* 
This is best shown by the impossibility in many cases 
of raising two varieties of the same species pure, if they 
grow at all near together ; but to this subject I shall 
presently return ; also by the many cases of hybrids 
which have appeared spontaneously both in gardens and 
a state of nature. With respect to the distance from 
which pollen is often brought, no one who has had any 
experience would expect to obtain pure cabbage-seed, 
for instance, if a plant of another variety grew within 
two or three hundred yards. An accurate observer, 
the late Mr. Masters of Canterbury, assured me that 
he once had his whole stock of seeds “ seriously affected 
with purple bastards,” by some plants of purple kale 
which flowered in a cottager’s garden at the distance of 
half a mile ; no other plant of this variety growing any 
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nearer.* But the most striking case which has been re- 
corded is that by M. Godron.t who shows by the nature 
of the hybrids produced that Primula grandi flora must 
have been crossed with pollen brought by bees from 
P. officinalis, growing at the distance of above two 
kilometres, or of about one English mile and a quarter. 

All those who have long attended to hybridisation, 
insist in the strongest terms on the liability of castrated 
flowers to be fertilised by pollen brought from distant 
plants of the same species.J The following case shows 
this in the clearest manner: Gartner, before he had 
gained much experience, castrated and fertilised 520 
flowers on various species with pollen of other genera 
or other species, but left them unprotected ; for, as he 
says, he thought it a laughable idea that pollen should 
be brought from flowers of the same species, none of 
which grew nearer than between 500 and 600 yards.§ 
The result was that 289 of these 520 flowers yielded no 
seed, or none that germinated ; the seed of 29 flowers 
produced hybrids, such as might have been expected 
from the nature of the pollen employed ; and lastly, 
the seed of the remaining 202 flowers produced per- 
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fectly pure plants, so that these flowers must have 
been fertilised by pollen brought by insects from a 
distance of between 500 and 600 yards.* It is of 
course possible that some of these 202 flowers might 
have been fertilised by pollen left accidentally in 
them when they were castrated ; but to show how 
improbable this is, I may add that Gartner, during the 
next eighteen years, castrated no less than 8042 flowers 
and hybridised them in a closed room ; and the seeds 
from only seventy of these, that is considerably less 
than 1 per cent., produced pure or unhybridised 
offspring.t 

From the various facts now given, it is evident that 
most flowers are adapted in an admirable manner for 
cross-fertilisation. Nevertheless, the greater number 
likewise present structures which are manifestly 
adapted, though not in so striking a manner, for self- 
fertilisation. The chief of these is their hermaphrodite 
condition ; that is, their including within the same 
corolla both the male and female reproductive organs. 
These often stand close together and are mature at 
the same time ; so that pollen from the same flower 
cannot fail to be deposited at the proper period on the 
stigma. There are also various details of structure 
adapted for self-fertilisation.} Such structures are 
best shown in those curious cases discovered by H. 
Muller, in which a species exists under two forms, — 
one bearing conspicuous flowers fitted for cross-fertilisa- 
tion, and the other smaller flowers fitted for self-fer- 



(quoted by Gartner, ‘ Ke 

So., p. 574), which are y „ 

in all other respects, likewise seeded,and all these 
show how largely flowers are in- from them were of course pure, 
teremesed by insects. He cas- t ‘ Kenntniss,’ Ac. pp. 555, 576. 
trated many" flowers on thirty- j H. Muller, ‘Die Befruchtung,' 
seven species, belonging to twenty- See. p. 448. 
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tilisation, with many parts in the latter slightly 
modified for this special purpose.* 

As two objects in most respects opposed, namely, 
cross-fertilisation and self-fertilisation, have in many 
cases to be gained, we can understand the co-existence 
in so many flowers of structures which appear at first 
sight unnecessarily complex and of an opposed nature. 
We can thus understand the great contrast in structure 
between cleistogamic flowers, which are adapted exclu- 
sively for self-fertilisation, and ordinary flowers on the 
same plant, which are adapted so as to allow of at least 
occasional cross-fertilisation.t The former are always 
minute, completely closed, with their petals more or 
less rudimentary and never brightly coloured ; they 
never secrete nectar, never are odoriferous, have very 
small anthers which produce only a few grains of pollen, 
and their stigmas are but little developed. Bearing 
in mind that some flowers are cross-fertilised by the 
wind (called anemophilous by Delpino), and others 
by insects (called entomophilous), we can further 
understand, as was pointed out by me several years 
ago,| the great contrast in appearance between these 
two classes of flowers. Anemophilous flowers resemble 
in many respects cleistogamic flowers, but differ widely 
in not being closed, in producing an extraordinary 



* Nature,’ 1873, pp. 44, 433. 
t Fritz Muller has discovered 
In the animal kingdom ( ‘ Jo- 
naische Zcitscbr.’ 11. iv. p. 451) 
a case curiously analogous to that 
of the plants which bear deis- 
togainio and perfect flowers. He 
finds in the nests of Termites, in 
Brazil, males and females with 
imperfect wings, whioh do not 
leave the nests and propagate the 

but only if a fully-developed queen 
after swarming does not enter 



the old nest The fully-deve- 
loped males and females are 
winged, and individuals from dis- 
tinct neets cau hardly fail often 
to intercross. In the act of 

almost infinite numbers hy' a host 
of enemies, so that a queen may 
often fail to enter an old nest ; 
and then the imperfectly deve- 
loped males and females propagate 
and keep np the stock. 
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amount of pollen which is always incoherent, and 
in the stigma often being largely developed or 
plumose. We certainly owe the beauty and odour of 
our flowers and the storage of a large supply of honey 
to the existence of insects. 

On the Relation between the Structure and Conspicuous- 
ness of Flowers, the Visits of Insects, and the Advan- 
tages of Cross-fertilisation. 

It has already been shown that there is no close 
relation between the number of seeds produced by 
flowers when crossed and self-fertilised, and the degree 
to which their offspring are affected by the two pro- 
cesses. I have also given reasons for believing that 
the inefficiency of a plant’s own pollen is in most cases 
an incidental result, or has not been specially acquired 
for the sake of preventing self-fertilisation. On the 
other hand, there can hardly be a doubt that dichogamy, 
which prevails according to Hildebrand* in the greater 
number of species, — that the heterostyled condition of 
certain plants, — and that many mechanical structures 
— have all been acquired so as both to check self- 
fertilisation and to favour cross-fertilisation. The 
means for favouring cross-fertilisation must have been 
acquired before those which prevent self-fertilisation ; 
as it would manifestly be injurious to a plant that 
its stigma should fail to receive its own pollen, 
unless it had already become well adapted for receiv- 
ing pollen from another individual. It should be 
observed that many plants still possess a high power 
of self-fertilisation, although their flowers are excel- 
lently constructed for cross-fertilisation — for instance, 
those of many papilionaceous species. 

• * Die Gffidilechter Vertheilung,' Ac. p. 82. 
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It may be admitted as almost certain that some 
structures, such as a narrow elongated nectary, or a 
long tubular corolla, have been developed in order 
that certain kinds of insects alone should obtain the 
nectar. These insects would thus find a store of nectar 
preserved from the attacks of other insects; and 
they would thus be led to visit frequently such 
flowers and to carry pollen from one to the other.* 
It might perhaps have been expected that plants 
having their flowers thus peculiarly constructed would 
profit in a greater degree by being crossed, than 
ordinary or simple flowers; but this does not seem 
to hold good. Thus Tropeeolum minus has a long 
nectary and an irregular corolla, whilst Limnanthes 
douglasii has a regular flower and no proper nectary, 
yet the crossed seedlings of both species are to the 
self-fertilised in height as 100 to 79. Salvia coecinea 
has an irregular corolla, with a curious apparatus by 
which insects depress the stamens, while the flowers 
of Ipomcea are regular; and the crossed seedlings of 
the former are in height to the self-fertilised as 
100 to 76, whilst those of the Ipomcea are as 100 to 
77. Fagopyrum is heterostyled and Anagallis ccdlina 
is homostyled, and the crossed seedlings of both are 
in height to the self-fertilised as 100 to 69. 

With all European plants, excepting the compara- 
tively rare anemophilous kinds, the possibility of 
distinct individuals intercrossing depends on the 
visits of insects; and H. Muller has proved by his 
valuable observations, that large conspicuous flowers 
are visited much more frequently and by many more 
kinds of insects, than are small inconspicuous flowers. 
He further remarks that the flowers which are rarely 

* Bee the interesting discussion on this subject by H. Muller, 
‘ Die Befruchtuug,’ 4c. p. 481. 
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visited must be capable of self-fertilisation, otherwise 
they would quickly become extinct. • There is, how- 
ever, some liability to error in forming a judgment 
on this head, from the extreme difficulty of ascertain- 
ing whether flowers which are rarely or never visited 
during the day (as in the above given case of Fumaria 
eapredata) are not visited by small nocturnal Lepi- 
doptera, which are so numerous and are known to be 
strongly attracted by sugar, t The two lists given in 
the early part of this chapter support Muller’s con- 
clusion that small and inconspicuous flowers are com- 
pletely self-fertile ; for only eight or nine out of the 
125 species in the two lists come under this head, and 
all of these were proved to be highly fertile when in- 
sects were excluded. The singularly inconspicuous 
flowers of the Fly Ophrys ( 0 . musdfera), as I have 
elsewhere shown, are rarely visited by insects ; and it 
is a strange instance of imperfection, in contradiction 
to the above rule, that these flowers are not self-fertile, 
so that a large proportion of them do not produce seeds. 
The converse of the rule that plants bearing small 
and inconspicuous flowers are self-fertile, namely, that 
plants with large and conspicuous flowers are self- 
sterile, is far from true, as may be seen in our second 
list of spontaneously self-fertile species ; for this list 
includes such species as Ipomcea purpurea, Adonis 
mtivalis, Verbascum thapsus, Pisum sativum, Latliyrus 
odoratus, some species of Papaver and of Nymphiea, 
and others. 

The rarity of the visits of insects to small flowers, 

• 1 Befruchtung,’ he., p. 426. collector of Nocture, come very 
‘Nature,’ 1873, p. 433. freely to sugar, and no doubt 

t In anBwer to a question by naturally visit flowers the • En- 
mc, the editor of an entomological tomologists' Weekly Intelligencer,’ 
journal writes — “ The Depres- 1860, p. 108. 

«ari», as is notorious hi every 

2 c 
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does not depend altogether on their inconspicuousness, 
but likewise on the absence of some sufficient attraction ; 
for the flowers of Trifolium arvenae are extremely 
small, yet are incessantly visited by hive and humble- 
bees, as are the small and dingy flowers of the 
asparagus. The flowers of Linaria cymbalaria are 
small and not very conspicuous, yet at the proper time 
they are freely visited by hive-bees. I may add that, 
according to Mr. Bennett,* there is another and quit!' 
distinct class of plants which cannot be much frequented 
by insects, as they flower either exclusively or often 
during the winter, and these seem adapted for self- 
fertilisation, as they shed their pollen before the flowers 
expand. 

That many flowers have been rendered conspicuous 
for the sake of guiding insects to them is highly 
probable or almost certain ; but it may be asked, have 
other flowers been rendered inconspicuous so that they 
may not be frequently visited, or have they merely 
retained a former and primitive condition ? If a plant 
were much reduced in size, so probably would be the 
flowers through correlated growth, and this may possibly 
account for some cases ; but the corolla, as I have else- 
where shown (‘ Different Forms of Flowers,’ 1877, p. 
143), is also liable to be greatly reduced, through the 
direct action of unfavourable climate. Size and colour 
are both extremely variable characters, and it can 
hardly be doubted that if large and brightly-coloured 
flowers were advantageous to any species, these could be 
acquired through natural selection within a moderate 
lapse of time. Papilionaceous flowers are manifestly 
constructed in relation to the visits of insects, and it 
seems improbable, from the usual character of the 

• ‘ Nature,' 1869, p. 11. 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



Chap.x. inconspicuous flowers. 887 

group, that the progenitors of the genora Yicia and 
Trifolium produced such minute and unattractive 
Cowers as those of V. hirsuta and T. jn-ocumbens. We 
are thus led to infer that some plants either have not 
had their flowers increased in size, or have actually 
had them reduced and purposely rendered incon- 
spicuous, so that they are now but little visited by 
insects. In either case they must also have acquired 
or retained a high degree of self-fertility. 

If it became from any cause advantageous to a spe- 
cies to have its capacity for self-fertilisation increased, 
there is little difficulty in believing that this could 
readily be effected; for three cases of plants varying 
in such a manner as to be more fertile with their own 
pollen than they originally were, occurred in the 
course of my few experiments, namely, with Mimulus, 
Ipoincea, and Nicotiana. Nor is there any reason to 
doubt that many kinds of plants are capable under 
favourable circumstances of propagating themselves 
for very many generations by self-fertilisation. This 
is the case with the varieties of Pisum sativum, and of 
Lathyrus odoratus which are cultivated in England, and 
with Ophrys apifera and some other plants in a state 
of nature. Nevertheless, most or all of these plants 
retain structures in an efficient state which cannot be 
of the least use except for cross-fertilisation. We have 
also seen reason to suspect that self-fertilisation is in 
some peculiar manner beneficial to certain plants; 
but if this be really the ease, the benefit thus derived 
is far more than counterbalanced by a cross with a 
fresh stock or with a slightly different variety. 

I Notwithstanding the several considerations just 
advanced, it seems to me highly improbable that 
■plants bearing small and inconspicuous flowers have 
been or should continue to be subjected to self- 
2 o 2 
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fertilisation for a long series of generations. I think 
so, not from the evil which manifestly follows from 
self-fertilisation, in many cases even in the first gene- 
ration, as with Viola tricolor, Sarothamnus, Nemo- 
phila. Cyclamen, &c. ; nor from the probability of the- 
evil increasing after several generations, for on this 
latter head I have not sufficient evidence, owing to the 
manner in which my experiments were conducted. But 
if plants bearing small and inconspicuous flowers were 
not occasionally intercrossed, and did not profit by the 
process, all their flowers would probably have been 
rendered cleistogamic, as they would thus have largely 
benefited by having to produce only a small quantity 
of safely-protected pollen. In coming to this con- 
clusion, I have been guided by the frequency with 
which plants belonging to distinct orders have been 
rendered cleistogamic. But I can hear of no instance 
of a species with all its flowers rendered permanently 
cleistogamic. Leersia makes the nearest approach to 
this state ; but as already stated, it has been known 
to produce perfect flowers in one part of Germany. 
Some other plants of the cleistogamic class, for instance 
Aspicarpa, have failed to produce perfect flowers during 
several years in a hothouse ; but it does not follow that 
they would fail to do so in their native country, any 
more than witha Yandellia and Viola, which with mepro- 
duced only cleistogamic flowers during certain years.* 
Wants belonging to this class commonly bear both 
kinds of flowers every season, and the perfect flowers 
of Viola canina vield fine capsules, but only when 
visited by bees. We have also seen that the seedlings 
of Ononis minutissiina, raised from the perfect flowers 
fertilised with pollen from another plant, were finer 

* These coses are given in eh. viii. of my ‘ Different Forms of Flowers.' 
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than those from self-fertilised flowers; and this was 
likewise the case to a certain extent with Vandellia. 
As therefore no species which at one time bore perfect 
though small and inconspicuous flowers has had all its 
flowers rendered cleistogamic, I must believe that 
plants now bearing small and inconspicuous flowers 
profit by their still remaining open, so as to be occa- 
sionally intercrossed by insects. It has been one of 
the greatest oversights in my work that I did not 
experimentise on such flowers, owing to the difficulty 
of fertilising them, and to my not having seen the 
importance of the subject* 

It should be remembered that in two of the cases in 
which highly self-fertile varieties appeared amongst 
my experimental plants, namely, with Mimulus and 
Nicotiana, such varieties were greatly benefited by a 
cross with a fresh stock or with a slightly different 
variety; and this likewise was the case with the 
cultivated varieties of Pisurn sativum and Lathyrus 
odoratus, which have been long propagated by self- 
fertilisation. Therefore until the contrary is distinctly 
proved, I must believe that as a general rule small and 
inconspicuous flowers are occasionally intercrossed by 
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if they are crossed with pollen brought from a plant 
growing under somewhat different conditions, or 
descended from one thus growing, their offspring 
would profit greatly. It cannot be admitted, under 
our present state of knowledge, that self-fertilisation 
continued during many successive generations is ever 
the most beneficial method of reproduction. 

The Means which favour or ensure Flowers being fer- 
tilised with Pollen from a distinct Plant. — We have seen 
in four cases that seedlings raised from a cross between 
flowers on the same plant, even on plants appearing 
distinct from having been propagated by stolons or cut- 
tings, wero not superior to seedlings from self-fertilised 
flowors; and in a fifth case (Digitalis) superior only 
in a slight degree. Therefore we might expect that 
with plants growing in a state of nature a cross between 
the flowers on distinct individuals, and not merely 
between the flowers on the same plant, would generally 
or often be effected by some means. The fact of bees 
and of some Diptera visiting the flowers of tho same 
species as long as they can, instead of promiscuously 
visiting various species, favours the intercrossing of 
distinct plants. On the other hand, insects usually 
search a large number of flowers on the same plant 
before they fly to another, and this is opposed to cross- 
fertilisation. The extraordinary number of flowers 
which bees are able to search within a very short space 
of time, as will be shown in a future chapter, increases 
the chance of cross-fertilisation; as does tho fact 
that they are not able to perceive without entering a 
flower whether other bees have exhausted the nectar. 
For instance, H. Muller found* that four-fifths of the 



* ‘Die BefrueliUing,’ &o. p. 311. 
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E flowers of Lamiuni album which a humble-bee visited 

j had been already exhausted of their nectar. In order 
I that distinct plants should be intercrossed, it is of course 
V indispensable that two or more individuals should grow 
| near one another ; and this is generally the case. Thus 
■ A. de Candolle remarks that in ascending a mountain 
I the individuals of the same species do not commonly 
I disappear near its upper limit quite gradually, but 
rather abruptly. This fact can hardly be explained 
by the nature of the conditions, as these graduate away 
in an insensible manner, and it probably depends in 
large part on vigorous seedlings being produced only 
j as high up the mountain as many individuals can 
I subsist together. 

With respect to dioecious plants, distinct individuals 
must always fertilise each other. With monoecious 
plants, as pollen has to be carried from flower to flower, 
i there will always be a good chance of its being carried 
from plant to plant. Delpino has also observed * the 
| curious fact that certain individuals of the monoecious 
walnut ( Juglans regia) are proterandrous, and others 
| proterogynous, and these will reciprocally fertilise each 
I other. So it is with the common nut (Corylus avellana ),f 
and, what is more surprising, with some few her- 
[* maphrodite plants, as observed by H. Muller.} These 
latter plants cannot fail to act on each other like 
I dimorphic or trimorphic heterostyled species, in which 
the union of two individuals is necessary for full 
and normal fertility. With ordinary hermaphrodite 
species, the expansion of only a few flowers at the same 
time is one of the simplest means for favouring the 
I intercrossing of distinct individuals; but this would 



• ‘Ult. OssorvMHoni.' Sec., part { ‘Dio Befruchtimff,’ Ao. pp. 
ti. fa*o. li. p. 337. 283,339. 

t ‘Nature,’ 1875, p. 26. 
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object that the Australian Villartia pamassifolia pro- 
duces daily only a single flower. Mr. Cheeseman also 
remarks,! that as certain Orchids in New Zealand 
which require insect-aid for their fertilisation bear only 
a single flower, distinct plants cannot fail to intercross. 
So it is with the American species of Drosera,! and, as 
I hear from Professor Caspary, with water-lilies. 

Dichogamy, which prerails so extensively throughout 
the vegetable kingdom, much increases the chance of 
distinct individuals intercrossing. With proterandrous 
species, which are far more common than pro- 
terogynous, the young flowers are exclusively male 
in function, and the older ones exclusively female; 
and as bees habitually alight low down on the spikes 
of flowers in order to crawl upwards, they get dusted 
with pollen from the upper flowers, which they carry 
to the stigmas of the lower and older flowers on 
the next spike which they visit. The degree to which 
distinct plants will thus bo intercrossed depends on 
the number of spikes in full flower at the same time 
on the same plant. With proterogynous flowers and 
with depending racemes, the manner in which insects 
visit the flowers ought to be reversed in order that 
distinct plants should be intercrossed. But this whole 
subject requires further investigation, as the great 
importance of crosses between distinct individuals^ 
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In some few cases tlie special movements of certain 
organs almost ensure pollen being carried from plant 
to plant. Thus with many orchids, the pollen-masses 
after becoming attached to the head or proboscis of an 
insect do not move into the proper position for striking 
the stigma, until ample time has elapsed for the insect 
to fly to another plant. With Spiranthes autumnalis, 
the pollen-masses cannot be applied to the stigma until 
the labellum. and rostellum have moved apart, and 
this movement is very slow.* With Posoqueria fra - 
grans (one of the llubiacere) the same end is gained by 
the movement of a specially constructed stamen, as 
described by Fritz Muller. 

We now come to a far more general and therefore 
more important means by which the mutual fertilisation 
of distinct plants is effected, namely, the fertilising 
power of pollen from another variety or individual 
being greater than that of a plant’s own pollen. The 
simplest and best known case of prepotent action 
in pollen, though it does not bear directly on our 
present subject, is that of a plant’s own pollen over that 
from a distinct species. If pollen from a distinct species 
be placed on the stigma of a castrated flower, and then 
after the interval of several hours, pollen from the same 
species be placed on the stigma, the effects of the 
former are wholly obliterated, excepting in some rare 
cases. If two varieties are treated in the same manner, 
the result is analogous, though of a directly opposite 
nature ; for pollen from any other variety is often or 
generally prepotent over that from the same flower. I 
will give some instances : the pollen of Mimulus luteus 
regularly falls on the stigma of its own flower, for the 



* ‘The Various Contrivances Orchids are fertilised.’ 1st edit 
by which British and Foreign p. 128. Second edit. 1877, p. 110. 
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plant is highly fertile when insects are excluded. Now 
several flowers on a remarkably constant whitish variety 
were fertilised without being castrated with pollen from 
a yellowish variety ; and of the twenty-eight seedlings 
thus raised, every one bore yellowish flowers, so that 
the pollen of the yellow variety completely overwhelmed 
that of the mother-plant. Again, lberi» umbellata is 
spontaneously self-fertile, and I saw an abundance of 
pollen from their own flowers on the stigmas ; neverthe- 
less, of thirty seedlings raised from non-castrated flowers 
of a crimson variety crossed with pollen from a pink 
variety, twenty-four bore pink flowers, like those of the 
male or pollen-bearing parent. 

In these two cases flowers were fertilised with pollen 
from a distinct variety, and this was shown to be 
prepotent by the character of the offspring. Nearly 
similar results often follow when two or more self-fertile 
varieties are allowed to grow near one another and are 
visited by insects. The common cabbage produces a 
large number of flowers on the same stalk, and when 
insects are excluded these set many capsules, moderately 
rich in seeds. I planted a white Kohl-rabi, a purple 
Kohl-rabi, a Portsmouth broccoli, a Brussels sprout, 
and a Sugar-loaf cabbage near together and left them 
uncovered. Seeds collected from each kind were sown 
in separate beds ; and the majority of the seedlings in 
all five beds were mongrelised in the most complicated 
manner, some taking more after one variety, and some 
after another. The effects of the Kohl-rabi were 
particularly plain in the enlarged stems of many of the 
seedlings. Altogether 233 plants were raised, of which 
155 were mongrelised in the plainest manner, and of 
the remaining 78 not half were absolutely pure. I 
repeated the experiment by planting near together 
two varieties of cabbage with purple-green and white- 
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green lacinmted leaves; and of the 325 seedlings 
raised from the purple-green variety, 165 had white- 
green and 160 purple-green leaves. Of the 466 seed- 
lings raised from the white-green variety, 220 had 
purple-green and 246 white-green leaves. These cases 
show how largely pollen from a neighbouring variety 
of the cabbage effaces the action of the plant’s own 
pollen. We should bear in mind that pollen must be 
carried by the bees from flower to flower on the same 
large branching stem much more abundantly than 
from plant to plant ; and in the case of plants the 
flowers of which are in some degree dichogamous, 
those on the same stem would be of different ages, and 
would thus be as ready for mutual fertilisation as the 
flowers on distinct plants, were it not for the prepotency 
it pollen from another variety.* 

Several varieties of the radish ( Baphanus sativus), 
which is moderately self-fertile when insects are ex- 
cluded, were in flower at the same time in my garden. 
Seed was collected from one of them, and out of twenty- 
two seedlings thus raised only twelve were true to their 
kiud.f 

, The onion produces a large number of flowers, all 
crowded together into a large globular head, each 
flower having six stamens ; so that the stigmas receive 
plenty of pollen from their own and the adjoining 
anthers. Consequently the plant is fairly self-fertile 
when protected from insects. A blood-red, silver, 
globe and Spanish onion were planted near together ; 

* A writer in the ‘ Gardeners’ ling was true to its kind, and 
Chronicle’ IS55, p. 7S0) says several closely resembled rape, 
that he planted a lied of turnip* t Duhamel, as quoted by God- 
(. Brmim rapa ) und of rape (R ron, ‘ Do l’Especo,’ tom. i. p. 50, 
ii<q.us) close together, and sowed makes an analogous statement 
the seeds of the former. Tho with respect to this plant 
insult was that scarcely ono sced- 
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and seedlings were raised from each kind in four 
separate beds. In all the beds mongrels of various 
kinds were numerous, except amongst the ten seedlings 
from the blood-red onion, which included only two. 
Altogether forty-six seedlings were raised, of which 
thirty-one had been plainly crossed. 

A similar result is known to follow with the varieties 
of many other plants, if allowed to flower near together : 
I refer here only to species which are capable of 
fertilising themselves, for if this be not the case, they 
would of course be liable to be crossed by any other 
variety growing near. Horticulturists do not commonly 
distinguish between the effects of variability and inter- 
crossing ; but I have collected evidence on the natural 
crossing of varieties of the tulip, hyacinth, anemone, 
ranunculus, strawberry, Leptosiphm androsaceus, orange, 
rhododendron and rhubarb, all of which plants I believe 
to be self-fertile.* Much other indirect evidence could 
be given with respect to the extent to which varieties 
of the same species spontaneously intercross. 

Gardeners who raise seed for sale are compelled by 
dearly bought experience to take extraordinary pre- 
cautions against intercrossing. Thus Messrs. Sharp 



* With respect to tulips and 
some other flowers, see Godron, 
• Do l'Espfcce,’ tom. i. p. 252. For 
anemones, • Card. Cliron. - 1859, 
p. 98. For strawberries, see Her- 
bert in 1 Transact, of Hort. Soc.* 
vol. iv. p. 17. The S»m« observes 
elsewhere t — ' * 



where speaks of the sponta- 
is crossing of rhododendrons. 
Gallesio makes the same state- 
ment with respect to oranges. I 
have myself known extensive 



whieli gen.-ra the species intercross 
largely. With respect to Mahonia, 
it is now scarcely possible to pro- 
this oountry pure spici- 



rhubarb. FnrLeptosipbon, Verlot 
* Des Vnrie'tes,* 1885, p. 20. I have 
not included in my list the Car- 
nation, Nemophila, or Antir- 
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“ have land engaged in the growth of seed in no less 
than eight parishes.” The mere fact of a vast number 
of plants belonging to the same variety growing 
together is a considerable protection, as the chances 
are strong in favour of plants of the same variety inter- 
crossing ; and it is in chief part owing to this circum- 
stance, that certain villages have become famous for 
pure seed of particular varieties* Only two trials 
were made by me to ascertain after how long an interval 
of time, pollen from a distinct variety would obliterate 
more or less completely the action of a plant’s own 
pollen. The stigmas in two lately expanded flowers on 
a variety of cabbage, called Ragged Jack, were well 
covered with pollen from the same plant. After an 
interval of twenty-three hours, pollen from the Early 
Barnes Cabbage growing at a distance was placed on 
both stigmas; and as the plant was left uncovered, 
pollen from other flowers on the Ragged Jack would 
certainly have been left by the bees during the next 
two or three days on the same two stigmas. Under 
these circumstances it seemed very unlikely that the 
pollen of the Barnes cabbage would produce any effect ; 
but three out of the fifteen plants raised from the two 
capsules thus produced were plainly mongrelised : and 
I have no doubt that the twelve other plants were 
affected, for they grew much more vigorously than the 
self-fertilised seedlings from the Ragged Jack planted 
at the same time and under the same conditions. 
Secondly, I placed on several stigmas of a long-styled 
cowslip ( Primula vent) plenty of pollen from the samo 
plant, and after twenty-four hours added some from a 
short-styled dark-red Polyanthus, which is a variety of 



* With respect to Messrs. Sharp, p.823. Lindley’s ‘ Theory of Hor- 

ses 1 Gardeners’ Chronicle,' 1856, ticulture,’ p. 319. 
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the cowslip. From the flowers thus treated thirty 
seedlings were raised, and all these without exception 
bore reddish flowers ; so that the effect of the plant’s 
own pollen, though placed on the stigmas twenty- 
four hours previously, was quite destroyed by that of 
the red variety. It should, however, be observed that 
these plants are heterostyled, and that the second union 
wns a legitimate one, whilst the first was illegitimate ; 
but flowers illegitimately fertilised with their own pollen 
yield a moderately fair supply of seeds. 

We have hitherto considered only the prepotent 
fertilising power of pollen from a distinct variety over 
a plant’s own pollen, — both kinds of pollen being 
placed on the same stigma. It is a much more re- 
markable fact that pollen from another individual of 
the same variety is prepotent over a plant’s own pollen, 
as shown by the superiority of the seedlings raised 
from a cross of this kind over seedlings from self- 
fertilised flowers. Thus in Tables A, B, and C, there 
are at least fifteen species which are self-fertile when 
insects are excluded ; and this implies that their stigmas 
must receive their own pollen ; nevertheless, most of 
the seedlings which were raised by fertilising the non- 
castrated flowers of these fifteen species with pollen 
from another plant were greatly superior, in height, 
weight, and fertility, to the self-fertilised offspring.* 
For instance, with Ipomeea purpurea every single inter- 
crossed plant exceeded in height its self-fertilised 
opponent until the sixth generation ; and so it was 
with Mimulus luteus until the fourth generation. Out 
of six pairs of crossed and self-fertilised cabbages, every 

• These fifteen species consist of Iptmaa purpurea, lUimulut luleut, 
Braesim oleraeea, Benda odorala Calceolaria, Verbaecum thnjmu, 
and lulea, Limnantttee douglari’, Van dellia nummulari/olia, Lae- 
Papaver vayum, Vi re aria oeulata, tuca rativa, and Zea mays, 

Bela vulyarie, Lupinue lutem, 
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one of the former was much heavier than the latter 
With Papaver vagum, out of fifteen pairs, all but 
two of the crossed plants were taller than their self- 
fertilised opponents. Of eight pairs of Lujrinut luteus, 
all but two of the crossed were taller ; of eight pairs 
of Beta vulgaris all but one ; and of fifteen pairs of Zea 
mays all but two were taller. Of fifteen pairs of Lim- 
nantlies douglasii, and of seven pairs of Lactuea saliva, 
every single crossed plant was taller than its self-fer- 
tilised opponent. It should also be observed that in 
these experiments no particular care was taken to cross- 
fertilise the flowers immediately after their expansion ; 
it is therefore almost certain that in many of these 
cases some pollen from the same flower will have 
already fallen on and acted on the stigma. 

There can hardly be a doubt that several other 
species of which the crossed seedlings are more 
vigorous than the self-fertilised, as shown in Tables A, 
B, and C, besides the above fifteen, must have received 
their own pollen and that from another plant at nearly 
the same time ; and if so, the same remarks as those 
just given are applicable to them. Scarcely any result 
from my experiments has surprised me so much as this 
of the prepotency of pollen from a distinct individual 
over each plant’s own pollen, as proved by the greater 
constitutional vigour of the crossed seedlings. The 
evidence of prepotency is here deduced from the com- 
parative growth of the two lots of seedlings ; but we 
have similar evidence in many cases from the much 
greater fertility of the non-castrated flowers on the 
mother-plant, when these received at the same time their 
own pollen and that from a distinct plant, in comparison 
with the flowers which received only their own pollen. 

From the various facts now given on the spontaneous 
intercrossing of varieties growing near together, and on 
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the effects of cross-fertilising flowers which are self- 
fertile and have not been castrated, we may conclude 
that pollen brought by insects or by the wind from 
a distinct plant will generally prevent the action of 
pollen from the same flower, even though it may have 
been applied some time before; and thus the inter- 
crossing of plants in a state of nature will be greatly 
favoured or ensured. 

The case of a great tree covered with innumerable 
hermaphrodite flowers seems at first sight strongly 
opposed to the belief in the frequency of intercrosses 
between distinct individuals. The flowers which grow 
on the opposite sides of such a tree will have been 
exposed to somewhat different conditions, and a cross 
between them may perhaps be in some degree beneficial; 
but it is not probable that it would be nearly so bene- 
ficial as a cross between flowers on distinct trees, as we 
may infer from the inefficiency of pollen taken from 
plants which have been propagated from the same 
stock, though growing on separate roots. The number 
of bees which frequent certain kinds of trees when in 
full flower is very great, and they may be seen flying 
from tree to tree more frequently than might have 
been expected. Nevertheless, if we consider how 
numerous are the flowers on a great tree, an incom- 
parably larger number must be fertilised by pollen 
brought from other flowers on the same tree, than from 
flowers on a distinct tree. But we should bear in mind 
that with many species only a few flowers on the same 
peduncle produce a seed; and that these seeds are 
often the product of only one out of several ovules 
within the same ovarium. Now we know from the 
experiments of Herbert and others* that if one flower 

• ‘Variation under Domestication,' eh. xvii. 2nd edit. vol. ii. p. 120. 
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is fertilised with pollen which is more efficient than 
that applied to the other flowers on the same peduncle, 
the latter often drop off ; and it is probable that this 
would occur with many of the self-fertilised flowers 
on a large tree, if other and adjoining flowers were 
cross-fertilised. Of the flowers annually produced 
by a great tree, it is almost certain that a large 
number would be self-fertilised; and if we assume 
that the tree produced only 500 flowers, and that this 
number of seeds were requisite to keep up the stock, 
so that at least one seedling should hereafter struggle 
to maturity, then a large proportion of the seedlings 
would necessarily be derived from self-fertilised seeds. 
But if the tree annually produced 50,000 flowers, of 
which the self-fertilised dropped off without yielding 
seeds, then the cross-fertilised flowers might yield 
seeds in sufficient number to keep up the stock, and 
most of the seedlings would be vigorous from being 
the product of a cross between distinct individuals. 
In this manner the production of a vast number of 
flowers, besides serving to entice numerous insects and 
to compensate for the accidental destruction of many 
flowers by spring-frosts or otherwise, would be a very 
great advantage to the species ; and when we behold 
our orchard-trees covered with a white sheet of bloom 
in the spring, we should not falsely accuse nature of 
wasteful expenditure, though comparatively little fruit 
is produced in the autumn. 

Anemophilous Plants. — The nature and relations of 
plants which are fertilised by the wind have been 
•dmirnbly discussed by Delpino* and H. Muller ; and 

• Delpino, ‘ Ult. Osservezioni nnggio onemofilo,' Ac. 1871. H. 
•alia Dicogumia,’ part ii. fas©. L Muller, l I>io Befruchtung,’ &c. 
1870 ; and * Studi sopra un Lig- pp. 412, 442. Both these authors 
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I have already made some remarks on the structure of 
their flowers in contrast with those of entomophilous 
species. There is good reason to believe that the first 
plants which appeared on this earth were cryptogamic ; 
and judging from what now occurs, the male fertilising 
element must either have possessed the power of spon- 
taneous movement through the water or over damp 
surfaces, or have been carried by currents of water to 
the female organs. That some of the most ancient 
plants, such as ferns, possessed true sexual organs there 
can hardly be a doubt ; and this shows, as Hildebrand 
remarks,* at how early a period the sexes were separated. 
As soon as plants became phanerogamic and grew on 
the dry ground, if they were ever to intercross, it would 
be indispensable that the male fertilising element 
should be transported by some means through the 
air ; and the wind is the simplest means of transport. 
There must also have been a period when winged 
insects did not exist, and plants would not then have been 
rendered entomophilous. Even at a somewhat later 
period the more specialised orders of the Hymenoptera, 
Lepidoptera, and Diptera, which are now chiefly con- 
cerned with the transport of pollen, did not exist 
Therefore the earliest terrestrial plants known to us, 
namely, the Conifer® and Cycade®, no doubt were ane- 
mophilous, like the existing species of these same 
groups. A vestige of this early state of things is 
likewise shown by some other groups of plants which 
are anemophilous, as these on the whole stand lower 
in the scale than entomophilous species. 

remark that plants must have came nectariferous and gradually 
bccu anemophilous before they acquired their present structure 
were entomophilous. H. Muller through successive beneficial 
further discusses in a very in- changes. 

tcresting manner the steps by * ‘ Die Gcschlechter-Vertlieil- 
wkich entomophilous flowers be- ung,’ 1867, pp. 84-UO. 
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There is no great difficulty in understanding how an 
anemophilous plant might have been rendered entomo- 
philous. Pollen is a nutritious substance, and would 
soon have been discovered and devoured by insects ; 
and if any adhered to their bodies it would have been 
carried from the anthers to the stigma of the same 
flower, or from one flower to another. One of the chief 
characteristics of the pollen of anemophilous plants 
is its incoherence ; but pollen in this state can adhere 
to the hairy bodies of insects, as we see with some 
Leguminoste, Ericacecc, and Melastomace®. We have, 
however, better evidence of the possibility of a tran- 
sition of the above kind in certain plants being now 
fertilised partly by the wind and partly by insects. 
The common rhubarb (Rheum rhaponticum ) is so far 
in an intermediate condition, that I have seen many 
Dipteru sucking the flowers, with much pollen adhering 
to their bodies; and yet the pollen is so incoherent, 
that clouds of it are emitted if the plant be gently 
shaken on a sunny day, some of which could hardly 
fail to fall on the large stigmas of the neighbouring 
flowers. According to Delpino and H. Muller, * some 
species of Plantago are in a similar intermediate 
condition. 

Although it is probable that pollen was aboriginally 
the sole attraction to insects, and although many 
plants now exist whose flowers are frequented exclu- 
sively by pollen-devouring insects, yet the great 
majority secrete nectar as the chief attraction. Many 
years ago I suggested that primarily the saccharine 
matter in nectar was excreted f as a waste product of 
chemical changes in the sap ; and that when the ex- 



• DieBefruohtung,’&o. p.342. excretion, as stated by Martinet 
t Nectar was regarded by in • A nnal. des Sc. Nat.’ 1872, tom. 
De Candolle and Dunal as an xir. p. 211. 

2 d 2 
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cretion happened to occur within the envelopes of a 
flower, it was utilised for the important object of 
cross-fertilisation, being subsequently much increased 
in quantity and stored in various ways. This view 
is rendered probable by the leaves of some trees ex- 
creting, under certain climatic conditions, without the 
aid of special glands, a saccharine fluid, often called 
honey-dew. This is the case with the leaves of the 
lime; for although some authors have disputed the 
fact, a most capable judge, Dr. Maxwell Masters, 
informs me that, after having heard the discussions on 
this subject before the Horticultural Society, he feels 
no doubt on this head. Prof. H. Hoffmann has lately 
(1876) described the case of the leaves of a young 
camellia secreting profusely, without the possibility of 
the intervention of aphides. The leaves, as well as 
the cut stems, of the manna ash ( Fraxinus omus) 
secrete in a like manner saccharine matter.* According 
to Treviranus, so do the upper surfaces of the leaves 
of Garduus ardioides during hot weather. Many ana- 
logous facts could be given.! There are, however, 
a considerable number of plants which bear small 
glands | on their leaves, petioles, phyllodia, stipules, 
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bracteic, or flower peduncles, or on the outside of their 
calyx, and these glands secrete minute drops of a sweet 
fluid, which is eagerly sought by sugar-loving insects, 
such as ants, hive-bees, and wasps. In the case of 
the glands on the stipules of Vida saliva, the excre- 
tion manifestly depends on changes in the sap, con- 
sequent on the sun shining brightly ; for I repeatedly 
observed that as soon as the sun was hidden behind 
clouds the secretion ceased, and the hive-bees left the 
field ; but as soon’ as the sun broke out again, they 
returned to their feast.* I have observed an analogous 
fact with the secretion of true nectar in the flowers of 
Lobelia erinus. 

Delpino, however, maintains that the power of 
secreting a sweet fluid by any extra-floral organ has 
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Francis has discovered, the large glands at the bases 
of the fronds, but only whilst young, excrete much 
sweetish fluid, which is eagerly sought by innumerable 
ants, chiefly belonging to Myrmica; and these ants 
certainly do not here serve as a protection against any 
enemy. In S. Brazil, however, ants attracted by the 
secretion to this plant, defend it, according to Fritz 
Muller,* against other leaf-devouring and highly de- 
structive ants; so that, if this fern originated in tropical 
S. America, the capacity of secretion may have been 
acquired for this special purpose. Delpino argues 
that sugar-secreting glands ought never to be con- 
sidered as merely excretory, because if they were so, 
they would be present in every species ; but I cannot 
see much force in this argument, as the leaves of some 
plants excrete sugar only during certain states of the 
weather. That in some cases the secretion serves to 
attract insects as defenders of the plant, and may have 
been developed to a high degree for this special 
purpose, I have not the least doubt, from the observa- 
tions of Delpino, and more especially from those of 
Mr. Belt on Acacia spluerocephala, and on passion- 
flowers. This acacia likewise produces, as an additional 
attraction to ants, small bodies containing much oil 
and protoplasm, and analogous bodies are developed 
by a Cecropia for the same purpose, as described by 
Fritz Muller.t 

The excretion of a sweet fluid by glands seated 



• See a letter in ‘Nature,’ June Acacia. With respect to the Ce- 

1877, p. 100, by my son Francis, cropia, see ‘Nature,’ 1878, p. 304. 

with interesting extracts from a My son Francis has describe! the 

letter by Frit* Miller. microscopical structure and deve- 

t Mr. Belt has given a most lopment of these wonderful food- 

interesting acoount ‘The Natu- bodies in a pa|H-r rend before the 

ralist in Nicaragua,’ 1874, p. 218) Lirmean Society. Bot. vol. XT. 

of the paramount importance of p. 398. 
ants as defenders of the above 
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outside of a flower is rarely utilised as a means for 
cross-fertilisation by the aid of insects ; but this is the 
case with several species of Euphorbia and with the 
bracteae of the Marcgraviace®, as the late Dr. Criiger 
informed me from actual observation in the West 
Indies, and as Delpino inferred with much acuteness 
from the relative position of the several parts of their 
flowers.* Mr. Farrer has also shown t that the flowers 
of Coronilla are curiously modified, so that bees may 
fertilise them whilst sucking the fluid secreted from 
the outside of the calyx. With one of Malpighiaceae, 
bees gnaw the glands on the calyx, and in doing so 
get their abdomens dusted with pollen, which they 
carry to other flowers4 It further appears probable 
from the observations of Rev. W. A. Leighton, that the 
fluid so abundantly secreted by glands on the phyllodia 
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(Typha) was 144 grains. Bucketfuls of pollen, chiefly 
of Conifer® and Graminese, have been swept off the 
decks of vessels near the North American shore; 
and Mr. Riley has seen the ground near St Louis, 
in Missouri, covered with pollen, as if sprinkled with 
sulphur; and there was good reason to believe that 
this had been transported from the pine-forests at 
least 400 miles to the south. Kemer has seen the 
snow-fields on the higher Alps similarly dusted ; and 
Mr. Blackley found numerous pollen-grains, in one 
instance 1200, adhering to sticky slides, which were 
sent up to a height of from 500 to 1000 feet by means 
of a kite, and then uncovered by a special mechanism. 
It is remarkable that in these experiments there 
were on an average nineteen times as many pollen- 
grains in the atmosphere at the higher than at the 
lower levels.* Considering these facts, it is not so 
surprising as it at first appears that all, or nearly all 
the stigmas of anemophilous plants should receive 
pollen brought to them by mere chance by the wind. 
During the early part of summer every object is thus 
dusted with pollen; for instance, I examined for 
another purpose the labella of a large number of 
flowers of the Fly Ophrys (which is rarely visited by 
insects), and found on all very many pollen-grains of 
other plants, which had been caught by their velvety 
surfaces. 

The extraordinary quantity and lightness of the 




In the ‘North American Journal so covered with pollen, that "the 
of Science,’ Jan. 1842, there is an water no longer appeared blue. 



account of the pollen swept off 
the decks of a vessel. Kiley, 
‘Fifth Beport on the Noxious 
Insects of Missouri,’ 1878, p. 86. 
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pollen of anemophilous plants are no doubt both 
necessary, as their pollen has generally to be carried 

I to the stigmas of other and often distant flowers ; for, 
as we shall soon see, most anemophilous plants have 
their sexes separated. The fertilisation of these plants 
is generally aided by the stigmas being of large 
! size or plumose; and in the case of the Conifene, 
by the naked ovules secreting a drop of fluid, as 
shown by Delpino. Although the number of ane- 
E mophilous species is small, as the author just quoted 
remarks, the number of individuals is large in com- 
parison with that of entomophilous species. This 
holds good especially in cold and temperate regions, 
where insects are not so numerous as under a warmer 
climate, and where consequently entomophilous plants 
are less favourably situated. We see this in our 
forests of Conifers) and other trees, such as oaks, 
beeches, birches, ashes, &c. ; and in the Gramme®, 
} Cyperacete, and Juncaceae, which clothe our meadows 
and swamps ; all these trees and plants being fertilised 
by the wind. As a large quantity of pollen is wasted 
i by anemophilous plants, it is surprising that so many 
vigorous species of this kind abounding with individuals 
should still exist in any part of the world ; for if they 
had been rendered entomophilous, their pollen would 
have been transported by the aid of the senses and 
I appetites of insects with incomparably greater safety 

I than by the wind. That such a conversion is possible 

| can hardly be doubted, from the remarks lately made 
I on the existence of intermediate forms; and apparently 
K it has been effected in the group of willows, as we may 
I infer from the nature of their nearest allies.* 

It seems at first sight a still more surprising fact 

* H. Muller, ‘Die Bcfruchtung,' Jtc. p. 149. 
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that plants, after having been once rendered entomo* 
philous, should ever again have become anemophilous ; 
but this has occasionally though rarely occurred, for 
instance, with the common Polerium aanguisorba, as may 
be inferred from its belonging to the Rosaceas. Such 
cases are, however, intelligible, as almost all plants 
require to be occasionally intercrossed; and if any 
entomophilous species ceased altogether to be visited 
by insects, it would probably perish unless it were 
rendered anemophilous, or acquired a full capacity for 
self-fertilisation ; but in this latter case we may 
suspect that it would be apt to suffer from the long- 
continued want of cross-fertilisation. A plant would 
be neglected by insects if nectar failed to be secreted, 
unless indeed a large supply of attractive pollen was pre- 
sent ; and from what we have seen of the excretion of 
saccharine fluid from leaves and glands being largely 
governed in several cases by climatic influences, and 
from some few flowers which do not now secrete nec- 
tar still retaining coloured guiding-marks, the failure 
of the secretion cannot be considered as a very im- 
probable event. The same result would follow to a 
certainty, if winged insects ceased to exist in any 
district, or became very rare. Now there is only 
a single plant in the great order of the Cruciferte, 
namely, Pringlea, which is anemophilous, and this 
plant is an inhabitant of Kerguelen Land,* where 
there are hardly any winged insects, owing probably, 
as was suggested by mo in the case of Madeira, 
to the risk which they run of being blown out to sea 
and destroyed. 

A remarkable fact with respect to anemophilous 
plants is that they are often diclinous, that is, they are 



* The Rev. A. E. Eaton in ‘ Proc. Royal Soc.’ voL xxiii. 1875, p. 851. 
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either moncBcious with their sexes separated on the 
same plant, or dioecious with their sexes on distinct 
plants. In the class Moncecia of Linmeus, Delpino 
shows* that the species of twenty-eight genera are 
anemophilous, and of seventeen genera entomophilous. 
In the class Dicecia, the species of ten genera are 
anemophilous and of nineteen entomophilous. The 
larger proportion of entomophilous genera in this 
latter class is probably the indirect result of insects 
having the power of carrying pollen to another and 
sometimes distant plant much more securely than the 
wind. In the above two classes taken together there 
are thirty-eight anemophilous and thirty-six ento- 
mophilous gonera; whereas in the great mass of 
hermaphrodite plants the proportion of anemophilous 
to entomophilous genera is extremely small. The 
cause of this remarkable difference may be attributed 
to anemophilous plants having retained in a greater 
degree than the entomophilous a primordial condi- 
tion, in which the sexes were separated and their 
mutual fertilisation effected by means of the wind. 
That the earliest and lowest members of the vegetable 
kingdom had their sexes separated, as is still the case 
to a large extent, is the opinion of a high authority, 
Nageli.f It is indeed difficult to avoid this con- 
clusion, if we admit the view, which seems highly 
probable, that the conjugation of the Algae and of 
some of the simplest animals is the first step towards 
sexual reproduction ; and if we further bear in mind 
that a greater and greater degree of differentiation 
between the cells which conjugate can be traced, 
thus leading apparently to the development of the 



• * Studi sopra nn Lignaggio t ‘ Entstohnng and Begriff der 
onemofilo dclle Composite,' 1871. naturtiUt. Art,’ 1865, p. 22. 
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two sexual forms.* We hare also seen that as 
plants became affixed to the ground and were more 
highly developed so as to be rendered phanerogamic, 1 
they would be compelled to be anemophilous in 
order to intercross. Therefore all plants which have 
not since been greatly modified, would tend still to I 
be both diclinous and anemophilous; and we can 
thus understand the connexion between these two 
states, although they appear at first sight quite dis- ! 
connected. If this view is correct, plants must have 
been rendered hermaphrodites at a later though still 
very early period, and entomophilous at a yet later 
period, namely, after the development of winged insects. 

So that the relationship between hermaphroditism and 
fertilisation by means of insects is likewise to a certain 1 
extent intelligible. 

Why the descendants of plants which were originally 1 
dioecious, and which therefore profited by always inter- I 
crossing with another individual, should have been 1 
converted into hermaphrodites, may perhaps be ex- 
plained by the risk which they ran, especially as long as j 
they were anemophilous, of not being always fertilised, I 
and consequently of not leaving offspring. This latter 
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evil, the greatest of all to any organism, would have 
been much lessened by their becoming hermaphrodites, 
though with the contingent disadvantage of frequent 
self-fertilisation. By what graduated steps an herma- 
phrodite condition was acquired we do not know. But 
we can see that if a lowly organised form, in which 
the two sexes were represented by somewhat different 
individuals, were to increase by budding either before 
or after conjugation, the two incipient sexes would 
be capable of appearing by buds on the same stock, 
as occasionally occurs with various characters at the 
present day. The organism would then be in a 
monoecious condition, and this is probably the first 
step towards hermaphroditism; for if very simple 
male and female flowers on the same stock, each con- 
sisting of a single stamen or pistil, were brought close 
together and surrounded by a common envelope, in 
nearly the same manner as with the florets of the 
Composite, we should have an hermaphrodite flower.* 

There seems to be no limit to the changes which 
organisms undergo under changing conditions of life ; 
and some hermaphrodite plants, descended as I am led 
to believe from aboriginally diclinous plants, have had 
their sexes again separated. That this has occurred, 
we may infer from the presence of rudimentary stamens 
in the flowers of some individuals, and of rudimentary 
pistils in the flowers of other individuals, for example 
in Lychnis dioica. But a conversion of this kind will 

• Mr. W. Thiaelton Dyer, in a isms much lower in the wale than 
very able review of this work Ferns or Selaginella. Mr. Dyer 
(‘Nature,’ Feb. 1877, p. 82»), adds that my notion of very 
tikes an exactly opposite view, simple male and female flowers 
and advances weighty arguments being brought together and sur- 
in favour of the belief that all rounded by a common envelope, 
plants were aboriginally her- offers very considerable morpho- 
maphrodites. I will only remark logical difficulties, 
that I had in my mind organ- 
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not have occurred unless cross-fertilisation was already 
assured, generally by the agency of insects ; but why 
the production of male and female flowers on distinct 
plants should have been advantageous to the species, 
cross-fertilisation having been previously assured, is 
far from obvious. A plant might indeed produce twice 
as many seeds as were necessary to keep up its numbers 
under now or changed conditions of life ; and if it did 
not vary by bearing fewer flowers, and did vary in the 
state of its reproductive organs (as often occurs under 
cultivation), a wasteful expenditure of seeds and pollen 
would be saved by the flowers becoming diclinous. 

A related point is worth notice. I remarked in my 
Origin of Species that in Britain a much larger pro- 
portion of trees and bushes than of herbaceous plants 
have their sexes separated ; and so it is, according to 
Asa Gray and Hooker, in North America and New 
Zealand.* It is, however, doubtful how far this rule 
holds good generally, and it certainly does not do so 
in Australia. But I have been assured that the flowers 
of the prevailing Australian trees, namely, the 
Myrtaceae, swarm with insects, and if they are dicho- 



• I find in the ‘London Cata- 
logue of British Plants,’ that there 
are thirty-two indigenous trees 
and bushes in Great Britain, 
classed undor nine families; but 
to err on tho safe side, I have 
oonuted only six species of wil- 
lows. Of the thirty-two trees and 
hushes, nineteen, or more than 
half, have their sexes separated ; 
and this is an enormous propor- 
tion compared with other British 
plants. New Zealand abounds 



plants it 
less than 



* t CiTHe 



ing to thirty-five familiee. Of 
these 108 trees, fifty-two, or 
very marly half, have their sexes 
more or leas separated. Of bushel 
there are 140, of which aixty- 
have their sexes in the same 



„ is plants only 121. 

or less titan a fourth, have their 
sexes separated. Lastly, Prof. 
Asa Grav informs me that in the 
United Stub's there are 182 native 
tree* (belonging to twenty-five 
families) of which ninety-five(l>e- 
longing to seventeen families) 
“have their sexes more or less 
separated, for the greater part 
decidedly separated.” 
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gamons they would be practically diclinous.* As far 
as anemophilous plants are concerned, we know that 
they are apt to have their sexes separated, and we can 
see that it would be an unfavourable circumstance for 
them to bear their flowers very close to the ground, as 
their pollen is liable to be blown high up in the air ; t 
but as the culms of grasses give sufficient elevation, 
we cannot thus account for so many trees and bushes 
being diclinous. We may infer from our previous 
discussion that a tree bearing numerous hermaphrodite 
flowers would rarely intercross with another tree, 
except by means of the pollen of a distinct individual 
being prepotent over the plant’s own pollen. Now the 
separation of the sexes, whether the plant were anemo- 
philous or entomophilous, would most effectually bar 
self-fertilisation, and this may be the cause of so many 
trees and bushes being diclinous. Or to put the case 
in another way, a plant would be better fitted for 
development into a tree, if the sexes were separated, 
than if it were hermaphrodite ; for in the former case 
its numerous flowers would be less liable to continued 
self-fertilisation. But it should also be observed that 
the long life of a tree or bush permits of the separation 
of the sexes, with much less risk of evil from impreg- 
nation occasionally failing and seeds not being pro- 
duced, than in the case of short-lived plants. Hence 
it probably is, as Lecoq has remarked, that annual 
plants are rarely dioecious. 



• With respect to the I'rotcoccffi 
of Australia, Mr. llenthum re- 
marks (‘ Journal Linn. Soc. Bot.’ 
Vol. xiii. 1871, pp. 58, 64) on the 
various contrivances bv which the 
stigma in the several genera is 
screened from the action of the 
pollen fjom the same dower. For 
instance, in Synuphea “ the stigma 



is held by the eunuch (i.e., one 
of tile stamens which is barren) 
safe from all pollution from her 
brother anthers, and is preserved 
intact for any pollen that may be 
inserted by insects and other 
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Finally, we have seen reason to believe that the 
higher plants are descended from extremely low forms 
which conjugated, and that the conjugating indi- 
viduals differed somewhat from one another, — the one 
representing the male and the other the female — so 
that plants were aboriginally dioecious. At a very 
early period such lowly organised dioecious plants 
probably gave rise by budding to monoecious plants 
with the two sexes borne by the same individual ; and 
by a still closer union of the sexes to hermaphrodite 
plants, which are now much the commonest form.* 
As soon as plants became affixed to the ground, their 
pollen must have been carried by some means from 
flower to flower, at first almost certainly by the wind, 
then by pollen-devouring, and afterwards by nectar- 
seeking insects. During subsequent ages some few 
entomophilous plants have been again rendered aneino- 
philous, and some hermaphrodite plants have had their 
sexes again separated; and we can vaguely see the 
advantages of such recurrent changes under certain 
conditions. 

Dioecious plants, however fertilised, have a great 
advantage over other plants in their cross-fertilisation 
being assured. But this advantage is gained in the 
case of anemophilous species at the expense of the 
production of an enormous superfluity of pollen, with 
some risk to them and to entomophilous species of 
their fertilisation occasionally failing. Half the in- 
dividuals, moreover, namely, the males, produce no 



* There is a considerable 
amount of evidence that all the 
higher animals are the descend- 
ants of hermaphrodites ; and it is 
a curious problem whether suoh 
hermaphroditism may not have 
been the result of the conjugation 
of two slightly different indivi- 



duals, which represented the two 

nmy now owe 
their bilateral structure, with all 
their organs double at an early 
embryonic period, to the fusion 
or conjugation of two primordial 
individuals. 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



Chap. X. SEXUAL RELATIONS OF PLANTS. 417 

seed, and this might possibly bo a disadvantage. 
Delpino remarks that dioecious plants cannot spread so 
easily as monoecious and hermaphrodite species, for a 
single individual which happened to reach some new 
site could not propagate its kind; but it may be 
doubted whether this is a serious evil. Monoecious 
anemophilous plants can hardly fail to be to a lurge 
extent dioecious in function, owing to the lightness of 
their pollen and to the wind blowing laterally, with 
the great additional advantage of occasionally or often 
producing some self-fertilised seeds. When they are 
also dichogamous, they are necessarily dioecious iu 
function. Lastly, hermaphrodite plants can generally 
produce at least some self-fertilised seeds, and they are 
at the same time capable, through the various means 
specified in this chapter, of cross-fertilisation. When 
their structure absolutely prevents self-fertilisation, 
they are in the same relative position to one another 
as monoecious or dioecious plants, with what may be 
an advantage, namely, that every flower is capable 
of yielding seeds. 



2 E 
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Inserts visit the Bowers of the same species as long as they ran— Cans* 
of this habit— Means by which bees recognise the flowers of the 
same species — Sudden secretion of nectar— Kectsr of certain flowers 
unattractive to certain insects— Industry of bees, and the number 
of flowers visited within a short time— Perforation of the corolla 
by bees — Skill shown in the operation — Hive-bees profit by the 
holes mode by humble-bees— Effects of habit— The motive for per- 
forating flowers to save time— Flowers growing in crowded masses 
chiefly perforated. 

Bees and various other insects must be directed by 
iifstinct to search flowers for nectar and pollen, as 
they act in this manner without instruction as soon 
as they emerge from the pupa state. Their instincts, 
however, are not of a specialised nature, for they visit 
many exotic flowers as readily as the endemic kinds, I 
and they often search for nectar in flowers which do 
not secrete any ; and they may be seen attempting to 
suck it out of nectaries of such length that it cannot 
be reached by them.* All kinds of bees and certain 
other insects usually visit the flowers of the same species 
as long as they can, before going to another species. 
This fact was observed by Aristotle with respect to the 



• See. on thin subject, H. Mai- 
ler, • Befrnchtung,’ Ac. p. 427; 
and Sir J. Lubbock’s * British 
Wild Flowers,’ Ac. p. 20. Mailer 
assigns (‘Bionen Zeitung,’ June 
1878, p. |“* — J ' ’ • 



Hymenoptorn have inherited from 
some early nectur-sucking pro- 
gen i tor greater skill in robbing 
flowers than that which is dis- 
played by insects belonging to 
tl.e other Orders. 
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hive-bee more than 2000 years ago, and was noticed 
by Dobbs in a paper published in 173(5 in the Philo- 
sophical Transactions. It may be observed by any 
one, both with hive and humble-bees, in every flower- 
garden; not that the habit is invariably followed. Mr. 
Bennett watched for several hours* many plants of 
Lamium album, L. purpureum, and another Labiate 
plant, Nepeta gleehoma, all growing mingled together 
on a bank near some hives ; and he found that each 
bee confined its visits to the same species. The pollen 
of these three plants differs in colour, so that he was 
able to test his observations by examining that which 
adhered to the bodies of the captured bees, and he 
found one kind on each bee. 

Humble and hive-bees are good botanists, for they 
know that varieties may differ widely in the colour of 
their flowers and yet belong to the same species. I 
have repeatedly seen humble-bees flying straight from 
a plant of the ordinary red Dictamnus fraxinetta to a 
white variety; from one to another very differently 
coloured variety of Delphinium consolida and of 
Primula veris ; from a dark purple to a bright yellow 
variety of Viola tricolor; and with two species of 
Papaver, from one variety to another which differed 
much in colour; but in this latter case some of the 
bees flew indifferently to either species, although pass- 
ing by other genera, and thus acted as if the two spe- 
cies were merely varieties. H. Muller also has seen 
hive-bees flying from flower to flower of Ranunculus 
bullosus and arvensis, and of Trifolium fragiferum 
and repens; and even from blue hyacinths to blue 
violets-t 

Some species of Diptera or flies keep to the flowers 



1 Nature,' 1874, June 4th, 



f ‘Biencn Zcitung/ July 1876 
p. 183. 
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of the same species with almost as much regularity as 
do bees ; and when captured they are found covered 
with pollen. I have seen Ehingia rostrata acting in 
this manner with the flowers of Lychnis dioica, Ajuga 
replans, and Vieia sepium. Volucella plumosa and Empis 
cheiroptera flew straight from flower to flower of Myosotis 
sglvatica. Dolichopus nigripennis behaved in the same 
manner with Poteniilla tormentiUa ; and other I )iptera 
with Stellaria holostea, Helianthemum vulgare, Beilis 
perennis, Veronica hedermfolia and chamcedrys ; but some 
flies visited indifferently the flowers of these two latter 
species. I have seen more than once a minute Thrips, 
with pollen adhering to its body, fly from one flower to 
another of the same kind ; and one was observed by 
me crawling about within a convolvulus with four 
grains of pollen adhering to its head, which were 
deposited on the stigma. 

Fabricius and Sprengel state that when flies have 
once entered the flowers of Aristolochia they never 
escape, — a statement which I could not believe, as in 
this case the insocts would not aid in the cross-fertili- 
sation of the plant ; and this statement has now been 
shown by Hildebrand to be orroneous. As the spathes 
of Arum maculatum are furnished with filaments appa- 
rently adapted to prevent the exit of insects, they 
resemble in this respect the flowers of Aristolochia; and 
on examining several spathes, from thirty to sixty 
minute Diptera belonging to three species were found 
in some of them ; and many of these insects were lying 
dead at the bottom, as if they had been permanently 
entrapped. In order to discover whether the living 
ones could escape and carry pollen to another plant, I 
tied in the spring of 1842 a fine muslin bag tightly 
round a spathe; and on returning in an hour’s time 
several little flies were crawling about on the inner 
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surface of the bag. I then gathered a spathe and 
breathed hard into it; several flies soon crawled out, 
and all without exception were dusted with arum pollen. 
These flies quickly flew away, and I distinctly saw 
three of them fly to another plant about a yard off ; 
they alighted on the inner or concave surface of the 
spathe, and suddenly flew down into the flower. I then 
opened this flower, and although not a single anther 
had burst, several grains of pollen were lying at the 
bottom, which must have been brought from another 
plant by one of these flies or by some other insect In 
another flower little flies were crawling about, and I 
saw them leave pollen on the stigmas. 

I do not know whether Lepidoptera generally keep 
to the flowers of the same species ; but I once observed 
many minute moths (I believe Lampronia (Tinea) 
calthdh) apparently eating the pollen of Mercurialis 
annua, and they had the whole front of their bodies 
covered with pollen. I then went to a female plant 
some yards off, and saw in the course of fifteen minutes 
three of these moths alight on the stigmas. Lepidoptera 
are probably often induced to frequent the flowers of the 
same species, whenever these are provided with a long 
and nurrow nectary, as in this case other insects cannot 
suck the nectar, which will thus be preserved for those 
having an elongated proboscis. No doubt the Yucca 
moth* visits only the flowers whence its name is de- 
rived, for a most wonderful instinct guides this moth 
to place pollen on the stigma, so that the ovules may be 
developed on which the larvaj feed. With respect to 
Coleoptera, I have seen Meligethes covered with pollen 
flying from flower to flower of the same species ; and 



• Described by Mr. Riley in the ‘ American Naturalist,' vol. vii. 
Oct 1878. 
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this must often occur, as, accord 
“ many of the species affect only oi 
It must not be supposed from the: 
that insects strictly confine their 
species. They often visit other s_ 
few plants of the same kind grow n 



' to 31. Brisout, 
kind of plant.” • 
everal statements 
sits to the same 
ies when only a 
r together. In a 
e plants of CEnothera, the 



flower-garden containing so 
pollen of which can easily be recognised, I found not 
only single grains but masses of it within many flowera 
of Stimulus, Digitalis, Antirrhinum, and Linaria. 
Other kinds of pollen were likewise detected in these 
same flowers. A large number of the stigmas of a plant 
of Thyme, in which the anthers were completely aborted, 
were examined ; and these stigmas, though scarcely 
larger than a split needle, were covered not only with 
pollen of Thyme brought from other plants by the bees, 
but with several other kinds of pollen. 

That insects should visit the flowers of the same 
species as long as they can, is of great importance 
to the plant, as it favours the cross-fertilisation of 
distinct individuals of the same species ; but no one 
will suppose that insects act in this manner for the good 
of the plant. The cause probably lies in insects being 
thus enabled to work quicker ; they have just learnt 
how to stand in the best position on the flower, and how 
far and in what direction to insert their proboscides.t 
They act on the same principle as does an artificer 
who has to make half-a-dozen engines, and who saves 
time by making consecutively each wheel and part for 
all of them. Insects, or at least bees, seem much in- 



§SfP 
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we shall presently see that this holds good in their 
felonious practice of biting holes through the corolla. 

It is a curious question how bees recognise the flowers 
of the same species. That the coloured corolla is the 
chief guide cannot be doubted. On a fine day, when 
hive-bees were incessantly visiting the little blue flowers 
of Lobelia erinus, I cut off all the petals of some, and 
only the lower striped petals of others, and these flowers 
were not once again sucked by the bees, although some 
actually crawled over them. The removal of the two 
little upper petals alone made no difference in their 
visits. Mr. J. Anderson likewise states that when he re- 
moved the corollas of the Calceolaria, bees never visited 
the flowers.* On the other hand, in some large masses of 
Geranium phteum which had escaped out of a garden, I 
observed the unusual fact of the flowers continuing to 
secrete an abundance of nectar after all the petals had 
fallen off ; and the flowers in this state were still visited 
by humble-bees. But the bees might have learnt that 
these flowers with all their petals lost were still worth 
visiting, by finding nectar in those with only one or 
two lost. The colour alone of the corolla serves as 
an approximate guide : thus I watched for some time 
humble-bees which were visiting exclusively plants of 



would naturally produce needs 
under these circumstances : but I 
am greatly surprised that Ddyhi- 

other species of Delphinium, and 
Viola tricolor, should hure pro- 
duced a fair supply of seeds whon 
thus treated : but it dots nut ap- 
pear that he compared the number 
of the seeds thus produced with 
thoeo yielded by unmutiluted 
flowers left to the free access of 
insects: 'Bedoutung dor Nek- 
tarien,' 1833, pp. 123-135. 



• ‘ Gardeners' Chronicle,’ 1853, 
p. 531. Knrr cut off the nectaries 
from a large number of flowers of 
sercral species, and found that 
the grenter number yielded seeds ; 
but insects probably would not 
perceive the loss of the nectary 
until they had inserted their pro- 
boscides into the holes thus 



fertilise the flowers. He also re- 
moved the whole corolla from a 
considerable number of flowers. 
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the white-flowered Spiranthes autumnalis, growing on 
short turf at a considerable distance apart ; and these 
bees often flew within a few inches of several other 
plants with white flowers, and then without further ex- 
amination passed onwards in search of the Spiranthes. 
Again, many hive-bees which confined their visits to the 
common ling (CaUuna vulgaris), repeatedly flew towards 
Erica tetralix, evidently attracted by the nearly similar 
tint of their flowers, and then instantly passed on in 
search of the Calluna. 

That the colour of the flower is not the sole guide, is 
clearly shown by the six cases above given of bees 
which repeatedly passed in a direct line from one 
variety to another of the same species, although they 
bore very differently coloured flowers. I observed also 
bees flying in a straight line from one clump of a yellow- 
flowered (Enothera to every other clump of the same 
plant in the garden, without turning an inch from 
their courso to plants of Eschscholtzia and others with 
yellow flowers which lay only a foot or two on either 
side. In these cases the bees knew the position of each 
plant in the garden perfectly well, as we may infer by 
the directness of their flight ; so that they were guided 
by experience and memory. But how did they discover 
at first that the above varieties with differently coloured 
flowers belonged to the same species ? Improbable as 
it may appear, they seem, at least sometimes, to recog- 
nise plants even from a distance by their general 
aspect, in the same manner as we should do. On three 
occasions I observed humble-bees flying in a perfectly 
straight line from a tall larkspur (Delphinium) which 
was in full flowei to another plant of the same species 
at the distance of fifteen yards which had not as yet a 
single flower open, and on which the buds showed only 
a faint tinge of blue. Here neither odour nor the 
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memory of former visits could have come into play, 
and the tinge of blue was so faint that it could hardly 
have served as a guide.* 

The conspicuousness of the corolla does not suffice 
to induce repeated visits from insects, unless nectar is 
at the same time secreted, together perhaps with 
some odour emitted. I watched for a fortnight many 
times daily a wall covered with Linaria eymbalaria 
in full flower, and never saw a bee even looking at 
one. There was then a very hot day, and suddenly 

It appears that a certain degree of heat is necessary for 
the secretion of nectar; for I observed with Lobelia 
erinus that if the sun ceased to shine for only half an 
hour, the visits of the bees slackened and soon ceased. 
An analogous fact with respect to the sweet excretion 
from the stipules of Vida saliva has been already 
given. As in the case of the Linaria, so with Pedieu - 
laris sylvaliea. Polygala vulgaris, Viola tricolor, and some 
species of Trifolium, I have watched the flowers day 
after day without seeing a bee at work, and then sud- 
denly all the flowers were visited by many bees. Now 
how did so many bees discover at once that the flowers 
were secreting nectar ? I presume that it must have been 
by their odour ; and that ns soon as a few bees began 
to suck the flowers, others of the same and of different 
kinds observed the fact and profited by it. We shall 
presently see, when we treat of the perforation of the 
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labour of other species. Memory also comes into play, 
for, as already remarked, bees know the position of 
each clump of flowers in a garden. I have repeatedly 
seen them passing round a corner, but otherwise in as 
straight a line as possible, from one plant of Fraxinella 
and of Linaria to another and distant one of the same 
species ; although, owing to the intervention of other 
plants, the two were not in sight of each other. 

It would appear that either the taste or the odour of 
the nectar of certain flowers is unattractive to hive or to 
humble-bees, or to both ; for there seems no other reason 
why certain open flowers which secrete nectar are not 
visited by them. The small quantity of nectar secreted 
by some of these flowers can hardly be the cause of 
their neglect, as hive-bees search eagerly for the minute 
drops on the glands on the leaves of the Prunus lauro- 
cerasus. Even the bees from different hives sometimes 
visit different kinds of flowers, as is said to be the case 
by Mr. Grant with respect to the Polyanthus and Viola 
tricolor * I have known humble-bees to visit the flowers 
of Lobelia fulgens in one garden and not in another at 
the distance of only a few miles. The cupful of nectar 
in the labellum of Epipactis latifolia is never touched 
by hive- or humble-bees, although I have seen them 
flying close by ; and yet the nectar has a pleasant 
taste to us, and is habitually consumed by the common 
wasp. As far as I have seen, wasps seek for nectar in 
this country only from the flowers of this Epipactis, 
Scrophularia aquatica, Hedera helix, Sijmphoricarput 
racemosa ,f and Tritoma ; the three former plants being 
endemic, and the two latter exotic. As wasps are so 
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fond of sugar and of any sweet fluid, and as they do 
not disdain the minute drops on the glands of Prunus 
lauroceraaus, it is a strange fact that they do not suck 
the nectar of many open flowers, which they could do 
without the aid of a proboscis. Hive-bees visit the 
flowers of the Symphoricarpus and Tritoma, and this 
makes it all the stranger that they do not visit the 
flowers of the Epipactis, or, as far as I have seen, those 
of the Scrophvlaria aqtuUtea; although they do visit 
the flowers of Scrophularia nodosa, at least in North 
America.* 

The extraordinary industry of bees and the number 
of flowers which they visit within a short time, so that 
each flower is visited repeatedly, must greatly increase 
the chance of each receiving pollen from a distinct 
plant When the nectar is in any way hidden, bees 
cannot tell without inserting their proboscides whether 
it has lately been exhausted by other bees, and 
this, as remarked in a former chapter, forces them to 
visit many more flowers than they otherwise would. 
But they endeavour to lose as little time as they can ; 
thus in flowers having several nectaries, if they find 
one dry they do not try the others, but as I have often 
observed, pass on to another flower. They work so in- 
dustriously and effectually, that even in the case of 
social plants, of which hundreds of thousands grow 
together, as with the several kinds of heath, every 
single flower is visited, of which evidence will presently 
be given. They lose no time and fly very quickly 
from plant to plant, but I do not know the rate at 
which hive-bees fly. Humble-bees fly at the rate of 
ten miles an hour, as I was able to ascertain in the case 
of the males from their curious habit of calling at 
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certain fixed points, which made it easy to measure the 
time taken in passing from one place to another. 

With respect to the number of flowers which bees 
visit in a given time, I observed that in exactly one 
minute a humble-bee visited twenty-four of the closed 
flowers of the Linaria cymbcdaria ; another bee visited 
in the same time twenty-two flowers of the Symphori- 
carpus racemosa ; and another seventeen flowers on two 
plants of a Delphinium. In the course of fifteen 
minutes a single flower on the summit of a plant of 
(Enothera was visited eight times by several humble- 
bees, and I followed the last of these bees, whilst 
it visited in the course of a few additional minutes 
every plant of the same species in a large flower- 
garden. In nineteen minutes every flower on a small 
plant of Nemophila insignia was visited twice. In one 
minute six flowers of a Campanula were entered by 
a pollen-collecting hive-bee ; and bees when thus I 

employed work slower than when sucking nectar. j 

Lastly, seven flower-stalks on a plant of Dictamnua j 
/ramteffa were observed on the 15th of Jnnel841 during I 

ten minutes ; they were visited by thirteen humble-bees, I 
each of which entered many flowers. On the 22nd the 1 
same flower-stalks were visited within the same time by I 
eleven humble-bees. This plant bore altogether 280 j 
flowers, and from the above data, taking into con- ] 
sideration how late in the evening humble-bees work, j 
each flower must have been visited at least thirty times 
daily, and the same flower keeps open during several I 
days. The frequency of the visits of bees is also some- j 
times shown by the manner in which the petals are 
scratched by their hooked tarsi ; I have seen large beds 
of Stimulus, Stachys, and Lathyrus with the beauty I 
of their flowers thus sadly defaced. 

Perforation of the Corolla by Beet . — I have already 
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alluded to bees biting holes in flowers for the sake of 
obtaining the nectar. They often act in this manner, 
both with endemic and exotic species, in many parts of 
Europe, in the United States, and in the Himalaya; 
and therefore probably in all parts of the world. The 
plants, the fertilisation of which actually depends on 
insects entering the flowers, will fail to produce seed 
when their nectar is thus stolen from the outside ; and 
even with those species which are capable of fertilising 
themselves without any aid, there can be no cross- 
fertilisation, and this, as we know, is a serious evil 
in most cases. The extent to which humble-bees 
carry on the practice of biting holes is surprising : a 
remarkuble case was observed by me near Bourne- 
mouth, where there were formerly extensive heaths. 
I took a long walk, and every now and then gathered 
a twig of Erica tetralix, and when I had got a hand- 
ful examined all the flowers through a lens. This 
process was repeated many times ; but though many 
hundreds were examined, I did not succeed in finding 
a single flower which had not been perforated. 
Humble-bees were at the time sucking the flowers 
through these perforations. On the following day a 
large number of flowers were examined on another 
heath with the same result, but here hive-bees were 
sucking through the holes. This case is all the 
more remarkable, as the innumerable holes had been 
made within a fortnight, for before that time I saw the 
bees everywhere sucking in the proper manner at the 
mouths of the corolla. In an extensive flower-garden 
some large beds of Salvia grahami, Stachys eoecinea, 
and Pentstemon argutus (?) had every flower per- 
forated, and many scores were examined. I have seen 
whole fields of red clover ( Trifolium pratense) in the 
same state. Dr. Ogle found that 90 per cent, of the 
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flowers of Salvia glutinosa had been bitten. In the 
United States Mr. Bailey says it is difficult to find a 
blossom of the native Gerardia pedicularia without a 
hole in it ; and Mr. Gentry, in speaking of the intro- 
duced Wistaria sinensis, says “ that nearly every flower 
had been perforated.”* 

As far as I have seen, it is always humble-bees which 
first bite the holes, and they are well fitted for the work 
by possessing powerful mandibles ; but hive-bees after- 
wards profit by the holes thus made. Dr. H. Muller, 
however, writes to me that hive-bees sometimes bite 
holes through the flowers of Erica tetralix. No insects 
except bees, with the single exception of wasps in the 
case of Tritoma, have sense enough, as far as I have 
observed, to profit by the holes already made. Even 
humble-bees do not always discover that it would be 
advantageous to them to perforate certain flowers. 
There is an abundant supply of nectar in the nectary 
of Tropxolum tricolor, yet I have found this plant 
untouched in more than one garden, while the flowers 
of other plants had been extensively perforated ; but 
a few years ago Sir J. Lubbock’s gardener assured 
me that he had seen humble-bees boring tlirough 
the nectary of this Tropseolum. In the United States 
the common garden Tropmolum, as I hear from Mr. 
Bailey, is often pierced. Muller has observed humble- 
bees trying to suck at the mouths of the flowers 
of Primula elatior and of an Aquilegia, and, failing 
in their attempts, they made holes through the 
corolla ; but they often bite holes, although they could 
with very little more trouble obtain the nectar in a 
legitimate manner by the mouth of the corolla. 

Dr. W. Ogle has communicated to me a curious case. 









© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



Chap. XI PERFORATION OF THE COROLLA. 431 

He gathered in Switzerland 100 flower-stems of the 
common blue variety of the monkshood (Acontium 
napellus), and not a single flower was perforated ; he 
then gathered 100 stems of a white variety growing 
close by, and every one of the open flowers had been 
perforated. This surprising difference in the state of 
the flowers may be attributed with much probability 
to the blue variety being distasteful to bees, from the 
presence of the acrid matter which is so general in the 
Ranunculace®, and to its absence in the white variety 
in correlation with the loss of the blue tint. Accord- 
ing to Sprengel,* this plant is strongly proterandrous ; 
it would therefore be more or less sterile unless bees 
carried pollen from the younger to the older flowers. 
Consequently the white variety, the flowers of which 
were always bitten instead of being properly entered 
by the bees, would fail to yield the full number 
of seeds and would be a comparatively rare plant, 
as Dr. Ogle informs me was the case. 

£ees show much skill in their manner of working, 
for they always make their holes from the outside 
close to the spot where the nectar lies hidden within 
the corolla. All the flowers in a large bed of Stachys 
coccinea had either one or two slits made on the upper 
side of the corolla near the base. The flowers of a 
Mirabilis and of Salvia coccinea were perforated in the 
same manner ; whilst those of Salvia grahami, in which 
the calyx is much elongated, had both the calyx and the 
corolla invariably perforated. The flowers of Pentstemon 
argutus are broader than those of the plants just named, 
and two holes alongside each other had here always 
been made just above the calyx. In these several cases 
' the perforations were on the upper side, but in Anlir- 
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rhinurn majus one or two holes had been made on the 
lower side, close to the little protuberance which re- 
presents the nectary, and therefore directly in front of 
and close to the spot where the nectar is secreted. 

But the most remarkable case of skill and judgment j 
known to me, is that of the perforation of the flowers of 
Lathy rus sylvestris, as described by my son Francis.* '* 
The nectar in this plant is enclosed within a tube, j 
formed by the united stamens, which surround the '( 

pistil so closely that a bee is forced to insert its 1 
proboscis outside the tube ; but two natural rounded 
passages or orifices are left in the tube near the base, 
in order that the nectar may be reached by the bees. 

Now my son found in sixteen out of twenty-four flowers J 
on this plant, and in eleven out of sixteen of those on 1 
the cultivated everlasting pea, which is either a variety J 
of the same species or a closely allied one, that the i 
left passage was larger than the right one. And here 
comes the remarkable point, — the humble-bees bite holes ' 

through the standard-petal, and they always operated '* 
on the left side over the passage, which is generally ' 
tho larger of the two. My son remarks : “ It is difficult | 
to say how the bees' could have acquired this habit. 
Whether they discovered the inequality in the size of 
the nectar-holes in sucking the flowers in the proper 
way, and then utilised this knowledge in determining a 
where to gnaw the hole ; or whether they found out 
the best situation by biting through the standard at J 
various points, and afterwards remembered its situation 
in visiting other flowers. But in either case they show a 
remarkable power of making use of what they have 
learnt by experience.” It seems probable that bees 
owe their skill in biting holes through flowers of all 
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kinds to their having long practised the instinct of 
moulding cells and pots of wax, or of enlarging their 
old cocoons with tubes of wax; for they are thus 
compelled to work on the inside and outside of the 
same object. 

In the early part of the summer of 1857 I was 
led to observe during some weeks several rows of the 
scarlet kidney-bean ( Phaseolus multiforus), whilst 
attending to the fertilisation of this plant, and daily 
saw humble- and hive-bees sucking at the mouths 
of the flowers. But one day I found several humble- 
bees employed in cutting holes in flower after flower ; 
and on the next day every single hive-bee, without 
exception, instead of alighting on the left wing-petal 
and sucking the flower in the proper manner, flew 
straight without the least hesitation to the calyx, and 
sucked through the holes which had been made only 
the day before by the humble-bees; and they con- 
tinued this habit for many following days.* Sir. Belt 
has communicated to me (July 28th, 1874) a similar 
case, with the sole difference that less than half of the 
flowers had been perforated by the humble-bees; 
nevertheless, all the hive-bees gave up sucking at the 
mouths of the flowers and visited exclusively the bitten 
ones. Now how did the hive-bees find out so quickly 
that holes had been made ? Instinct seems to be out 
of the question, as the plant is an exotic. The holes 
cannot be seen by bees whilst standing on the wing- 
petals, where they had always previously alighted. 
From the ease with which bees were deceived when the 
petals of Lobelia erinut were cut off, it was clear that 
in this ease they were not guided to the nectar by its 
smell; and it may be doubted whether they were 
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attracted to the holes in the flowers of the Phaseolus 
by the odour emitted from them. Did they perceive j 
the holes by the sense of touch in their proboscides, j 
whilst sucking the flowers in the proper manner, and 
then reason that it would save them time to alight on j 
the outside of the flowers and use the holes? This ! 
seems almost too abstruse an act of reason for bees; I 
and it is more probable that they saw the humble-bees 1 
at work, and understanding what they were about, I 
imitated them and took advantage of the shorter path j 
to the nectar. Even with animals high in the scale, I 
such as monkeys, we should be surprised at hearing 1 
that all the individuals of one species within the j 
space of twenty-four horns understood an act per- j 
formed by a distinct species, and profited by it 

I have repeatedly observed with various kinds 
of flowers that all the hive and humble-bees which . 
were sucking through the perforations, flew to them, 
whether on the upper or under side of the corolla, J 
without the least hesitation; and this shows how 
quickly all the individuals within the district had 
acquired the same knowledge. Yet habit comes into 
play to a certain extent, as in so many of the other j 
operations of bees. Dr. Ogle, Messrs. Farrer and 
Belt have observed in the case of Phaseolus multijlorus* j 
that certain individuals went exclusively to the per- 
forations, while others of the same species visited s 
only the mouths of the flowers. I noticed in 1861 
exactly the same fact with Trifolium pratense. So per- 
sistent is the force of habit, that when a bee which is 
visiting perforated flowers comes to one which has not 
been bitten, it does not go to the mouth, but instantly 
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flies away in search of another kitten flower. Never- 
theless, I once saw a hamble-bee visiting the hybrid 
Rhododendron azcdoidet, and it entered the mouths 
of some flowers and cut holes into the others. Dr. 
H. Mailer informs me that in the same district he has 
seen some individuals of Bombus mantruealus boring 
through the calyx and corolla of Rhinanthtu aledero- 
hphus, and others through the corolla alone. Different 
Species of bees may, however, sometimes be observed 
acting differently at the same time on the same plant. 
I have seen hive-bees sucking at the mouths of the 
flowers of the common bean ; humble-bees of one kind 
sucking through holes bitten in the calyx, and humble- 
bees of another kind sucking the little drops of fluid 
excreted by the stipules. Mr. Beal of Michigan 
informs me that the flowers of the Missouri currant 
{Ribes aureum) abound with nectar, so that children 
often suck them ; and he saw hive-bees sucking 
through holes made by a bird, the oriole, and at the 
same time humble-bees sucking in the proper manner 
at the mouths of the flowers.* This statement about 
the oriole calls to mind what I have before said of 
certain species of humming-birds boring holes through 
the flowers of the Brugmansia, whilst other species 
entered by the mouth. 

The motive which impels bees to gnaw holes through 
the corolla seems to be the saving of time, for they 
lose much time in climbing into and out of large 
flowers, and in forcing their heads into closed ones. 
They were able to visit nearly twice as many flowers. 
It tar as I could judge, of a Stachys and Pentstemon 
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by alighting on the npper surface of the corolla 
and sucking through the cut holes, os by entering 
in the proper way. Nevertheless each bee before 
it has had much practice, must lose some time in 
making each new perforation, especially when the per- 
foration hns to be made through both culyx and 
corolla. This action therefore implies foresight, of 
which faculty we have abundant evidence in their 
building operations ; and may we not further believe 
that some trace of their social instinct, that is, of 
working fur the good of other members of the com- 
munity, may here likewise play a part ? 

Many years ago I was struck with the fact that 
humble-bees as a general rule perforate flowers only 
when these grow in large numbers near together. In 
a garden where there were some very large beds of 
Stachya cocci nea and of Pentstemon arr/utus, every single 
flower was perforated, but I found two plants of the 
former species growing quite separate writh their petals 
much scratched, showing that they had been frequently 
visited by bees, and yet not a single flower was 
perforated. I found also a separate plant of the 
Pentstemon, and saw bees entering the mouth of the 
corolla, and not a single flower had been perforated. In 
the following year (1842) I visited the same garden 
several times : on the 19th of July humble-bees were 
sucking the flowers of Stachys cocci nea and Salvia 
yrahami in the proper manner, and none of the corollas 
were perforated. On the 7th of August all the flowers 
wore perforated, even thoso on some few plants of the 
Salvia which grew at a little distance from the great 
l>ed. On the 21st of August only a few flowers on the 
summits of tho spikes of both species remained fresh, 
and notone of these was now bored. Again, in my own 
garden every plant in several rows of the common bean 
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had many flowers perforated ; but I found three plants 
in separate parts of the garden which had sprung up 
accidentally, and these had not a single flower per- 
forated. General Strachey formerly saw many per- 
forated flowers in a garden in the Himalaya, and he 
wrote to the owner to inquire whether this relation 
between the plants growing crowded and their per- 
foration by the bees there held good, and was answered 
in the affirmative. Mr. Bailey informs me that the 
Gerardia pedicularia which is so largely perforated, 
and Impatient fulva, are both profuse flowerers. Hence 
it follows that the red clover (Trifolium pratente) and 
the common bean when cultivated in great masses in 
fields,— that Erica tetrali a growing in large numbers 
on heaths, — rows of the scarlet kidney-bean in the 
kitchen-garden, — and masses of any species in the 
flower-garden, — are all eminently liable to be per- 
forated. 

The explanation of this fact is not difficult. Flowers 
growing in large numbers afford a rich booty to the 
bees, and are conspicuous from a distance. They are 
consequently visited by crowds of these insects, and I 
once counted between twenty and thirty bees flying 
about a bed of Pentstemon. They are thus stimulated 
to work quickly by rivalry, and, what is much more 
important, they find a large proportion of the flowers, 
as suggested by my son,* with their nectaries sucked 
dry. They thus waste much time in searching many 
empty flowers, and are led to bite the holes, so as 
to find out as quickly as possible whether there is any 
nectar present, and if so, to obtain it. 

Flowers which are partially or wholly sterile unless 
Tisited by insects in the proper manner, such as 
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those of most species of Salvia, of Trifolium pratenae, 
Phaseolus multiform, &c., will more or less completely | 
fail to produce seeds if the bees confine their visits 
to the perforations. The perforated flowers of those 
species, which are capable of fertilising themselves, 1 
will yield only self-fertilised seeds, and the seedlings 1 
will in consequence be less vigorous. Therefore all 
plants must suffer in some degree when bees obtain I 
their nectar in a felonious manner by biting holes I 
through the corolla ; and many species, it might be fl 
thought, would be thus exterminated. But here, as 1 
is so general throughout nature, there is a tendency 1 
towards a restored equilibrium. If a plant suffers 
from being perforated, fewer individuals will be 
reared, and if its nectar is highly important to the 
bees, these in their turn will suffer and decrease in 
number ; but, what is much more effective, as soon as ] 
the plant becomes somewhat rare so as not to grow ! 
in crowded masses, the bees will no longer be stimu- 1 
lated to gnaw holes in the flowers, but will enter | 
them in a legitimate manner. More seed will then be I 
produced, and the seedlings being the product of 
cross-fertilisation will be vigorous, so that the species j 
will tend to increase in number, to be again checked, 1 
ns soon as the plant again grows in crowded masses. 1 
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Gexeul Rmvltb. 

Groas-forliliaalion proved In be beneficial, end •elf-fcrtiliaation in- 
jurious — Allied »peciea iliffer greatly in the mani by wbieh cm»- 
fertiliaation is favoured and aclf-fertilLation avoided— The ben. tits 
and evila of the two processes depend on the degree of differentiation 
in the sexual elements — The evil effects not due to the combination of 
morbid tendencies in the parents— Nature of tho conditions to which 
plants are subjected when growing near together in a state of nature 
or under culture, and the effects of such conditions— Theoretical 
considerations with respect to the interaction of differentiated sexual 
elements— Practical lessons— Genesis of the two sexes— Close corre- 
spondence between the uffecta of croas-fortillsatlon and self-fertilisa- 
tion, and of the legitimate and illegitimate unions of hctcrostyled 
plants, in comparison with hybrid unions. 

The first and most important of the conclusions which 
may be drawn from the observations given in this 
volume, is that generally cross-fertilisation is beneficial, 
and self-fertilisation often injurious, at least with the 
plants on which I experimented. Whether long- 
continued self-fertilisation is injurious to all plants 
is another and difficult question. The truth of these 
conclusions is shown by the difference in height, 
weight, constitutional vigour, and fertility of the 
offspring from crossed and self-fertilised flowers, und 
in the number of seeds produced by the parent-plants. 
With respect to the second of the two propositions, 
namely, that self-fertilisation is often injurious, we have 
abundant evidence. The structure of the flowers in 
such plants as Lobelia ramota, Digital is purpurea, Ac., 
renders the aid of insects almost indispensable for 
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their fertilisation; and bearing in mind the prepo- 
tency of pollen from a distinct individual over that 
from the same individual, such plants will almost cer- 
tainly have been crossed during many or all previous 
generations. So it must be, owing merely to the 
prepotency of foreign pollen, with cabbages and various 
other plants, the varieties of which almost invariably 
intercross when grown together. The same inference 
may be drawn still more surely with respect to those 
plants, such as of Beseda and Eschscholtzia, which 
are sterile with their own pollen, but fertile with 
that from any other individual. These several plants 
must therefore have been crossed during a long series 
of previous generations, and the artificial crosses in my 
experiments cannot have increased the vigour of the 
offspring beyond that of their progenitors. Therefore 
the difference between the self-fertilised and crossed 
plants raised by me cannot be attributed to the supe- 
riority of the crossed, but to the inferiority of the 
self-fertilised seedlings, due to the injurious effects of 
self-fertilisation. 

Notwithstanding the evil which many plants suffer 
from self-fertilisation, they can be thus propagated 
under favourable conditions for many generations, as 
shown by some of my experiments, and more especially 
by the survival during at least half a century of the 
same varieties of the common pea and sweet-pea. The 
same conclusion probably holds good with several other 
exotic plants, which are never or most rarely cross- 
fertilised in this country. But all these plants, as far 
as they have been tried, profit greatly by a cross with 
a fresh stock. Many species which bear small and 
inconspicuous flowers are never, or most rarely, visited 
by insects during the day; and Hermann Muller 
infers that they must be always, or almost always, 
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self-fertilised. But the evidence appears to me in- 
sufficient, until it can be shown that such flowers are 
not visited during the night by any of the innumerable 
kinds of small moths. From the simple fact of these 
small flowers expanding, and from some of them 
secreting nectar, it seems probable that they are at 
least occasionally visited and intercrossed by nocturnal 
insects. It is much to be desired that some one should 
cross and self-fertilise such plants and compare the 
growth, weight, and fertility of the offspring. The 
Rev. G. Henslow* remarks that the plants which have 
spread the most widely through the agency of man into 
new countries, and have there grown most vigorously, 
commonly bear small and inconspicuous flowers; and, 
as he assumes that these are always self-fertilised, 
he infers that this process cannot be at all injurious 
to plants. He believes that “as long as a plant is 
“ self-fertilising, it remains in the same condition, and 
“ retains its average standard, but does not degenerate 
“in any way. It cannot be benefited, as it cannot 
“ introduce anything new into its system, so long as it 
“ lives in the same place ; hence its results are negative. 
“If, however, self-fertilising plants can migrate, and 
“so obtain new peculiarities from fresh surrounding 
“media, then they may acquire astonishing vigour, 
“ and even oust the native vegetation of the country 
“they have invaded.” According to this view the 
male and female sexual elements must become in such 
cases differentiated through the action of the new 



* Mr. Henslow has published 
an elaborate review of the present 
work in the * Gardeners’ Chroni- 
cle ’ from Jan. 13th to May 5th, 
1S77, also in ‘ Science and Art,' 
May 1st. 1877, p. 77 ; from which 
latter journal the quotation is 
taken. I have modified some 



passages in this book, and en- 
deavoured to make others clearer, 
owing to Mr. Henslow’s criticisms, 
but 1 can by no means agree with 
many of bis inferences. I have 
also profited by an able review by 

Hermann M tiller in ‘ Ktamos.’ 
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conditions ; and this seems not improbable, judging 
from the remarkable effects of changed conditions on 
the reproductive system of Abutilon and Eschscholtzia. 

Some few plants, owing to their structure, for in- 
stance, Ophrya apifera, have almost certainly been 
propagated in a state of nature for thousands of 
generations without having been once intercrossed; 
and whether they would profit by a cross with a fresh 
stock is not known. But such cases ought not to make 
us doubt that as a general rule crossing is beneficial 
and self- fertilisation injurious, any more than the 
existence of plants which, in a state of nature are 
propagated asexually, that is, exclusively by rhizomes, 
stolons, &o.* (their flowers never producing seeds), 
should make us doubt that seminal generation must 
have some great advantage, as it is the common plan 
followed by nature. Whether any species has been 
reproduced asexually from a very remote period cannot, 
of course, be ascertained. Our sole means for forming 
any judgment on this head is the duration of the 
varieties of our fruit trees which have been long pro- 
pagated by grafts or buds. Andrew Knight formerly 
maintained that under these circumstances they always 
become weakly, but this conclusion has been warmly 
disputed by others. A recent and competent judge, 
Prof. Asa Gray,t leans to the side of Andrew Knight, 
which seems to me, from such evidence as I have 
been able to collect, the more probable view, notwith- 
standing many opposed facts. 

With respect to the first of the two propositions 
at the head of this chapter, namely, that cross-fertilisa- 
tion is generally beneficial, we have excellent evidence. 



• I have glvon noveral oum in 
my ‘Variation under Domestica- 
tion.' ch. xviii. 2nd edit. vol. ii. 
p. 152. 



t 1 Darwinians : Essays nnd 

Review, pertaining to Oarwiniaui,' 
1876, p. 838 
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Plants of Ipomcea were intercrossed for nine successive 
generations ; they were then again intercrossed, and 
at the same time crossed with a plant of a fresh stock, 
that is, one brought from another garden; and the 
offspring of this latter cross were to the intercrossed 
plants of the tenth generation in height as 100 to 78, 
and in fertility as 100 to 51. An analogous experi- 
ment with Eschscholtzia gave a similar result, as far 
as fertility was concerned. In neither of these cases 
were any of the plants the product of self-fertilisation. 
Plants of Diunthus were self-fertilised for three genera- 
tions, and this no doubt was injurious; but when 
these plants were fertilised by a fresh stock and by 
intercrossed plants of the same stock, there was a great 
difference in fertility between the two sets of seedlings, 
and some difference in their height Petunia offers 
a nearly parallel case. With various other plants, the 
wonderful effects of a cross with a fresh stock may 
be seen in Table C. Several accounts have also been 
published* of the extraordinary growth of seedlings 
from a cross between two varieties of the same species, 
some of which ore known never to fertilise themselves ; 
so that here neither self-fertilisation nor relationship 
even in a remote degree can have come into play. We 
may therefore conclude that the above two propositions 
are true, — that cross-fertilisation is generally beneficial 
and self-fertilisation often injurious to the offspring. 

That certain plants, for instance, Viola tricolor. 
Digitalis purpurea, Sarothamnus seopariut, Cyclamen 
persicum, Ac., which have been naturally cross-fertilised 
for many or all previous generations, should suffer to 
•n extreme degree from a single act of self-fertilisation 
is an astonishing fact. The evil does not depend in 

• Sec 1 Variation under Domestication,' eh. xU. 2nd edit. toL il p. 
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any corresponding degree on the pollen of the self- 
fertilised parents acting inefficiently on the stigmas of 
the same flowers; for in the case of the Ipomcea, 
Mimulus, Digitalis, Brassica, &c., the self-fertilised 
parents yielded an abundant supply of seeds ; never- 
theless the plants raised from these seeds were 
markedly inferior in many ways to their cross-ferti- 
lised brethren. Again with Reseda and Eschscholtzia 
the more self-sterile individuals profited in a less 
degree by cross-fertilisation than did the more self- 
fertile individuals. With animals no manifest evil 
has been observed to follow in the first few generations 
from close interbreeding ; but then we must remember 
that the closest possible interbreeding with animals, 
that is, between brothers and sisters, cannot be con- 
sidered as nearly so close a union as that between the 
pollen and ovules of the same flower. Whether with 
plants the evil from self-fertilisation goes on increas- 
ing during successive generations is hot as yet known ; 
but we may infer from my experiments that the increase, 
if any, is far from rapid. After plants have been pro- 
pagated by self-fertilisation for several generations, a 
single cross with a fresh stock restores their pristine 
vigour ; and we have a strictly analogous result with 
our domestic animals.* The good effects of cross-fer- 
tilisation are transmitted by plants to the next gene- 
ration ; and judging from the varieties of the common 
pea, to many succeeding generations. But this may 
merely be that crossed plants of the first generation 
are extremely vigorous, and transmit their vigour, like 
any other character, to their successors. 

The means for favouring cross-fertilisation and pre- 
venting self-fertilisation, or conversely for favouring 



• • Variation nnder Domestication.’ ch. xix. 2nd (slit. to!, ii. p. 159. 
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self-fertilisation and preventing to a certain extent 
cross-fertilisation, are wonderfully diversified; and it 
is remarkable that these differ widely in closely allied 
plants,* — in the species of the same genus, and some- 
times in the individuals of the same species. It is 
not rare to find hermaphrodite plants and others 
with separated sexes within the same genus ; and it is 
common to find some of the species dichogamous and 
others maturing their sexual elements simultaneously. 
The dichogamous genus Saxifraga contains proter- 
androus and proterogynous species, t Several genera 
include both heterostyled (dimorphic or trimorphic 
forms) and homostyled species. Ophrys offers a 
remarkable instance of one species having its structure 
manifestly adapted for self-fertilisation, and other 
species as manifestly adapted for cross-fertilisation. 
Some con-generic species are quite sterile and others 
quite fertile with their own pollen. From these several 
causes we often find within the same genus species 
which do not produce seeds, while others produce an 
abundance, when insects are excluded. Some species 
bear cleistogamic flowers which cannot be crossed, as 
well as perfect flowers, whilst others in the same genus 
never produce cleistogamic flowers. Some species exist 
under two forms, the one bearing conspicuous flowers 
adapted for cross-fertilisation, the other bearing in- 
conspicuous flowers adapted for self-fertilisation, w hilst 
other species in the same genus present only a single 
form. Even with the individuals of the same species, 
the degree of self-sterility varies greatly, as in Reseda. 
With polygamous plants, the distribution of the sexes 



* Hildebrand has insisted nntsbcricht K. Akad. Berlin,’ Oct. 



strongly to this effect in his 
valuable observations on the fer- 
tilisation of the Graminee: ‘Mo- 



llis 1872. p. 763. 



1872. p. 763. 

t Dr. Engler, ' Boh Zeitung,’ 
1868, p. 833. 
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differs in the individuals of the same species. The rela- 
tive period at which the sexual elements in tho same 
flower are mature, differs in the varieties of Pelar- 
gonium ; and Carriere gives several cases,* showing 
that tho period varies according to the temperature to 
which the plants are exposed. 

This extraordinary diversity in the means for 
favouring or preventing cross- and self-fertilisation in 
closely allied forms, probably depends on the results 
of both processes being highly beneficial to the species, 
but in a directly opposed manner and dependent on 
variable conditions. Self-fertilisation assures the pro- 
duction of a large supply of seeds ; and the necessity 
or advantage of this will be determined by the average 
length of life of the plant, which largely depends on 
the amount of destruction suffered by the seeds and 
seedlings. This destruction follows from the most 
various and variable causes, such as the presence of 
animals of several kinds, and the growth of surround- 
ing plants. The possibility of cross-fertilisation de- 
pends mainly on the presence and number of certain 
insects, often of insects belonging to special groups, 
and on the degree to which they are attracted to the 
flowers of any particular species in preference to 
other flowers, — all circumstances likely to change. 
Moreover, the advantages which follow from cross- 
fertilisation differ much in different plants, so that it 
is probable that allied plants would often profit in 
different degrees by cross-fertilisation. Under these 
extremely complex and fluctuating conditions, with 
two somewhat opposed ends to be gained, namely, the 
safe propagation of the species and the production of 
cross-fertilised, vigorons offspring, it is not surprising 



* • Des Variety,’ 1805, p. 80. 
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that allied forms should exhibit an extreme diversity 
in the means which favour either end. If, as there is 
reason at least to suspect, self-fertilisation is in some 
respects beneficial, although more than counterbalanced 
by the advantages derived from a cross with a fresh 
stock, the problem becomes still more complicated. 

As I only twice experimented on more than a single 
species in a genus, I cannot say whether the crossed 
offspring of the several species within the same genus 
differ in their degree of superiority over their self- 
fertilised brethren ; but I should expect that this 
would often prove to be the case from what was 
observed with the two species of Lobelia and with the 
individuals of the same species of Nicotiana. The 
species belonging to distinct genera in the same family 
certainly differ in this respect. The effects of cross- 
and self-fertilisation may be confined either to the 
growth or to the fertility of the offspring, but generally 
extends to both qualities. There does not seem to 
exist any close correspondence between the degree to 
which the flowers of species are adapted for cross- 
fertilisation, and the degree to which their offspring 
profit by this process ; but we may easily err on this 
head, as there are two means for favouring cross-ferti- 
lisation which are not externally perceptible, namely, 
self-sterility and the prepotent fertilising influence of 
pollen from another individual. Lastly, it has been 
shown in a former chapter that the effect produced by 
cross and self-fertilisation on the fertility of the parent- 
plants does not always correspond with that produced 
on the height, vigour, and fertility of their offspring. 
The same remark applies to crossed and self-fertilised 
seedlings when these are used as the parent-plants. This 
want of correspondence probably depends, at least in 
part, on the number of seeds produced being chiefly 
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determined by the number of the pollen-tubes which 
reach the ovules, and this will be governed by the re- 
action between the pollen and the stigmatic secretion 
or tissues; whereas the growth and constitutional vigour 
of the offspring will be chiefly determined, not only by 
the number of pollen-tubes reaching the ovules, but by 
the nature of the reaction between the contents of the 
pollen-grains and ovules. 

There are two other important conclusions which 
may be deduced from my observations : firstly, that the 
advantages of cross-fertilisation do not follow from 
some mysterious virtue in the mere union of two 
distinct individuals, but from such individuals having 
been subjected during previous generations to dif- 
ferent conditions, or to their having varied in a manner 
commonly called spontaneous, so that in either case 
their sexual elements have been in some degree differ- 
entiated. And secondly, that the injury from self- 
fertilisation follows from the want of such differentia- 
tion in the sexual elements. These two propositions 
are fully established by my experiments. Thus, when 
plants of the Ipomcea and of the Mimulus, which had 
been self-fertilised for the seven previous generations 
and had been kept all the time under the same condi- 
tions, were intercrossed one with another, the offspring 
did not profit in the least by the cross. Mimulus 
offers another instructive case, showing that the 
benefit of a cross depends on the previous treatment 
of the progenitors: plants which had been self-fer- 
tilised for tho eight previous generations were crossed 
with plants which had been intercrossed for the same 
number of generations, all having been kept under 
the same conditions as far as possible ; seedlings from 
this cross were grown in competition with others 
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derived from the same self-fertilised mother-plant 
crossed by a fresh stock ; and the latter seedlings were 
to the former in height as 100 to 52, and in fertility 
as 100 to 4. An exactly parallel experiment was 
tried on Dianthus, with this difference, that the plants 
had been self-fertilised only for the three previous gene- 
rations, and the result was similar though not so strongly 
marked. The foregoing two cases of the offspring of 
Ipomcea and Eschscholtzia, derived from a cross with a 
fresh stock, being as much superior to the intercrossed 
plants of the old stock, as these latter were to the self- 
fertilised offspring, strongly support the same conclu- 
sion. A cross with a fresh stock or with another variety 
seems to be always highly beneficial, whether or 
not the mother-plants have been intercrossed or self- 
fertilised for several previous generations. The fact 
that a cross between two flowers on the same plant 
does no good or very little good, is likewise a strong 
corroboration of our conclusion ; for the sexual 
elements in the flowers on the same plant can rarely 
have been differentiated, though this is possible, as 
flower-buds are in one sense distinct individuals, 
sometimes varying and differing from one another in 
structure or constitution. Thus the proposition that 
the benefit from cross-fertilisation depends on the 
plants which are crossed having been subjected during 
previous generations to somewhat different conditions, 
or to their having varied from some unknown cause as 
if they had beon thus subjected, is securely fortified on 
all sides. 

Before proceeding any further, the view which has 
beeu maintained by several physiologists must be 
noticed, namely, that all the evils from breeding 
animals too closely, and no doubt, as they would say, 
2 o 
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from the self-fertilisation of plants, is the result of the 
increase of some morbid tendency or weakness of consti- 
tution common to the closely related parents, or to 
the two sexes of hermaphrodite plants. Undoubtedly 
injury has often thus resulted ; but it is a vain 
attempt to extend this view to the numerous cases 
given in my Tables. It should be remembered that the 
same mother-plant was both self-fertilised and crossed, 
so that if she had been unhealthy she would have 
transmitted half her morbid tendencies to her crossed 
offspring. But plants appearing perfectly healthy, 
some of them growing wild, or the immediate offspring 
of wild plants, or vigorous common garden-plants, were 
selected for experiment. Considering the number of 
species which were tried, it is nothing less than absurd 
to suppose that in all these cases the mother-plants, 
though not appearing in any way diseased, were weak 
or unhealthy in so peculiar a manner that their self- 
fertilised seedlings, many hundreds in number, were 
rendered inferior in height, weight, constitutional 
vigour, and fertility to their crossed offspring. More- 
over, this belief cannot be extended to the strongly 
marked advantages which invariably follow, as far as 
my experience serves, from intercrossing the indivi- 
duals of the same variety or of distinct varieties, if 
these have been subjected during some generations to 
different conditions. 

It is obvious that the exposure of two sets of plants 
during several generations to different conditions can 
lead to no beneficial results, as far as crossing is con- 
cerned, unless their sexual elements are thus affected. 
That every organism is acted on to a certain extent by 
a change in its environment, will not, I presume, be 
disputed. It is hardly necessary to advance evidence 
on this head ; we can perceive the difference between 
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individual plants of the same species which have 
grown in somewhat more shady or sunny, dry or damp 
places. Plants which have been propagated for some 
generations under different climates or at different 
seasons of the year transmit different constitutions to 
their seedlings. Under such circumstances, the che- 
mical constitution of their fluids and the nature of 
their tissues are often modified.* Many other such 
facts could be adduced. In short, every alteration in 
the function of a part is probably connected with some 
corresponding, though often quite imperceptible change 
in structure or composition. 

Whatever affects an organism in any way, likewise 
tends to act on its sexual elements. We see this in the 
inheritance of newly acquired modifications, such as 
those from the increased use or disuse of a part, and 
even from mutilations if followed by disease.! We 
have abundant evidence how susceptible the repro- 
ductive system is to changed conditions, in the many 
instances of animals rendered sterile by confinement ; 
so that they will not unite, or if they unite do not 
produce offspring, though the confinement may be far 
from close ; and of plants rendered sterile by culti- 
vation. But hardly any cases afford more striking 
evidence how powerfully n change in the conditions of 
life acts on the sexual elements, than those already 
given, of plants which are completely self-sterile in 
one country, and when brought to another, yield, even 



<1 together with the different nrpnn* of animal* 
re given in mjr • Vati- are excited into different derm* 
r Dementi cation,' ch. of activity by difference* of tempi • 
L ii. p. 261. rattiro ami food, and become to a 
animal*. Mr. curtain extent adapted to ' 

— well shown t ‘ Variation ui ' “ 

(*A Contribution to the Theory of tiun,’ ch. xii. 2nd out. 
Diathesis,' Edinburgh, 18. 9) that p. 460. 
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in the first generation, a fair supply of self-fertilised 
seeds. 

But it may be said, granting that changed conditions 
act on the sexual elements, how can two or more 
plants growing close together, either in their native 
country or in a garden, be differently acted on, inasmuch 
as they appear to be exposed to exactly the same 
conditions ? Although this question has been already 
considered, it deserves further consideration from 
several points of view. In my experiments with 
Digitalis purpurea, some flowers on a wild plant were 
self-fertilised, and others were crossed with pollen 
from another plant growing within two or three feet’s 
distance. The crossed and self-fertilised plants raised 
from the seeds thus obtained, produced flower-stems 
in number ns 100 to 47, and in average height as 100 
to 70. Therefore the cross between these two plants 
was highly beneficial ; but how could their sexual 
elements have been differentiated by exposure to 
different conditions? If the progenitors of the two 
plants had lived on the same spot during the last 
score of generations, and had never been crossed with 
any plant beyond the distance of a few feet, in all 
probability their offspring would have been reduced to 
the same state as some of the plants in my experiments, 
— such as tho intercrossed plants of the ninth genera- 
tion of Ipomum, — or the self-fertilised plants of the 
eighth generation of Mimulus, — or the offspring from 
flowers on the same plant, — and in this case a cross 
between the two plants of Digitalis would have done 
no good. But seeds are often widely dispersed by 
natural means, and one of the above two plants or 
one of their ancestors may have come from a distance, 
fi-om a more shady or sunny, dry or moist place, or from 
a different kind of soil containing other organic or 
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inorganic matter. We know from the admirable 
researches of Messrs. Lawes and Gilbert* that different 
plants require and consume very different amounts of 
inorganic matter. But the amount in the soil would 
probably not make so great a difference to the several 
individuals of any particular species as might at first 
be expected ; for the surrounding species with 
different requirements would tend, from existing in 
greater or lesser numbers, to keep each species in a 
sort of equilibrium, with respect to what it could obtain 
from the soil. So it would be even with respect to 
moisture during dry seasons ; and how powerful is the 
influence of a little more or less moisture in the soil 
on the presence and distribution of plants, is often 
well shown in old pasture fields which still retain 
traces of former ridges and furrows. Nevertheless, as 
the proportional numbers of the surrounding plants in 
two neighbouring places is rarely exactly the same, the 
individuals of the same species will be subjected to 
somewhat different conditions with respect to what they 
can absorb from the soil. It is surprising how the free 
growth of one set of plants affects others growing 
mingled with them ; I allowed the plants on rather 
more than a square yard of turf which had been closely 
mown for several years, to grow up ; and nine species 
out of twenty were thus exterminated ; but whether 
this was altogether due to the kinds which grew up 
robbing the others of nutriment, I do not know. 

Seeds often lie dormant for several years in the 
ground, and germinate when brought near the surface 
by any means, as by burrowing animals. They would 
probably be affected by the mere circumstance of having 
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long lain dormant; for gardeners believe that the 
production of double flowers and of fruit is thus in- 
fluenced. Seeds, moreover, which were matured during 
different seasons, will havo been subjected during the 
whole course of their development to different degrees 
of heat and moisture. 

It was shown in the last chapter that pollen is often 
carried by insects to a considerable distance from 
plant to plant. Therefore one of the parents or 
ancestors of our two plants of Digitalis may have been 
crossed by a distant plant growing under somewhat 
different conditions. Plants thus crossed often pro- 
duce an unusually large number of seeds ; a striking 
instance of this fact is afforded by the Bignonia, pre- 
viously mentioned, which was fertilised by Fritz Midler 
with pollen from some adjoining plants and set hardly 
any seed, but when fertilised with pollen from a dis- 
tant plant, was highly fertile. Seedlings from a cross 
of this kind grow with great vigour, and transmit their 
vigour to their descendants. These, therefore, in the 
struggle for life, will generally beat and exterminate 
the seedlings from plants which have long grown near 
together under the same conditions, and will thus tend 
to spread. 

When two varieties which present well-marked 
differences are crossed, their descendants in the later 
generations differ greatly from one another in ex- 
ternal characters ; and this is due to the augmentation 
or obliteration of some of these characters, and to 
the reappearance of former ones through reversion; 
and so it will be, as we may feel almost sure, with any 
slight differences in the constitution of their sexual 
elements. Anyhow, my experiments indicate that 
crossing plants which have been long subjected to 
almost though not quite the same conditions, is the 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



Chap. Sit 



GENERAL RESULTS. 



455 



most powerful of all the means for retaining some 
degree of differentiation in the sexual elements, as 
shown by the superiority in the later generations of the 
intercrossed over the self-fertilised seedlings. Never- 
theless, the continued intercrossing of plants thus 
treated does tend to obliterate such differentiation, as 
may be inferred from the lessened benefit derived from 
intercrossing such plants, in comparison with that from 
a cross with a fresh stock. It seems probable, as I may 
add, that seeds have acquired their endless curious 
adaptations for wide dissemination,* not only that the 
seedlings should thus be enabled to find new and fitting 
homes, but that the individuals which have been long 
subjected to the same conditions should occasionally 
intercross with a fresh stock. 

From the foregoing several considerations we may, 
I think, conclude that in the above case of the Digitalis, 
and even in that of plants which have grown for 
thousands of generations in the same district, as must 
often have occurred with species having a much 
restricted range, we are apt to over-estimate the 
degree to which the individuals have been subjected 
to absolutely the same conditions. There is at least 
no difficulty in believing that such plants have been 
subjected to sufficiently distinct conditions to differ- 
entiate their sexual elements; for we know that a plant 
propagated for some generations in another garden in 
the same district serves as a fresh stock and has high 
fertilising powers. The curious cases of plants which 
can fertilise and be fertilised by any other individual 
of the same species, but are altogether sterile with their 
own pollen, become intelligible, if the view here pro- 
pounded is correct, namely, that the individuals of the 

* See Prof Hildebrand's excellent treatise, * Vcrbreitungsiuittel der 
Pllaoaen,' 1S73. 
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same species growing in a state of nature near together, 
have not really been subjected during several previous 
generations to quite the same conditions. 

Some naturalists assume that there is an innate 
tendency in all beings to vary and to advance in 
organisation, independently of external agencies ; and 
they would, I presume, thus explain the slight 
differences which distinguish all the individuals of the 
same species both in external characters and in con- 
stitution, as well as the greater differences in both 
respects between nearly allied varieties. No two 
individuals can be found quite alike ; thus if we sow a 
number of seeds from the same capsule under as nearly 
as possible the same conditions, they germinate at 
different rates and grow more or less vigorously. They 
resist cold and otherunfavourable conditions differently. 
They would in all probability, as we know to be the 
case with animals of the same species, be somewhat 
differently acted on by the same poison, or by the same 
disease. They have different powers* of transmitting 
their characters to their offspring ; and many analogous 
facts could be given. Now, if it were true that 
plants growing near together in a state of nature had 
been subjected during many previous generations to 
absolutely the same conditions, such differences as those 
just specified would be quite inexplicable ; but they 
are to a certain extent intelligible in accordance with 
the views just advanced. 

As most of the plants on which I experimented 
were grown in my garden or in pots under glass, a few 
words must be added on the conditions to which they 
were exposed, as well as on the effects of cultivation. 
When a species is first brought under culture, it may 



• Vilmorin, as quoted by Verlot, ‘ Dea Variety,’ pp. 32, 38, 39. 
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or may not be subjected to a change of climate, but it 
| is always grown in ground broken up, and more or less 
manured ; it is also saved from competition with other 
I plants. The paramount importance of this latter 
I circumstance is proved by the multitude of species 
[ which flourish and multiply in a garden, but cannot 
I exist unless they are protected from other plants, 

i When thus saved from competition they are able to 

get whatever they require from the soil, probably 
( often in excess ; and they are thus subjected to a great 
| change of conditions. It is probably in chief part 
I owing to this cause that all plants with rare excep- 
I tions vary after being cultivated for some generations. 
I The individuals which have already begun to vary 
will intercross one with another by the aid of insects ; 
! and this accounts for the extreme diversity of character 
I which many of our long cultivated plants exhibit. 
But it should be observed that the result will be 
largely determined by the degree of their variability 
and by the frequency of the intercrosses ; for if a plant 
! varies very little, like most species in a state of nature, 
I frequent intercrosses tend to give uniformity of 
I character to it. 

I have attempted to show that with plants growing 
I naturally in the same district, except in the unusual 
case of each individual being surrounded by exactly 
f the same proportional numbers of other species having 
! certain powers of absorption, each will be subjected to 
| slightly different conditions. This does not apply to 
I the individuals of the same species when cultivated in 
I cleared ground in the same garden. But if their 
| flowers are visited by insects, they will intercross ; and 
this will give to their sexual elements during a 
I considerable number of generations a sufficient amount 
of differentiation for a cross to be beneficial. More- 
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over, seeds are frequently exchanged or procured from 
other gardens having a different kind of soil ; and the 
individuals of the same cultivated species will thus be 
subjected to a change of conditions. If the flowers are 
not visited by our native insects, or very rarely so, 
as in the case of the common and sweet pea, and 
apparently in that of the tobacco when kept in a 
hothouse, any differentiation in the sexual elements 
caused by intercrosses will tend to disappear. This 
appears to have occurred with the plants just 
mentioned, for they were not benefited by being 
crossed one with another, though they were greatly 
benefited by a cross with a fresh stock. 

I have been led to the views just advanced with 
respect to the causes of the differentiation of the sexual 
elements and of the variability of our garden plants, 
by the results of my various experiments, and more 
especially by the four cases in which extremely incon- 
stant species, after having been self-fertilised and 
grown under closely similar conditions for several 
generations, produced flowers of a uniform and constant 
tint. These conditions were nearly the same as those 
to which plants, growing in a garden clear of weeds, 
are subjected, if they are propagated by self-fertilised 
seeds on the same spot. The plants in pots were, 
however, exposed to less severe fluctuations of climate 
than those out of doors ; but their conditions, though 
closely uniform for all the individuals of the same 
generation, differed somewhat in the successive gene- 
rations. Now, under these circumstances, the sexual 
elements of the plants which were intercrossed in each 
generation retained sufficient differentiation during 
several years for their offspring to be superior to 
the self-fertilised, but this superiority gradually and 
manifestly decreased, as was shown by the difference 
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in the result between a cross with one of the inter- 
crossed plants and with a fresh stock. These inter- 
crossed plants tended also in a few cases to become 
somewhat more uniform in some of their external cha- 
racters than they were at first. With respect to the 
plants which were self-fertilised in each generation, 
their sexual elements apparently lost, after some years, 
all differentiation, for a cross between them did no 
more good than a cross between the flowers on the 
same plant. But it is a still more remarkable fact, that 
although the seedlings of Mimulus, I pom tea, Dianthus, 
and Petunia which were first raised, varied excessively in 
the colour of their flowers, their offspring, after being 
self-fertilised and grown under uniform conditions for 
some generations, bore flowers almost as uniform in 
tint as those on a natural species. In one case also 
the plants themselves became remarkably uniform in 
height. 

The conclusion that the advantages of a cross 
depend altogether on the differentiation of the sexual 
elements, harmonises perfectly with the fact that an 
occasional and slight change in the conditions of life 
is beneficial to all plants and animals.* But the 
offspring from a cross between organisms which have 
been exposed to different conditions, profit in an in- 
comparably higher degree than do young or old beings 
from a mere change in their conditions. In this 
latter case we never see anything like the effect 
which generally follows from a cross with another 
individual, especially from a cross with a fresh stock. 
This might, perhaps, have been expected, for the 
blending together of the sexual elements of two dif- 
ferentiated beings will affect the whole constitution at 

* I hare given sufficient evi- ation under Domestication,’ ch. 
dence on this head in mjr • Vari- xviii. vol. ii. 2nd edit. p. 127. 
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a very early period of life, whilst the organisation is 
highly flexible. We have, moreover, reason to believe 
that changed conditions generally act differently on 
the several parts or organs of the same individual ;• 
and if we may further believe that these now slightly 
differentiated parts react on one another, the harmony 
between the beneficial effects on the individual due to 
changed conditions, and those due to the interaction at 
differentiated sexual elements, becomes still closer. 

That wonderfully accurate observer, Sprengel, who 
first showed how important a part insects play in the 
fertilisation of flowers, called his book ‘ The Secret i 
of Nature Displayed;’ yet he only occasionally saw 
that the object for which so many curious and beautiful 
adaptations have been acquired, was the cross-fertilisa- 1 
tion of distinct plants ; and he knew nothing of the 
benefits which the offspring thus receive in growth, j 
vigour, and fertility. But the veil of secrecy is as 
yet far from lifted ; nor will it be, until we can say 
why it is beneficial that the sexual elements should ] 
be differentiated to a certain extent, and why, if the 
differentiation be carried still further, injury follows. 1 
It is an extraordinary fact that with many species, 1 
even when growing under their natural conditions, I 
flowers fertilised with their own pollen are either 1 
absolutely or in some degree sterile ; if fertilised with 
pollen from another flower on the same plant, they are 
sometimes, though rarely, a little more fertile; if 1 
fertilised with pollen from another individual or variety j 
of tho same species, they are fully fertile ; but if J 
with pollen from a distinct species, they are sterile | 
in all possible degrees, until utter sterility is reached. 1 

188U^°' f ° r in,tu " Ce ’ Bruck,!,iri J S e - ' TIiooij of Diathesis,' Edinburgh, 1 
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We thus hnvo a long series with absolute sterility at 
the two ends at one end duo to the sexual elements 
not having been sufficiently differentiated, and at the 
other end to their having been differentiated in too 
great a degree, or in some peculiar manner. 

The fertilisation of one of the higher plants depends, 
in the first place, on the mutual action of the pollen- 
grains and the stigmatic secretion or tissues, and after- 
wards on the mutual action of the contents of the 
pollen-grains and ovules. Both actions, judging from 
the increased fertility of the parent-plants and from the 
increased powers of growth in the offspring, are favoured 
by some degree of differentiation in the elements 
which interuct and unite so as to form a new being. 
Here we have some analogy with chemical affinity or 
attraction, which comes into play only between atoms 
or molecules of a different nature. ’ As Prof. Miller 
remarks: “Generally speaking, the greater the dif- 
ference in the properties of two bodies, the more intense 
is their tendency to mutual chemical action. ... But 
between bodies of a similar character the tendency to 
unite is feeble.”* This latter projxjsition accords well 
with the feeble effects of a plant’s own pollen on the 
fertility of the mother-plant and on the growth of the 
offspring ; and the former proposition accords well with 
the powerful influence in both ways of pollen from an 
individual which has been differentiated by exposure 
to changed conditions, or by so-called spontaneous 
variation. But the analogy fails when we turn to the 
negative or weak effects of pollen from one species on 
a distinct species ; for although some substances which 
are extremely dissimilar, for instance, carbon and 
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chlorine, have a very feeble affinity for each other, 
yet it cannot be said that the weakness of the affinity 
depends in such cases on the extent to which the 
substances differ. It is not known why a certain 
amount of differentiation is necessary or favourable 
for the chemical affinity or union of two substances, 
any more than for the fertilisation or union of two 
organisms. 

Mr. Herbert Spencer has discussed this whole subject 
at great length, and after stating that all the forces 
throughout nature tend towards an equilibrium, 
remarks, “ that the need of this union of sperm- 
cell and germ-cell is the need for overthrowing this 
equilibrium and re-establishing active molecular 
change in the detached germ — a result which is 
probably effected by mixing the slightly-different 
physiological units of slightly different individuals.”* 
But we must not allow this highly generalised view, 
or the analogy of chemical affinity, to conceal from us 
our ignorance. We do not know what is the nature or 
degree of the differentiation in the sexual elements 
which is favourable for union, and what is injurious for 
union, as in the case of distinct species. We cannot 
say why the individuals of certain species profit greatly, 
and others very little by being crossed. There arc some 
few species which have been self-fertilised for a vast 
number of generations, and yet are vigorous enough 
to compete successfully with a host of surrounding 
plants. Highly self-fertile varieties sometimes arise 



• • Principles of Biology.’ vol. i. 
p. 274, 1864. In my ’Origin of 
Species,* published in 1859, I 
spoke of the good effects from 
slight changes in the conditions of 



changes in the conditions and 
from crossing widely distinct forma 
(i.e., species;, as a' scries of fuels 
“ connected together hy some 
common but unknown bond, 
whicli is essentially related to 
the principle of life. 
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among plants which have been self-fertilised and 
grown under uniform conditions during several gene- 
rations. We can form no conception why the 
advantage from a cross is sometimes directed exclu- 
sively to the vegetative system, and sometimes to the 
reproductive system, but commonly to both. It is 
equally inconceivable why some individuals of the same 
species should be sterile, whilst others are fully fertile 
with their own pollen ; why a change of climate should 
either lessen or increase the sterility of self-sterile 
species; and why the individuals of some species should 
be even more fertile with pollen from a distinct species 
than with their own pollen. And so it is with many 
other facts, which aro so obscure that we stand in 
awe before the mystery of life. 

Under a practical point of view, agriculturists and 
horticulturists may learn something from the conclu- 
sions at which we have arrived. Firstly, wo see that 
the injury from the close breeding of animals and 
from the self-fertilisation of plants, does not necessarily 
depend on any tendency to disease or weakness of con- 
stitution common to the related parents, and only 
indirectly on their relationship, in so far as they are 
apt to resemble each other in all respects, including 
their sexual nature. And, secondly, that the advantages 
of cross-fertilisation depend on the sexual elements of 
the parents having become in some degree differentiated 
by the exposure of their progenitors to different 
conditions, or from their having intercrossed with 
individuals thus exposed, or, lastly, from what we call 
in our ignorance spontaneous variation. He therefore 
who wishes to pair closely related animals ought to 
keep them under conditions as different as possible. 
Some few breeders, guided by their keen powers of 
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observation, have acted on this principle, and have kept 
stocks of the same animals at two or more distant and 
differently situated farms. They have then coupled 
the individuals from these farms with excellent results.* 
This same plan is also unconsciously followed whenever 
the males, reared in one place, are let out for propaga- 
tion to breeders in other places. As some kinds of 
plants suffer much more from self-fertilisation than do 
others, so it probably is with animals from too close 
interbreeding. The effects of close interbreeding on 
animals, judging again from plants, would be dete- 
rioration in general vigour, including fertility, with no 
necessary loss of excellence of form ; and this seems 
to be the usual result. 

It is a common practice with horticulturists to 
obtain seeds from another place having a very dif- 
ferent soil, so as to avoid raising plants for a long 
succession of generations under the same conditions ; 
but with all the species which freely intercross by the 
aid of insects or the wind, it would be an incomparably 
better plan to obtain seeds of the required variety, 
which had been raised for some generations under as 
different conditions as possible, and sow them in 
alternate rows with seeds matured in the old garden. 
The two stocks would then intercross, with a thorough 
blending of their whole organisations, and with no loss 
of purity to the variety ; and this would yield fur more 
favourable results than a mere exchange of seeds. We 
have seen in my experiments how wonderfully the 
offspring profited in height, weight, hardiness, and fer- 
tility, by crosses of this kind. For instance, plants of 
Ipomcea thus crossed were to the intercrossed plants 
of the same stock, with which they grew in competition, * 

• • Variation of Animala and Plant* under Domestication,’ eh. xvii. 
2nd edit, vol ii. pp. 98, 105. 
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as 100 to 78 in height, and ns 100 to 51 in fertility ; 
and plants of Eschscholtzia similarly compared were 
as 100 to 45 in fertility. In comparison with self- 
fertilised plants the results are still more striking; 
thus cabbages derived from a cross with a fresh stock 
were to the self-fertilised as 100 to 22 in weight. 

Florists may learn from the four cases which have 
been fully described, that they have the power of fixing 
each fleeting variety of colour, if they will fertilise the 
flowers of the desired kind with their own pollen for 
half-a-dozen generations, and grow the seedlings under 
the same conditions. But a cross with any other in- 
dividual of the same variety must be carefully pre- 
vented, ns each has its own peculiar constitution. After 
a dozen generations of self-fertilisation, it is probable 
that the new variety would remain constant even if 
grown under somewhat different conditions ; and there 
would no longer be any necessity to guard against inter- 
crosses between the individuals of the same variety. 

With respect to mankind, my son George has en- 
deavoured to discover by a statist ical investigation • 
whether the marriages of first cousins are at all in- 
jurious, although this is a degree of relationship 
which would not be objected to in our domestic 
animals ; and he has come to the conclusion from his 
own researches and those of Dr. Mitchell that the 
evidence as to any evil thus caused is conflicting, but 
on the whole points to its being very small. From the 
facts given in this volume wc may infer that with 
mankind the marriages of nearly related persons, some 
of whose parents and ancestors had lived under very 
different conditions, would be much less injurious than 
thut of persons who had always lived in the same 

• 'Journal of Statuticul Soc.’ Juno 1875, p. 153; and • KartaiirhtlT 
Boric*,' June 1875. 
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place and followed the same habits of life. Nor can I 
see reason to doubt that the widely different habits of 
life of men and women in civilised nations, especially 
amongst the upper classes, would tend to counter- 
balance any evil from marriages between healthy and 
somewhat closely related jrcrsons. 

Under a theoretical point of view it is some gain to 
science to know that numberless structures in her- 
maphrodite plants, and psobably in hermaphrodite 
animals, are special adaptations for securing an occa- 
sional cross between two individuals; and that the 
advantages from such a cross depend altogether on the 
beings which are united, or their progenitors, having 
had their sexual elements somewhat differentiated, so 
that the embryo is benefited in the same manner as is , 
a mature plant or animal by a slight change in its 
conditions of life, although in a much higher degree. 

Another and more important result may be deduced 
from my observations. Eggs and seeds are highly 
serviceable as a means of dissemination, but wo now 
know that fertile eggs can be produced without the 
aid of the male. There are also many other methods 
by which organisms can be propagated asexually. 
Why then have the two sexes been developed, and 
why do males exist which cannot themselves produce J 
offspring ? The answer lies, as I can hardly doubt, in I 
the great good which is derived from the fusion of two I 
somewhut differentiated individuals ; and with the 
exception of the lowest organisms this is possible only 
by means of the sexual elements, these consisting of I 
cells separated from the body, containing the germs of 
every part, and capable of being fused completely ‘ 
together. 

It has been shown in the present volume that the 
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offspring from the union of two distinct individuals, 
especially if their progenitors have been subjected to 
very different conditions, have an immense advantage 
in height, weight, constitutional vigour and fertility 
over the self-fertilised offspring from one of the same 
parents. And this fact is amply sufficient to account 
for the development of the sexual elements, that is, for 
the genesis of the two sexes. 

It is a different question why the two sexes are 
sometimes combined in the same individual and are 
sometimes separated. As with many of the lowest 
plants and animals the conjugation of two individuals 
which are either quite similar or in some degree dif- 
ferent, is a common phenomenon, it seems probable, 
as remarked in the last chapter, that the sexes were 
primordially separate. The individual which receives 
the contents of the other, may be called the female ; 
and the other, which is often smaller and more loco- 
motive, may be called the male ; though these sexual 
names ought hardly to be applied as long as the 
whole contents of the two forms are blended into one. 
The object gained by the two sexes becoming united 
in the same hermaphrodite form probably is to allow 
of occasional or frequent self-fertilisation, so as to 
ensure the propagation of the species, more especially 
in the case of organisms affixed for life to the same 
spot. There does not seem to be any great difficulty 
in understanding how an organism, formed by the 
conjugation of two individuals which represented the 
two incipient sexes, might give rise by budding first 
to a moncecious and then to an hermaphrodite form ; 
and in the case of animals even without budding to 
nn hermaphrodite form, for the bilateral structure of 
animals perhaps indicates that they were aboriginally 
formed by the fusion of two individuals. 

2 H 2 
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It is a more difficult problem why some plants and 
apparently all the higher animals, after becoming her- 
maphrodites, hare since had their sexes re-separated. 
This separation has been attributed by some natural- 
ists to the advantages which follow from a division of 
physiological labour. The principle is intelligible 
when the same organ has to perform at the same time 
diverse functions ; but it is not obvious why the male 
and female glands when placed in different parts of 
the same compound or simple individual, should not 
perform their functions equally well as when placed in 
two distinct individuals. In some instances the sexes 
may have been re-separated for the sake of preventing 
too frequent self-fertilisation; but this explanation 
does not seem probable, as the same end might have 
been gained by other and simpler means, for instance 
dichogamy. It may be that the production of the 
male and female reproductive elements and the 
maturation of the ovules was too great a strain and 
expenditure of vital force for a single individual to 1 
withstand, if endowed with a highly complex organi- 1 
sation ; and that at the same time there was no need 
for all the individuals to produce young, and conse- ] 
quently that no injury, on the contrary, good resulted 
from half of them, or the males, failing to produce 1 
offspring. 

There is another subject on which some light is 1 
thrown by the facts given in this volume, namely, I 
hybridisation. It is notorious that when distinct ] 
species of plants are crossed, they produce with the 
rarest exceptions fewer seeds than the nonnal number. 
This unproductiveness varies in different species up to 
sterility so complete that not even an empty capsule 
is formed ; and all experimentalists have found that 
it is much influenced by the conditions to which the 
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crossed species are subjected. A plant’s own pollen 
is strongly prepotent over that of any other species, 
so that if it is placed on the stigma some time after 
foreign pollen has been applied to it, any effect from 
the latter is quite obliterated. It is also notorious 
that not only the parent species, but the hybrids 
raised from them are more or less sterile ; and that 
their pollen is often in a more or less alx>rted con- 
dition. The degree of sterility of various hybrids 
does not always strictly correspond with the degree of 
difficulty in uniting the parent forms. When hybrids 
are capable of breeding inter se, their descendants are 
more or less sterile, and they often become still more 
sterile in the later generations ; but then close inter- 
breeding has hitherto been practised in all such cases. 
The more sterile hybrids are sometimes much dwarfed 
in stature, and have a feeble constitution. Other 
facts could be given, but these will suffice for us. 
Naturalists formerly attributed all these results to 
the difference between species being fundamentally 
distinct from that between the varieties of the same 
species ; and this is still the verdict of some naturalists. 

The results of my experiments in self-fertilising and 
cross-fertilising the individuals or the varieties of the 
same species, are strikingly analogous with those just 
given, though in a reversed manner. With the majority 
of species flowers fertilised with their own pollen yield 
fewer sometimes much fewer seeds, than those ferti- 
lised with pollen from another individual or variety. 
Some self-fertilised flowers are absolutely sterile ; but 
the degree of their sterility is largely determined by 
the conditions to which the parent plants have beeu 
exposed, as was well exemplified in the case of Eseh- 
scholt/ia and Abutilon. The effects of pollen from the 
same plant are obliterated by the prepotent influence 
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of pollen from another individual or variety, although 
the latter may have been placed on the stigma some 
hours afterwards. The offspring from self-fertilised 
flowers are themselves more or less sterile, sometimes 
highly sterile, and their pollen is sometimes in an 
imperfect condition ; but I have not met with any case 
of complete sterility in self-fertilised seedlings, as is 
so common with hybrids. The degree of their sterility 
does not correspond with that of the parent-plants when 
first self-fertilised. The offspring of self-fertilised 
plants suffer in stature, weight, and constitutional 
vigour more frequently and in a greater degree than 
do the hybrid offspring of the greater number of 
crossed species. Decreased height is transmitted to 
the next generation, but I did not ascertain whether 
this applies to decreased fertility. 

I have elsewhere shown * that by uniting in various 
ways dimorphic or trimorphio heterostyled plants, 
which belong to the same undoubted species, we get 
another series of results exactly parallel with those 
from crossing distinct species. Plants illegitimately 
fertilised with pollen from a distinct plant belonging 
to the same form, yield fewer, often much fewer seeds, 
than they do when legitimately fertilised with pollen 
from a plant belonging to a distinct form. They some- 
times yield no seed, not even an empty capsule, like 
a species fertilised with pollen from a distinct genus. 
The degree of sterility is much affected by the condi- 
tions to which the plants have been subjected. The 
pollen from a distinct form is strongly prepotent over 
that from the same form, although the former may 
have been placed on the stigma many hours ufterwards. 



* 1 The Different Forms of Flowers on Plants of tlie same species,' 
1877, p. 240. 
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The offspring from a union between plants of the same 
form are more or less sterile, like hybrids, and have 
their pollen in a more or less aborted condition ; and 
some of the seedlings are as barren and as dwarfed as 
the most barren hybrid. They also resemble hybrids in 
several other respects, which need not here be specified 
in detail, — such as their sterility not corresponding 
in degree with that of the parent plants, — the unequal 
sterility of the latter, when reciprocally united, — 
and the varying sterility of the seedlings raised from 
the same seed-capsule. 

We thus have two grand classes of cases giving results 
which correspond in the most striking manner with 
those which follow from the crossing of so-called true 
and distinct species. With respect to the difference 
between seedlings raised from cross and self fertilised 
flowers, there is good evidence that this depends alto- 
gether on whether the sexual elements of the parents 
have been sufficiently differentiated, by exposure to 
different conditions or by spontaneous variation. The 
manner in which plants have been rendered hetero- 
styled is an obscure subject, but it is probable that the 
two or three forms first became adapted for mutual 
fertilisation, that is for cross-fertilisation, through the 
variation of their stamens and pistils in length, and 
that afterwards their pollen and ovules became co- 
adapted ; the greater or less sterility of any one form 
with pollen from the same form being an incidental 
result.* Anyhow, the two or three forms of hetero- 
styled species belong to the same species as certainly 
as do the two sexes of any one species. We have 
therefore no right to maintain that the sterility of 
species when first crossed and of their hybrid offspring, 

* This subject has been discussed in my ‘Different Forms ot 
Flowers &o./ pp. 260-268. 
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is determined by some cause fundamentally different 
from that which determines the sterility of the indi- 
viduals both of ordinary and of heterostyled plants 
when united in various ways. Nevertheless, I am 
aware that it will take many years to remove this 
prejudice. 

There is hardly anything more wonderful in nature 
than the sensitiveness of the sexual elements to external 
influences, and the delicacy of their affinities. We see 
this in slight changes in the conditions of life being 
favourable to the fertility and vigour of the parents, 
while certain other and not great changes cause them 
to be quite sterile without any apparent injury to their 
health. We see how sensitive the sexual elements of 
those plants must be, which are completely sterile with 
their own pollen, but are fertile with that of any other 
individual of the same species. Such plants become 
either more or less self-sterile if subjected to changed 
conditions, although the change may be far from great. 
The ovules of a heterostyled trimorphic plant are 
affected very differently by pollen from the three sets 
of stamens belonging to the same species. With ordi- 
nary plants the pollen of another variety or merely of 
another individual of the same variety is often strongly 
prepotent over its own pollen, when both are placed 
at the Bame time on the same stigma. In those great 
families of plants containing many thousand allied 
species, the stigma of each distinguishes with unerr- 
ing certainty its own pollen from that of every 
other species. 

There can be no doubt that the sterility of dis- 
tinct species when first crossed, and of their hybrid 
offspring, depends exclusively on the nature or affi- 
nities of their sexual elements. We see this in the 
want of any close correspondence between the degree 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



Chap. XII. GENERAL RESULTS. 473 

of sterility and the amount of external difference in the 
species which are crossed ; and still more clearly in the 
wide difference in the results of crossing reciprocally 
the same two species; — that is, when species A is 
crossed with pollen from B, and then B is crossed with 
pollen from A. Bearing in mind what has just been 
said on the extreme sensitiveness and delicate affinities 
of the reproductive system, why should we feel any 
surprise at the sexual elements of those forms, which 
we call species, having been differentiated in such a 
manner that they are incapable or only feebly capable 
of acting on one another? We know that species have 
generally lived under the same conditions, and have 
retained their own proper characters, for a much longer 
period than varieties. Long-continued domestication 
eliminates, as I have shown in my ‘Variation under 
Domestication,’ the mutual sterility which distinct 
species lately taken from a state of nature almost always 
exhibit when intercrossed; and we can thus understand 
the fact that the most different domestic races of animals 
are not mutually sterile. But whether this holds good 
with cultivated varieties of plants is not known, though 
some facts indicate that it does. The elimination of 
sterility through long-continued domestication may 
probably be attributed to the varying conditions to 
which our domestic animals have been subjected ; and 
no doubt it is qwing to this same cause that they with- 
stand great and sudden changes in their conditions of 
life with far less loss of fertility than do natural species. 
From these several considerations it appears probable 
that the difference in the affinities of the sexual 
elements of distinct species, on which their mutual 
incapacity for breeding together depends, is caused by 
their having been habituated for a very long period 
each to its own conditions, and to the sexual elements 
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Cur. Ill 



haring thus acquired firmly fixed affinities. However 
this may be, with the two great classes of cases before 
us, namely, those relating to the self-fertilisation and 
cross-fertilisation of the individuals of the same species, 
and those relating to the illegitimate and legitimate 
unions of heterostyled plants, it is quite unjustifiable to 
assume that the sterility of species when first crossed 
and of their hybrid offspring, indicates that they 
differ in some fundamental manner from the varieties 
or individuals of the same species. 
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AhutUon darmnii, self-sterile i 



Adonit xstimlis, 128; measure- 
ments, 128; relative heights of 
crossed und self-fertilised plants, 
277 ; self-fertile, 365 
Ajuga replant, 368 
Allium cent! (blood-red var.), 369 
Aumjallit eollina (nr. grandifiora\ 
217, 267; measurements, 218; 
seeds, 316, 323, 325 

i, J„ on the Calceolaria, 87; 



• ‘white 

(pelorie var.), 363 

Allium pelrotelinum, 172; result of 
experiments, 277 
Argemnne orArofeueo, 366 
Aristotle on bees frequenting flowers 
of the same species, 418 
Arittolorhia. 420 
drum maculatum, 420 

B. 

Bailey, Mr., perforation of corolla, 



170, 171 ; result of experiments, 
277 

larttia odea liter. 
leal. W. J„ ste 
lati/olia, 359 ; i 
aureum, 435 
Bean, the common, 435 
Bees distinguish colours, 373; fre- 
quent the flowers of the same 
species, 418, 423; guided by 
ooloured corolla, 423; powers of 



la perforattal by hi 
>; skill in wor-' 



as of one species, 4 






ml judgment, 



, Mr., the hairs of Digitalis 



it visited by bees 
„ .... 360; humming- 
birds carrying pollen, 371 ; se- 
cretion of nectar, 404 ; in deoeia 
tvluerorrphalus and passion- 
flower, 406 ; perforation of corolla, 
433 



’; plants 
t; bees fr 
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Bentham, on protection of tho 
stigma in Synaphea, 415 
Beta vulgaris, 228 ; measurement*, 
229, 230 ; crossed not exceeded 
by self-fertilised, 289, 367; pro- 
potency of other pollen, 399 
Bignonia, 363 

Birds means of fertilisation, 37. 
Blackley, Mr., weights of pollen of 
ancmophilous plants, 377. 378 ; 
on authers of rye, 878; pollen 
carried by wind, experiments with 
a kite, 408 
Boraginacex, 185 

Bongo officinalis, 185, 276; mea- 
surements, 186; early flowering 
of orossed, 293 ; seals, 323 ; par- 
tially self-sterile, 362 
Boulger, Mr., on moths frequenting 
Petunias, 188 

Brackenridge, Mr., organism of ani- 
mals affected by temperature and 
food, 446; diflerent effect of 
changed conditions, 455 
Brassica oteracea, 98; measure- 
ments 100; weight, 101, 102; 
remarks on experiments, 262; 
superiority of crossed, 288 ; period 
of flowering, 292; seeds, 322; 
self-fertile, 365 

mpm, 395 

ropo, 895 

Brisout, M., insects frequenting 
flowers of same spooies, 422 
Broom, 163 

Brugmansia, 371 ; humming-birds 



Bundy, 
bees, 4 

Burbidge, 

nation of small seeds, 355 
Biltschli, 0„ sexual relations, 412 



Cabbage, 98; affected by pollen of 
purple bastard, 379: prepotency 
of other pollen, 395, 399 



OOSVOLVCLUS. 

Cabbage, Ragged Jack, 397 
Caleedaria , 87, 369 
Caltuna vulgaris, 424 
Campanula earpathica, 174, 364 
Campanulacex, 174 
Candolle, A. de, on ascending 
a mountain the flowers of the 
same species disappear abruptly, 



325 ; highly self-fertile, 369 



Carriers, relative period of the m 
turity of tho sexual elements 
same flower, 446 
Caryophyllacex, ISO 
Casparv, Professor, on Cormlalit 

com, 331; JW ' ~- 

Euryale ferox, 
water-lilies, 3t_ 

Ceeropia, food-bodies of, 404 
Crntradrnia florihuiula, 364 
Cereals, grains of, 354 
Cheese man, Sir., on Orchids in New 
Zealand, 392 
Chenopodiaeex, 228 
Cineraria, 335 

Clarkia elegans, 1 69 ; measurements, 
170; early flowering of self-fer- 
tilised, 294, 296 ; seeds, 316 
Cleistogamio flowers, 90 
Coe, Mr., crotuing rhaseolne v «/• 

Colgate, R., , red clovor never sucked 
by hive-bees in Now Zealand, 
361 

Colour, uniform, of flowers on plants 
self fertilised and grown under 
similar conditions fur several gene- 
rations, 306, 307 

Colours of flowers attractive to in- 
sects, 372 ; not the sole guide to 
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Onrolla, removal of, 423 : perforation 
by bees, tU 
Corouilla, 407 
CorMU mm, 331, 35S 

halleri, 331 

— intermedia, 831 

Intea, 359 

ockrbltum, 359 

Corutlalis solida, 358 
Corylus Orellana, 390 


Darwin, F., structure of Phased ns 
multi floras, 150 ; Pteris aguilina, 
405 ; on nectar glands, 400 ; per- 
foration of Lathyrus syleesiris, 
432 

■ , G„ on marriages with first 

cousins. 405 

Decaisnc on Delphinium eonsolido, 
129 

De Candolle, nectar as an excretion, 
403 


Crinum, 890 

Groaned plants, greater coustitu- 
tional vigour of, 285 

Cross-fertilisation. 371 : see Fertilise- 

Crosaing flowers on same plant, 
efforts of, 297 

US 

Crilger, Dr., aoeretion of sweet 
fluid in Ma rcyra riaee*, 407 

Cuphm purpurea, 323, 302 

Cymdem, 402 

Cyelamen prreieum, 215; measure- 
ments, 210; eurly flowering of 
crossed 293; seeds, 317, 323; 
self-sterile, 302, self-fcrtihiation 
injurious, 448 
' rt/elnduin, 215 

Cytlsus laburnum, 302 

B. 

Dandelion, number of pollon-grains, 
377 

Darwin. 0, self-fertilisation in 
Pisum satirum, 101 ; sexual affini- 
ties, 209; on Primula, 219; bud 
variation, 298 ; constitutional 
vigour from cross parentage in 
common pro, 305; hybrids of 
Gladiolus and Cislus. 300 ; Pha- 
sed us multiflnrus, 800; nectar 
in orchids, 407: on cross-ferti- 
lisation, 440, 442. 443; inheri- 
tance of acquired modifications, 
451 ; change in the conditions of 
life beneficial to plants and 
animals, 459 


Delphinium eon solida, 129; mea- 
surements, 130; seeds, 322; par 
tially sterile, 858; corolla re- 
moved, 423 

Delpino, Professor, fiola tricolor, 
123; Phaseolus multifiorus, 150; 
intercrossing of sweet-pea, 150; 
Lobelia ramosa, 176; structure 
of the Cannae, e, 230; wind and 
water carrying pollen, 372; 
Jwjlans regia, 391 ; auemophi- 
lous plants, 401; fertilisation of 
Pin nhujo, 403 ; excretion of 
nectar, 404, 407; secretion of 
ms-tar to defend the plant, 400, 
407; anemnphiloua and entomo- 
philons plants, 411; dioecious 
pluuta, 417 

Denny, Pelargonium zonule, 142 
Diagram showing mean height of 
Ipomaa purpurea, 53 
Di a nth us earyophyllus, 132 ; crossrsl 
and self-fertilised, 133-130 ; nx-a- 
surementa, 135-138: cr.es with 
fresh stock, 130 : weight of seed, 
139; colour of flowers, 139; re- 
marks on experiments, 263, 274 ; 
early flowering of crossed. 292 ; 
uniform colour of seif-fertilised, 
309 ; seeds, 310, 319, 323, 325 ; 
few capsules, 300 

Dickie, Dr., self-fertilisation in 
(Manner*, 2311 
Dietamnus fratinella, 419 
Digitalis purpurea, 81 ; measure- 
ments, 84-87; effects of inter- 
crossing. 85, 299; superiority of 
crossed, 288, 452; self-sterile, 
363 

Dipsacese, 172 
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cal if arnica, 110 ; Viola tricolor , 
123: Lobelia ramota, 170 : on ninth* 
frequenting Petunias, 188; Fapo- 
iM/riin) ewul«»fum,228 ; wlf-f.-rt 1 1 i- 
sation of Zea mays, 233 ; Corydalit 
cam, 831 ; llypecoitm grandi- 
florum, 331, 359; un.l if. mo- 
ru mhr ns, 331, 366; sterility of £e4- 
orJaMiia,Wl ; experiments on self- 
fertilisation, 340 ; Corydalit lutea. 



tion, 383 ; early separation of the 
■exes, 400; on Arietolocbia, 420; 
fertilisation of the Qmmincr, 445 ; 
wide dissemination of seeds, 455 
" f. H., self-fertilised 



365: spontaneous variability of 
Phaeeoltu muUiflonu, 151 ; self- 
fertilisation of kidney-bean, 152 ; 
Pa pacer al in num, 831; sterility 

a,,,- o', S. T.inum 



Honey-dew, 404 

Hooker, Dr.. F.aryale fern and 
Victoria regia , each producing 
several flowers at once, 365 ; on 
sexual relation of trees in New 
Zealand, 



Hyacinth, 

Hyhrid plants, tendency to revert to 
their parent forms, 380 



cross by fresh stocks, 105 ; 



— — tuber of seada, 

315; highly self-fertile, 365: 
prepotency of other pollen, 394 



Impatient 
birds, 37 




fulra, 341, 367 

not i-mc-ta nacre, 367 

fallula. 341 

Inheritance, force of, in plants, 305 
* ■ 'cross-fertilisation, 

by bright colours, 

384 ^dSk 
s guides for. 



pomaa purpurea, 28; measure- 
ments, 29-49; flowers on same 
plant crossed, 41-44 ; cross with 
fresh stock, 45-47; descendants 
47-51 : * * 



291, 297 • effects of intercrossing. 
300; uniform oolonr of self-fer- 
tilised, 308 : seeds, 314, 322. 824 : 
highly self-fertile, 368; prepo- 
tency of other |»llen, 899 



calyx, 40 
a, 176,36 



Peril umbellata ( var. krrmetiana), 
103 ; measurement, 104-106 ; 



Nairn to lati/nlia, 359 

Kerner, on protection of flowers 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



IXDEX. 



481 



KIDNEY. 


LCPtltca. 


from crawling insect*, 376; on 
protection of the pollen, 877: 
on the single Aiilv flower of 
Vil/artia panuun/Uia, 892 ; pol- 
len carried by wind, 408, 41S 
Kidney-bean, 152 

Kitchener, Sir., on the action of the 
stigmi.0t.on l u;: 

Knight A., on the sexual intercourse 
of plants, 7 ; crossing varieties of 
peas, 163; sexual reproduction, 

Kohl-rubi, prepotency of pollen, 
Kolreuter on cross-fertilisation. 7: 


Fumariaccm, 359 ; annual plants 
rarely dinedona. 415 
Lscivin oryzoid, s, 350 
Le^uminattr, 147 ; summary on the, 

Lclitnann. Prof., on seedlings from 
large and small seeds, 355 
Leighton, Rev. W. A., on Phrurohu 
mullijlonu, 151 ; Acacia magnijlfa. 
407 _ 

Leechenaullia formoea, 364 
Lettuce, 173 
Lilium auratum, 341 


for fertilisation, 24 ; sexual affine 
tics of Xirotiona, 210 ; Verbatmm 
plumUemn, 830 ; experiments 
with pollen of Hibiscus resi- 
rarim . 378 

Kuhn adopts the term cleistogamic, 

Kurr, on excretion of nectar, 404 ; 
removal of corolla, 423 

L. 

Lahiatr, 93 

Laciuea tativa , 173, 369 ; measure- 
ment, 174; prepotency of other 
pollen, 399 

Lamia si album, 391, 419 

lxith£u71hratu». 153-160; mea- 
surements, 157-160 ; remarks 
on experiments, 205; p. ri<«l of 

304; seeds, 3*16, 325 ; self-fertile', 

! 867 

grandiflonu, 155, 360 

nittolia, 867 

eylceetrie, perforation of oorolla, 

Lowes and Gilbert, Minor*., con- 
sumption of inorganic matter by 
plants, 453 

Laxton, Mr., crossing varieties of 
peas, 163, 303 

Leooq, Cyclamen repamlum. 215 ; on 


ments, 146; early flowering of 
cross,*!, 293; seeds, 316, 823: 
highly self-fertile, 367; prepo- 
tency of other pollen, 399 
Linaria mlgarit, 9, 88 ; seeds, 322 : 
self-sterile, 363 

cymbalaria, 385, 426 

Lindley on Fumariacex, 359 
Link, hypopetalons nectary in 
Chironia decuuata, 404 
Linum grand iflorum, 343 

utUatimimum, 366 

Loaeaeex, 170 

Lobelia erimu, 176; secretion of 
nectar in sunshine, 405 ; experi- 
ments with bees, 423 
Ixbclia fulgent, 179 : measurements, 
180-182 ; summary of experi- 
ments, 274; early flowering of 
self-fertilised, 291, 294, 295: 
seeds, 323 ; sterile unless visited 
by humble-bees, 364 

ramoea, 176; measurements. 

177, 178: early flowering of 
crossed, 293, 295; seeds, 325; 
self-sterile, 364 
tenuior, 176 

Loiselcur-Dcslongclmmp, on the 
grains of cereals, 354 
Lots* eomiculatus, 361 
Lubhock, Sir J„ cross-fertilisation 
of flowers, 6; on Viola tricolor. 
123; bees distinguishing colours, 
373; instinct of lees and insects 

Lapina* fatea*, 147 : measurements, 
2 I 
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ixru.cs. 


MULLER. 


148 j early flowering of self-ferti- 
lised, 294, 299; self-fertile, 867; 
propotency of other pollen, 899 
Lupinus pilotus, 149; self-fertile, 
867 

Lychnis dioica, 413 


Miner, Mr., red clover never sucked 
by hive-bees in the United States, 
361 

Xirabilis, dwarfed plants raised by 
using too few pollen-grains, 298 : 
number of grains necessary for 
fertilisation, 378 

Mitchell, Dr., on first-cousins inter- 


M. 


marrying, 465 
Monochietum ensi/erum, 364 


Macnab, Mr., on the shorter or 
longer stamens of rhododendrons, 
298 

Slahonia aquifolium, 396 

repens, 396 

Malcacex, 140 
Marcgraviaccx, 407 
Mamie, Dr., on seedlings from largo 
and small seeds, Son 
Masters, Mr., cross-fertilisation in 
Pimm sativum, 161; cabbages 
affected by pollen at a distance, 
379 

, Dr. Maxwell, on honey-dew, 

Measurements, summary of, 241 ; 
Table A, 240-248: Table B, 
244 ; Table C, 245-252 
Medicago lunulina, 368 
Meehan, Jlr., fertilising Petunia 
riolacca by night moth, 188 
MelasUmaceje, 298 
Melilotus officinalis, 360 
Mercurialis annua, 421 
Miller, Professor, on chemical affi- 
nity, 461 

Mimutus luteus, effects of crossing, 
10; crossed and self-fertilised 
plants, 64-70 : measurements, 70- 
78 ; cross with adistinct stock, 72- 
75 ; intercrossed on sume plant, 
75-78 ; summary of observations, 
78-81 ; of experiments, 259-261 : 
superiority of crossed pbiuts, 286; 
simultaneous flowering, 294, 296 ; 
effects of intercrossing, SOI ; 
uniform colour of self-fertilised, 
807 ; seeds, 315, 319, 322, 324 ; 
highly self-fortile, 348, 369 ; pre- 
potency of other pollen, 393, 399 


Moore, Mr., on Cinerarias, 335 

MUller, Fritz, on Posoqueria 
fragrant , 5, 393 ; experiments on 
hybrid Abutilant and Bignonias, 
305, 306; large number of 
orchidaceous genera sterile in 
their native homo, also Bignonia 
and Tabemsmontana echinata, 
331; steril.lv or i>/.~ Ml tin 

rah,., 8:i2. 812 M.nti 1 , ,» 

dvrivinii, 334; experiments in 
self-fertilisation, 840 ; self-sterile 
plants, 341 ; incapacity of pollen- 
tu!>cs to penetrute the stigma. 
342 : cross-fertilisation by meuns 
of birds, 371 ; imperfectly deve- 
loped male and female Termites, 
381 ; on ferns and ants, 406 ; food- 
bodies in Cecropia, 406; on the 
glands on calyx of Malpighiaoete, 
407 

Muller, Hermann, fertilisation of 
flowers by insects, 6, 7 ; on 
Digitalis nurpure a, 82; Calceo- 
laria, 87 : Linaria vulgaris, 88 ; 
Verba scum nigrum, 89 ; the 
common cabbage, 98; Papavcr 
dubiam, 107 ; Tibia tricolor, 128, 
124; structure of Delphinium 
consolida, 129; of Lupinus luteus, 
147 ; flowers of Piston sativum, 
160, 161; on Sarolhamnus tcopa- 
rius not secreting nectar, 164; 
Apium petroselinum, 172 ; Boraga 
officinalis, 185; red clover visited 
by hive-bees in Germany, 361; 
insoets rarely visiting Fumaria 
officinalis, 366; comparison of 
lowland and alpine species, 876 ; 
structure of plants adapted to 
cross and self-fertilisation, 381; 
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PAPILLA. 


PTERIS. 


109: number of capsules, 815; 
seeds, 858 ; prepotency of other 
pollen, 398 

Papilla of the Viola tricolor at- 
tractive to insects, 121 
Parsley, 172 

Pamiflora alata, 330, 381 
— — gra cilia, 171 : measurements, 
171; crossed and self-fertilised 
270; seeds, 323; self - fertile, 
365 

Pamifloracese, 171, 857 
Pea, common, 160, 351 
Pelargonium zonule. 112 ; measure- 
ments, 118; effects of inter- 
crossing, 301 ; almost self-sterile, 
859 

Pentttemm argutue , perforated co- 
rolla, 129, 431, 136 
Petunia riolacea, 188; measure- 
ments, 189-203; weight of seed, 
196 ; cross with fresh stock, 196- 
201 ; relative fertility, 201-203 ; 
colour, 203 ; summary of experi- 
ments, 265, 271: superiority of 
crossed over self-fertilised, 289 ; 
early flowering. 293, 291 ; uniform 
oolour of self-fertilised, 309; 
seeds, 316, 819, 323, 325 ; self- 
sterile, 362 

Phalarit canarientit, 235 ; measure- 
ments, 236, 237 ; early flowering 
of crossed. 293 
Phateolut coceintut, 150 

multiflorut, 150; measurement, 

152; partially sterile, 168, 360; 
crossed and self-fertilised, 276 ; 
early flowering of crossed, 293 ; 
seeds, 316 ; perforated by humble- 
bees, 133, 438 

Phateolut tulgarit, 153; self-fertile, 
168, 367 

Pimm talivum, 160 ; measurements, 
162 ; seldom intercross, 169 ; 
summary of experiments, 264, 
278; self-fertile, 867 
Plants, crossed, greater consti- 
tutional vigour, 285 
Plateau, M., on insects and arti- 
ficial flowers, 374, 375 
Pleroma, 364 


PolfeT'iSStl’ve^ertility of flowers 
crossed from a distinct plant, or 
with their own, 320 ; difference 
of results in Nolana vrottrata. 821 , 
323; crossed and self-fertilised 
plants, again crossed from a 
distinct plant and their own pol- 
len, 324 ; sterile with their own, 
330-338; semi self-stcrile, 388- 
340; loss of, 377; number of 
grains in Dandelion and Pteony, 
377 : in Lolium persons, Plantago 
lanceolate, Scirput lacuttrit, and 
Wietaria sinensis, 378; number 
necessary for fertilisation, 378; 
transported from flower to flower, 
379 ; prepotency, 393-401 ; abori- 
ginally the sole attraction to in- 
sects, 403; quantity produced by 
anemophilous plants, 407 
Polyanthus, prepotency over cows- 
lip, 397-8 
Polygon ex, 228 
Potoqueria fragrant, 5, 393 
Potato, 389 

Potts, heads of Anthmiis melanura 
covered with pollen, 371 
Primrose, Chinese, 225 
Primula elatior, 425, 430 

grandiflora, 380 

mollit, 368 

officinalit, 380 

tcotica, 362 

sinensis, 225, 279; measure- 
ments, 227; early flowering of 
crossed, 293, 296 

eeris (var. officinalit \ 219; 

measurements, 221; result of 
experiments, 267, 268 ; early 
flowering of crossed, 293; seeds, 
317; self-fertility, 351 ; prepo- 
tency of dark red polyunthus, 
397-398 
Primulaeea, 215 
1‘ringlm , 410 

Proteacci » of Australia, 415 
Prunut avium, 405 

lauroceratut, 405 

Pterit aquilina, 405 
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aurcioonts, 172, 173 
Scarlet-runner, 130 
Scott, J., Pavavcr tomnij 
sterility of Verboscum 
cidium and Maxillarii 



330 ; self-fertile, 865 
- — — oelorata, 119; measurements, 
120-123;sclf-fertilisedscarcelyox- 




Biley, Mr., pollen 

408; Yucca moth, 421 
Rirnpan, on the cross-fertilisation 

-I lif, :;i i ..it the ». Ii -ti . t iln, 

of wheat, 370 

Rodgers, Sir., secretion of nectar in 
Vanilla, 404 

Bye, experiment on pollen of, 377 



Salvia eooeinea, 93 ; measurements. 
93 ; early flowering of- crossed, 
292 ; sieds, 315, 322 ; partially 
self-sterile, 363 

glut i«o»a, 430 

Salvia gmkami, 429, 431, 436 
tonori, 362 

8arothammui icoparitu, 163; mea- 
surements, 168-167 ; superiority 
of crossed seedlings, 285, 289; 
seeds, 323; self-sterile, 360 



331 ; 



Primula taitica and Cortma mat- 
ML 362 
Scrophulariaeeiv, 63 
Stab, size and germination of, 332. 
SelagineUa, 413 

Self-fertile varieties, appearance of, 
347-351 

Self-fertilisation, mechanical struc- 
ture to check, 383 
Self-sterile plants, 329-347: wide 
distribution throughout the 
vegetable kingdom, 341 : differ- 
ence in plants, 342; cause or 
self-sterility, S43 ; affected by 
changed conditions, 344-346 ; 
necessity of differentiation in the 
sexual elements, 347 
Sena-ill cruenhu, 333, 364 

heritieri, 335 

madrreniis, 335 

populifoliui, 335 

Sharp, Messrs., precautions against 
intercrossing, 396 
Snow-flake, 176 



Spencer, Herbert, chemical affinity, 
462 

Spiranthev autumnalii, 391, 424 
Spreugel, C. K, feitilisution of 
flowers by insects, 5, 6; Viola 
tricolor, 123; colours in flowers at- 
tract and guide insects, 372-374; 
on Ariitolochia, 419; A ami him 
napellui, 431 ; importance of in- 



© The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online 



STELLAR! A* 


VAXDELUA. 


Stellaria media, 867 
Strachcy, General, perforated flowers 
in the Himalaya, 436 
Strawberry, 8!« 

Strelltiia fertilised by the Neotarini- 
deie, 871 

Structure of plants adapted to cross 
and self fertilisation, 381 
Swale, Mr., garden lupine not visited 
g by bees in^New Zealand, 150 

T. 

Tabemxmontana echinata , 331, 362 
Tables of measurements of heights, 
weights, and fertility of plants 
240-270 

Termites, imperfectly developed 
males and females, 382 
Thunbergia alata, 96, 277, 331 
Thyme, 421 

Tinzmann, on Solatium tuberosum, 
362,389 
Tobacco, 203 
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